
 

Theme: Bible Heroes 
Lesson: Esther 

Lesson Text: Esther 2:1-17 
January 6, 2013 

Lesson Summary 

King Ahasuerus was a very powerful man that ruled a large kingdom.  The king invited lots of people to a banquet at 
his palace in Shushan. On the seventh day, the King told the servants to go get his wife, Queen Vashti, to show the 
princes and people and the banquet how beautiful she was.  However, Queen Vashti refused to come and the King 
was very angry.  The King then said that Queen Vashti would be no more according to the law, and someone else 
would become queen.  King Ahasuerus sent out men to find the most beautiful women in the kingdom to come to the 
palace, and he would then choose a new queen.  Mordecai was a Jew that worked in the king’s palace, and he had a 
young girl named Hadassah.  Hadassah was his uncle’s daughter, but Mordecai was raising her.  Hadassah was a 
Jewish name and Mordecai knew if she was taken to the palace, she would need to have another name.  He called 
her Esther, and told her not to tell anyone she was a Jew.  Esther was chosen to go to the palace and found favor in 
the sight of the king’s servant.  The King met all the women, but Esther pleased him and was chosen to be Queen.   
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Teacher Preparation 
Readings: Esther 1-2:17;  1 Peter 2:9  
 
Lesson Objective:  The student will learn that a He brew girl named Esther was chosen by God to 
fulfill a great mission, and that God continues to call us today to fulfill His mission.  
 
Materials:  Aluminum Foil, Construction paper, Mark ers 
 
Memory Verse: “But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood , an holy nation, a peculiar people; that ye should  
shew forth the praises of him who hath called you o ut of darkness into his marvellous light” (1 Peter 2:9). 

 Ideas to Illuminate: 
 
1.  Make crowns by cutting construction paper into strips and stapling or 
taping to fit each child’s head.  Let the children decorate with markers or 
aluminum foil.  Remind each of them that just as the King chose Esther to 
be Queen, God has chosen us to be his ‘royal priesthood’.  Students can 
also wear the crowns to act out the memory verse or play a game of “The 
King/Queen Says”.  This is the old game “Simon Says” with a different 
name.  
Questions for Class Discussion: 

1. Why did the King become upset with Queen Vashti? 
2. Why was Esther different from the other women? Where did she 

come from? 
3. Esther was chosen for a specific purpose that we will learn about 

later.  Does God choose us? What  is our purpose? 



 

Theme: Bible Heroes 
Lesson: Esther 

Lesson Text: Esther 2:21-3:15 
January 13, 2013 

Lesson Summary 

Queen Esther and her people (the Jews) were in grave danger.  The King loved Esther, but he did not know that she 
was a Jew.  There was a plot to kill the King! Mordecai warned Esther and the men were caught.  However, the King 
thought a man named Haman had discovered this, and he rewarded him by giving him great power of those in his 
kingdom.  Haman was an evil man that secretly hated the Jews.  When he discovered Mordecai was a Jew and that 
Mordecai refused to bow before him; he was very angry!  He went to the King and told him the Jewish people living in 
his kingdom did not follow his laws and requested a decree to kill all the Jews.  The King gave Haman his ring and 
told him to do what he wanted.  The Jews were to be killed, not because they had done anything wrong, but because 
of their faith in the one true God.  Haman had lied to the King and deceived him. However, God had a plan.  
Remember Esther was chosen for a purpose and now God would call her to stand for Him.  Today, many people are 
still persecuted by evil men because of their faith in God.   God still calsl us to stand for Him, and He has a plan! 
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Teacher Preparation 
Readings:  Esther 2:21-3:15; Matthew 5:11; Matthew 10:22 
 
Lesson Objective:  The student will learn how Esthe r and her people (the Jews) were in grave 
danger because of their faith in God; just as many Christians do today. 
 
Materials:  Large sheet of construction paper or po ster board, markers/crayons 
 
Memory Verse: “And ye shall be hated of all men for  my name’s sake: but he that endureth to the 
end shall be saved.” (Matthew 10:22 ). 

 Ideas to Illuminate: 
 
1.  Have students to brainstorm with you to name other Bible characters 
who were persecuted for their faith.  Then divide your students into groups 
of 4-6 and have them choose one of the characters.  Have them search the 
scripture (with your help as needed) and list facts about that character.  Let 
them draw a picture of the character and list important facts to share with 
the class.  (If you have younger children, you could provide the characters 
and reference scriptures). 
 

Questions for Class Discussion: 
1. What does it mean to be persecuted? 
2. Do we ever suffer because people know we are Christians?  

