
 

 
Theme: The Parables of Jesus 

Lesson: Signs of Christ’s Coming 
Lesson Text: Mt. 24:32, Mk. 13:28, Lu. 21:29-30 

January 5, 2014 

Writer: Kara Spicer 

Lesson Summary 

Jesus continued to teach His disciples about spiritual things with parables.  In the Bible, parables are stories about familiar things 
in everyday life, but they teach us something important about God.  In this set of Scriptures, Jesus was trying to help His disciples 
understand that He will come one day and we who are true Christians must watch and be ready at all times.  Just as they could 
see signs of summer by looking at the fig tree, Jesus wanted them to understand that they could also watch the spiritual signs that 
will tell when His coming is drawing near.  We can look at the signs around us to see the seasons are changing.  It might be the 
color of the leaves (if you live where four seasons are seen) or it could be differences in the temperature outside.  In the spring and 
summer we know that plants bud and grow, while during the fall and winter we have a time where things look dead.  Some areas 
might experience heavy rains or even drought during the different seasons.  In the same way we recognize the signs of changing 
seasons, Jesus wanted His disciples to understand how important it was to watch for the spiritual signs that point to His coming.  
He wants us to be ready and to always live as if He is coming today!  Jesus loved His disciples and wanted them to be prepared 

for His coming.  He loves us and has given us His word to help us be ready when He comes. 
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Teacher Preparation 
Readings:  Mt. 24:32-44, Mark 13:28-37, Luke 21:29-36 
 
Lesson Objective:  The student will learn that Jesus will come again and we must be ready. 
 
Materials:  Poster board and markers 
 
Memory Verse: “And what I say unto you I say unto all, Watch” (Mark 13:37).  

 

 Ideas to Illuminate: 
 
Illustration: Divide the poster board into sections based on the 
number of seasons in your area.  Separate the children into 
teams.  Each team should draw or list characteristics of a season.  
Allow each team to share with the whole class.  

Questions for Class Discussion: 

14. Why did Jesus tell the disciples to look at the fig tree? 
15. What was the purpose of the fig tree parable? 
16. How do we watch for the signs of Christ’s coming?  What are they? 
17. What are we to do to be ready for His coming? 

 



 

 
Theme: The Parables of Jesus 

Lesson: Signs of Christ’s Coming 
Lesson Text: Mt. 24:43, Lu. 12:39 

January 12, 2014 
Writer: Kara Spicer 

 

Lesson Summary 

Jesus continues to explain about His coming through the parable of the homeowner and the thief.  He explains to the 
disciples that just as a homeowner would wait up ready to keep the thief from breaking into the home, we must be 
watchful at all times for His coming.  The Bible tells us in Matthew 24:36, “But of that day and hour knoweth no man, 
no, not the angels of heaven, but my Father only.”  Christ wanted His disciples to understand that we do no know the 
exact time of His coming, but we have to be ready all the time.  He wanted Christians to understand the importance of 
living a holy life through and in Christ.  We cannot afford to do wrong or sinful things because we never know when He 
might come to take us home to heaven.  Jesus wanted us to understand that His coming could happen at any time of 
day or night.  We have to guard our hearts against the tricks of the devil, just as we have to guard our physical homes 
from thieves and robbers.  Jesus compares Satan to a thief in John 10:10 and says the thief comes “to steal, and to 
kill, and to destroy.”  Therefore, it is important that we are always aware of the tricks of the devil.  We are able to 
guard and watch for His coming by reading and studying His word and praying each day.  Jesus knew when He 
shared this parable the disciples would have to be watchful and guard against the enemy.   
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Teacher Preparation 
Readings:  Mt. 24:32-44, Lu. 12:35-40 
 
Lesson Objective:  The student will learn that Jesus will come again and we must be ready. 
 
Materials:  Costumes or masks, a handkerchief  
 
Memory Verse: “And what I say unto you I say unto all, Watch” (Mark 13:37).  

 

 Ideas to Illuminate: 
 
Illustration: Allow the students to take turns dressing up as the thief and the 
homeowner, acting out the parable as you share the Scriptures.  You could 
allow the “thief” to try to steal something from the other students as they 
watch.  Then use the handkerchief to blindfold the “homeowner.”  See what 
happens when the homeowner cannot watch for the thief. 

Questions for Class Discussion: 
10. What happened when the homeowner could see the thief? 
11. What happened when the blindfold was on the homeowner? 
12. Who is the thief?  What is he trying to steal? 
13. Why do you think Jesus used the parable of the homeowner and 

the thief to teach about His coming? 

