
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lesson Outlines 
February 1 

Topic: Works of the Flesh 

Texts: 1 Co. 6:9-10; Ex. 20:14; Ep. 5:3, 5; Ga. 5:19-21; 

Ja. 1:14-15; Ro. 13:10 

Key Verse: Ga. 5:19 

Main Point: All sinful practices, including sexual sins 

such as fornication and adultery, are the result of people 

following the desires of their sinful flesh.    

February 8 
Topic: Polygamy 

Texts: Ge. 2:24; Mt. 19:8-9; Ge. 37:18-28; 1 Sa. 1:6-7; 2 

Sa. 13:11-15, 28-29; Mt. 5:31-32; 19:1-9; Mk. 10:1-12; 

Lu. 16:18 

Key Verse: Ge. 2:24 

Main Point: Jesus reestablished the original design for 

marriage as being between ONE man and ONE woman.  

Though polygamy was tolerated in the Old Testament, it 

resulted in heartache for all involved.   

February 15 
Topic: Homosexuality and Lesbianism 

Texts: Ge. 2:7, 21-24; Mk. 10:6-7; Ro. 1:26-27; Ge. 1:28; 

Le. 18:22; 20:13; 1 Ti. 1:10; 1 Co. 6:9-10 

Key Verse: Ro. 1:27 

Main Point: Sexual relations were designed by God to be 

between a man and a woman.  All sexual relations 

between those of the same sex are forbidden by scripture 

as unnatural and sinful.        

February 22 
Topic: Sexual Sins and Divine Judgment 

Texts: 1 Co. 6:6-9; Ep. 5:5-6; He. 13:4; Re. 21:8; Ge. 

19:4-5, 24-25; 2 Pe. 6:6-9; Nu. 25:1-9; 1 Co. 10:8, 11 

Key Verse: He. 13:4  

Main Point: Those who disobey God’s laws will not enter 

God’s kingdom and will suffer eternal punishment in the 

lake of fire.       
   

 

 

“Sexual Sins” 

Faith-N-Focus  :  E-quip Your Faith 
                Adult Bible Studies                             “Essentials” 
 Zion Assembly Church of God  –  Sunday School Services 

Writer: Bruce Sullivan  

 

February 2015 Sexual Purity Monthly Summary 

In this month of Faith-N-Focus, we will 

discuss sexual practices which God has designated as 

sinful.  Our first lesson will discuss the seed of sexual 

sin, which is the decision by a person to follow the 

desires of their sinful flesh, instead of obeying God, 

and being born of and led by his Sprit.  The carnal 

nature cares nothing for the things of God or the well 

being of others.  Instead, it is rooted in the desire to 

selfishly fulfill its own fleshly cravings. 

In our second lesson, we will discuss the 

practice of polygamy, which simply means to have 

more than one living spouse at a time.  Though this was 

practiced in the Old Testament, it was never God’s 

design or intent, and it brought heartache to all 

involved.  When Christ came and made possible 

“spiritual regeneration,” he commanded all men to 

follow the original design for marriage: “ONE man and 

ONE woman for life.”  

In our third lesson, we will discuss the sins of 

homosexuality and lesbianism.  Though these sins are 

becoming more and more common in society, they 

were never the design of God.  When God created 

Adam, he presented him with a woman (not a man).  

Moreover, the Scriptures refer to marriage as a man 

leaving father and mother and cleaving unto his wife 

(woman).  Furthermore, the Bible refers to the practices 

of homosexuality and lesbianism as an “abomination,” 

“shameful,” and “against nature.”   

In our final lesson, we will discuss God’s 

judgment against sexual sins.  God made clear his 

displeasure with these sins by raining fire down upon 

the city of Sodom, which was steeped in 

homosexuality.  He also destroyed over 20,000 

Israelites who committed fornication in the wilderness.  

These things were written that we might learn and be 

warned by them.  The Scriptures tell us that those who 

practice such sins, refusing to repent, will not inherit 

the Kingdom of God.  Instead, they will face the eternal 

wrath of God and be cast into the lake of fire.   

