
 

 
Theme: Sermon on the Mount 

Lesson:  Jesus Makes Our Hearts Pure  
Lesson Text:  Matthew 5:8  

April 6, 2014 

Writer:  Shanda Graves 

Lesson Summary 

Where do you want to go when this life is over?  We should set heaven as our goal and be learning what it takes to get there.  We must 
first know Jesus as our personal Savior, but this relationship does not stop there.  Thankfully, we have the Bible to guide and teach us.  
Here in Matthew, Christ is teaching a group of people that followed Him up onto the side of a mountain.  They thought Jesus was going 
to take care of them physically and rid them from all their earthly trouble.  Instead, Jesus spoke to them about how they should act.  He 
told them that blessings come from serving and obeying the true living God.  In verse eight of Matthew chapter five, the Bible says, 
“Blessed are the pure in heart:  for they shall see God.”  We must have our hearts full of God’s love.  If we have our hearts truly filled with 
God’s love, we will act like Him!  We will not want to do selfish things but want to do what God wants us to do.  This includes putting 
others before ourselves.  1 Peter 1:22 tells us to “love one another earnestly from a pure heart.”  We will forgive others just as Christ 
forgave us.  When our hearts are pure and full of God’s love, it becomes easier to understand how we must live like Christ at all times.  
We read the Bible because we want to become more like Jesus. Some may say the Bible is just a bunch of dos and don’ts.  But when 
God’s love is making your heart pure, you want to serve God, and the Bible becomes your way of life.  You want to know what it takes to 
please God because His is your All in All.  If we want to see God guiding, blessing, and working in us now, and if we want to be in His 
presence in heaven, we must keep our hearts pure.  Let God rule your heart and one day you will see Him! 
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 Ideas to Illuminate: 
 
1. Have students cut a heart out of white paper and write the memory verse on the 
heart with red crayon or marker.  Remind students that when Jesus comes into our 
hearts, he washes us white as snow. 
2.  Come up with different scenarios and allow students to choose how they should 
respond if their hearts are pure.  For example:  Someone hurt my feelings.            
A)  I should forgive the person.  B)  I should not forgive and stay upset. 

Questions for Class Discussion: 
1. If our hearts are full of God’s love, who should we act like?  
2.  Why should we forgive others? 
3.  How can we know how to please God? 
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Teacher Preparation 
Readings:  Matthew 5:8; 1 Peter 1:22 
 
Lesson Objective:  The student will learn Jesus can make our hearts pure.   
 
Materials:  paper, scissors, red crayons or markers 
 

Memory Verse: “Blessed are the pure in heart: for they shall see God” (Mt. 5:8). 
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Theme: Sermon on the Mount 

Lesson:  Jesus Is Our Peacemaker  
Lesson Text: Matthew 5:9 

April 13, 2014 

Writer:  Shanda Graves 

Lesson Summary 

Do you know who a peacemaker is?  A peacemaker is someone who tries to help those who fight 
or disagree to get along and have a good relationship.  Do you know anyone who is a 
peacemaker?  When Jesus comes into our hearts, He brings peace to our lives between us and 
God.  Do you think children of God should be fighting and not getting along with others?  No.  If we 
have God’s love in our hearts, we will want to be a peacemaker by getting along with others. We 
will want to see others having good relationships too.  If we know Christ, it should bother us to see 
others who cannot get along.  With God’s love in our hearts, we will want others to experience this 
same peace.  We can use the Word of God to help speak peace into the lives of those who are 
having trouble getting along.  The wisdom of God’s Word helps bring understanding of how to live 
and directs people toward Jesus, the Prince of Peace.  God will bless as we try to keep peace with 
others even if others are not trying to get along with us.  Let’s be peacemakers for Jesus, the 
Prince of Peace! 
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 Ideas to Illuminate: 
 
Pass out strips of paper to students and have them write down something they can 
do to be a peacemaker.  (Help children brainstorm.)  An example might be to pick 
up something, like a crayon, someone drops at school or hold the door open for 
someone who has his/her hands full.  Encourage students to do a peaceful task 
sometime in the coming week and report back next Sunday. 
  

Questions for Class Discussion: 
1.  What are some characteristics of a peacemaker? 
2.  When Jesus comes into our hearts, He brings peace between us and who? 
3.  Should we try to keep peace with others? 
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Teacher Preparation 
Readings:  Matthew 5:9; Romans 5:1-12 
 
Lesson Objective:  The student will learn we can keep peace with others when our hearts are right 
with Jesus.   
 
