
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lesson Outlines 

 

February 5 

Topic: Who Then Are We? 

Texts: 1 Co. 3:5-7; 1 Co. 12:4-12; Ro. 12:4-8; Lu. 

24:49; Jn. 14:16; 16:7; Mt. 16:18; Ac. 1:8; Col. 1:29; 

Ep. 3:20; Jn. 15:5; Lu. 10:17-20; Re. 4:11 

Key Verse: 1 Co. 3:6 

Main Point: We are laborers in God’s harvest field, 

reaping his increase, not our own. 

 

February 12 
Topic: Laboring Effectively 

Texts: 1 Co. 3:8-9; Ro. 12:4-5; Ep. 4:25; 1 Co. 12:20; 

Ro. 6:12-13; 8:5-8; He. 13:20-21; De. 20:1-4; Ga. 6:7-9 

Key Verse: 1 Co. 3:9 

Main Point: As all of us work together for the Lord in 

obedience to his Word, we will succeed in the mission 

of the church.   

 

February 19 
Topic: Building on the Right Foundation 

Texts: 1 Co. 3:9-11; He. 11:10; Ep. 2:20; Ac. 20:17-32; 

Mt. 7:24-25 

Key Verse: 1 Co. 3:11 

Main Point: To build the church of God, we must build 

on the right foundation – Jesus Christ and his Word. 

 

February 26 
Topic: The Fullness of God’s Increase 

Texts: 2 K. 4:1-7; Ps. 34:15-19; 1 Co. 1:26-29; 2 Co. 

12:9-10; Mt. 5:6; Ja. 2:22; He. 11:4-8 

Key Verse: 2 K. 4:3 

Main Point: Through faith and obedience, God fills our 

multiplied emptiness with his great increase. 
 

  

 

“God’s Increase” 

Faith-N-Focus  :  E-quip Your Faith 
         Adult Bible Studies                    “Essentials” 
 

Zion Assembly Church of God  –  Sunday School Services 
Writer: Todd D. McDonald 

  February 2017 Church Growth Principles Monthly Summary 

 In this month of Faith-N-Focus, we will 

study basic principles of God’s increase, based on 

the apostle Paul’s teaching in 1 Corinthians 3:5-11. 

What part do we play in building the church?  

How do we perceive ourselves in this illustrious 

task?  We are servants in the house of the Lord, 

faithfully carrying out our responsibilities.  We are 

laborers in God’s harvest field, reaping his 

increase, not our own.   

How do we labor effectively?  Of course, it 

requires teamwork – all of us working together.  

Also, we must work with God, not against him.  

As all of us work together for the Lord in 

obedience to his Word, we will succeed in the 

mission of the church.  Therefore, let us be faithful 

in our labors. 

 To build the church, we must build on the 

right foundation.  The foundation of the church 

was laid by the apostles; that foundation is Jesus 

Christ, the “chief corner stone” (Ep. 2:20).  Today, 

we must continue to build the church in agreement 

with the foundation.  To build anything which is 

inconsistent with Jesus Christ on the apostle’s 

doctrine is to build something other than God’s 

church. 
 In the final lesson, we will turn to the 

account of Elisha and the widow in 2 Kings 4:1-7, 

a story of miraculous provision.  In desperation, 

the widow cried out for help.  Through her faith 

and obedience, God filled her multiplied emptiness 

with his great increase.  Her experience serves as a 

pattern for God’s increase in the church today.  No 

matter how severe and challenging our 

circumstances may be, let us believe and obey the 

Lord, expecting to see his increase in the church. 

To receive your free monthly email subscription to Faith-N-Focus curriculum, please send your request to 
sundayschoolservices@zionassemblychurchofgod.com.  In addition to the Adult Bible Studies, you will 
also receive Faith-N-Focus for Teens and for Young Disciples.  For more information about Zion 
Assembly Church of God, please visit our website at www.zionassemblychurchofgod.com. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Introduction 
The church of God does not belong to men.  It is God’s church, his house, and Christ is the head.  Individuals make a 

grave error when they misappropriate ownership of the church to themselves simply because they have labored and 

sacrificed to build it.  Such thinking is fleshly and unspiritual, for even the increase from our labors and sacrifice 

belongs to God.  Since God gives the increase, then it is indeed his increase, not our own.  In today’s lesson, we will 

study this first principle in “Who Then Are We?” 

 

Key Verse 
“I have planted, Apollos watered; but God gave the increase” (1 Co. 3:6). 