To receive your free monthly email subscription to Faith-N-Focus curriculum, please send your request to 
sundayschoolservices@zionassemblychurchofgod.com.  In addition to the Adult Bible Studies, you will 
also receive Faith-N-Focus for Teens and for Young Disciples.  For more information about Zion 
Assembly Church of God, please visit our website at www.zionassemblychurchofgod.com. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Introduction 
“Adultery” is a term often used to describe the sexual misconduct of a married person – and thus denotes marital 

unfaithfulness.  When “fornication” is used alongside “adultery” in the Scriptures (e.g. He. 13:4; 1 Co. 6:9; Ga. 5:19; Mt. 

5:32; 19:9), it most often refers to sexual misconduct involving a single person – pre-marital sex.  The Scriptures teach 

that these sins, like all sins, stem from fleshly lusts.  In today’s lesson, we will discuss adultery and fornication as “works 

of the flesh.” 
  

Key Verse 
“Now the works of the flesh are manifest, which are these; Adultery, fornication, uncleanness, lasciviousness . . .” (Ga. 

5:19). 
 

Lesson Summary 
Galatians 5:22-23 lists several Christ-like characteristics which Paul referred to as the “fruit of the Spirit.”  Just as the fruit 

growing on a tree tells you what kind of tree you have, you can tell a person is controlled by the Spirit of God if they 

manifest Christ-like characteristics.  Apple trees produce apples.  Orange trees produce oranges.  Spirit-led believers 

naturally produce love, joy, peace, and so on.  Paul further wrote that just as being led by the Spirit produces certain fruit 

or Christ-like characteristics, being led by the flesh also produces a host of immoral and sinful actions which he referred 

to as the “works of the flesh” (Ga. 5:19-21).  Within this list of the works of the flesh, we find the sins of “adultery” and 

“fornication.”  Those who are controlled by fleshly lusts are prone to cross the moral lines which God has established as 

appropriate sexual behavior, including engaging in pre-marital sex (fornication) and marital unfaithfulness (adultery). 

While love is selfless, lust is always selfish.  1 Corinthians 13:5 tells us that love “seeketh not her own.”  In other words, 

love is always looking out for the best interests of the object of that love; whereas, carnality (the minding of the flesh), on 

the other hand, is always selfish.  It takes, instead of gives.  It abuses, instead of nurtures.  It only looks out for its own 

interest.  When people engage in pre-marital sex, they act out of lust and not love, acting carnally rather than spiritually.  

They are not thinking about the well being of others but only about satisfying their own fleshly desires.  Pre-marital sex 

damages people, spiritually and psychologically, creating a multitude of emotional issues.  For example, it often creates 

future trust issues in relationships, and subjects a person to future temptations as well as damages one’s self esteem.  

When one is unfaithful to his spouse, he is not considerate of those who are affected by his actions.  Thinking only of 

himself, he devastates the lives of his spouse and children through his sinful actions.  This selfishness is exemplified by 

the man who cheated on his wife and later justified his actions by saying, “I believe God wants me to be happy.”  

Selfishly, he was only concerned with his own happiness, and he believed his happiness was God’s only concern.  

Because he was led by the flesh, the harm his actions brought to others mattered little to him.  In reality, God is concerned 

with what is in the best interest of everyone in the natural as well as the eternal scheme of things.  We are commanded to 

love our neighbor as ourselves (Mt. 22:37-40).  Romans 13:10 declares, “Love worketh no ill to his neighbour.”  Adultery 

and fornication are harmful to others, and therefore, they are not acts of love but rather of selfishness and abuse.  

Therefore, as Paul explained, if one works “ill to his neighbour,” then he is not fulfilling the law of God.  Such people will 

not inherit the Kingdom of God (1 Co. 6:9-10; Ro. 13:10).      
 

Scripture Study 
Adultery and fornication are condemned by God – 1 Co. 6:9; Ex. 20:14; Ep. 5:3; Ga. 5:19-21 

Adultery and fornication are products of carnality and selfishness – Ga. 5:19; Ja. 1:14-15; Ro. 13:10 

Adulterers and fornicators will not inherit the Kingdom of God – Ga. 5:19-21; 1 Co. 6:9-10; Ep. 5:5 
 

Conclusion 
Adultery and fornication are the products of carnality.  They are actions which are selfish, damaging, and cruel.  For this 

reason, God condemns such actions and demands their abandonment when one becomes a follower of Christ. 

