
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lesson Outlines 

 

June 4  

Topic: Respect and Honor 

Texts: 1 Pe. 3:1-7; Ep. 5:21-33; Col. 3:18-19 

Key Verse: 1 Pe. 3:2 

Main Point: Respect and honor form the foundation 

of a strong marriage relationship that pleases the 

Lord. 

June 11 
Topic: Love One Another 

Texts: 1 Pe. 1:8, 22; 3:8-9; 4:8-10; 1 Co. 13:1-5; Pr. 

15:1; Ga. 5:13-15; Jn. 3:16 

Key Verse: 1 Pe. 4:8 

Main Point: We should value every member of the 

church, loving and serving one another. 

June 18 
Topic: Subjection and Humility 

Texts: 1 Pe. 5:1-7; Ac. 20:28; Jn. 21:15-19; 2 Co. 

11:28; Mk. 10:42-44; Ja. 3:1; Lu. 12:48; 1 Co. 4:1-4; 

Tit. 1:4-9; 2:7-8; 1 Ti. 3:1-7; He. 13:7, 17-18 

Key Verse: 1 Pe. 5:5 

Main Point: To have God’s favor among us, we 

should be submissive and humble toward each other. 

June 25 
 Topic: Be Sober and Vigilant 

Texts: 1 Pe. 5:5-10; 1:13; 4:7; 1 Th. 5:6-9; Mk. 

13:32-37; Lu. 21:34-36; Ph. 4:6; Ep. 6:10-12; 2 Co. 

10:3-4; Ja. 4:6-7, 10-11 

Key Verse: 1 Pe. 5:8 

Main Point: We will overcome the tactics of the devil 

if we remain sober and vigilant unto the coming of 

the Lord. 
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June 2017 Epistles of Peter Monthly Summary 

 In this month of Faith-N-Focus, we will 

continue our study of Peter’s first epistle.  We will 

look at various attributes of the committed 

Christian and see the benefits of these attributes at 

work in us.  In teaching about authority and order 

in our relationships, Peter wrote about the 

marriage relationship.  Respect and honor form the 

foundation of a strong marriage relationship that 

pleases the Lord.  This, of course, is essential 

because strong families build a strong church.   
 Peter admonished the saints to love each 

other.  But love is more than a sentiment; we show 

love toward others by our actions.  How we treat 

others speaks volumes!  Why is love so important in 

the church?  Loving one another creates an 

atmosphere in the church where every member feels 

valued and finds significance.  This is an atmosphere 

where people flourish and succeed. 

 God has provided leadership as a gift to the 

church.  We are blessed to have leaders who follow 

the heart of God.  The Lord is pleased when the 

members of the church cooperate with and submit to 

God’s leaders over them.  Likewise, the Lord is 

pleased when church leaders submit to the members 

by fulfilling the responsibilities of ready service and 

the obligation of being a faithful example.  The 

success of the church requires both good leaders and 

good followers.  Submission and humility are key to 

this success: “Yea, all of you be subject one to 

another, and be clothed with humility” (1 Pe. 5:5). 

 Finally, Peter concluded the first epistle by 

reminding the saints that Satan is a real, formidable 

foe.  But we will overcome him if we remain sober 

and vigilant unto the coming of the Lord.  Although 

we suffer as Christians and undergo Satan’s attacks, 

we are assured of “eternal glory” at the coming of 

Christ (1 Pe. 5:10).  Let’s remain sober and vigilant.   

To receive your free monthly email subscription to Faith-N-Focus curriculum, please send your request to 
sundayschoolservices@zionassemblychurchofgod.com.  In addition to the Adult Bible Studies, you will 
also receive Faith-N-Focus for Teens and for Young Disciples.  For more information about Zion 
Assembly Church of God, please visit our website at www.zionassemblychurchofgod.com. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Introduction 
When the apostle Peter wrote about submission to authority, he pointed to Christ as our supreme example who perfectly 

submitted himself to the will of the Father (1 Pe. 2:13-14, 18, 23; He. 10:7).  Then he wrote, “Likewise, ye wives, be in 

subjection to your own husbands; that, if any obey not the word, they also may without the word be won by the conversation of 

the wives” (1 Pe. 3:1).  In today’s lesson, we will consider submission in the marriage relationship. 

Key Verse 
“While they behold your chaste conversation coupled with fear” (1 Pe. 3:2). 

