
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Introduction 
The responsibilities of church membership begin with taking responsibility for oneself and for one’s personal 
spirituality.  God has designed our salvation on the basis of a personal relationship with Jesus Christ.  Although 
other members in the body of Christ contribute to our spiritual growth, the ultimate responsibility for 
maintaining one’s relationship with God falls on the individual.  A responsible church member is one who gives 
serious consideration and attention to his/her spiritual growth. 
 
Key Verse 
“Let my supplication come before thee: deliver me according to thy word” (Ps. 119:170). 
 
Lesson Summary 
Nothing is more enriching to one’s spiritual growth than prayer and the study of God’s Word.  Thus, personal 
consecration depends on prayer and study.  In fact, without careful attention to the Scriptures and prayer, believers 
do not mature in their relationship with the Lord.  A strong, spiritual member is one who practices the discipline of 
prayer, seeking after the Spirit of the Lord.  Jesus taught his disciples to watch and pray unto the coming of the Lord 
(Mk. 13:33; 14:38).  He warned them against spiritual lethargy, saying, “Lest coming suddenly he find you sleeping” 
(13:36).  The enemy is out to destroy our faith in Christ and our obedience to his Word.  But prayer enables us to 
maintain our readiness as we await his coming (vv. 35-37).  On the night of his betrayal, Jesus implored his disciples 
to watch with him (14:32-34).  To his disappointment, he found them asleep, not once, but three times.  His initial 
response to them was “watch and pray, lest ye enter into temptation” (v. 38).  Temptation is all around us.  Of 
course, we do not know when temptation will come, but we do know that it will indeed come.  Prayer, as a means of 
watchfulness, keeps us alert to the enemy and keeps our focus on Christ, our deliverer.  Also, a strong member is one 
who studies the Bible, whose knowledge of the Word continuously deepens.  When writing to Timothy, the apostle 
Paul warned of Satan’s deception.  In the same way that God uses his ministers to declare the Word of Truth, Satan 
uses false prophets and teachers (“evil men and seducers”) to lie and deceive (2 Ti. 3:13).  Though sin and deception 
loom around us, the wisdom and knowledge of God’s Word enable us to build an impenetrable wall of faith against 
the enemy’s devices (v. 15).  The Scriptures provide us with doctrine, reproof, correction, and instruction which we 
need to combat the deception of this world (v. 16).  We cannot stop the devil from tempting us, but we can appeal to 
the power of God’s Word and Spirit for our deliverance from sin’s deception (Ps. 119:9-16).  The Bible instructs us 
in the statutes and commandments of the Lord.  In keeping his judgments, we are blessed with his favor, both now 
and forever (Jos. 1:8). 
 
Scripture Study 
Watch and pray – Mk. 13:32-37; 14:32-38 
Bible Study – 2 Ti. 3:13-17; Ps. 119:9-16; Jos. 1:8 
 
Conclusion 
A primary responsibility of church membership is to maintain personal, spiritual growth.  According to the 
psalmist, by prayer and the knowledge of the Scriptures we receive God’s help and deliverance in our lives (Ps. 
119:169-70).  As members consecrate themselves to God through prayer and Bible study, they grow spiritually 
and are equipped “unto all good works” (2 Ti. 3:17). 
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Introduction 
Have you ever been to an art museum?  Sometimes, the pictures or paintings displayed present optical illusions.  At first 
glance, they may look like nothing more than streaks of color or various shapes juxtaposed on a canvas.  However, with 
more careful observation, you become filled with disbelief as an amazing image comes into view.  Only by looking at a 
piece of art in the right way will you see the true creativity behind it.  Perspective is almost everything.  How do you view 
church attendance?  Do you see its importance and benefit to the spiritual growth and health of the church? 
 
Key Verse 
“Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the manner of some is; but exhorting one another: and so much 
the more, as ye see the day approaching” (He. 10:25). 
 
