
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lesson Outlines 
 

April 6 

Topic: Fellowship 

Texts: Ac. 2:41-47; 4:32; Ro. 7:1-3; 1 Co. 7:39; Je. 

50:5; Ge. 2:23-24; Mk. 10:6-9; Ep. 5:30-32; Is. 62:5; 1 

Co. 11:28-29; Ro. 14:17; 1 Co. 12:26; Re. 19:7-9 

Key Verse: Ac. 2:42 

Main Point: When we become covenant members of 

the church, we enter into full fellowship with other like-

minded believers. 

 

April 13 
Topic: Members One of Another 

Texts: Ro. 12:4-10; 1 Co. 12:14-26; Ep. 5:29 

Key Verse: Ro. 12:5 

Main Point: Membership in the church provides every 

believer with a fulfilled sense of belonging. 

 

April 20 
Topic: Accountability 

Texts: Ge. 4:9; Ph. 2:4; Ga. 6:2; He. 3:12-14; 10:24-25; 

Mt. 18:15-17; Ga. 6:1; 1 Co. 10:12; 2 Pe. 3:17 

Key Verse: He. 10:24 

Main Point: Through church membership, we enter into 

covenantal relationship with other members providing a 

healthy sense of accountability. 

 

April 27 
Topic: The Multitude of Counselors 

Texts: Ec. 4:9-12; Pr. 11:14; 15:21-22; 24:6; He. 13:7, 

17; Ac. 15:4, 6, 12, 22, 25, 28 

Key Verse: Pr. 11:14 

Main Point: Through becoming members of the church, 

we receive strength, support, safety, and sufficiency to 

grow up in Christ and fulfill his mission in the world. 
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   April 2014 Church Membership Monthly Summary 

In this month of Faith-N-Focus, we introduce 

a new series on the topic of church membership.  We 

begin by looking at some of the benefits of 

membership in the church: namely, fellowship, being 

members one of another, accountability, and 

government in the context of a multitude of 

counselors.  Unfortunately, many Christians see no 

reason to become a member of the church, while 

others immediately express a desire to join the 

church without understanding the real purpose and 

required commitment for membership.  Thus, some 

believers fall short of the full benefits of being a part 

of the church, and others join but become inactive 

and unfaithful members. 

 In looking at the benefits of church 

membership, we will point out not only the privilege 

but also the responsibility that comes with being a 

member.  Not only do we receive something 

beneficial from being a member, but we have the 

responsibility of contributing something necessary to 

other members of the body.  This dynamic implies 

relationship.  Thus, we help one another and bless 

one another through the relationships established in 

the fellowship of the church.  Membership in the 

church clearly suggests benefits that come through 

committing ourselves to one another. 

 When we join the church by covenant, we 

enter into full fellowship with other like-minded 

believers and find a real sense of belonging.  This 

covenantal relationship with other members provides 

us with a healthy sense of accountability one to 

another.  Through becoming members of the church, 

we receive strength, support, safety, and sufficiency 

to grow up in Christ and fulfill his mission in the 

world. 

To receive your free monthly email subscription to Faith-N-Focus curriculum, please send your request to 
sundayschoolservices@zionassemblychurchofgod.com.  In addition to the Adult Bible Studies, you will 
also receive Faith-N-Focus for Teens and for Young Disciples.  For more information about Zion 
Assembly Church of God, please visit our website at www.zionassemblychurchofgod.com. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Introduction 
The idea of fellowship connotes various kinds of relationships, such as, companionship, friendship, partnership, 

association, and so on.  However, in Acts 2:42, fellowship (Greek: koinonia – pronounced “coin-o-knee-a”) indicates the 

spiritual relationship and common identity between the members of the church.  In today’s lesson, we will explore that 

relationship in the context of Zion Assembly Church of God in particular. 
 

Key Verse 
“And they continued stedfastly in the apostles’ doctrine and fellowship, and in breaking of bread, and in prayers”         

(Ac. 2:42). 
 

Lesson Summary 
A peculiar characteristic of the koinonia that existed in the New Testament church was the depth of their togetherness.  Those 

who received the teachings of the apostles continued steadfastly in their doctrine and fellowship, which was celebrated by 

breaking bread and praying together, ministering to each other’s needs, and daily gathering together in the temple.  In essence, 

when they became a part of the church, the saints were obligated and committed to each other.  The fellowship of the church 

was described as follows: “And all that believed were together, and had all things common” (Ac. 2:44).  New believers accepted 

the established teachings of the church and learned to practice the discipline of Christ.  Rather than bringing their individual 

prerogatives and personal perspectives into the life of the church, they laid aside their individualism in order to come together 

and have things in common with other believers.  Thus, they were “added” to the existing fellowship and faith of the church 

