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Epistles of Peter: The First Epistle 

 

Monthly Summary 

In this month of Faith-N-Focus, we begin a new quarter 

of study in the Epistles of Peter.  By his resurrection and 

ascension, Jesus paved the way and established our future 

hope.  This life is only temporary; it’s fading away.  As 

Christians, we have a heavenly hope – the better hope of an 

eternal home in heaven.  While upon this earth, we will 

necessarily go through many trials of our faith.  Trials and 

suffering are a normal part of our journey through this 

temporal life.  Though difficult, these trials are not for our 

destruction, but rather for our perfection in Christ.  God is 

spiritually forming us in the image (likeness) of his own Son 

(Ro 8:29).  Christ is holy; and we are called into his holiness – 

“But as he which hath called you is holy, so be ye holy in all 

manner of conversation” (1 Pe. 1:15). 

Although holiness may be expressed through our lives 

in many different ways, the most profound expression of 

holiness is our love one to another.  “Be ye holy; for I am 

holy” (1 Pe. 1:16).  God is holy; and “God is love” (1 Jn. 4:8, 

16).  God’s love is a pure and holy kind of love.  When we 

love one another the way Jesus loves, then we are 

demonstrating the character and nature of holy God.   

Truly, our holiness is made possible by Christ’s 

redemptive work when he gave his life on the cross and shed 

his precious blood.  Through Jesus and his redemptive work, 

we have access to God.  He is the only way to the Father – 

God’s eternal plan for our salvation.  The teachings of the 

Holy Scriptures reveal who Jesus is: the eternal Word of God 

made flesh.  Our access to God thus depends on the revelation 

of the Holy Scriptures, the word of God. 
 

 

 



April 2, 2017 

“Heavenly Hope” 
 

Main Point 

We have the hope and expectation of something better beyond this world 

– heaven. 

 

Introduction 

The apostle Paul declared, “If in this life only we have hope in Christ, we 

are of all men most miserable.  But now is Christ risen from the dead, 

and become the firstfruits of them that slept” (1 Co. 15:19-20).  All 

around us, people are living and dying without hope.  They are truly 

miserable.  On the other hand, we have hope in Christ.  But if our hope 

ends when this temporal life ends, we are also miserable people.  

Nevertheless, our hope in Christ transcends this life.  Through Jesus 

Christ, we have spiritual life, peace with God, and comfort in the Holy 

Ghost in this present world.  Moreover, we have a blessed heavenly hope 

in the world to come. 

 

Key Verse 

“To an inheritance incorruptible, and undefiled, and that fadeth not 

away, reserved in heaven for you” (1 Pe. 1:4). 

 

Lesson Summary 

The apostle Peter wrote to the saints scattered across Asia Minor (i.e. 

modern-day Turkey).  He first encouraged them in the Lord assuring 

them of their election and eternal life in Christ (1 Pe. 1:1-3).  As Peter 

explained, we have a “lively” or living hope.  We have the hope of 

eternal life by the very life of Christ, even by his resurrection from the 

dead (v. 3).  Just as Christ suffered and died, and then rose again in 

victory, we too have been raised from death to life with Christ (Ep. 2:5).  