 

Lesson Summary 
In 1 Corinthians 3:5, the apostle Paul asked the question: “Who then is Paul, and who is Apollos, but ministers by whom 

ye believed, even as the Lord gave to every man?”  Of course, Paul’s audience knew him well.  He was an apostle of Jesus 

Christ and a missionary sent to the Gentiles (Ac. 9:15-16; 1 Co. 1:1; 2 Co. 1:1; Ac. 18:1-6; Ga. 2:7-9).  As a key leader in 

the church, his ministry was essential to its growth and advancement.  Nevertheless, he stressed that the church is greater 

than Paul, Apollos, or any other minister.  As members of the church, we are all ministers, fulfilling our individual call, 

serving in the house of God, and doing our part in Christ’s mission.  In fact, we minister as God provides us with the 

ability, enablement, and opportunity to serve him (1 Co. 3:5; 1 Co. 12:4-12; Ro. 12:4-8).  We see this point emphasized 

when Jesus promised to pour out his Spirit in the church.  “And behold, I send the promise of my Father upon you: but 

tarry ye in the city of Jerusalem, until ye be endued with power from on high” (Lu. 24:49).  Christ sent the Holy Ghost 

not as an option but a necessity for the church (Jn. 16:7).  In other words, we require the Spirit’s help and empowerment 

to fulfill Christ’s mission (Jn. 14:16).  Because building the church is the handiwork of Christ himself, we cannot 

accomplish this work apart from his divine enablement (Mt. 16:18; Ac. 1:8).  Moreover, success in our spiritual conquest 

depends on God’s working in and through our efforts (1 Co. 3:6).  He prospers and blesses, as we serve and work by his 

divine enablement (Col. 1:29; Ep. 3:20).  Thus, the increase truly comes from God, not from us (v. 7).  Our efforts pale in 

comparison to the mighty works of God.  Jesus said, “I am the vine, ye are the branches: He that abideth in me, and I in 

him, the same bringeth forth much fruit: for without me ye can do nothing” (Jn. 15:5).  Therefore, when the Lord uses us 

to bring forth his increase, we should keep a humble spirit, and credit it to the glory, honor, and power of God (Lu. 10:17-

20; Re. 4:11). 

   

Scripture Study 
We minister as God provides – 1 Co. 3:5-6; 1 Co. 12:4-12; Ro. 12:4-8; Lu. 24:49; Jn. 14:16; 16:7; Mt. 16:18; Ac. 1:8 

God blesses as we minister – 1 Co. 3:6-7; Col. 1:29; Ep. 3:20; Jn. 15:5; Lu. 10:17-20; Re. 4:11 

 

Conclusion 
“Who then are we?”  We are servants in the house of the Lord, faithfully carrying out our responsibilities.  We are 

laborers in God’s harvest, simply doing our job.  Some of us plant the seeds, others add water, and still others 

contribute in various ways, but all of us labor in the fields according to the call of God and his enablement.  

Although we may appropriately express special recognition and appreciation for outstanding service to the church, 

valuing any one laborer above the others is too close to the sin of showing “respect to persons” (Ja. 2:9).  We want to 

make sure always the Lord is glorified in all things.  In the church, we value every member and every contribution 

that is made toward the overall success of our mission – to God be the glory (1 Co. 12:18-26; 1 Co. 1:31)! 

“Who Then Are We?” 

Faith-N-Focus  :  E-quip Your Faith 
        Adult Bible Studies                 “God’s Increase” 
 Zion Assembly Church of God  –  Sunday School Services 

Writer: Todd D. McDonald 
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Introduction 
Have you ever worked hard and given your all, yet seemingly accomplished little?  Nobody enjoys wasting his 

time and efforts.  Indeed, laboring without results leads to frustration and discouragement.  However, when we 

labor and then reap good results, we experience the satisfaction and pleasure of a job well-done.  In today’s 

lesson, we will examine how to labor more effectively for good results.  

 

Key Verse 
“For we are labourers together with God: ye are God’s husbandry, ye are God’s building” (1 Co. 3:9). 

 

Lesson Summary 
To be more effective in our mission, we must be “labourers together” (1 Co. 3:9).  Teamwork is productive and 

efficient.  When everyone works together, great strides can be achieved in the church’s mission.  Indeed, in the 

church, we are a team – “members one of another” (Ro. 12:5; Ep. 4:25).  Although we are many, we nevertheless are 

one (1 Co. 12:20; Ro. 12:4).  On a team, individual members have assigned jobs with specific responsibilities.  Take 

baseball, for example.  Baseball requires nine players: a pitcher, a catcher, players at first, second, third base, 

shortstop, and three outfielders.  Each one has a unique function.  Imagine a team where the outfielders try to act like 

the catcher, or the third baseman performs like the pitcher.  This kind of team is dysfunctional.  Instead, each player 

must fulfill his personal responsibilities and not attempt to function as another player on the team.  Of course, on any 

team, players will help and assist one another.  After all, this is what it means to be a team.  Nevertheless, laboring 

together never suggests doing each other’s job or attempting to take over one another’s responsibilities, because 

“every man shall receive his own reward according to his own labour” (1 Co. 3:8).  On any successful team, each 

player must know what is expected of him or her, and each one should strive to fulfill his own responsibilities, 

without interrupting and interfering with another’s work.  Because none of us can accomplish the mission of the 

church single-handedly, we should support and strengthen one another, working together for the glory of God.  