Lesson Summary 
Peter taught subjection (or submission) by choice, not by force: the wife should choose to submit to her husband.  The whole 

idea of submission suggests that husbands should have superior authority in the marriage relationship.  This point is evident in 1 

Peter 3:1, 5-6.  Ultimately, the husband’s authority is based on God’s created order (1 Co. 11:7-9; 1 Ti. 2:12-14).  Does the 

Biblical view of male authority harmonize with today’s world?  Regardless of prevailing cultural norms and social trends, Peter 

asserted that men should have authority in the family unit.  Why is the wife’s submission to her husband and his authority so 

vital and necessary?  If her husband is not a believer, then she has both the opportunity and responsibility to bring him to Christ 

by putting their relationship into the Biblical order.  Peter understood that many marriages are out of order.  No doubt, even 

some cultures have put the marriage relationship out of order.  Sin, of course, is the real issue that distorts the marriage 

relationship.  So when the believing wife puts the husband-wife relationship in the Biblical order, showing proper respect to her 

husband and his authority in the home, her lifestyle (i.e. behavior or conversation) – “without the word” (v. 1) – can actually 

turn him to the Lord.  If the husband is a sinner and does not regard the Scriptures, then her lifestyle of obedience to God’s 

Word will be a greater influence on him than her preaching at him.  According to the old saying, “Her life may be the only 

Bible he ever reads.”  Her “chaste conversation” in verse 2 is connected to Peter’s admonition regarding outward adornment in 

verse 3.  Her “fear” (i.e. respect and reverence) in verse 2 is connected to Peter’s admonition to have “a meek and quiet spirit” 

in verse 4.  Bottom line: When the husband experiences her respect and connects her submission to her faith in Christ, her 

humble attitude and godly actions will make a lasting impression on him.  Again, why is the wife’s submission to her husband 

so vital and necessary?  In verses 2-4, Peter emphasized an important contrast – outward versus inward.  The Lord does not 

value outward adornment, but he places a high premium on inner virtues, and so should the church and its members.  When 

women cultivate inward graces like respect and meekness, this reflects the mind of Christ, and God is well-pleased.  

Interestingly, Peter reflected back on the Old Testament, even prior to the Mosaic Law, lifting up the example of Sarah, 

Abraham’s wife, emphasizing her respect and reverence for her husband.  Indeed, respect for others is built on the fear of the 

Lord.  Sarah respected her husband and submitted to him because she feared the Lord and desired to please him.  Being a 

woman of great faith, her voluntary submission to her husband adorned her with beauty and grace in God’s sight (vv. 4-6; He. 

11:11).  Today, Christian women who respect their husbands follow the pattern of holy women in the Scriptures.  After calling 

the wives to submission, Peter then wrote to the husbands, saying, “Likewise, ye husbands, dwell with them according to 

knowledge, giving honour unto the wife, as unto the weaker vessel, and as being heirs together of the grace of life; that your 

prayers be not hindered” (v. 7).  Peter’s use of the word “likewise” when speaking to husbands suggests that he was still writing 

in terms of submission.  How then are husbands to submit to their wives?  How does authority submit?  Having authority in the 

home does not relinquish the husband of his responsibility, but rather increases his obligation toward his wife.  For husbands, 

submission means “giving honour unto the wife” (v. 7).  His submission means valuing her as Christ values her, remembering 

that she is not only his wife but also his sister in Christ and fellow-heir of eternal life.  The apostle Paul explained the husband’s 

submission to his wife in terms of his love and self-sacrifice for her: “Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ also loved the 

church, and gave himself for it” (Ep. 5:25).  He thus submits to her by honoring, loving, nourishing, and cherishing her (v. 29). 

Scripture Study 
Respect your husband – 1 Pe. 3:1-6; Ep. 5:22-24; Col. 3:18 

Honor your wife – 1 Pe. 3:7, Ep. 5:25, 28-29; Col. 3:19 

Conclusion 
The Bible teaches submission in the husband-wife relationship (Ep. 5:21).  Submission is not one-sided but is based on mutual 

love, honor, and respect (5:33).  When husbands and wives understand and fulfill their God-given responsibilities in the 

marriage, their relationship will be stronger and pleasing to the Lord. 

“Respect and Honor” 

Faith-N-Focus  :  E-quip Your Faith 
                Adult Bible Studies                “The First Epistle” 
 Zion Assembly Church of God  –  Sunday School Services 
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Introduction 
Saying “I love you” is good, but demonstrating “I love you” is even better.  We all need to know that we are loved; and 

we need to hear it often.  But even more, we need to experience love in the way we are treated by others.  Likewise, we 

need to show others that we love them by the way we treat them.  In this way, we will be like Jesus who showed his love 

for us (Ro. 5:8).  Let’s love one another. 