Through him, we are victorious over sin, death, and the suffering of this 

present world.  Our lively hope, the life of God’s Spirit indwelling us, 

gives us the hope and expectation of something better beyond this world 

– heaven (1 Pe. 1:4; 2 Co. 1:22; Ep. 1:13-14).  Peter began his first 

epistle by emphasizing our heavenly hope (1 Pe. 1:4).  As children of 

God, this sinful world is not our home, but we are “strangers” here – we 

don’t belong – for we are God’s “elect,” chosen and set apart in Christ 

(vv. 1-2).  We have a heavenly home awaiting us (Jn. 14:1-3).  Peter 

referred to heaven as our “inheritance” (1 Pe. 1:4).  Many people inherit 



something of worth upon the death of a loved one or close friend.  But 

such inheritances are only temporary; the things of this world will not 

last.  However, through Jesus Christ, we have become the recipients of a 

great inheritance in the eternal kingdom of God.  Our heavenly 

inheritance is permanent and everlasting; it’s “incorruptible” and 

immortal (1 Co. 15:50-54).  Peter further referred to our inheritance as 

being “undefiled.”  The world is a place where sin, death, sickness, and 

suffering abound.  But none of these will enter into heaven for heaven 

will be pure and perfect (Re. 21:1-4, 27).  Peter declared that our 

inheritance “fadeth not away.”  Some things in this life seem certain 

today, but are gone tomorrow (e.g. a lifetime investment, a career, and 

personal health).  Nevertheless, regardless of the uncertainty of this 

world, we can count on God’s promise of heaven – he has reserved a 

place for us (1 Pe. 1:4).  Clearly, heaven is the goal of the faithful.  But 

until we reach our heavenly goal, we will all go through seasonal 

(temporary) sufferings, trials, and temptations.  This was Peter’s point.  

We rejoice greatly in the hope of heaven though we endure sorrow and 

suffering along the way – “heaviness through manifold temptations” (v. 

6; see also 2 Co. 4:16-18).  In fact, our suffering serves to increase our 

anticipation of and longing for heaven.  Fortunately, all suffering in this 

life is only temporary because this life is not permanent.  This 

perspective should encourage us to persevere through the trials of our 

faith to reach our heavenly goal.  The Lord never promised to rid our 

lives of suffering, but instead he promised to be with us and give us the 

power to endure faithfully to the finish (1 Pe. 1:5; 1 Co. 10:13; Mt. 

28:18-20).  The power of God will protect and keep us through faith in 

Jesus Christ until we hear the Lord say, “Well done” (Mt. 25:21, 23).  

 

Scripture Study 

Our heavenly hope – 1 Co. 15:19-20; 1 Pe. 1:1-4; 2 Co. 1:22; Ep. 1:13-

14; Jn. 14:1-3; 1 Co. 15:50-54; Re. 21:1-4, 27 

Seasonal sufferings – 1 Pe. 1:6; 2 Co. 4:16-18  

God’s keeping power – 1 Pe. 1:5; 1 Co. 10:13; Mt. 28:18-20 

 

Conclusion 

Our salvation will ultimately be revealed at the end of the way when 

Christ comes and raptures the church.  At that point, we will reap our 

inheritance.  Heaven is sure; suffering is sure; but God’s keeping power 

is also sure.  Through faith in Jesus Christ, we will attain our heavenly 

hope at the end of the way (Col. 1:5). 

 



April 9, 2017 

“Trials of Faith” 
 

Main Point 

Our faith is being proven and perfected as we persevere through trails 

and sufferings. 

 

Introduction 

Essentially, all of life is one big trial or test of faith.  As we pass through 

this temporal life, we are establishing where we will spend our eternity.  

Of course, the goal of the child of God is heaven.  We live in anticipation 

of the Lord’s coming, and we spiritually prepare ourselves to make 

heaven our home (Mt. 25:10-13). 

 

Key Verse 

“That the trial of your faith, being much more precious than of gold that 

perisheth, though it be tried with fire, might be found unto praise and 

honour and glory at the appearing of Jesus Christ” (1 Pe. 1:7). 

 

Lesson Summary 

As Christians, why must we suffer?  Suffering is one of the major issues 

that world religions have tried to address and resolve.  In 1 Peter 1:7, the 

apostle gave sense and significance to our suffering and trials of faith.  

First of all, we need to understand that our faith is precious.  Our faith in 

Jesus Christ is more precious than anything else we possess.  It’s not 

only precious to us but also to God.  In fact, nothing in this life is 

comparable to our faith in him.  Our faith is more precious than the 

purest and finest gold which perishes.  Without Christ, all of the money 

and possessions of this world means nothing.  All of these things will 

surely pass away.  Jesus taught, “Heaven and earth shall pass away, but 

my words shall not pass away” (Mt. 24:35; 2 Pe. 3:10-13).  Our faith in 

Jesus Christ is therefore precious because it transcends this present 

world, carrying us from the temporal into the eternal where our faith 

becomes sight (Ro. 8:22-25; 2 Co. 5:6-7).  Moreover, our faith is being 

proven through our trials and sufferings in Christ.  In the same way that 

gold and precious metals are tried (refined) with fire, our faith is also 

tried.  The word “tried” means “approved,” as in “tried and true.”  It 

means tested and found to be the real thing.  Precious metals are purified 

and refined by fire: impurities are burned up, and the dross is removed 

through the process of the refiner’s fire (Pr. 25:4; see also 1 Co. 3:11-



15).  Our faith is thus being purified and proven as we go through 

“manifold temptations” for the cause of Christ (1 Pe. 1:6; Ja. 1:12).  