(Ac. 2:41-47).  Further, they were not independent-minded and thus pressured to conform, but willingly were joined together in 

Christ in a covenantal relationship with each other (Ac. 4:32).  The Scriptures use marriage to depict this fellowship of Christ 

and his church.  Although a man and woman may genuinely love and be committed to each other, their relationship is not fully 

solidified and made permanent until they first join themselves together as one in holy matrimony.  In other words, after entering 

into the covenant of marriage, then the relationship becomes binding and permanent (Ro. 7:1-3; 1 Co. 7:39).  So it is in the 

fellowship of God’s church (Je. 50:5).  When we take the church covenant to become members of Zion, we surrender our 

individualism in order to take on a common, corporate identity with other like-minded believers, and thus, we enter into the full 

fellowship and communion of Christ’s body (Ge. 2:23-24; Mk. 10:6-9; Ep. 5:30-32).  “For as a young man marrieth a virgin, so 

shall thy sons marry thee: and as the bridegroom rejoiceth over the bride, so shall thy God rejoice over thee” (Is. 62:5).  In fact, 

the Lord’s Supper, often referred to as communion, is a sign and symbol of our covenant fellowship in Christ.  When we sit 

together as God’s church, the body of Christ, to eat the bread and drink the cup, we testify that “we are members of his body, of 

his flesh, and of his bones” (1 Co. 11:28-29; Ep. 5:30).  Therefore, when we join the church by covenant, we fulfill the 

Scriptural obligation to be one body in Christ.  Being a member of the church and experiencing the koinonia (“fellowship”) that 

it offers results in joy.  The New Testament church experienced “gladness and singleness of heart” in their fellowship (Ac. 

2:46).  Although we individually have “joy in the Holy Ghost” (Ro. 14:17), our joy is magnified and fulfilled in the corporate 

fellowship of the church (1 Co. 12:26), like the joy experienced at a marriage feast (Re. 19:7-9).  [Note: Consider having two or 

three brief testimonies of the joy of being a member of the church.] 
 

Scripture Study 
Koinonia – Ac. 2:41-47 

Covenantal relationship – Ac. 4:32; Ro. 7:1-3; 1 Co. 7:39; Je. 50:5; Ge. 2:23-24; Mk. 10:6-9; Ep. 5:30-32; Is. 62:5; 1 Co. 11:28-29 

Joy – Ac. 2:46; Ro. 14:17; 1 Co. 12:26; Re. 19:7-9 
 

Conclusion 
On a practical note, why is church membership so important?  With membership comes privilege.  For example, membership 

secures the privilege of participating in all aspects of church life, including the spiritual, business, and leadership dimensions.  

Naturally, having a voice and influence in the church requires being a member, for how can anyone truly influence the members 

of the church until he himself is first committed to being a member of the body. 

“Fellowship” 

Faith-N-Focus  :  E-quip Your Faith 
                Adult Bible Studies                “Benefits of Membership” 
 Zion Assembly Church of God  –  Sunday School Services 

Writer: Todd D. McDonald  
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Introduction 
In contemporary Christianity, professing believers choose to remain members of religious groups with which they disagree and 

even find serious fault.  They make detrimental comments about problems in their organizations and local congregations, and 

apparently assume that all Christians and Christian organizations are in the “same boat.”  But how can a committed believer 

truly belong to and identify with a group of people embracing beliefs and accepting practices with which they genuinely 

disagree?  We are not building and establishing this kind of confusion in Zion Assembly Church of God, for we understand that 

we are indeed members of Christ’s body and “members one of another.” 
 

Key Verse 
“So we, being many, are one body in Christ, and every one members one of another” (Ro. 12:5). 
 

Lesson Summary 
In Zion Assembly, we are building on the spiritual principle that we are members of God’s church and “members one of 

another.”  What does this mean?  We are one body of Christ comprised of many individual members.  We are individual 

believers, but as members of God’s church, we are joined together and become more formally and actually one body (Ro. 12:4-

5).  None of us stand alone.  In fact, we belong to one another.  This is what it means to be one body in Christ.  The evidence of 

this fact is that no one member, no individual part of the body, has all the gifting of the body (vv. 6-8).  Instead, the gifts are 

distributed among the members, so that they depend on one another and support one another (1 Co. 12:14-23).  Since God has 

ordained this interdependency among the members of the body, a real sense of belonging comes with membership in the church.  