Certainly, we need each other’s help, and most of all, we need God’s help: “For we are labourers . . . with God” (1 

Co. 3:9).  However, laboring with God means we labor for God, rather than God laboring for us.  In other words, we 

do not set the pace for God, and then he works with us.  Instead, God sets the pace for us, and we labor with him.  In 

this way, God also labors with us, even as we labor with him and for him in obedience to his Word.  The only way to 

be effective in our mission is to work with God, not against him.  To have God’s favor as we labor, we must 

cooperate with his will, doing those things that please him according to his Word (Ro. 6:12-13; 8:5-8).  Only then 

can we be sure that God is working with us and through us (He. 13:20-21). 

   

Scripture Study 
Laboring together – 1 Co. 3:8-9; Ro. 12:4-5; Ep. 4:25; 1 Co. 12:20 

Laboring with God – 1 Co. 3:9; Ro. 6:12-13; 8:5-8; He. 13:20-21 

 

Conclusion 
As members of God’s church, we are teammates.  As all of us work together with the Lord in obedience to his 

Word, we will succeed in the mission of the church.  Victory in the spiritual conquest is ours, if we do not 

become “weary in well-doing” and faint in heart (Ga. 6:9; De. 20:1-4).  We will reap if we faithfully continue to 

labor together with God (Ga. 6:7-9). 

“Laboring Effectively” 

Faith-N-Focus  :  E-quip Your Faith 
                Adult Bible Studies          “God’s Increase” 
 Zion Assembly Church of God  –  Sunday School Services 

Writer: Todd D. McDonald 
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Introduction 
If a building is constructed on a faulty or insufficient foundation, it will be unstable and eventually collapse.  For 

example, the building may develop severe cracks, the floors may bow, or the walls may lean.  On the exact day that a 

homebuyer was preparing to go to the bank and complete the purchase of a new house, he was counseled not to buy 

it.  Why?  Before the closing, the buyer decided to have a general contractor inspect the house.  The building looked 

good on the outside and on the inside.  But what was beneath the floor was unstable.  For a house to stand firm, it 

must be built on the right foundation. 

 

Key Verse 
“For other foundation can no man lay than that is laid, which is Jesus Christ” (1 Co. 3:11). 

 

Lesson Summary 
In Corinthians 3:5-11, the apostle Paul uses the imagery of “God’s husbandry” – his garden or vineyard.  Paul 

explained that God is growing his church through the efforts and labors of his ministers, as they plant and water 

God’s field (vv. 5-9).  Paul was telling the church, “You are what God is growing.”  Then he said, “Ye are God’s 

building” (v. 9).  Again, he was saying to them, “You are what God is building – his special building project” (He. 

11:10).  Paul declared that the church must be built on the right foundation (vv. 9-11).  When writing to the saints at 

Ephesus, he explained how they were “built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ himself 

being the chief corner stone” (Ep. 2:20).  When Paul met with the elders at Ephesus, he warned them about 

“grievous wolves” entering the church, and reminded them that the church was purchased with Christ’s own blood 

(Ac. 20:28-29).  The very foundation of the church is Jesus Christ himself (1 Co. 3:11).  This foundation will never 

be changed.  Therefore, Jesus Christ will forever be the “chief corner stone” of God’s house.  Paul referred to 

himself as “a wise masterbuilder,” indicating that what he laid was indeed the right foundation for the church (1 Co. 

3:10; Mt. 7:24-25).  In other words, he did not make a mistake in his labors, but faithfully carried out his commission 

to establish God’s church (Ac. 20:17-27).  As an apostle, he had the great responsibility and privilege of laying the 

foundation of the New Testament church.  Paul laid the foundation in agreement with Jesus Christ, the chief corner 

stone.  The apostles laid the foundation of the church in Christ, and, since then, many saints and ministers have built 

on the foundation that they laid.  Today, we must continue to build the church in agreement with the Biblical 

foundation, for some will depart from the faith and try to lead us astray (Ac. 20:30-31).  That foundation is preserved 

for us in the Word of God, the Holy Scriptures, particularly in the light of the New Testament.  Through the Holy 

Ghost revealing the same foundation of Christ to us today, we too can build on the right foundation (v. 32). 

