
    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 Faith 
  “Faith, Part Two” – February 5, 2017 

Introduction to lesson 

It is important to look at Sarah’s faults as well as her faith.  She 

settled with the idea that she was not going to receive a promise.  

Many of us have the same frame of mind.  We settle!  We believe 

that this is the best it’s going to get. Some will settle with a 

relationship that is not beneficial because we believe that we will 

not receive the man or woman of our promise.  Some will stay at 

a dead-end job because they believe they are not smart enough for 

something better.  God promises us that he will empower us and 

direct us for success, but will we be patient enough to see it?  

Sarah told Abraham to take Hagar (Sarah’s handmaid) as a wife 

because she did not see how God’s promise could be fulfilled 

through her.  For that decision, a false seed (Ishmael) came before 

the son of promise.  But in the end, Sarah embraced God’s 

promise by faith, and she bore a son (Isaac) in her old age.  Faith 

is the glue that binds the promises of God to our lives.  Believe 

God’s promises! 

 

 Have you ever settled for less because you believed you 

could not obtain something better from God?  

 Does the laugh by Sarah represent a lack of faith or a lack of 

understanding?  What if God informed you of something you 

believed impossible, would you question the promise? 

 Faith in God’s promises may seem unrealistic by “scientific” 

standards.  Will you believe God’s Word regardless of our human 

limitations?  

Think about it: We must understand “the righteousness of God 
is revealed from faith to faith” (Rom. 1:17).  Satan will place obstacles 
in our way to destroy our faith; but true faith in God’s promises will 
press through every difficulty.  James 1:2-5 explains that trials of our 
faith produce patience, and this patience enables us to overcome all 
obstacles.  The wisdom of God allows us to trust his promises and 
rest our hopes on them.  For this reason, we need to pray for godly 
wisdom and understanding.  If we cannot see the wisdom of God, 
then we may rely on the wisdom of man and such wisdom is cursed 
(Jer. 17:5).  However, God gives “blessings” to the man “who trusts in 
the Lord” (Jer. 17:7).  So don’t settle with the words people may say 
about you; and don’t settle with the negative attitudes of others.  But 
rather, “Stand fast in the faith and be brave” (1 Cor. 16:13-14).  Stand 
on God’s promises and do not fall victim to timing!!  Too many people 
will attempt to speed up the promises of God; however, they will fail 
because God’s time is his time.  Be strong in faith, and be patient! 

 

Key Verse: “By faith Sarah herself also received 

strength to conceive seed, and she bore a child when she 

was past the age …” (Heb. 11:11). 

Lesson – “Sarah’s Faith” 

Scriptures – Heb. 11:11; Rom. 1:17; James 1:2-5; Jer. 17:5, 7 
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Questions to Discuss: 

Zion Assembly Church of God 
Writer:  Bro. Allen Thompson 



    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 Faith 
  “Faith, Part Two” – February 12, 2017 

Introduction to lesson 

When Jesus was tempted by Satan, the devil showed Jesus “all 

the kingdoms of the world in a moment of time” (Lu. 4:5).  Then 

he said to Jesus: “All this power will I will give thee, and the 

glory of them: for that is delivered unto me; and to whomsoever I 

will I give it” (v. 6).  Of course, Jesus refused to worship him, 

saying, “Get thee behind me, Satan: for it is written, Thou shalt 

worship the Lord thy God, and him only shalt thou serve” (v. 8).  

To make it to heaven, we too must keep our focus on the Lord 

and serve him alone.  Satan will show you power (or authority) 

and glory (or success) in your sins, and he will even promise you 

the time of your life.  However, his promises are voided IOU’s 

that have no eternal value.  But we are promised heaven; and 

God’s promises will not fail (1 Pe. 1:4-5).  Live for heaven and 

not for the things of this world! 

 

 What is your Christian foundation (Lk. 6:47-49)? 

 What was Jesus teaching us through his temptation? 

 If Satan tempted you to build on a sandy foundation, what 

would it be (1 Cor. 3:10)? 

 When you are tempted to sin against God, how should you 

resist the temptation? 