Therefore, not only do we love one another (Ro. 12:9-10), but we actually need one another in the church in order to be a 

complete, fulfilled body in Christ (1 Co. 12:21).  Years ago, this writer encountered a pastor in a denominational organization 

who stated his understanding of the church: “I believe the church is essentially social in nature, not theological.”  From his 

perspective, the church does not primarily function for the purpose of establishing the Biblical doctrine and practice of God’s 

people; instead he thought its primary purpose is merely to form the social community of God’s people.  However, in Zion 

Assembly, while we know the church is social in its fellowship, we know it is also deeply theological.  When we say that we are 

members one of another, we mean something more than a social belonging; for we share common values and core beliefs in the 

church that uniquely set us apart as God’s people.  We embrace Biblical doctrines and practices that unite us together as one 

body.  When we become members of Zion Assembly, we belong to a fellowship of Spirit-filled believers, but also to a corporate 

body holding to deep convictions about the way we should live out our lives as Christ’s church.  Thus, as members one of 

another, our sense of belonging is both social and theological.  Moreover, being members one of another means caring one for 

another.  Since each member of the church has intrinsic value by virtue of his being a part of the body, the members should care 

one for another.  This means empathizing with the members who suffer among us and rejoicing with the members who are 

honored (1 Co. 12:24-26).  In the physical body, when one of our least members hurts, the whole body feels the pain and takes 

care of the weak part (Ep. 5:29).  But when a part of the body is healed or excels in strength, the whole body benefits and 

rejoices.  Likewise, in the church every member matters; every member makes a difference.  Why is this? – Because we are 

members one of another (Ep. 4:16; Co. 2:19). 
 

Scripture Study 
A real sense of belonging – Ro. 12:4-10; 1 Co. 12:14-23 

Caring one for another – 1 Co. 12:24-26; Ep. 5:29 
 

Conclusion 
One of the great benefits of church membership in Zion Assembly is a fulfilled sense of belonging.  We are part of each 

other, members one of another, members of the same body and committed to the same doctrine and practices.  When a 

believer becomes a member of Zion Assembly, he is joined to other members of the body in one covenant in Christ, not 

only in his local congregation but also to other members internationally.  All over the world, we are members one of 

another. 

“Members One of Another” 

Faith-N-Focus  :  E-quip Your Faith 
                Adult Bible Studies                “Benefits of Membership” 
 Zion Assembly Church of God  –  Sunday School Services 

Writer: Todd D. McDonald  
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Introduction 
The apostle Paul quoted the prophet Isaiah, saying, “For it is written, As I live, saith the Lord, every knee shall bow to me, 

and every tongue shall confess to God” (Ro. 14:11; see Is. 45:23).  Paul continued, “So then every one of us shall give 

account of himself to God” (v. 12).  If everyone will one day answer to God for his words and actions, then we do well to 

warn and encourage accountability among us today.  In today’s lesson, we will see that discipline and accountability are 

right and good for every believer.  For this reason, every believer should come under the government and discipline of the 

church. 
 

Key Verse 
“And let us consider one another to provoke unto love and to good works” (He. 10:24). 
 

Lesson Summary 
When we become members of the church, we make ourselves accountable to others, and in turn, assume responsibility 

toward others in the body of Christ.  An attitude of self-preservation and “mind your own business” is wrong for 

believers.  How strange it must have sounded to the Lord, when he asked Cain, “Where is Abel thy brother,” only to hear 

him reply, “I know not: Am I my brother’s keeper?” (Ge. 4:9).  Indeed, we are our brother’s keeper, for the Lord would 

not have asked Cain, “Where is Abel thy brother,” if he had no responsibility toward his brother.  The apostle Paul 

explained that not only should we be concerned for ourselves, but we should also be concerned for the needs of our 

brothers and sisters in Christ and fellow members in the church (Ph. 2:4).  We should support and lift up those who are 

spiritually weak and weary (Ga. 6:2).  Of course, all of this means that I bear responsibility toward other members of the 

body, and other members bear responsibility toward me; and thus, we all make ourselves accountable to each other when 

we become members of the church.  Church members should be mindful of one another.  We should not allow anyone to 

“fall through the cracks” and go unnoticed.  Instead, we should urge each other to continue in love and good works that 

glorify the Lord (He. 10:24).  Specifically, we should encourage one another in faithful church attendance, which is vital 

to one’s spirituality (v. 25).  When a believer becomes discouraged or dissatisfied, decline in church attendance is often 

the first visible sign.  Therefore, we should not delay in reaching out to each other; members have the responsibility to 

“exhort one another daily, while it is called To-day” (He. 3:12-14).  Because members are accountable to each other, if a 

member errs in the faith, then the other members should seek to restore him.  Jesus explained the proper order of 

restoration.  First, meet privately, and if this fails, then meet with witnesses; and if this fails, finally, meet with the church.  

However, when these attempts are unsuccessful in restoring an erring member, then the church has done all that can be 

done (Mt. 18:15-17).  Paul further instructed us in seeking restoration.  Only consecrated and spiritually mature saints 

should attempt to restore, and they should do so “in the spirit of meekness.”  (Ga. 6:1).  As members of one body of 

Christ, we should never approach another member with a haughty, judgmental spirit when seeking his restoration, 

remembering that none of us are invincible (v. 1; 1 Co. 10:12; 2 Pe. 3:17). 
 