   

Scripture Study 
Jesus Christ, the chief corner stone – 1 Co. 3:9, 11; He. 11:10; Ep. 2:20; Ac. 20:28-29 

Building on Christ – 1 Co. 3:10; Mt. 7:24-25; Ac. 20:17-27, 30-32  

 

Conclusion 
To build anything which is inconsistent with Jesus Christ on the apostle’s doctrine is to build something other than 

God’s church.  Paul’s admonition to the church at Corinth still holds true today: “But let every man take heed how 

he buildeth thereupon” (1 Co. 3:10).  To build the church of God, we must build on the right foundation – Jesus 

Christ and his Word.  As we do, we will reap God’s increase. 

“Building on the Right Foundation” 

Faith-N-Focus  :  E-quip Your Faith 
          Adult Bible Studies                 “God’s Increase” 
 Zion Assembly Church of God  –  Sunday School Services 

Writer: Todd D. McDonald  
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Introduction 
Today’s lesson is the story of Elisha and the widow – a story of miraculous provision.  Finding herself overwhelmed by 

impoverished circumstances, this poor woman was blessed when God gave her an increase through the ministry of Elisha.  Let 

us consider some of the particular points through which God gave his increase, as a pattern for his increase in the church today. 

 

Key Verse 
“Then he said, Go, borrow thee vessels abroad of all thy neighbors, even empty vessels; borrow not a few” (2 K. 4:3). 

 

Lesson Summary 
“Now there cried a certain woman of the wives of the sons of the prophets unto Elisha, saying, Thy servant my husband is dead; 

and thou knowest that thy servant did fear the Lord: and the creditor is come to take unto him my two sons to be bondmen” (2 

K. 4:1).  The cry of this woman was crucially important to the unfolding of the story.  Crying out was the turning point in her 

situation.  Until she cried, nothing changed.  The Lord always sees our circumstances – he hears the cry of the righteous (Ps. 

34:15-19).  Indeed, crying for God’s help is never in vain.  Because of the debt she incurred through the death of her husband, 

the creditor intended to take her two sons as payment for her debt.  The widow felt desperate.  She had lost her husband, but 

now losing her two sons also was more than she could bear.  When she cried to Elisha to intervene, he asked, “What shall I do 

for thee?  tell me, what hast thou in the house” (1 K. 4:2)?  Perhaps, she owned something that could pay her debt.  However, 

her desperation was even more evident when she replied, “Thine handmaid hath not any thing in the house, save a pot of oil” (v. 

2).  Fortunately, God is not limited by our limitations.  Our pitiful circumstances and weaknesses do not prevent God from 

working in us, through us, and for us (1 Co. 1:26-29).  In fact, our desperate needs create opportunities for God to manifest his 

presence and power in our lives (2 Co. 12:9-10).  Elisha said, “Go, borrow thee . . . empty vessels.”  Imagine a poor widow with 

one pot of oil surrounded by numerous empty vessels.  What was God doing?  How could empty vessels benefit the widow?  

Nevertheless, she clearly had faith in the Word of God.  She did exactly what the prophet instructed her to do.  He told her to 

borrow many empty vessels.  Thereby, the Lord initially multiplied the widow’s emptiness through adding many empty vessels 

to her.  Now she had not only a meager pot of oil, but a collection of emptiness surrounding her.  Through increasing her 

emptiness, God demonstrated his fullness.  After all, what is an empty vessel to the Lord, but a vessel needing to be filled?  The 

depth of our emptiness opens the door for the fullness of God’s increase in our lives.  He satisfies our hunger and thirst (Mt. 

5:6).  This is the blessedness of emptiness.  Finally, the widow “went from him, and shut the door upon her and upon her sons, 

who brought the vessels to her; and she poured out” (v. 5).  The Lord blesses our faith and obedience to his Word.  The example 

of this story supports this important principle: as we exercise faith in the Word of God and take right action based on our faith 

in his Word, we experience God’s increase and blessings in our lives (Ja. 2:22).  The Lord will do just what he says he will do.  

By faith, she borrowed vessels.  By faith, she shut the door and began to pour the oil into the empty vessels.  In her obedience to 

the Word of the Lord, she received God’s great increase.  Every empty vessel was filled (v. 6). 

 

Scripture Study 
Crying out – 2 K. 4:1; Ps. 34:15-19 

Desperate opportunities – 2 K. 4:2; 1 Co. 1:26-29; 2 Co. 12:9-10 

The blessedness of emptiness – 2 K. 4:3; Mt. 5:6 

Believing and Obeying – 2 K. 4:4-7; Ja. 2:22; He. 11:4-8 

 

Conclusion 
“Then she came and told the man of God.  And he said, Go, sell the oil, and pay the debt, and live thou and thy children of the 

rest” (v. 7).  When we cry out and turn to the Lord for help, he will fill our multiplied emptiness with his great increase, even as 

we obey his Word in faith, knowing that he will not fail us, for he is our sufficiency.  No matter how severe and challenging our 

circumstances may be, let us believe and obey the Lord, expecting to see his increase in the church. 

“The Fullness of God’s Increase” 
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