Key Verse 
“And above all things have fervent charity among yourselves: for charity shall cover the multitude of sins” (1 Pe. 4:8). 

Lesson Summary 
In writing about relationships in the church, the apostle Peter taught the priority of love.  Love undergirds our 

relationships in the church.  First, we love the Lord (1 Pe. 1:8); and then we love one another.  “Seeing ye have purified 

your souls in obeying the truth through the Spirit unto unfeigned love of the brethren, see that ye love one another with a 

pure heart fervently” (v. 22).  The apostle Paul explained that God’s kind of love is not self-promoting or self-seeking, but 

it gives itself to others (1 Co. 13:4-5).  We need an abundance of this kind of love in the church in order to edify one 

another and please the Lord.  On the basis of love, Peter called us to unity – to have one mind.  When we have one mind, 

we will work together rather than pull apart.  As members of the same body, we should be compassionate and show 

understanding and consideration to each other.   The fellowship of the church should thus provide a context for strong and 

lasting friendships.  We should be a people of mercy and kindness – “Not rendering evil for evil, or railing for railing: but 

contrariwise blessing; knowing that ye are thereunto called, that ye should inherit a blessing” (1 Pe. 3:8-9).  Proverb 15:1 

says, “A soft answer turneth away wrath: but grievous words stir up anger.”  When someone says or does anything wrong 

toward us, giving the same treatment right back only creates more conflict.  The apostle Peter was clear: rather than 

retorting with evil and railing, seek to bless.  God wants Zion Assembly to be a fellowship of blessing, but it’s up to us to 

recognize and fulfill God’s blessing among us.  We create the spirit of the church by our own attitude, words, and actions 

(see Ga. 5:13-15).  We have already received the Word of God and the Holy Spirit; the church then is what we, the 

members, make of it.  If we want the church to be a real fellowship of blessing, then we must develop an attitude and 

atmosphere of blessing one another within the church.  Peter further gave emphasis to the priority of love in the church, 

saying, “And above all things have fervent charity among yourselves: for charity shall cover the multitude of sins” (1 Pe. 

4:8).  Many aspects of the faith are vitally important to the church (e.g. doctrine, worship, giving, missions, and prayer); 

but if we lose sight of love, then we have lost the most essential asset of the church (1 Co. 13:1-3).  Why is love so 

important?  When God’s love prevails among us, we work out the problems and issues in our relationships (1 Pe. 4:8).  

Love helps us to show mercy, and to forbear and forgive, rather than keeping score and holding a grudge against another 

(v. 9).  Again, Peter admonished us to love one another, saying, “As every man hath received the gift, even so minister the 

same one to another, as good stewards of the manifold grace of God” (v. 10).  We have received the gift of God’s great 

love and grace in Jesus Christ – “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever 

believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life” (Jn. 3:16).  Having received the abundance of God’s love in 

Christ, we then have an obligation to share his “manifold grace” with others. 

Scripture Study 
Love one another – 1 Pe. 1:8, 22; 1 Co. 13:4-5; 1 Pe. 3:8-9; Pr. 15:1; Ga. 5:13-15 

Above all things – 1 Pe. 4:8-10; 1 Co. 13:1-3; Jn. 3:16 

Conclusion 
God’s love creates an atmosphere of blessing and success within the church – a fellowship where every member can 

flourish and find his/her significance in Christ.  We should always remember: God’s church is not a church of programs, 

buildings, and agendas.  Rather, his church is a church of love and truth comprised of flesh and blood members.  This is 

not to say that programs, buildings, and agendas are irrelevant.  On the contrary, all of these serve a vital purpose in the 

church.  However, without love prevailing among God’s people, these things mean little and produce only superficial 

results (Ga. 5:13-15).  We need each other to succeed.  So let’s value every member, loving and serving one another in the 

church. 

“Love One Another” 

Faith-N-Focus  :  E-quip Your Faith 
                Adult Bible Studies                “The First Epistle” 
 Zion Assembly Church of God  –  Sunday School Services 
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Introduction 
Peter knew the importance of church leaders and members cooperating and working together.  Accordingly, in 1 Peter 5:5, 

the apostle wrote, “Yea, all of you be subject one to another, and be clothed with humility.”  In today’s lesson, we will 

understand why subjection and humility are so important in the church, both for leaders and laity.   

Key Verse 
“Likewise, ye younger, submit yourselves unto the elder.  Yea, all of you be subject one to another, and be clothed with 

humility: for God resisteth the proud, and giveth grace to the humble” (1 Pe. 5:5). 