 



 

 
Theme: The Parables of Jesus 

Lesson: Be Alert for Christ’s Coming 
Lesson Text: Mark 13:34 

January 19, 2014 
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Lesson Summary 

In this parable, Jesus continues to help us understand His coming.  He says that He is like a man taking a long 
journey and leaving his home in the care of servants.  He tells them to work while he is gone and to watch for his 
coming, but does not tell them when this will be.  He says the servants will not know the time of their master’s return, 
and that it could be in the morning, the middle of the day, or late at night.  However, he directs them to watch always 
and be ready.  This is what Christ has called us to do while He is in heaven preparing our home.  He directs us to 
work for Him by sharing the Good News or Gospel with our friends, family, and even the whole world.  While we are 
working for Him, we are to be watching for Him.  He could come at any time, so we must always be ready in our 
hearts.  Jesus wants His disciples to understand that He is our Master and we are His servants.  We learn how to be 
good servants by reading and studying the Bible.  The Bible gives us directions on how to live and work until Jesus 
comes.  But serving the Lord is more than learning.  We should do what the Bible teaches us to do.  God wants us to 
be faithful servants willing to work for Him while He is gone.  Our reward will come when He returns to take us to 
heaven to live with Him forever.  Jesus used these stories to explain His coming.  The parables were His way of 
explaining what will become a reality one day.  He will come to take His faithful servants to heaven to live with Him.  
So we must work and watch!   
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Teacher Preparation 
Readings:  Mark 13:32-37 
 
Lesson Objective:  The student will learn that Jesus will come again and we must be ready. 
 
Materials:  Paper, tape, crayons or markers  
 
Memory Verse: “And what I say unto you I say unto all, Watch” (Mark 13:37).  

 

 Ideas to Illuminate: 
 
Illustration: Give each student a sheet of paper.  Have them decorate it with 
words or scenes from the last three lessons about watching for Jesus.  
Allow the students to roll the paper to make binoculars or a telescope.  
Have them recite the memory verse while looking through their binoculars 
or telescope. 

Questions for Class Discussion: 
6. In this parable, where did the master go? 
7. What were the servants to do while he was gone? 
8. Who is the master?  Who are the servants? 
9. What is our job while waiting and watching for Jesus to come? 

 



 Theme: The Parables of Jesus 
Lesson: Jesus Is Coming 

Lesson Text: Mt. 24:45-51, Lu. 12:42-46 
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Lesson Summary 

This parable is about the faithful steward or servant.  Jesus says that while the master is gone the faithful steward 
continues to do the things that the master has commanded.  He says the master who comes and finds the servant 
doing those things he commanded will be rewarded.  However, Jesus also explains that if the servant decides to be 
disobedient to the master by not doing what he commanded, then he will be punished.  In this parable, Jesus is letting 
the disciples know that we must not only watch, but also we must be doing the right things when He comes again.  
Those who disobey Him will not receive the reward of heaven but will face the eternal punishment described in this 
parable.  It is important that we are like the faithful servant and that we do not grow tired of looking for Christ’s coming.  
We must realize that He will return for us and take us home to live with Him some day.  His coming is real, and we 
must not doubt that it will happen.  As we work for Him and serve Him in His church, we are being the faithful steward 
or servant.  He has called each of us to do something for Him.  He has given each of us talents to use in His church.  
So we must be faithful by using our talents for Him.  If we are faithful, Jesus will someday say to us, “Well done, thou 
good and faithful servant” (Mt. 25:21). 
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Teacher Preparation 
Readings:  Matthew 24:36-51, Luke 12:42-48 
 
Lesson Objective:  The student will learn that Jesus will come again and we must be ready. 
 
Materials:  Awards (stickers, gold stars, ribbons, or medals)  
 
Memory Verse: “And what I say unto you I say unto all, Watch” (Mark 13:37).  

 

 Ideas to Illuminate: 
Illustration: Make up several tasks or chores for the students to do.  

Tell them that you will be gone for a short period of time, but when you 
return you will reward those who completed the tasks.  You should never 
truly leave the children unattended, so turn your back to them where you 
cannot see what they are doing.  Then after a brief time, turn back around 
quickly to catch them in their actions.  Reward them for being faithful. 

Questions for Class Discussion: 
1. What was your task?  Did you complete it? 
2. Did you know when I was going to return? 
3. Did the servants know when the master was going to come? 
4. What was the faithful servant given?  What happens if the servant 

is not faithful? 
5. How does this apply to us? 

 