“Adultery and Fornication – Works of the Flesh” 

Faith-N-Focus  :  E-quip Your Faith 
                Adult Bible Studies                ”Marriage & Sexuality” 
 Zion Assembly Church of God  –  Sunday School Services 

Writer: Bruce Sullivan  
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Introduction 
The word “polygamy” refers to the practice of taking multiple spouses.  Though there are many references in the Bible to 

men practicing polygamy, this was clearly not God’s original design, and it resulted in strife and heartache.   
 

Key Verse 
“Therefore shall a man leave his father and his mother, and shall cleave unto his wife: and they shall be one flesh” (Ge. 

2:24). 
 

Lesson Summary 

We can see God’s original design for marriage in Genesis.  God created one man, Adam, and presented him with one 

wife, Eve.  Notice, God didn’t present Adam with multiple wives, but only one wife.  He then went on to state a 

commandment for all of mankind: “Therefore shall a man [one man] leave his father and his mother, and shall cleave 

unto his wife [not wives]: and they shall be one flesh” (Ge. 2:24).  Jesus reconfirmed God’s commandment regarding one 

man and one woman for life, saying, “And they twain [two, not three or more] shall be one flesh” (Mk. 10:7-8).  In Old 

Testament times, the Scriptures record many men who practiced polygamy.  However, these polygamous relationships 

always resulted in jealousy, strife, and eventual heartache for all involved.  For example, Rachel and Leah were constantly 

competing for the attention of Jacob.  The rivalry among their children eventually resulted in Leah’s children selling 

Rachel’s son, Joseph, as a slave (Ge. 37:18-28).  David’s children from multiple marriages became involved in incest, 

abuse, and eventually sibling murder (2 Sa. 13:11-15, 28-29).  God in his longsuffering seems to have refrained from 

judging the practice of polygamy in the Old Testament, partly due to man’s inability to live a born again, sanctified life.  

However, when Jesus came and ushered in the dispensation of the Holy Spirit, he called his people to a higher standard, 

commanding them to honor God’s original design for marriage (Mk. 10:2-12).  In every scripture where Jesus commented 

on marriage, he implicitly condemned polygamy.  However, to understand this subtle condemnation of polygamy, it is 

critical that we understand Jesus’ teaching regarding marriage.  Jesus not only taught against “divorce and remarriage,” 

but that DIVORCE CANNOT DISSOLVE A MARRIAGE.  Marriage is a covenant relationship instituted and ordained 

by God between one man and one woman for life; but divorce is merely a legal tool devised by man (vv. 4-5, 9).  Again, 

only death can dissolve a marriage, not divorce.  That being the case, a person is still married to his/her spouse, though 

legally separated/divorced.  For this reason, it is ADULTERY for the divorced person to remarry.  If divorce cannot 

dissolve a marriage, then a divorced person entering into a romantic/sexual relationship with another is no different than a 

married (not divorced) person entering into a romantic/sexual relationship with another.  To do so would make one guilty 

of cheating on his spouse.  This is why Jesus called remarriage after divorce “adultery.”  Accordingly, this is where we 

see Jesus’ condemnation of polygamy.  If divorce doesn’t dissolve a marriage, then a divorced person who remarries 

would simply be a married person taking a SECOND spouse, because in the eyes of God he/she is still married to the first 

spouse.  If polygamy would have been sanctioned by Christ, then he would not have condemned the second marriage as 

“adultery,” but he simply would have stated the man now had two wives.  If we understand this, then we understand that 

Jesus clearly condemned polygamy at the same time he condemned divorce and remarriage.  Both are acts of adultery.     
 

Scripture Study 
God’s original design for marriage – Ge. 2:24; Mt. 19:8-9 

Polygamy resulted in strife and heartache – Ge. 37:18-28; 1 Sa. 1:6-7; 2 Sa. 13:11-15, 28-29 

Jesus restored God’s original design condemning polygamy – Mt. 5:31-32; 19:1-9; Mk. 10:1-12; Lu. 16:18  
 

Conclusion 
God has designed marriage between one man and one woman for life.  To act contrary to God’s design brings harm and 

heartache.  Therefore, God commands man to live by his design for marriage and warns of judgment for all who take 

additional spouses while their original spouse is living (He. 13:5). 