Lesson Summary 
In 1 Peter 5:1-4, the apostle admonished elders (e.g. pastors, bishops, and church leaders) to fulfill their leadership 

responsibilities in three ways.  First, elders are responsible to feed the members of the church (v. 2).  The apostle Paul 

gave similar instructions to the elders of Ephesus: “Take heed therefore unto yourselves, and to all the flock, over which 

the Holy Ghost hath made you overseers, to feed the church of God, which he hath purchased with his own blood” (Ac. 

20:28).  Elders (church leaders) are responsible to care for the church and its members as a shepherd tends his flock of 

sheep (Jn. 21:15-19; 2 Co. 11:28).  Second, eldership involves oversight.  Some people view church leadership as 

prestigious, but the Scriptures say something quite different.  Although elders clearly oversee the church, Jesus explained 

that their leadership requires greater service (Mk. 10:43-44).  With greater leadership comes greater responsibility and 

greater accountability to God for those we serve (Ja. 3:1; Lu. 12:48; 1 Co. 4:1-4).  This responsibility never goes away.  

Spiritual leaders continually carry the burdens of the church and its members in their minds and hearts.  In other words, 

committed church leaders carry a spiritual load of responsibility for the church.  Peter reminded the elders to fulfill their 

ministry of leadership and their obligation of oversight willingly (1 Pe. 5:2).  Third, eldership includes example.  Peter 

explained that elders should not function as lords in the church, but they should provide an example (1 Pe. 5:3).  “Lords 

over God’s heritage” implies ruling with force, whereas “examples” suggests leading by pattern (Mk. 10:42-43; Tit. 1:4-5; 

2:7-8).  Paul expounded the specific requirements of being a leader by example (Tit. 1:6-9; 1 Ti. 3:1-7).  Based on these 

requirements, eldership involves a grave obligation because people follow leadership (good or bad).  After speaking to the 

elders, Peter then gave instruction to the younger (1 Pe. 5:5).  The responsibility of the elders is to feed and tend the sheep, 

to provide oversight, and to be examples for the members of the church; whereas the responsibility of the younger in the 

faith is to submit to the elders (i.e. to follow their leadership) and pray for them (v. 5; He. 13:17).  Therefore, the success 

of the church requires faithful leaders and faithful followers.  Yet Peter did not make the call to submission completely 

one-sided.  Elders also submit: “Yea, all of you be subject one to another, and be clothed with humility.”  From this 

perspective, submission has more to do with attitude than position.  Everyone is to be submissive whether in a leadership 

role or a follow-ship role because we must all submit to God’s Word and his will.  This suggests that there are times when 

everyone, even the chief leader among us, must willingly submit to others in the church in order to please the Lord.  

Bottom line: To have God’s favor among us, we should be submissive and humble toward each other.  What are the 

rewards of subjection and humility in the church?  In Peter’s epistle, God promised to reward us in three ways.  Elders 

will receive “a crown of glory” for their untiring labor of love in the church (v. 4).  Moreover, the Lord will exalt us when 

we humble ourselves under his leadership (e.g. when we follow church leaders), remembering that God leads the church 

through human instruments (1 Pe. 5:6; He. 13:7).  Finally, from the position of humility before almighty God, we should 

surrender everything to him, even all of our needs, having the assurance that God will care for us (1 Pe. 5:7).   

Scripture Study 
The responsibility of leadership – 1 Pe. 5:1-4; Ac. 20:28; Jn. 21:15-19; 2 Co. 11:28; Tit. 1:4-9; 2:7-8; 1 Ti. 3:1-7 

The responsibility of laity – 1 Pe. 5:5; He. 13:17-18 

God’s reward – 1 Pe. 5:4, 6-7; He. 13:7 

Conclusion 
Subjection and humility are for the good of the whole church.  God wants his church to succeed in its mission, and 

success requires both leaders and followers working together.  Truly, the church cannot rise above its leadership; but also 

faithful members can elevate the church through supporting the effort and influence of their leaders.   

“Subjection and Humility” 
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Introduction 
Some people see the devil around every corner and blame demonic spirits for every oddity they encounter.  Others 

downplay the reality of a spiritual archenemy and instead speak in terms of systemic evil and oppressive regimes rather 

than demonic spirits.  Although the devil is not the direct cause of every problem in our lives, and while systemic evil and 

oppression are realities in the world, we must nevertheless avoid the pitfall of ignoring the powerful influences of Satan 

and his demonic spirits.  In today’s lesson, let us consider Peter’s teaching in regard to our spiritual enemy. 