Lesson Summary 
Many professing believers devalue church attendance, giving little effort and attention to it, and therefore do not receive 
its full benefits.  However, the writer of Hebrews emphasizes its increasing importance as we approach the coming of the 
Lord (He. 10:23-27).  One of the essential blessings of faithful church attendance is found in the Biblical mandate: “Not 
forsaking the assembling of ourselves together” (He. 10:23).  Togetherness is central to the implicit purpose of church 
attendance.  Participating in church services is much more than merely congregating at a specific place on a routine 
schedule.  In the church we assemble ourselves together in one place and in one Spirit in order to build up and strengthen 
the whole body (Ac. 2:1-4; 12:5-12).  Our assembling brings us together in Christ, in order to both inner-connect us with 
Christ and with one another.  Thus, we assemble to: 1) consider one another; 2) provoke one another unto love and good 
works; and 3) exhort one another in the Lord (He. 10:24-25).  Being members one of another makes church attendance an 
essential part of church life and growth (Ro. 12:5).  To forsake our assembling together as the body of Christ is to pull 
apart and dismantle ourselves.  Of course, worship is central to the explicit purpose of church attendance.  We gather 
together to give glory and honor to God in Christ by the Holy Spirit (Jn. 4:23-24; Re. 4:10-11).  As we worship the Lord 
in the Spirit and in Truth, we are performing on earth that which is currently taking place in heaven where Christ sits at 
the right hand of God (Ep. 2:6; Col. 3:1-2; Is. 6:1-4; Re. 4:8).  Each time we gather together for worship, we are 
rehearsing and thus preparing for the day when we will join in the heavenly worship of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  
We are preparing for the day when we will witness the fullness of his “glory and honor and power.”  The writer of 
Hebrews encourages us, “and so much the more, as you see the day approaching” – not less and less, BUT all the more, as 
Christ’s coming draws near (He. 10:25).  The image we get is of a people of God whose worship becomes ever 
increasingly greater as they sense the Lord’s coming and nearness.  Their worship intensifies unto the coming of the Lord 
until finally worship reaches its ultimate goal and their faith becomes sight. 
 
Scripture Study 
Togetherness – He. 10:23-27; Ac. 2:1-4; 12:5-12 
Heavenly Worship – Jn. 4:23-24; Re. 4:8-11; Is. 6:1-4; Ep. 2:6; Col. 3:1-2 
 
Conclusion 
In coming together for corporate worship, we are preparing for the coming of the Lord.  Christ is getting us rapture-ready, 
prepared for heavenly worship.  The apostle Paul wrote: “the dead in Christ shall rise first: then we which are alive and 
remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the 
Lord” (1 Th. 4:16-17).  Therefore, as responsible church members, we should maintain the priority of faithful church 
attendance and corporate worship. 
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Introduction 
Truly, we are blessed of God to be a blessing.  God has graciously enabled us to minister to the needs of others (1 
Pe. 4:10; Mt. 10:8; 2 Co. 1:4).  The church is called to fulfill the ministry and mission of Christ in the world: “to 
preach the gospel to the poor . . . to heal the brokenhearted, to preach deliverance to the captives, and recovering of 
sight to the blind, to set at liberty them that are bruised, to preach the acceptable year of the Lord” (Lu. 4:18-19).  As 
members of the church, we have the responsibility and privilege to use what God has given us to support the mission 
and ministry of the church. 
 
Key Verse 
“Bring ye all the tithes into the storehouse, that there may be meat in mine house, and prove me now herewith, 
saith the Lord of hosts, if I will not open you the windows of heaven, and pour you out a blessing, that there 
shall not be room enough to receive it” (Mal. 3:10). 
 