“Polygamy” 

Faith-N-Focus  :  E-quip Your Faith 
                Adult Bible Studies                ”Marriage & Sexuality” 
 Zion Assembly Church of God  –  Sunday School Services 

Writer: Bruce Sullivan  
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Introduction 
Many governments around the world have accepted homosexuality as normal behavior.  Even more troubling is the fact 

that churches, which claim to represent Christ, are condoning these sins.  In the midst of this confusion, it is imperative for 

Zion Assembly to plainly teach what God commands and requires regarding sexual purity.  

    

Key Verse 
“And likewise also the men, leaving the natural use of the woman, burned in their lust one toward another; men with men 

working that which is unseemly, and receiving in themselves that recompence of their error which was meet” (Ro. 1:27). 

 

Lesson Summary 

The writer recently told his congregation, “If scripture taught homosexuality and lesbianism as actions sanctioned by God, 

I would be teaching homosexuality and lesbianism as actions sanctioned by God.”  My point was to emphasize that our 

teaching on these subjects is not based upon our feelings or opinions.  Rather, the Scriptures teach that these behaviors are 

against God’s original design, against moral order and nature, and contrary to God’s commandments.  In the detailed 

account of the creation of humanity, we find how God created the first man and presented him with a woman (Ge. 2:21-

22).  God did not create a man and present him with another man, nor did he create a woman and present her with a 

woman.  After creating them, he stated, “Therefore shall a man [male] leave his father [male] and his mother [female], and 

shall cleave unto his wife [female]: and they shall be one flesh” (Ge. 2:24).  In Mark 10:6-7, Jesus confirmed this original 

design and commanded men to walk in accordance with it.  In Leviticus 18:22, we find God condemned homosexuality 

under the “law of Moses” calling it an “abomination.”  The seriousness of this sin was clear to the children of Israel for 

God made it a capital crime in their society (Le. 20:13).  In Romans 1:26-27, we are told that lesbianism and 

homosexuality are against nature.  The natural, sexual make-up of a male and a female demonstrates the original and 

natural design for sexual relations.  The man was made for the woman and the woman for the man, and as such, they 

reproduce.  A man cannot naturally be fruitful and multiply with another man, and a woman cannot naturally be fruitful 

and multiply with another woman (Ge. 1:28).  Romans 1:27 not only calls homosexuality and lesbianism unnatural, it also 

condemns these actions as “unseemly” or shameful.  1 Timothy 1:10 condemns homosexuality (“them that defile 

themselves with mankind”) as being against the written, moral laws of God, and as behavior contrary to the sound 

doctrine of the gospel of Christ.  The Bible states that the righteous don’t need the written laws of God to motivate them 

to shun these sins, because the distaste for these sins is written in their hearts by the Spirit of God (1 Ti. 1:9; He. 8:10; Ro. 

2:14-15).  According to 1 Corinthians 6:9, those who practice homosexuality shall not inherit the kingdom of God.  

Therefore, Zion Assembly calls on all homosexuals to repent and be “born again” so they too can be a part of God’s 

kingdom.  In Zion Assembly, we strongly denounce the bullying or abusing of homosexuals, lesbians, or any other 

sinners.  “Ye know not what manner of spirit ye are of.  For the Son of man is not come to destroy men's lives, but to save 

them” (Lu. 9:55-56).  We love homosexuals and lesbians just as we love all sinners.  However, they must repent of their 

sins, just as all who would become Christians are required to turn from their sins in order to inherit the kingdom of God. 

       

Scripture Study 
Homosexuality and lesbianism are against God’s original design – Ge. 2:7, 21-24; Mk. 10:6-7 

Homosexuality and lesbianism are against nature and God’s laws – Ro. 1:26-27; Ge. 1:28; Le. 18:22; 20:13; 1 Ti. 1:10 

Those who practice homosexuality will not inherit the kingdom of God – 1 Co. 6:9-10 

 

Conclusion 
It is the responsibility of the church to call all sinners to repent and be saved.  We must then inform the homosexual and 

lesbian that their actions are condemned by God; unless they repent, they cannot enter God’s kingdom. 