Furthermore, by persevering in faith to the finish, we will give praise to 

God when Christ comes for his church at the rapture (1 Th. 4:13-18; 1 

Co. 15:51-58; 2 Ti. 4:7-8).  So suffering should be considered an integral 

part of faith in Christ.  Until he comes again, we should expect our faith 

to be tried.  The essential test of our faith is thus: Will we continue to 

believe and hope for the unseen when everything we see in this world 

opposes faith in Christ?  In 1 Peter 1:8, he explained that we love Jesus 

though we have not seen him.  We know him and rejoice in him by faith 

but have never seen him face to face (Jn. 20:27-29).  We experience joy 

and glory beyond words, yet we have never seen Christ in the flesh.  This 

is the nature of real faith that stands when put to the test – faith with real 

substance behind it – “Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the 

evidence of things not seen” (He. 11:1).  Our faith is being “tried with 

fire” (1 Pe. 1:7).  It’s a faith that lives in the expectation of Christ’s 

appearing.  We are waiting on Jesus to come for us just as he promised.  

We believe in him; we love him; we rejoice in him; and we are looking 

for his appearing (Tit. 2:13).   

 

Scripture Study 

Precious faith – 1 Pe. 1:7; Mt. 24:35; 2 Pe. 3:10-13; Ro. 8:22-25; 2 Co. 

5:6-7 

Proven and perfected faith – 1 Pe. 1:6-7; Pr. 25:4; Ja. 1:12; 1 Co. 3:11-15 

Persevering faith – 1 Th. 4:13-18; 1 Co. 15:51-58; 2 Ti. 4:7-8; 1 Pe. 1:8-

9; He. 11:1 

 

Conclusion 

Clearly, God has saved us and given us his Spirit; he keeps us by his 

power and grace; and he proves and perfects our faith by bringing us 

through many trials and sufferings.  We already experience a foretaste of 

heaven through the Spirit, but we look forward to so much more at the 

coming of Christ (2 Co. 12:1-4; 1 Co. 2:9-10).  Our faith in Jesus is 

presently being tried and proven until we obtain our final salvation.  

Hence, Jesus taught us perseverance, saying, “But he that shall endure 

unto the end, the same shall be saved” (Mt. 24:13).  At the end of the 

way, we will receive our full salvation bringing praise, honor, and glory 

to God at Christ’s appearing. 

 

 

 



April 16, 2017 

“Holiness” 
 

Main Point 

Our holiness in Christ is most profoundly expressed in our love one to 

another. 

 

Introduction 

The apostle Peter explained the expectation of the redeemed at the 

coming of Christ: that we should reap the grace and salvation of God (1 

Pe. 1:13).  He also explained God’s expectation of us as we prepare 

ourselves for Christ’s coming: that we should live holy lives.  In today’s 

lesson, we will explore holiness in the life of the believer. 

 

Key Verse 

“But as he which hath called you is holy, so be ye holy in all manner of 

conversation” (1 Pe. 1:15). 

 

Lesson Summary 

Peter asserted that the saints will reap the grace of God when Christ 

comes for the church.  Of course, the world will not reap grace, but 

rather judgment.  In order to prepare ourselves to receive the grace of 

God, Peter admonished: 1) “gird up the loins of your mind,” 2) “be 

sober,” and 3) “hope to the end” (1 Pe. 1:13).  In other words, if we plan 

on receiving grace and not judgment at his coming, then we should 

follow Peter’s solemn admonition.  The mind is the spiritual battlefield.  