Materials:  strips of paper, pens or pencils 
 

Memory Verse:  “Blessed are the peacemakers: for they shall be called the children of God” (Mt.5:9). 
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Theme: Sermon on the Mount 

Lesson:  Living For Jesus  
Lesson Text: Matthew 5:10 

April 20, 2014 

Writer:  Shanda Graves 

Lesson Summary 

Has anyone ever been mean to you?  What happened?  How did it make you feel?  (Allow class 
discussion.)  The Bible tells us that sometimes we may be mistreated for following and obeying 
Jesus.  In Acts chapter seven, Stephen is preaching about Jesus and the people do not like what 
he is saying.  The stronger Stephen proclaims the Truth, the more upset the people become 
because they did not have God’s love in their hearts.  Stephen looked up and told the crowd he 
saw Jesus standing on the right hand of God.  The people got so angry they cast him out of the 
city and threw stones at him.  Just before Stephen died, he called upon God saying, “Lord Jesus, 
receive my spirit.”  Then he knelt down and cried with a loud voice, “Lord, lay not this sin to their 
charge.”  When he had said this he feel asleep (Acts 7:59-60).  We may not have to suffer like 
Stephen did, but this story can help remind us to stand strong if we are made fun of or treated 
wrongly for doing what is right for Jesus.  We must remember that if we live for Jesus, we will have 
a great reward in heaven! 
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 Ideas to Illuminate: 
             Think of good and bad scenarios your students might be faced with.  For 
example, some students are made fun of because they will not say bad words and 
others are rejected for trying to talk to someone about Jesus.  Have the children to 
draw a smiley face on one piece of paper and a sad face on another.  When you 
tell a scenario, the children choose to hold up the happy or sad face to show how 
they would feel in each situation.  Allow time for class discussion. Stress how Christ 
can help us in all situations. 

Questions for Class Discussion: 
1.  Can we sometimes be mistreated for following Jesus? 
2.  Why should we stand strong for Jesus? 
3.  If we live for Jesus, where do we have a great reward? 
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Teacher Preparation 
Readings:  Matthew 5:10-11; Acts 7:51-60 
 
Lesson Objective:  The student will learn if we live for Jesus, we will have a great reward in heaven.   
 
Materials:  paper and crayons  
 
Memory Verse: “Blessed are they which are persecuted for righteousness’ sake:  for theirs is the 

kingdom of heaven” (Mt. 5:10). 
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 Theme: Sermon on the Mount 
Lesson:  Keep Your Hope in Christ  

Lesson Text:  Matthew 5:12  
April 27, 2014 

Writer:  Shanda Graves 

Lesson Summary 

Can you think of something that would make you so happy you want to jump because you are full of gladness?  When 
we become a child of God and receive Jesus into our hearts, it is a time to rejoice.  We feel so glad that our sins have 
been washed away.  Our love for Christ and a relationship with Him starts at salvation, but we must grow deeper in 
God.  Romans 12:12 says, “Rejoice in hope, be patient in tribulations, be constant in prayer.”  Christ came to die for 
all of us.  He wants us to let Him rule our hearts completely, and when we do we have hope in Christ which helps us 
all the time.  It helps us be joyful when things are going great and to be patient even when times are bad.  How can 
this be?  Is there something we must do to help keep our hope in Christ?  Yes, the last part of Romans 12:12 says “be 
constant in prayer.”  We must pray to keep our hope in Christ.  If we stop praying, our hearts can start to drift away 
from Jesus and we will put our hope in other things such as money or people.  Reading the Bible is also important in 
keeping our hope in Christ.  When we read the Word and tuck scriptures away in our hearts, they come to our minds 
and help us keep our hope in Christ.  The Word of God comforts and guides us in life until we reach our reward in 
heaven.  As we keep rejoicing while serving the Lord and growing in our relationship with Christ, we can store up 
treasures in heaven.  We can rejoice in knowing that if we are a child of the King, we have a reward to receive when 
we make heaven our home. 
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 Ideas to Illuminate: 
 
  Ask the students if they are familiar with “to do” lists or reminders.  Give each 
student a piece of paper and have each student make a daily reminder to pray and 
read their Bibles.  Provide students with stickers and other items to let each student 
personalize their reminders.  Encourage the students to put their reminders in a 
place they will see each day to remind them to read their Bibles and pray everyday! 
   

Questions for Class Discussion: 
1.  Has there been a time when you have felt really happy? 
2.  What are two things we must do to keep our hope in Christ? 
3.  If we serve the Lord, where will our reward be? 
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Teacher Preparation 
Readings:  Matthew 5:12; Romans 12:12 
 
Lesson Objective:  The student will learn if we know God we can truly rejoice at all times. 
 
Materials:  paper, colored pencils, markers or crayons, stickers 
 

Memory Verse:  “Rejoice and be exceeding glad; for great is your reward in heaven” (Mt. 5:12a).  
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