
 

Theme: The Parables of Jesus 
Lesson: An Unclean Spirit's Return  

Lesson Text: Matthew 12:43-45; Luke 11:24-26 
April 7, 2013 

Lesson Summary 

In Matthew 12:43-45 Jesus tells of an unclean spirit leaving a man.  The spirit goes and gets seven other 
spirits more wicked than himself, and the spirits enter into the man to stay there.  The man is worse off than 
ever before.  Jesus had been performing many miracles including healing the blind, but most of the Jewish 
people refused to believe Jesus was the Son of God.  Jesus tells the story in Matthew about evil spirits to 
show that those who would not believe in Him would become more evil than they were before He came.  
Like the unbelieving Jews, if someone chooses not to believe in Jesus, his/her heart can become hardened, 
and the devil can have more control in someone's life.  What does it mean for a heart to be hardened? Who 
do you want to control your heart?  Jesus is the Son of God, and He wants to be your Lord and Savior. 
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Teacher Preparation 
Readings:  Matthew 12:43-45; Luke 11:24-26 
 
Lesson Objective:  The student will learn that unbelief hardens the heart. 
 
Materials:  R ock, Clay, Paper, Crayons or Colored Markers 
 
Memory Verse: “ Happy is the man that feareth always:  but he that hardeneth his heart shall fall into 
mischief.” (Proverbs 28:14). 

 Ideas to Illuminate: 
 

Have a round piece of clay and a rock covered in clay.  Show students and 
explain if we don't believe in Jesus how our hearts can become hardened 
like the rock covered in clay.  Stress how our hearts need to be soft like the 
ball of clay to allow Jesus to mold us into the Christians we should be.  
Also, Have students draw a self portrait with a heart drawn on his/her shirt.  
Have students write Jesus in the hearts.  Also have the students write the 
memory verse on their papers. 
 

Questions for Class Discussion: 
1. Who is the Son of God? 
2. What can happen to our hearts if we don't believe in Jesus? 
3. Who should we let be in control of our hearts? 



 

Theme: The Parables of Jesus 
Lesson:  The Rich Fool 

Lesson Text: Luke 12:16-21 
April 14, 2013 

Lesson Summary 
Do you know what a treasure is?  Do you own something that is a treasure to you?  Today we are going to talk about someone 
who was rich and not very wise.  In Luke 12:16-21 we learn about a rich man who had grounds that produced a lot of fruit.  He 
did not know what to do with all his goods; so, he tore down his barns and built bigger ones to store his fruits.  He thought he 
could be content knowing he had all these fruits to last years and years.  Verse 19 says, “And I will say to my soul, soul, thou hast 
much goods laid up for many years; take thine ease, eat, drink, and be merry.”  In other words, he thought he had all this food and 
nothing to worry about.  Little did he know, he would die that night and lose all his goods.  Who was he trusting in?  Is that how 
we are supposed to think?  Who are we to trust?  If we put our trust in God, He is our provider.  It is not smart to store up all types 
of things here on earth and think we will not have trouble.  What can happen if all we do is store up things and build our kingdom 
here?  (Things may get stolen, ruin, break, etc.).  We are not to build up things for ourselves here as if we will live forever.  Are 
we going to live on earth forever?  The Bible tells us to lay up treasures in heaven where they cannot be bothered or stolen.  And 
like our memory verse says, “where your treasure is that is where your heart will be also.”  Isn't it wonderful to think if we give 
our hearts to Jesus and commit ourselves to Him, one day when we make it to heaven, we will have treasures waiting for us! 
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Teacher Preparation 
Readings:  Luke 12:16-34 
 
Lesson Objective:  The student will learn there is no reason to store up treasures on earth. 
 
Materials:  C andy or small treats/prizes 
 
Memory Verse: “ For where your treasure is there will your heart be also.” (Luke 12:34). 
 

  
Ideas to Illuminate: 

Prior to class, hide candy in different places around the classroom.  After 
the lesson, tell students there are treasures in the classroom.  Have 
students bring all the found treasures and put them in the center of a table 
or central area.  As students watch the pile of candy grow, discuss how we 
should store up treasures in heaven.  Allow students to have a treat and 
have them each take one to someone outside the classroom.  Encourage 
the students to remind someone to store up treasures in heaven as they 
share candy with others. 

Questions for Class Discussion: 
1. IS IT WISE TO STORE UP STUFF WHILE WE LIVE HERE ON EARTH?  WHY? 
2. Who should we trust to take care of us? 
3. Where should we want to lay up treasures for ourselves? 