Lesson Summary 
The practice of tithing began with Abraham who gave a tenth or ten percent of his increase to Melchizedek, King of 
Salem, being “the priest of the most high God” (Ge. 14:18-20; He. 7:1-4).  Under the law, God instituted the tithe to 
provide support for the ministry (the Levites), who performed the services of his house.  Moreover, even the Levites 
themselves gave a tenth on the tithe (support) which they received (Nu. 18:21-28).  Under the new covenant in 
Christ, we do not pay tithes and give offerings as a requirement of the law; rather, our example precedes the Mosaic 
Law and follows the example of faithful Abraham who gave a tenth to Melchizedek.  Abraham desired to bless and 
honor the Lord because God had blessed and favored him in the fight against his enemies.  Likewise, we do not pay 
tithes and give offerings merely to become blessed of God, but we tithe and give to honor God because he has 
blessed us.  Thus, we give the tenth of all that God has given to us.  Moreover, we give freewill offerings as God has 
prospered us and enabled us to give (1 Co. 16:1-2).  Furthermore, Jesus encouraged and endorsed the practice of 
tithing (Mt. 23:23).  He purposely connected righteous judgment and God’s love to it (Lu. 11:42).  The practice of 
tithing and giving as an acceptable act of worship does not depend on the amount of the gift, but rather on the 
motivation of the giver (Mk. 12:41-44).  If the spirit and attitude of the giver are displeasing to the Lord, then the gift 
itself is unacceptable to him.  We should give from willing and cheerful hearts, simply because we desire to honor 
God and to be a blessing (2 Co. 9:7).  Indeed, God is pleased with our giving when our hearts are pleasing to him.  
Though giving to various charities and humanitarian organizations is meritorious, such giving is not the same as 
giving into the storehouse of God (the church).  As we bring our tithes and offerings into his storehouse, we are 
supporting the work of the ministry and the church, and helping to finance his mission throughout the world. 
 
Scripture Study 
Tithes and offerings – Ge. 14:18-20; He. 7:1-4; Nu. 18:21-28; 1 Co. 16:1-2 
The spirit of giving – Mt. 23:23; Lu. 11:42; Mk. 12:41-44; 2 Co. 9:7 
 
Conclusion 
Although we give liberally to be a blessing, we also reap rewards (Mal. 3:10; Lu. 6:38; 2 Co. 9:6).  The Lord 
promises to bless us abundantly when we give faithfully and freely.  Let us take up the responsibilities of tithing 
and giving that the windows of heaven may be opened unto us.  As the Lord continues to bless us, he enables us 
to be a blessing in the mission of Christ and his church. 
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Introduction 
An old gospel song says, “Wasted years, wasted years, O how foolish!”  Of course, the song is talking about 
people whose lives are spent in the vanities of wickedness and unbelief.  Fulfilling the desires of the flesh, they 
literally waste their time on this earth.  Seeing the foolishness of this, the members of God’s church should 
always use their time to glorify God and make every effort to edify the body of Christ. 
 
Key Verse 
“Not slothful in business; fervent in spirit; serving the Lord” (Ro. 12:11). 
 
Lesson Summary 
When the apostle Paul wrote to the saints at Ephesus, he compelled them not to be careless and haphazard in the 
way they lived their lives.  Urging them to exercise godly wisdom and understanding, he said, “Redeeming the 
time, because the days are evil” (Ep. 5:15-16).  We should never squander our time, because we have but one 
life to live: “To every thing there is a season, and a time to every purpose under the heaven” (Ec. 3:1).  This 
truth applies to all of us.  In God’s master plan, he has placed each one of us on this earth for a limited time to 
accomplish his purpose.  If we carelessly allow the time and opportunities that God has appointed for us in 
ministry to slip through our fingers, we have wasted a precious gift that can never be retrieved (Col. 4:5).  
Everyday, wickedness is all around us.  Certainly, the demonic influences of this world are never taking their 
leisure.  Thus, we need to be wise in our understanding of God’s will, using our time to seize every opportunity 
to advance the mission of the church (Ep. 5:17).  We should not be slothful in our service to God (Ro. 12:11).  
We have no time to waste, because the coming of the Lord is getting closer each day (13:11).  Furthermore, 
since the light of Christ has come and his glory has risen upon us, we should wake up and work for the Lord 
“while it is day” (Jn. 9:4-5; Is. 60:1; Ro. 13:12).  Whereas, in the past, we fulfilled the works of darkness, now 
let us use our talents and abilities to fulfill the work of the Lord.  Jesus, as our example, was wholly dedicated to 
God’s mission and purpose through him (He. 10:7).  He never swerved from his commitment to the plan of God 
and his mission on this earth (Jn. 3:16; Mt. 26:42; Jn. 18:11).  Knowing that our Lord has entrusted us with 
responsibilities in his mission, that he is coming again, and that we must give an account of our service to him, 
we should be busy in the work of the Lord (Mt. 24:44-51).  We should all serve Christ faithfully and wisely, 
according to our calling and ability.  “Blessed is that servant, whom his lord when he cometh shall find so 
doing” (v. 46). 
 
