
 

 

  
Theme: Bible Heroes 

Lesson: Daniel- A Reputation of Strength 
Lesson Text: Daniel Chapter 1 

August 6, 2017 

Lesson Summary 

When Daniel and his three friends were in Babylon, King Nebuchadnezzar gave orders to a man named Ashphenaz. He wanted Ashphenaz to 
go to the young men who had been taken as prisoners from Judah and look for those who were good looking, smart and were quick learners. 
King Nebuchadnezzar wanted the best of these young men to work for him in his kingdom. Ashphenaz chose Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and 
Azariah along with many other young men who were good looking, smart and quick learners. The king didn’t want them to have their Jewish 
names anymore so he renamed Daniel and his three friends. Their Babylonian names were Belteshazzar, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. 
The king took good care of all these men. He gave the young men delicious meals from his table. They were allowed to eat the rich, delicious 
foods that the king liked to eat. They could also drink the wine that he drank. Because he was a Jew, Daniel knew that he could not eat that 
food. Daniel wanted to obey God and eat the foods that God said he could eat. The Babylonians ate meat from pigs and Jewish people were 
not allowed to eat that meat. There were other foods that the Babylonians ate that Daniel knew he should not eat, especially if the food had 
been offered to idols. Daniel would not sin against God by eating food that God did not want him to eat. It took courage for him to take a stand to 
go and speak to Ashphenaz about his decision. This decision could have cost him his life but God had worked in Ashphenaz’s heart and caused 
him to like Daniel. Ashphenaz put a man named Melzar in charge of Daniel. Daniel asked Melzar if he could take a test. He asked if he and his 
three friends could eat vegetables and drink water for ten days. If at the end of the ten days they looked worse than those who were eating the 
king’s food, then he could punish him however he wanted. Melzar agreed to the test.  At the end of the ten days, the Bible says that Daniel and 
his three friends looked healthier than those who were eating the king’s food. Since Daniel and his friends passed the test, they didn’t have to 
eat the king’s food and were allowed to obey God. 
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Teacher Preparation 
Readings: Daniel 1:1-21 
 
Lesson Objective:  The children will learn that choosing to honor God will give them a holy reputation. 
 
Materials:  Bible, paper, crayons or writing utensil. 
 
Memory Verse: “Even a child is known by his doings, whether his work be pure, and whether it be right” (Proverbs 20:11). 

 Ideas to Illuminate 
Bring the children a snack, maybe fruit and then explain how their 
reputation reflects whether they have good fruit or bad. 

 

Questions for Class Discussion: 
1) "In Daniels time", certain foods were considered unclean and 

forbidden. What kind of things do we have in our life today that 
might be considered unclean and forbidden? 
 

2) How can you have a pure/holy reputation in school or around 
family and friends? 



 

 

  
Theme: Bible Heroes 

Lesson: Daniels Friends- A Reputation of Courage 

Lesson Text: Daniel 3 
August 13, 2017 

Lesson Summary 

Now Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, friends of Daniel, were acting as administrators over the province of Babylon 
when King Nebuchadnezzar decided to make a golden image that was about 9 stories tall. He had a ceremony 
announcing that everyone must bow down and worship the image when they hear the music being played. If they didn’t, 
they were to be thrown into a fiery furnace. Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego would only bow down to the one and 
only real God (our God). Because they wouldn’t bow down, the King had his soldiers to make the furnace hotter, then 
bind them and throw the three men into the furnace. It was so hot that it even burned up the soldiers. Then the King saw 
that there were not 3 but 4 men walking around, and they were loose. The forth man’s image was like the son of God. 
When he let them out, the three men were not burned.  They did not even smell like smoke. King Nebuchadnezzar 
knew that the God that they served was the true and living God. 
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Teacher Preparation 

Readings:  Daniel 3:10-30 
 
Lesson Objective:  The student will learn that God gives them the courage and the encouragement they need 
even during hard times, peer pressures, and when they are being mistreated (persecution).  
 
Materials:  Bible, popcorn or something light that can be tossed (cotton balls, etc.)  
 
Memory Verse: “Have I not commanded thee? Be strong and of a good courage; be not afraid, neither be 

dismayed: for the Lord thy God is with thee whithersoever thou goest” (Joshua 1:9). 

 Ideas to Illuminate: 
Have the kids to pair up and then stand across from one another 

(a little far). With one piece of popcorn and using only one hand, have them 
to toss the popcorn back and forth.  Each time they toss, have them step a 
little closer. The closer they get the easier it becomes. Compare this to how 
the closer we get to God the easier it is to serve and the easier it is to trust 
that He will protect us. 

