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Theme: Parables of Jesus 
Lesson: The Pharisee and Publican 

Lesson Text: Luke 18:9-14 
December 1, 2013 
Writer: Kari Snyder 

Lesson Summary 

In this parable, Jesus compares the prayers of a prideful Pharisee and a sinful Publican.  A Pharisee was a religious 

leader, and a Publican was a tax collector.  Jesus told this story to teach the importance of being humble. The Pharisee 

and Publican were both in the temple praying.  The Pharisee spoke to God with a prideful spirit.  He told God how 

thankful he was that he was not like this unjust tax collector.  This religious leader thought he was more important to 

God because of his fancy prayers.  He looked down on sinful people.  Then Jesus used the prayer of the publican as an 

example of how to be humble. The publican would not even lift up his head.  He asked God to have mercy on him. 

Jesus wanted the people to understand that His love is not based on how good we look or act.  Therefore, we shouldn't 

look down on others or think too highly of ourselves.  God forgives those who are sorry and ask for forgiveness with a 

humble heart.  

 

P. O. Box 2398 
Cleveland, TN  37320-2398 

423-476-3337 

Zion Assembly Church of God – Sunday School Services 

sundayschoolservices@zionassemblychurchofgod.com 

Teacher Preparation 
Readings:  Luke 18:9-14 
 
Lesson Objective:  The student will learn that God wants us to have humble hearts. 
 
Materials:  Bible, balloons 
 
Memory Verse: “For every one that exalteth himself shall be abased; and he that humbleth himself 
shall be exalted” (Luke 18: 14b).  (“For everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, but he who humbles himself 

will be exalted.”  Amplified) 

 Ideas to Illuminate: 

1) Act out this story. Assign one child as the tax collector and one as 
the Pharisee. Then, read the story as narrator. Have the children mime the 
actions as you read the story. 

 2) Illustrate the story by using balloons. Pass out a deflated balloon 
to every child. Talk about how each balloon is pliable, easily moldable and very 
flexible. Have the children put the balloon in their pockets, under their feet and 
then stretch the balloon around their wrists. Now, allow the children to blow up 
their balloons. Tie them off.  Discuss how flexible the balloons are now. Will the 
balloons fit in your pocket or wrap around your wrists? Explain that a proud 
attitude is like the "puffed-up" balloon. God desires a humble attitude.  Caution: 
This activity requires adequate adult supervision.  Please be safe with 
balloons, especially around younger children! 

Questions for Class Discussion: 

1.  Was the publican or tax collector a sinner? 
2.  Why did God forgive him?   
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Theme: Parables of Jesus 

Lesson: The Two Sons 
Lesson Text: Matthew 21:28-32 

December 8, 2013 
Writer: Kari Snyder 

Lesson Summary 

Jesus tells the parable of the two sons. The story illustrates to us the difference between obedience and 
disobedience. The first son said he would not obey when his father asked him to work in the vineyard.  Later on, he 
felt bad for not obeying so he went and did what his father had asked.   The second son said he would obey, but then 
later, he did not.  Which son was obedient to his father?  Jesus used this story to explain how some people do wrong, 
but when they hear the truth, they repent to God and then begin to do right.  But others say that they are doing right, 
only to go and do wrong again.  In Jesus’ day, the Pharisees, who were religious leaders, thought they were so smart 
in the things of God, yet they did not recognize the truth in Jesus when they saw it with their own eyes.  They were not 
willing to obey God, and their actions proved it.  They rejected Jesus.  He spoke very clearly to the Pharisees.  He told 
them that they had seen the truth, but they simply would not believe.  Sometimes people are just stubborn.  They see 
and hear the truth about Jesus, but they are not willing to accept Jesus into their heart and change the way they live.  

P. O. Box 2398 
Cleveland, TN  37320-2398 

423-476-3337 

Zion Assembly Church of God – Sunday School Services 

sundayschoolservices@zionassemblychurchofgod.com 

Teacher Preparation 
Readings:  Matthew 21:28-32 
 
Lesson Objective:  The student will learn that Jesus wants us to be obedient. 
 
Materials:  Bible 
 
Memory Verse: "But be doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving your own selves"    

(James 1:22). 