Think about it: As Christians, we are living for heaven by 

remaining faithful to God in all things.  In the Old Testament, two 

prophets were received into heaven without seeing death: Elijah 

and Enoch.  These two men demonstrate outstanding faithfulness 

to God.  In 2 King 2:11-13 Elijah was separated from Elisha 

when the chariot came, indicating that the righteous will be 

separated from the world.  Elijah was wholly dedicated to God, 

and thus, he did not taste death because he lived a life worthy of 

the heavenly blessings.  After Elijah was taken up, Elisha tore his 

own clothes and put Elijah’s mantle upon himself.  Spiritually 

speaking, he stepped into Elijah’s shoes.  He picked up where 

Elijah left off; he walked in Elijah’s footsteps!  We too must walk 

faithfully with God in order to find our way home to heaven.  

Likewise, because Enoch pleased God, he also was taken up into 

heaven and did not see death (Heb. 11:5).  Enoch did the will of 

God “in earth, as it is in heaven,” and God took him to heaven 

(Mt. 6:10).  What can we learn from their examples?  First and 

foremost, we should live close to God and seek to please the 

Lord.  Also, we should leave behind a faithful example for others 

to follow in our footsteps.  Of course, Jesus is our primary 

example.  He showed us how to live and please God in all things.  

When we follow Christ by faith, obeying his Word, then we can 

be sure that heaven is our home! 

 

Key Verse: “For he looked for a city which hath foundations, 

whose builder and maker is God” (Heb. 11:10). 

Lesson – “Living for Heaven” 

Scriptures – Heb. 11:9-10, 16; Luke 6:47-49; 1 Cor. 3:10 
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 Faith 
  “Faith, Part Two” – February 19, 2017 

Introduction to lesson 

“What we obtain too easy, we value too lightly; it is the cost that gives value” 
(Anonymous).  As Christians, we will endure many trials – trials “much more 
precious than of gold” (1 Pe. 1:7).  The trials of our faith may be seen as 
overbearing, but God will never allow such trials to overtake us.  So we 
should rejoice as “partakers of Christ’s sufferings” because we have been 
found worthy (1 Peter 4:13).  Many Old Testament saints showed great faith 
and endurance by standing true in the face of trials and persecutions.  
Likewise, when we are persecuted, we must endure (Mt. 5:10-12)!  
Endurance is a necessary quality in someone who is faithful and loves the 
Lord.  We must understand that love “bears all things, believes all things, 
hopes all things, and endures all things” (1 Cor. 13:7).  Our faith in Jesus 
Christ is valuable beyond measure.  So let’s endure trials of the faith to the 
finish! 

 

 What has been your most rewarding trial that you have overcome 

during your walk with God? 

 What has been your hardest trial that still affects you? 

 Is anything holding you back from going forward in the Lord?  

How can the church help? 

 Do you think you could handle the trials of Job?  Which part of 

his trail would you possibly fail?  Which would be the easiest to 

overcome in your opinion?  

Think about it: Abraham Lincoln may have been one of the greatest 
presidents of the U.S., but he faced overwhelming hardships.  He lost his only 
Supreme Court battle, was defeated as Speaker of the House, lost the Vice 
Presidential bid, failed in multiple businesses, lost Senate races twice, and 
was rejected as a regional land officer.  Mr. Lincoln was a failure by many 
standards, yet he prevailed.  He lost many battles.  But when the nation 
needed a leader that would stare defeat in the eye, he became that leader.  
We cannot allow past failures to define our present and future.  Let’s consider 
another inspirational story.  Walt Disney was fired from six newspaper 
publishers for a lack of creativity.  He was told that Mickey Mouse lacked 
creativity and would scare children.  He was bankrupt and settled for eating 
dog food for weeks until he found another job.  He never knew success until 
after 18 years of work.  On his honeymoon, the ship ran out of money, and 
they were stranded on a steamboat.  While sitting by the bank of the river, the 
idea for his masterpiece happened – “Mickey Mouse: Steamboat.”  Walt found 
his inspiration in the midst of defeat.  The famous evangelist Dwight L. Moody 
said, “Take courage. We walk in the wilderness today and in the Promised 
Land tomorrow.”  Both Walt and Abraham could have stopped their pursuit, but 
they denied failure the opportunity to gloat.  Now consider the example of 
Jesus, the Son of God!  He did not stop his pursuit of God’s will, but he 
endured the lashings, thorns, insults, nails, and the cross.  What was the 
result?  His endurance purchased our salvation.  The next time you want to 
quit due to failures, consider the cross of Christ! 