 

Theme: The Parables of Jesus 
Lesson:  The Sower 

Lesson Text: Luke 8:5-8 
April 21, 2013 

Lesson Summary 
If you went out to plant seeds, would you want birds to come down and eat the seeds? Why? Would you want the seeds to fall on 
rocky ground?  Why not?  What about on ground that has a lot of thorns?  Why not?  On what kind of ground would you want 
your seeds to fall?  In the parable of the sower, seeds fell by the wayside, on rocky ground with no room for roots, among thorns 
that kept fruit from growing, and on good ground where more and more fruit could grow.  The story teaches us that people 
respond to God in different ways.  The words of Jesus are like seeds planted in our hearts.  Some people refuse the teachings of 
Jesus.  Others believe and obey but only for a short time.  Some begin to want other things more than they want to serve God.  But 
some stay committed to God and become more and more like Jesus in their lives.  What kind of ground do you want your heart to 
be like?  Do you want to believe for a little while and then eventually want other things more than God?  Our desire should be to 
grow good fruit and be more like Jesus as we serve Him! 
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Teacher Preparation 
Readings:  Luke 8:5-8; Matthew 13:3-8; Mark 4:3-8 
 
Lesson Objective:  The student will learn that hearers respond to preaching in different kinds of ways. 
 
Materials:  paper crayons, glue or tape, seeds 
extra activity:  small cups, soil, seeds, markers 
 
Memory Verse: “ But be ye doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving your own selves.” (James 1:22). 
 

 Ideas to Illuminate: 
1.  Have students divide paper into four squares and illustrate the four types 
of ground in these squares.  Give each student a few seeds and have them 
glue or tape the seeds on the type of ground they want their hearts to be 
like. 
2.  Extra activity-  Provide students with a small cup filled with soil and 
seeds to be planted.  While students plant their seeds, talk about how the 
seeds are being planted in good ground.  Have students write the Bible 
point on their cups. 
 

Questions for Class Discussion: 
1. What are the words of Jesus like when they come into our hearts? 
2. Do all people let the seeds take root in their hearts? 
3. What kind of ground do you want your heart to be like? 

 



 

Theme: The Parables of Jesus 
Lesson:  The Barren Fig Tree 

Lesson Text: Luke 13:6-9 
April 28, 2013 

Lesson Summary 
Have you ever visited an apple orchard or picked fruit from a tree?  Would you go to a tree that was full of fruit or a tree that had 
no fruit?  A tree with no fruit, that is supposed to have fruit, doesn't seem like it is all it should be, right?  In Luke 13, we read 
about a barren fig tree.  A man had a fig tree, and he looked for fruit on the tree but didn't find any.  For three years he looked for 
fruit on the tree and found none.  He told the person taking care of the tree to cut it down.  But the caretaker asked to work on it 
one more year to see if it would produce fruit.  If it still did not produce the fruit, it would be cut down.  The man had the fig tree 
planted because he wanted fruit.  We are like the fig tree.  God made us and wants us to have fruit.  In other words, God wants to 
see good behavior in our lives.  He wants us to love Him and to love our neighbor in all that we do.  The only way we can do that 
is by turning to Jesus and believing Him.  If we don't believe Him, we are like the fig tree that did not have any fruit.  We are 
unable to do what God wants us to do.  If we continue to not believe in Him, we will be forever lost and unable to have God's love 
in our lives.  Do you have Jesus in your heart today?  What kind of tree do you want to be, a living tree with fruits or a tree with 
no fruit at all? 
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Teacher Preparation 
Readings:  Luke 13:1-9 
 
Lesson Objective:  The student will learn unbelief is dangerous. 
 
Materials:  P aper, crayons, fruit, actual tree branches or pictures (one dead and one lively) 
 
Memory Verse: “ Seek ye the Lord while he may be found, call ye upon him while he is near.” (Isaiah 55:6). 
 

 Ideas to Illuminate: 
1.  Show each student a piece of good fruit.  Then show a branch full of life 
with leaves and a dead branch.  Have students imagine the branches are a 
tree and have them decide which one they think the fruit came from and 
why. 
2.  Have each student trace his/her hand (leaving the wrist area open to 
draw a tree trunk connected to the hand).  Have students decorate the 
tracing as a lively tree with fruit.  Also have the students copy the memory 
verse onto the same piece of paper. 

Questions for Class Discussion: 
1. What kind of fruit do you want to have? 
2. If we have good fruit, who does that show we have living in our 

hearts? 
3. Why is it dangerous to not listen to God? 