Explain. 
3. How does the Bible say to treat those who persecute us?  Why? 



 

Theme: Bible Heroes 
Lesson: Esther 

Lesson Text: Esther 4 
January 20, 2013 

Lesson Summary 

Haman’s decree has gone out and Mordecai and Esther have learned what is to happen.  They know they must seek 
God to save His people.  The Jews join together and declare a fast to call upon Jehovah, however His answer asks 
Esther to be very brave.  Queen Esther must go before the King and break the law.  The law stated that no one could 
enter into the inner court of the King unless he had sent for them.  The penalty for breaking the law was death, unless 
the King extended his golden sceptre to pardon them.  Queen Esther was afraid, but she knew God was asking her to 
be brave and trust Him.  Queen Esther dressed in her royal clothing and went to the court.  The words of Mordecai 
were, no doubt, echoing in her mind, “and who knoweth whether thou art come to the kingdom for such a time as 
this?” (Esther 4:14)  The King saw Esther standing in the court and she found “favour in his sight:” (5:2) He stretched 
out his golden sceptre and asked Esther “what is thy request?” (v. 3) God was with Esther when he asked her to stand 
for Him, and he will be with us, too.  Remember our strength comes from Him alone.   
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Teacher Preparation 
Readings:  Esther 4-5:3; Ephesians 6:10; 2 Timothy 2:1 
 
Lesson Objective:  The student will learn God somet imes asks us to be brave, strong, and 
courageous in Him as we face the enemy.  
 
Materials:  Yarn or rope, index cards, pencils/pens /markers, glue or tape 
 
Memory Verse: “Finally, my brethren, be strong in t he Lord, and in the power of his might.” 
(Ephesians 6:10 ). 

 Ideas to Illuminate: 
 Cut enough pieces of yarn or small rope for each student.  The 

length should be about 1 ft.  Have the students take an index card or piece 
of paper and write the memory verse on it.  Then give each student their 
piece or rope/yarn and tell them to let the rope or yarn stand alone.  Let 
them try several times.  Then ask them if it worked.  Discuss the fact that 
we can’t stand in our own strength, it is like the rope or yard.  Now ask the 
students to hold their piece of rope/yarn up with their hand.  That is what 
God does for us.  He help us be strong in his might, not our own.  Let the 
students glue or tape the rope/string to their memory verse cards as a 
reminder. 

Questions for Class Discussion: 
1. What does it mean to be brave? 
2. Can you be afraid and still be brave? 
3. What does it mean to be strong in the Lord? 



 

Theme: Bible Heroes 
Lesson: Esther 

Lesson Text: Esther 5:4-5;7-8 
January 27, 2013 

Lesson Summary 

Esther’s request was that the King and Haman attend a banquet she would prepare.  The King granted the request 
and Haman was very pleased to be included.  When they arrived at the banquet and had feasted, on the second day, 
the King asked Esther again what she wanted.  She answered by saying, “if I have found favour in thy sight, O king, 
and if it please the king, let my life be given me at my petition, and my people at my request:” (7:3) Esther went on to 
tell the story of how the Isrealites (Jews) had been sold as slaves and treated poorly at the at hand of an evil man.  
She then revealed to the King that Haman was that man.  The King ordered Haman to be killed after he learned of his 
lies and deception.  He soon learned that Mordecai was the one to save his life and granted Mordecai Haman’s 
position.  The Jews were saved!  Queen Esther was God’s chosen vessel that stood for Him in the face of danger.  
She was strong in the Lord and saw God deliver her and His people.  We can be like Queen Esther if we understand 
God is our strength and our deliverer.  All we have to do is accept His call to be brave and strong for Him!  
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Teacher Preparation 
Readings:  Esther 5:4-5; 7-8 
 
Lesson Objective:  The student will learn God is fa ithful to deliver His chosen people. 
 
Materials:  Smooth Rocks or Stones or construction paper cut into the shape of a rock, 
paint/crayons 
 
Memory Verse: “And he said, The Lord is my rock, my  fortress, and my deliverer;” (2 Samuel 22:2).  

 Ideas to Illuminate: 
 
1.  Discuss with students how God is like a rock.  What are the 
characteristics of a rock?  Have students paint or color a rock with images 
that will remind them of the memory verse.  Ask them to say the verse as 
they hold their rock.  If you use paper cut into the shape of a rock, students 
can write the verse on the paper. 
 

Questions for Class Discussion: 
1. How did God use Esther to deliver His people? 
2. Does God use people today?  How? 
3. What does God want to deliver people from in today’s world? 

 
 