Peter urged the saints to “gird up.”  We must pull our thoughts together 

in Christ taking control of our thinking.  The apostle Paul expressed the 

same idea when writing to the church in Corinth – “Casting down 

imaginations, and every high thing that exalteth itself against the 

knowledge of God, and bringing into captivity every thought to the 

obedience of Christ” (2 Co. 10:5).  This requires both soberness of mind 

(i.e. being spiritually alert and watchful for Christ’s coming, 1 Th. 5:4-6) 

and hope-filled thinking (i.e. a mindset that never loses the “hope of 

salvation” and the expectation of Christ’s coming, vv. 7-9).  Hope keeps 

us moving forward and persevering in Christ.  When a person begins to 

think within himself, “I can’t follow Christ; it’s too hard; I can’t make 

it,” and when he becomes discouraged in his faith, he is spiritually 

defeated if he loses hope.  Therefore, we must “gird up” our thoughts in 

Christ, and we do so primarily through Bible study, prayer, and worship. 



Furthermore, to prepare ourselves for Christ’s coming, we should pattern 

ourselves after him.  Peter declared, “As obedient children, not 

fashioning yourselves according to the former lusts in your ignorance” (1 

Pe. 1:14).  As children of God, we must obey the Lord unto his coming.  

Of course, obedience is first an attitude and desire of the heart (Ro. 

6:17).  Obedience is yielding ourselves to God; it is our humble 

submission to his authority (Ja. 4:7, 10; Ro. 6:13, 16).  Peter explained 

what he meant by obedience – “not fashioning yourselves according to 

the former lusts in your ignorance.”  Notice that he did not give us a list 

of do’s and don’ts to define our obedience in Christ.  Rather, Peter 

understood obedience as a pattern of works (“fashioning yourselves”) 

completely opposite to our former lifestyle in sin.  In other words, the 

Christian lifestyle is radically different than a sinner’s.  Jesus Christ – 

God revealed in human flesh – is now our pattern for living; and we are 

striving to be like him.  What is Christ like?  Jesus is holy (1 Pe. 1:15-

17).  The rationale and basis for our being holy transcends the doctrine 

and standards of the church, the body of Christ.  We should pursue a 

holy lifestyle because God is holy; the head of the church is holy.  

Holiness is God’s nature; and we are to pursue holiness in pursuit of him 

(1 Jn. 3:2-3). 

 

Scripture Study 

Take control of our thoughts – 1 Pe. 1:13; 2 Co. 10:5; 1 Th. 5:4-9 

Pattern ourselves after Christ – 1 Pe. 1:14; Ja. 4:7, 10; Ro. 6:13, 16-17 

Pursue Christ’s holiness – 1 Pe. 1:15-17; 1 Jn. 3:2-3 

Holiness in love – 1 Pe. 1:22; Jn. 13:35; Ro. 5:5; 1 Jn. 4:12-13 

 

Conclusion 

Many times, people may think of holiness only in terms of certain 

external behaviors (e.g. one’s choice of attire, adornment, and 

entertainment).  But outward holiness alone falls short of true holiness in 

Christ; for sinners may conform to the same external practices, however, 

perhaps for different reasons.  Certainly, inward righteousness will be 

reflected in outward practices.  Nevertheless, our true holiness in Christ 

is most profoundly expressed in our genuine and fervent love one to 

another (1 Pe. 1:22; Jn. 13:35; Ro. 5:5; 1 Jn. 4:12-13).   

 

 

 

 

 



April 23, 2017 

“Redeemed” 
 

Main Point 

We are redeemed from the bondage and corruption of sin in order to live 

holy lives pleasing to God. 

 

Introduction 

Emphasizing readiness for Christ’s coming, the apostle Peter clarified 

God’s call and requirement for every child of God, saying, “But as he 

which hath called you is holy, so be ye holy in all manner of 

conversation” (1 Pe. 1:15).  In today’s lesson, Peter will further explain 

the basis of our acceptance and holiness in Christ (vv. 18-19).  

 

Key Verse 

“But with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and 

without spot” (1 Pe. 1:19). 

 

Lesson Summary 

How do sinners become acceptable and holy to God?  Peter wrote to 

explain how holiness is made possible for sinners.  The basis and 

foundation of holiness is rooted in Christ’s redemptive work (1 Pe. 1:18).  

We must be redeemed (set free) from the bondage and corruption of sin.  