 Ideas to Illuminate: 
 

1. Play games such as, Simon Says or Mother May I to see who 
listens and obeys.  

2. Play a game of charades.  Allow the students to take turns acting 
out ways that we obey Jesus such as, reading our bible, praying, 
or helping others.  The other children will guess the answer only by 
the actions and gestures. 

 

Questions for Class Discussion: 
1. Who should we obey? 
2. How can others know that we are Christians? 
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Theme: Christmas Story 

Lesson: The King Is Coming (part 1 of 2) 

Lesson Text: Isaiah 9:6-7 
December 15, 2013 
Writer: Kari Snyder 

Lesson Summary 

Long before Jesus was born, His coming was prophesied (foretold) about.  Isaiah, a prophet in the Old Testament, 
told about many things that would happen in the future.  Some of these things which He spoke about, particularly 
Jesus’ birth were fulfilled in the New Testament.   When Isaiah lived, Jesus had not been born; but because Isaiah 
was used of God, he was able to share the news of Jesus’ birth with others.  The people where waiting and watching 
for this child to come who would be wonderful, mighty, and a great King.  He would be the King of all Kings.   Isaiah 
also referred to Jesus as “Immanuel,” which means, “God with us.”  What a joy to know that God loved us so much 
that He would send His only Son to be with us.  It was more than 500 years after Isaiah lived that Jesus would be 
born.  We see in the New Testament where a woman named Mary was visited by an angel.  This angel told her that 
she was going to give birth to a son and His name would be called “Immanuel” (Matthew 1:23).  
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Teacher Preparation 
Readings:  Isaiah 7:14; 9:6-7, Matthew 1:23 
 
Lesson Objective:  The student will learn that prophets told of Jesus birth long before His great coming. 
 
Materials:  Bible, crayons, paper, and pencils. 
 
Memory Verse: “For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and the government shall be upon his shoulder: and 
his name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty God, The everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace” (Isaiah 9:6). 
(NASB is a good version for this Scripture also.) 
 
 

 Ideas to Illuminate: 
 
Fold several pieces of paper in half to make a booklet. Divide the booklet in 
two sections.  Label the first section for the Old Testament and the second 
for the New Testament.  On each section, have the children draw and write 
about things which were told in the Old Testament and then happened in 
the New Testament.  This will help them see His foretold birth. 

Questions for Class Discussion: 
1.  Was the Old Testament written before Jesus’ birth? 
2.  If you were told that Jesus would be a wonderful, mighty, King, then     
what would you expect him to look like?  How would you think He would 
come? 
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Theme: Christmas Story 

Lesson: The King is Coming (Part 2)  
Lesson Text: John 14:1-3 

December 22, 2013 
Writer: Kari Snyder 

Lesson Summary 

Last week, we read about an angel that came to a woman named Mary.  He told her that she was going to have a son. This child 
was the Son of God. The shepherds were told by the angel to go see him.  Later, three kings (Wise Men) followed a bright star to 
find baby Jesus.  They brought gifts and bowed down to worship Him.  As Isaiah had prophesied, this baby came into our world 
as a gift to us.  He is and was the greatest gift anyone could ever receive.  This gift came to teach us about His Father (God), and 
to give us eternal life.  He did great miracles while He was here on Earth, but many did not believe that He was the Messiah.  
Since they did not believe who He was, they killed Him.  His death had also been prophesied.  After being buried for three days, 
Jesus arose from the grave.  He met with His disciples and told them that He had to go back to His Father in Heaven.  He 
promised that He would prepare a place for us and that He would come back to get us, so that we could live there with Him 
forever.  Today, we celebrate Christmas because Jesus was born as a gift to us.  Just like those that waited for Him to come the 
first time, we are waiting for Him to come again. 

 

 

P. O. Box 2398 
Cleveland, TN  37320-2398 

423-476-3337 

Zion Assembly Church of God – Sunday School Services 

sundayschoolservices@zionassemblychurchofgod.com 

Teacher Preparation 

Readings:  Matthew 1:18-25, 2:1-11; Luke 1:30-33, 2:8-20; John 14: 1-3 
 
Lesson Objective:  The student will learn that Jesus came (Christmas) and He will return for us.  
 