Questions for Class Discussion: 
1. When were the people supposed to worship the golden image? 
2. What would happen if someone didn’t worship/bow down to the 

image? 
3. How can we find the courage we need to remain faithful to God 

during hard times, under peer pressure, or when someone 
mistreats us? 

 



 

 

  
Theme: Bible Heroes 
Lesson: Daniel- A Reputation of honoring 

Lesson Text: Daniel 5 
August 20, 2017 

Lesson Summary 

After Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego survived the fiery furnace, King Nebuchadnezzar had a disturbing 

vision. Daniel interpreted the vision for the king.  He told him that he would live like a wild animal for 

many years unless (or until) he gave up his sinful life by acknowledging God as Lord of all. Just as Daniel 

said, the vision came true and he lived as a wild animal until he finally changed his ways.  But sometime 

afterwards, his son, Belshazzar, became king. He did not honor God, nor humble himself. Instead, he did his 

best to fight against the Lord. He was having a great feast and in that same hour a man’s hand appeared and 

starting writing on the wall. The King was afraid. He called for Daniel who then interpreted the writing. He 

interpreted it to say, “The king’s reign is at an end and his kingdom will be given away.” Then Daniel was 

rewarded with clothing and jewels; and he was made the third ruler in the kingdom. That night King 

Belshazzar was slain, and then Darius became King. It pleased Darius to set Daniel as a ruler under him.  
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Teacher Preparation 

Readings:  Daniel 5:1, 4-6, 11-13, 16-17, 25-30 
 
Lesson Objective: The student will learn God rewards us with many blessings when we honor Him. 
 
Materials:  Bible, paper, crayons or writing utensil.  
 

Memory Verse: “Humble yourselves in the sight of the Lord, and he shall lift you up” (James 4:10). 

 Ideas to Illuminate: 
Have the children each write down a prayer. Their prayer 
should be one of honoring. Let them know that all good things 
come from God, and He alone is worthy of our praise. 

 

Questions for Class Discussion: 

4. Why did the king ask Daniel to come to him? 
5. What did the writing on the wall say? 

6. How and why was Daniel rewarded?  



 

Theme: Bible Heroes 
Lesson: Daniel-A Reputation of Faith 

Lesson Text: Daniel Chapter 6 
August 27, 2017 

Lesson Summary 

Many of the king’s subjects were upset by the favor Daniel received. Moreover, many people in the kingdom were already jealous 
of Daniel because of his high position within the kingdom, as he was only a captive from Judah. However, the people of King 
Darius’ knew they couldn’t find any reasons for the king to fire Daniel.  So they came up with a plan that would have Daniel disobey 
the king by making a law against his god.  They went to king Darius and said, "O great king, you are so wonderful that no one 
should pray to anyone but you.” The king liked the idea. So if anyone was caught praying to any god other than the king, he was to 
be thrown into the lions’ den for 30 days. They knew that Daniel would still pray to his god, so they spied on him.  Then they went 
and told the king that Daniel disobeyed, knowing the king had to honor his word. Daniel was thrown into the lion’s den. The king 
liked Daniel and was displeased with what he had to do; so he fasted all night. The next day, he went to check on Daniel and found 
that Daniel’s God had shut the lions’ mouths. Daniel was released, but the men that tricked the king were thrown in the den along 
with their families. 
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Teacher Preparation 

Readings:  Daniel 6:6-24 
 
Lesson Objective:  The student will learn that by having faith in God all things are possible.  
 
Materials:  Bible, paper, crayons or writing utensil. 
 
Memory Verse: “But Jesus beheld them, and said unto them, with men this is impossible; 

but with God all things are possible” (Matthew 19:26). 

 Ideas to Illuminate: 
By Faith (Game) 

Write each of the clues shown below on index cards. Divide the class into 
two teams. Following the rules of Charades, have the kids to act out the 
situations shown below. Tell the kids that all of the answers are about 
events in the Bible that took great faith. (All of these examples of faith can 
be found in Hebrews chapter 11.)  
1.  The walls of Jericho fell down    2.  David killed the giant Goliath  
3.  Daniel survived the den of lions  4.  Moses Parting the Red Sea 

Questions for Class Discussion: 
1.  How did Daniel show he had faith in God after he heard the decree? 
2.  How did the evil men know that Daniel would not give up praying to 

God? 