What does it mean to be redeemed?  Briefly, under the Old Testament 

law, if one was so impoverished that he could not pay his debts, he could 

be sold as a hired servant.  However, his freedom could be purchased by 

a near kinsman: a redeemer (Le. 25:39-55).  Therefore, in redemption, 

someone else pays the price for you.  He pays your debt – a debt you 

cannot pay.  As sinners, we could never save ourselves. So God had to 

provide the way of salvation for us.  He had to redeem us.  The price for 

our freedom from sin (i.e. our ransom, Mk. 10:45; 1 Ti. 2:5-6) was paid 

by Jesus Christ when he went to the cross.  He did not pay a monetary 

sum.  It was not corruptible silver and gold that bought our salvation, but 

rather Christ’s very own precious blood was the price of our freedom (1 

Pe. 1:19; Col. 1:14; Ep. 1:7).  When writing about redemption, Peter 

spoke of “vain conversation received by tradition from your fathers” (v. 

18).  Many world religions, like that of the Jews, have resorted to 

traditions and vain ways of life which attempt to secure salvation.  They 

are eagerly trying to make themselves acceptable to God.  But manmade 

religion can never make us holy and acceptable because we are utterly 



incapable of paying the sin debt (Mt. 18:23-25).  Only the blood of Jesus 

could satisfy God’s justice and righteous demands (2 Co. 5:21; He. 10:7, 

12; 1 Jn. 2:2).  “What can wash away our sins? – Nothing but the blood 

of Jesus!”  Literally, billions are trapped in the religious vanities of a 

works-based salvation.  Consider the Jews.  They corrupted and distorted 

the meaning and purpose of the law by their elaborate tradition (Mk. 7:5-

9, 13).  By the time Christ came in fulfillment of the law, the Jews, 

particularly the Jewish leaders, stumbled at him and rejected him (1 Co. 

1:23; 1 Pe. 2:8).  Their corrupt tradition (actually their corruption of 

God’s Word, 2 Pe. 3:16) could never have redeemed them.  Thereby, 

they resorted to their own works in keeping the law as the means of 

salvation, rather than faith in Christ and his redemptive work on the 

cross.  However, Jesus’ death on the cross and his shed blood provided 

the only source for our redemption.  He alone came into the world to be 

the sacrificial Lamb of God – “without blemish and without spot” – to be 

the holy sacrifice to purchase a holy people (1 Pe. 1:19).  His work at 

Calvary was all-sufficient.  Peter’s point is very clear: Christ redeemed 

us to be holy and pleasing to God.  The way of holiness includes both 

sanctification and consecration only made possible through the blood of 

Jesus.  Peter taught that believers live holy lives separated to God 

through “sanctification of the Spirit” and “obeying the truth through the 

Spirit” (1 Pe. 1:2; 2 Th. 2:13; 1 Pe. 1:14-15, 22).  So then, based on 

Christ’s redemptive work, Peter lifts up God’s will for his people: “Be ye 

holy; for I am holy” (1 Pe. 1:16). 

 

Scripture Study 

Redemption – 1 Pe. 1:18-19; Lev. 25:39-55; Mk. 10:45; 1 Ti. 2:5-6; Col. 

1:14; Ep. 1:7 

Jesus paid the sin debt – 1 Pe. 1:18; Mt. 18:23-25; 2 Co. 5:21; He. 10:7, 

12; 1 Jn. 2:2 

The sufficiency of Christ – Mk. 7:5-9, 13; 1 Co. 1:23; 1 Pe. 2:8; 1 Pe. 

1:19 

Redeemed for holiness – 1 Pe. 1:2, 14-16, 19, 22; 2 Th. 2:13 

 

Conclusion 

Jesus provided the way for sinners to be made acceptable to God.  He 

purchased our freedom from sin.  Through his death and by his blood we 

are redeemed from the bondage and corruption of sin in order to live 

holy lives pleasing to God. 

 

 



April 30 

“The Word” 
 

Main Point 

Our access to God depends on the revelation of the Holy Scriptures, the 

word of God. 

 

Introduction 

As children of God, our sins have been forgiven.  We have been washed 

and cleansed by the blood of Jesus.  Peter taught that we are redeemed to 

be holy: to walk in the Spirit according to the Word of God.  In today’s 

lesson, we will explain and emphasize the priority of the Word of God in 

our salvation. 

 

Key Verse 

“But the word of the Lord endureth for ever.  And this is the word which 

by the gospel is preached unto you” (1 Pe. 1:25). 