Materials:  Bible, M&M’s  
 
Memory Verse: “For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and the government shall be upon 
his shoulder: and his name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty God, The everlasting 

Father, The Prince of Peace” (Isaiah 9:6). 

 Ideas to Illuminate: 
 The M&M Christmas Story (Give each child an M&M candy to hold 

in his hand as you read this poem aloud.)  
 “As you hold this candy in your hand, and turn it, you will see; The M 

becomes a W, an E, and then a 3.  They tell the Christmas Story, it's one I'm 
sure you know.  It took place in a stable a long, long time ago.  The E is for the 
East where the star shone O so bright.  The M is for the Manger where the 
baby Jesus slept that night.  The 3 is for the wise men bearing gifts, they say 
they came.  W is for worship, hallelujah praise to His name.  So as you eat 
these candies or share them with a friend, remember the Spirit of Christmas, 
and never let it end.” - Adapted from poem written by Pam Ridenour   

(Give each child a small bag of M&M’s to enjoy.) 

Questions for Class Discussion: 

1. Why do we celebrate Christmas? 
2. What is the greatest gift that we could ever receive? 
3. What is this place that Jesus is preparing for us?  

 



In today's Gospel lesson Jesus tells a story about a man who owns a vineyard (which is a kind of farm where 

grapes are grown). Instead of working there himself, he lets some people live there and help take care of it for 

him. But when it comes time for the harvest they treat the man very poorly - and try to keep the food without 

giving any back! Isn't that awful? 

 

 Jesus tells us this story to help us to understand that - like the man in the story - God has trusted us with 

something special...his kingdom here on Earth. Of course God doesn't expect us to give him grapes (like the 

people in the story). Instead he is looking for us to "give back" to him the important things we do with our 

lives...our loving, our sharing and helping.  z 

Theme: Parables of Jesus 
Lesson: Receive the Son 

Lesson Text: Luke 20:9-16 
December 29, 2013 
Writer: Kari Snyder 

Lesson Summary 

Jesus told a story about a man who owned a vineyard.  A vineyard is a large garden where grapes are grown and harvested. 
Instead of working in the vineyard himself, the owner hired some men to live there and take care of it for him.  When it came 
time for the harvest, the owner sent a servant for the fruit, but the workers treated him very badly.  They beat him and sent him 
away.  He sent a second servant, and even a third, but the wicked men also beat them and refused to give the fruit to the owner 
of the vineyard.  Finally, the owner, the lord of the vineyard, decided to send his own son whom he loved dearly.  He thought 
the workers would respect and receive his son when he came for the harvest.  But these wicked men rejected his son and 
decided to kill him and take the vineyard for themselves.  When this happened, the lord of the vineyard came and destroyed 
these wicked men, and then he gave his vineyard to others who would serve him faithfully.  This is what happened to Jesus 
when he came into this world.  God sent his only begotten Son into the world to bring salvation to all who would receive him as 
Lord and Savior.  Sadly, most of his own people (the Jewish people) rejected him and did not receive him.  Although they refused 
to believe in Jesus, many others from nations all around the world have received Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior. 

 

Teacher Preparation 
Readings:  Matthew 21:33-46; Mark 12:1-12; Luke 20:9-19 
 
Lesson Objective: The student will learn that he should receive Jesus Christ as his Lord and Savior. 
 
Materials:  Bible, paper, crayons and paper 
 
Memory Verse: “The said the lord of the vineyard, What shall I do?  I will send my beloved son: it 

may be they will reverence him when they see him” (Lu. 20:13). 

 Ideas to Illuminate: 
 

Have the kids create/write a song explaining the story of today’s 
lesson. Pick an easy tune for them to write to. Nursery songs are 
sometimes easy to put lyrics to.  

 

Questions for Class Discussion: 
1. Why did the lord send servants to the vineyard? 
2. What happened when he sent them? 
3. Who did he finally send to get the fruit of the harvest? 
4. What did they do to his son? 
5. What should they have done when his son came to the vineyard? 
6. Have you received Jesus, God’s Son, as your Lord and Savior? 
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