“Homosexuality and Lesbianism” 

Faith-N-Focus  :  E-quip Your Faith 
                Adult Bible Studies                 ”Marriage & Sexuality” 
 Zion Assembly Church of God  –  Sunday School Services 

Writer: Bruce Sullivan  
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Introduction 
God has established certain laws regarding sexual behavior.  As with human laws, breaking God’s laws comes with 

consequences.  Unless people repent or their sexual sins, they will experience the judgment and wrath of God. 
 

Key Verse 
“Marriage is honourable in all, and the bed undefiled: but whoremongers and adulterers God will judge” (He. 13:4). 
 

Lesson Summary 

Just as governments establish speed limits to prevent accidents, injuries, or death; God has designed laws to protect 

man from harm (Ro. 13:10).  Pre-marital sex, homosexuality, polygamy, adultery, and so on, are all actions which 

God has designated as sins because they do damage to the individual, the family unit, and society as a whole.  Sexual 

sins bring mental, emotional, and physical injury to all who involve themselves in these practices.  Disease and 

heartache have spread throughout our world simply because men “oppose themselves” (2 Ti. 2:25) by disobeying 

God’s laws concerning sexual behavior.  Not only are there temporal consequences for disobeying God’s laws, but 

God has warned of the coming day when he will avenge those who have been victimized by the sexual misconduct 

of others (He. 10:30).  This vengeance for sexual sin is everlasting in nature and involves being excluded from God’s 

kingdom (Ga. 5:19-21).  Though false churches and false teachers sanction these sexual sins, 1 Corinthians 6:9 

warns people to “BE NOT DECEIVED” for those who cling to their sinful, sexual practices will “not inherit the 

kingdom of God.”  Ephesians 5:5-6 warns that those who practice sexual sins will not simply be excluded from 

heaven, but will be eternally punished.  Paul further warns about deceivers which justify sexual sins, stating, “let no 

man deceive you . . . for because of these things cometh the wrath of God upon the children of disobedience” (v. 6).  

Hebrews 13:4 warns of this wrath to come: “Whoremongers [fornicators] and adulterers God will judge.”  The 

Scriptures teach that this judgment will take place AFTER one’s physical death (He. 9:27).  In fact, Revelation 20:14 

calls this eternal punishment the “second death,” and it involves being cast into the “lake of fire” to be tormented 

forever.  Revelation 21:8 specifically lists “whoremongers” (“sexually immoral persons” - NIV) among those who 

will be cast into the “lake of fire.”  In 2 Peter 2:6-9, the Scriptures use Sodom as an example of the divine wrath 

which comes upon those who commit sexual sins.  It warns us not to let the same fate come upon us, stating, “The 

Lord knoweth how . . . to reserve the unjust unto the day of judgment to be punished” (v. 9).  In 1 Corinthians 10, 

Paul warns us to learn from the example of children of Israel in the wilderness who were struck down by God’s 

wrath for their “fornication,” saying, “Now all these things happened unto them for ensamples: and they are written 

for our admonition” (1 Co. 10:8, 11; Nu. 25:1-9).  Like the New Testament church, we recognize the harm of all sin, 

including sexual sin; and therefore, those who refuse to turn from their sexual sins are ineligible for membership in 

Zion Assembly (1 Co. 5:11).  Accordingly, members of the church who backslide and refuse to be restored should be 

excluded from the fellowship of the church (v. 13). 
 

Scripture Study 
Those who break God’s laws regarding sexuality will not inherit the kingdom of God – Ep. 5:5; 1 Co. 6:6-9 

Those who break God’s laws regarding sexuality will suffer eternal wrath – Ep. 5:6; He. 13:4; Re. 21:8 

Old Testament examples of divine wrath for sexual sins – Ge. 19:4-5, 24-25; 2 Pe. 6:6-9; Nu. 25:1-9; 1 Co. 10:8, 11 

 

Conclusion 
Adultery, polygamy, pre-marital sex, homosexuality, and lesbianism are all sexual sins forbidden by God because they 

destroy lives, families, and societies.  Because of the harm they cause, God has appointed a day of judgment for those who 

practice these sins and have not repented (Ac. 17:31).   

“Sexual Sin and Divine Judgment” 

Faith-N-Focus  :  E-quip Your Faith 
                Adult Bible Studies              ”Marriage & Sexuality” 
 Zion Assembly Church of God  –  Sunday School Services 

Writer: Bruce Sullivan  
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