 

Lesson Summary 

When Jesus came, the majority of the Jewish leaders did not believe and 

accept him as the Christ sent from God.  They did not confess, as did 

Peter, “Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God” (Mt. 16:16; Jn. 

6:68-69).  Consequently, they did not grasp God’s eternal purpose in 

Jesus Christ (Ep. 3:11).  Jesus was actually “foreordained before the 

foundation of the world” (1 Pe. 1:20).  Sadly, the Jews turned God’s law 

(corrupted by their own tradition) into the epitome and apex of God’s 

desire for his people.  They could not see that Christ was the fulfillment 

of the law, and thus, the end of the law for God’s people (Ro. 10:4; 2 Co. 

3:13; He. 8:13).  Nevertheless, God’s plan of salvation has always been 

Jesus Christ from the very beginning: before the law, during the law, and 

after the law.  In fact, the apostle Paul declared the very purpose of the 

law was to point to faith in Christ (Ga. 3:24).  God’s eternal plan was/is 

Christ, yet he was not manifest and revealed, as Peter stated, until “these 

last times” for us all (1 Pe. 1:20).  Being God’s eternal plan of salvation, 

Jesus is our only access to God (Ro. 5:2); he is the only way to the 

Father (1 Pe. 1:21; Jn. 14:6).  By his death and resurrection, we come to 

God (Ro. 5:10; 10:9).  We do not come to God on the basis of a dead 

prophet, but rather a risen Savior.  Of course, world religions depend on 

vain beliefs and practices, such as looking to a dead prophet (guru) for 

the way of salvation.  In contrast, we serve a risen Lord.  He has 



ascended and returned to the Father in glory that our faith and hope 

might be in God; and he is now at the right hand of God interceding for 

us (Col. 3:1-2; He. 7:25).  Moreover, we presently await the coming of 

the Lord to catch away his bride (1 Th. 4:16-17).  Our hope is above; our 

faith is directed toward heaven; and Christ is our access.  We thus live 

with a heavenly hope.  Our eager expectation is Christ’s soon coming.  

So we are not living for this world, but for the world to come.  In chapter 

one, Peter wrote about the prophetic revelation of Jesus Christ and our 

salvation through him (vv. 10-12).  Then in the closing verses of chapter 

one, he emphasized “the word (logos) of God, which liveth and abideth 

for ever” (v. 23).  Here he equated the eternal Word with the historic 

Jesus of the New Testament (Jn. 1:1-3, 14).  The Word or logos of God, 

God’s eternal mind and will, was revealed in Jesus the Christ, the only 

begotten Son of God (3:16).  Peter further equated Jesus Christ, who is 

the eternal Word of God made flesh, with the revelation of the Holy 

Scriptures, saying, “But the word (rhema) of the Lord endureth for ever.  

And this is the word (rhema) which by the gospel is preached unto you” 

(1 Pe. 1:25).  Jesus Christ was revealed by the word (“rhema”) of the 

Lord, that is, by the truth which God has spoken and given to his people 

down through the ages (1 Pe. 1:10-12; He. 1:1; 2 Pe. 1:21). 

 

Scripture Study 

God’s eternal plan – Mt. 16:16; Jn. 6:68-69; Ep. 3:11; 1 Pe. 1:20-21; Ro. 

10:4; 2 Co. 3:13; He. 8:13; Ga. 3:24  

Our access to God – Ro. 5:2, 10; 10:9; 1 Pe. 1:21; Jn. 14:6; Col. 3:1-2; 

He. 7:25; 1 Th. 4:16-17 

The word of God – 1 Pe. 1:10-12, 23, 25; Jn. 1:1-3, 14; 3:16; He. 1:1; 2 

Pe. 1:21 

 

Conclusion 

Peter explained three ideas in one reality: 1) the eternal, personal Word 

of God (logos), 2) Jesus Christ (the Word made flesh), and 3) the 

word(s) of the Lord, the Scriptures, the gospel (rhema).  All three are one 

and the same revelation of God.  Clearly, the Holy Scriptures are the 

written revelation of God to mankind.  Therefore, our access to God 

depends on the revelation of the Holy Scriptures, the word of God. 

 