Key Verse 
“Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may devour” 

(1 Pe. 5:8). 

Lesson Summary 
In 1 Peter 5:8-9, the apostle gave a clear warning to the saints.  When he wrote about keeping the faith through times of 

suffering, he taught the reality of Satan (“the devil”) reminding the church to be on guard against him.  From this warning, we 

learn the following course of action: be sober and vigilant; and resist the devil.  First of all, Peter used the imagery of a lion on 

the prowl to illustrate his point – “the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may devour” (v. 8).  Lions are 

skilled hunters, and they roar to be sure; but they do not roar to alarm their victims.  Instead, they are stalkers.  They often attack 

weak animals (e.g. old, young, injured, sickly) and try to take their unsuspecting victims by catching them off guard.  They 

approach their prey crouching down and moving in slowly; and when the victim is not expecting it, they suddenly attack.  If the 

lioness is discovered before she makes her move, her attempts will likely prove unsuccessful.  With this image in mind, Peter 

admonished the saints to be sober and vigilant.  Soberness is the opposite of drunkenness.  When someone is intoxicated, he is 

not in his right mind.  His faculties are impaired, and his bodily functions are impeded.  He thus becomes careless and 

irresponsible in his judgments and actions.  Over and against the intoxicating influences of this world, we are called to spiritual 

soberness.  Peter further connected soberness to being watchful unto the Lord’s coming, as did the apostle Paul in his teaching 

(1 Pe. 1:13; 4:7; 1 Th. 5:6-9).  Of course, the apostles’ call to soberness and watchfulness is based on Jesus’ teaching in regard 

to his coming (Mk. 13:32-37).  In brief, soberness indicates being alert as opposed to being apathetic and unaware.  Likewise, 

vigilance refers to watchfulness.  When keeping a vigil, one does not go to sleep but remains awake throughout the night.  

Falling asleep when you’re responsible to keep watch is nothing short of carelessness (Lu. 21:34-36).  Peter’s point is clear: If 

we become careless spiritually, then we make ourselves vulnerable (i.e. an easy target) to the devil.  Satan is real, and he always 

“walks about” looking for someone to devour (1 Pe. 5:8; Job 1:7; 2:2).  As such, we should live in a state of alert and spiritual 

readiness for the coming of the Lord.  This means we should “watch unto prayer” (1 Pe. 4:7; Mk. 13:33).  Perhaps, prayer is our 

greatest spiritual tool for overcoming the tactics of our adversary.  Peter said, “Casting all your care upon him; for he careth for 

you” (1 Pe. 5:7).  How else do we cast our care upon the Lord if not through prayer (Ph. 4:6)?  Peter further admonished the 

saints to resist the devil – “Whom resist stedfast in the faith” (1 Pe. 5:9).  Resisting speaks of our defense.  When the enemy 

attacks, what should we do?  We should defend ourselves with spiritual weapons – resisting in the faith – not fighting after the 

flesh (Ep. 6:10-12; 2 Co. 10:3-4).  On this note, humility is essential in our fight against the enemy.  Why?  God gives grace to 

the humble; but he resists the proud (Ja. 4:6; 1 Pe. 5:5).  There is no way for us to resist the enemy if God is resisting us!  But 

we can resist and overcome Satan’s attack as we humble ourselves to God and submit one to another (5:5-6; Ja. 4:7, 10-11). 

Scripture Study 
Be sober and vigilant – 1 Pe. 5:8; 1:13; 4:7; 1 Th. 5:6-9; Mk. 13:32-37; Lu. 21:34-36 

Pray – 1 Pe. 4:7; Mk. 13:33; 1 Pe. 5:7; Ph. 4:6 

Resist the devil – 1 Pe. 5:9; Ep. 6:10-12; 2 Co. 10:3-4; Ja. 4:6-7, 10-11 

Conclusion 
We serve a God who loves us and cares for us.  As saints of God, we are “called unto his eternal glory.”  This is his plan 

for us, and our suffering cannot prevent God from fulfilling his will in our lives.  In fact, our suffering only fits into his 

plan.  His grace actually unfolds in our lives as we humble ourselves to God, especially in times of suffering.  Even 

though the enemy attacks us, God is still fulfilling his ultimate will in our lives: “after that ye have suffered a while, make 

you perfect, stablish, strengthen, [and] settle you” (v. 10).  Therefore, we should remain sober and vigilant, always 

resisting the devil. 

“Be Sober and Vigilant” 
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