Scripture Study 
Mutual accountability – Ge. 4:9; Ph. 2:4; Ga. 6:2;  

Exhorting one another – He. 3:12-14; 10:24-25 

Restoring erring members – Mt. 18:15-17; Ga. 6:1; 1 Co. 10:12; 2 Pe. 3:17 
 

Conclusion 
With membership in the church comes accountability.  Everyone needs a healthy sense of accountability, and it works 

both ways.  This means that I am responsible toward other members and other members are responsible toward me.  

Accountability is therefore a great benefit for every member of the church.  It is a great blessing and benefit to hold each 

other accountable and seek to lift each other up in the Lord.  Through church membership, we enter into covenantal 

relationship with other members providing a healthy sense of accountability. 

“Accountability” 

Faith-N-Focus  :  E-quip Your Faith 
                Adult Bible Studies                “Benefits of Membership” 
 Zion Assembly Church of God  –  Sunday School Services 
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Introduction 
Have you ever faced a situation and not known what to do?  Perhaps, you needed someone in whom you could confide or 

someone who could help you to resolve a problem.  In such times, to whom do you turn, and in whom do you trust?  

Uncertainty or adversity is difficult to handle by oneself.  But as members of the church, we are never alone.  At times, we 

may be physically separated from one another, but we are not on our own.  Through the church, God provides every 

member of the body with a “multitude of counsellors” – brothers and sisters with the same faith and practice who provide 

strength, support, safety, and sufficiency for one another. 
 

Key Verse 
“Where no counsel is, the people fall: but in the multitude of counselors there is safety” (Pr. 11:14). 
 

Lesson Summary 
When we become members of the church, we gain spiritual strength and support from each other (Ec. 4:9-12).  Solomon 

wrote, “Two are better than one” (v. 9).  By being joined together in covenant with other likeminded believers, we are 

stronger in our commitment to Christ and more effective in our ministry accomplishments.  For example, as members of 

the same body, each one of us carries a part of the responsibility and burden of Christ’s entire mission.  Which is easier, 

lifting a load individually or lifting a load with several people pulling together?  When members work together, “they 

have a good reward for their labor” (v. 9).  As members of God’s church, we are no longer pulling in our own strength, 

but we have other brothers and sisters assisting and supporting us in our spiritual growth and ministry efforts.  

Figuratively speaking, we no longer sing as soloists, but we sing as a choir of united voices glorifying the name of the 

Lord (Is. 52:8; Ro. 15:6).  Moreover, wise Solomon emphasized the importance of a “multitude of counsellors.”  None of 

us knows everything.  Fortunately, all of the wisdom of the church is not deposited in one member, for this would create a 

huge void in the body of Christ and a stagnant, unedifying fellowship.  Since no one member of the church is all-

sufficient, we must lean on each other and find safety and sufficiency in the fellowship of the church.  By listening to the 

wise counsel of the church and its leaders, we avoid costly mistakes and escape “the error of the wicked” (Pr. 11:14; 24:6; 

2 Pe. 3:17).  In becoming members of the church, we place ourselves under God’s spiritual leaders, and they have the rule 

over us.  But this is not a rule by force and constraint.  We should therefore willingly submit ourselves to leadership, not 

in order to be controlled but for the purpose of spiritual safety and discipline.  Church leaders provide spiritual supervision 

and guidance for those under their care, setting a godly example for members and watching over their souls (He. 13:7, 

17).  Furthermore, through the wise counsel of more experienced and mature members of the church, we are more likely 

to succeed in our personal lives and ministry efforts.  Following our own plans often proves ineffective, but making plans 

in the multitude of counselors helps us to establish goals consistent with the will of God (Pr. 15:21-22).  Knowing the 

mind of Christ is not a purely individual pursuit; it is better discerned and understood through the counsel of the church.  

For this reason, the Scriptures give us the pattern of the “multitude of counselors” in the General Assembly of the church 

in Acts 15 (see verses 4, 6, 12, 22, 25, 28). 
 

Scripture Study 
Strength and support – Ec. 4:9-12  

Safety and sufficiency – Pr. 11:14; 15:21-22; 24:6; He. 13:7, 17 

The General Assembly – Ac. 15:4, 6, 12, 22, 25, 28 
 

Conclusion 
What a great benefit to have a multitude of counselors in the fellowship of the church!  As members of Zion Assembly, 

we have the awesome responsibility and privilege of building relationships in the church which will provide strength, 

support, safety, and sufficiency for one another. 

“Multitude of Counselors” 
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