 

Lesson – “Enduring Trials” 

Scriptures – 1 Pet. 1:7; 4:13; Mt. 5:10-12; 1 Cor. 13:7 
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Key Verse: “Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith; 
who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising 
the shame, and is set down at the right hand of the throne of God” 
(Heb. 12:2). 



    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 Faith 
  “Faith, Part Two” – February 26, 2017 

Introduction to lesson 

Your faith is what you believe, not what you can see and prove.  Many want faith in 
God to be a visible and tangible object that they can hold and see right now.  But 
“we walk by faith, not by sight” (2 Cor. 5:7).  Genuine faith demonstrates hope in a 
real God who remains invisible to the natural man.  Through faith in God’s Word 
and Spirit, we gain an understanding of whom we worship and a glimpse of what 
our God looks like.  One day, our faith will become sight when we behold the 
presence and glory of the Lord (1 Jn. 3:2).  But until then, we live in the hope of his 
soon coming.  Clearly, our immediate circumstances never determine our faith.  
Instead, regardless of what comes or goes, we hold to the promises of God.  For 
this reason, Paul and Silas had hope in a hopeless situation (Acts 16:25), and blind 
men could see their healing through the power of Jesus (Mt. 9:27-30).  Faith in God 

can see the fulfillment of God’s promise long before it happens. 

 

 Why did Joseph’s brothers hate him so much? (Gen. 37:1-5) 

 What did they decide to do to him? (Gen. 37:18-20) 

 What did his brothers finally do with Joseph? (Gen. 37:28) 

 Did this stop God from working in Joseph’s life? (Gen. 39:1-3) 

 What then happened to Joseph? Did this stop God from favoring him? 
(Gen. 39:20-23) 

 What was God doing in Joseph’s life through all of the ups and downs? 
(Gen. 41:41) 

Think about it: Because of all Joseph endured for Christ, we can see our 

own spiritual challenges in his life.  Although he had no Bible to guide him and no cell 
phone for a lifeline, he rested on his knowledge of God and God’s promises to him.  
God had a unique plan for Joseph’s life, and God gave him dreams to reveal his 
purposes through Joseph. But God’s plan was strongly opposed by Joseph’s 
brothers because they were jealous.  Therefore, in order to see God’s plan fulfilled in 
his life, Joseph had to endure many hardships.  For example, when he was a youth, 
he was cast into a pit and then sold into slavery by his envious brothers.  This pit 
reminds us that some will be envious of God’s purpose in us, but we must overcome 
their opposition and discouragement.  When Joseph was sold as a slave, he cried to 
his brothers, yet they ignored him.  Nevertheless, God was with him and prospered 
him (Gen. 39:1-3).  Although we may not like the direction life is taking us, we can be 
sure that God controls the outcome!  Joseph endured slavery at the hands of his 
brothers; he was tempted with adultery by his master’s wife; and he was imprisoned 
by his master although he was innocent.  But in all of this, God was still in control!  
Like Joseph, we will at times face trials of false accusations and judgments.  We will 
be mocked and labeled for standing up for what is right.  So faith means trusting in 
the Lord’s faithfulness even when the immediate situation works against us.  Faith is 
trusting God with the outcome.  In the end, Joseph was tempted to take revenge 
against his brothers for all they did against him.  As a powerful ruler in Egypt, he 
could have easily taken revenge.  By many people’s standard, Joseph was justified 
to punish those who wronged him; but instead he showed love and mercy.  The true 
character of an individual is how they treat someone who has wronged them.  
Through faith in Jesus and by the love of God, we too can rise above retaliation and 
instead forgive our enemies.  Joseph’s life was filled with hardships, but opposition 
did not stop God from fulfilling his will in Joseph’s life.  Instead, the trials and 
opposition actually served to accomplish God’s will.  From this perspective, we 
should see hardships in our faith as opportunities to grow in the Lord! 

 

Lesson – “Joseph’s Faith” 

Scriptures – Gen. 37:1-5, 18-20, 28; 39:1-3, 20-23; 41:41 
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Questions to Discuss: 

Zion Assembly Church of God 
Writer:  Bro. Allen Thompson 

Key Verse: “But the Lord was with Joseph, and showed him mercy, and 

gave him favour in the sight of the keeper of the prison” (Gen. 39:21). 