Scripture Study 
Using our time wisely – Ep. 5:15-17; Ec. 3:1; Col. 4:5; Ro. 12:11; 13:11 
Working for the Lord – Jn. 9:4-5; Is. 60:1; Ro. 13:12; He. 10:7; Mt. 24:44-51 
 
Conclusion 
When thinking about diligence in our service to God, we should consider the ant and gain wisdom from it.  The 
ant “which having no guide, overseer, or ruler, provideth her meat in the summer, and gathereth her food in the 
harvest” (Pr. 6:6-8).  Diligence has a reward.  Hard work has a pay day.  Investing our time and hard work in 
the mission of Christ yields souls for the kingdom of God and builds-up the church of God. 
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Introduction 
What is pride?  It is an exaggerated preoccupation with one’s self (ego), often evidenced by self-assertion.  
When writing to Timothy, the apostle Paul identified the spirit of pride as a last day’s peril, saying, “This know 
also, that in the last days perilous times shall come.  For men shall be lovers of their own selves, covetous, 
boasters, proud” (2 Ti. 3:1-2).  In today’s lesson, we will examine self-centeredness, the root of pride. 
 
Key Verse 
“Look not every man on his own things, but every man also on the things of others” (Ph. 2:4). 
 
Lesson Summary 
On one occasion, a certain lawyer tempted Jesus, asking him, “Master, what shall I do to inherit eternal life” 
(Lu. 10:25)?  The lawyer then essentially answered his own question, saying, “Thou shalt love the Lord thy God 
with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy strength, and with all thy mind; and thy neighbour as 
thyself” (v. 27).  But then in order to justify himself, the lawyer asked Jesus, “And who is my neighbour” (v. 
29)?  Jesus answered him with the story of the Good Samaritan (vv. 30-37).  In this story, both priest and Levite 
(representing the religious establishment) saw their wounded brother yet refused to help him.  But the 
Samaritan, a stranger, came to his aid.  While the priest and Levite were more concerned about themselves than 
they were their brother, the Samaritan saw his neighbor’s needs just as important as his own, if not more 
important.  In this story, we see that loving one’s neighbor as oneself means placing yourself in your neighbor’s 
circumstances, and then doing for your neighbor what you would desire for yourself.  From this perspective, 
God’s love is not self-seeking, but rather self-giving (1 Co. 13:5).  Whereas pride is focused on “Me,” love is 
focused on others (Ph. 2:4).  The self-giving love of God contradicts pride: “For God so loved the world, that he 
gave his only begotten Son” (Jn. 3:16).  God gave of himself.  When Jesus explained his parable of the 
sheepfold, he contrasted himself, as the good shepherd, with a hireling (Jn. 10:11-15).  The primary distinction 
was the good shepherd “giveth his life for the sheep,” but the hireling flees for his own life.  The hireling is all 
about self.  However, Christ, our example of humility, exemplified a spirit completely opposite of pride, 
“humbled himself, and became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross” (Ph. 2:8).  He did so for our 
salvation.  In the same way Christ gave himself for us, we have an obligation to “lay down our lives for the 
brethren” (1 Jn. 3:16).  Love always encourages us to give preferential treatment to others, rather than to 
ourselves (Ro. 12:10).  On the other hand, pride places an overemphasis on the importance of self (ego), and it 
seeks to protect that exalted importance (egotism). 
 
Scripture Study 
Self-centeredness – 2 Ti. 3:1-2; Lu. 10:25-37 
God’s self-giving love – 1 Co. 13:5; Ph. 2:4; Jn. 3:16; 10:11-15; Ph. 2:8; 1 Jn. 3:16; Ro. 12:10 
 
Conclusion 
Pride is a destructive spirit rooted in self-centeredness.  It tears down the love and unity of the church.  But the 
love of God in Christ moves us beyond ourselves toward reaching out and ministering to one another.  Christ’s 
love contradicts and confronts the spirit of pride, calling us to “be clothed with humility” and to serve one 
another (1 Pe. 5:5; Ga. 5:13). 
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