
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Introduction  
Today’s lesson raises an essential question: “What is the message of the church?”  The answer is simple.  
Foundationally, our message is Christ.  The apostle Paul declared, “For I determined not to know any thing 
among you, save Jesus Christ, and him crucified” (1 Co. 2:2).  Indeed, he is our message.  He is the focal point 
of our salvation.  Although Paul emphasized Christ as the central message of the church, we nevertheless preach 
Christ and the church.  In this lesson, we will see that our message centers on the relationship between Christ 
and his church. 
 
Key Verse 
“This is a great mystery: but I speak concerning Christ and the church” (Ep. 5:32). 
 
Lesson Summary 
Can we rightly preach “the church” without preaching Christ?  Of course not!  We can become so preoccupied 
with the doctrine of the church that we lose sight of the centrality of Jesus Christ, the head of the church (Col. 
1:17-19).  But doing this actually distorts and weakens the message of the church (v. 17).  To proclaim the 
doctrine of the church without proclaiming Christ destroys the very life and vitality of the church (vv. 18-19).  
As the head, Christ necessarily has the preeminence.  Without his fullness, we cannot be fulfilled (v. 19).  
Without him, we have no salvation (Ep. 5:23).  Without Christ’s fullness, we cannot be perfected.  Without him, 
the church has no authority (Ep. 1:19-22).  Without Christ, we lack what we need to properly function as his 
body (Col. 2:19; Ep. 4:15-16).  On the flip side, can we preach Christ completely without preaching the church?  
Again, the answer is no.  Why not?  The apostle Paul explained that the body, the church, is the fullness and 
fulfillment of Christ (Ep. 1:23).  God’s presence inhabits the whole creation, but by his Spirit he dwells most 
fully and completely in the church through Christ.  What else could contain the fullness of his glory, but “the 
church of God, which he hath purchased with his own blood” (Ac. 20:28)?  When Paul explained the right 
relationship of husbands to their wives, he instructed husbands to love their wives after the pattern of Christ and 
the church.  Christ “loved the church, and gave himself for it” (Ep. 5:25).  Therefore, the church, the body of 
Christ, is the primary object of Christ’s great love.  In other words, when he died for sinners, he died to 
purchase a church (a bride) for himself.  Thus, the focus of Christ’s mission in the world finds an ultimate 
fullness and completion in the church.  Certainly, he is establishing the rule and reign of his kingdom, but he 
accomplishes that goal in fullness through building his church (Mt. 16:18; Ac. 2:47; Ep. 2:19-22).  Until Christ 
comes again, he will continue to build his church, and she will continue to become all he desires her to be. 
 
Scripture Study 
The church without Christ? – Col. 1:17-19; Ep. 5:23; 1:19-22; Col. 2:19; Ep. 4:15-16 
Christ without the church? – Ep. 1:23; Ac. 20:28; Ep. 5:25; Mt. 16:18; Ac. 2:47; Ep. 2:19-22 
 
Conclusion 
To preach the church without Christ is no message at all; and to preach Christ without the church is only half of 
the message.  Our message in Zion Assembly Church of God centers on the relationship between Christ and his 
church.  We are dedicated to proclaiming this truth to the whole world. 
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Introduction  
In the Gospel of John chapter seventeen, Jesus prayed to the Father, saying, “And now I am no more in the world, 
but these are in the world, and I come to thee.  Holy Father, keep through thine own name those whom thou hast 
given me, that they may be one, as we are” (Jn. 17:11).  The will of God in Christ is unmistakably clear: “that they 
may be one, as we are.”  The Father, Son, and Holy Ghost are one.  God’s will is for the union of all who believe in 
Jesus Christ.  This perfect union will come through obedience to his Word, which we will discuss in another lesson.  
In this lesson we simply want to establish God’s desire for the outward and inward unity of his people. 
 
Key Verse 
“Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together in unity” (Ps. 133:1)! 
 
Lesson Summary 
The principle of Christian unity is explicit in the Scriptures.  Through his precious blood, Christ provided the basis for the 
unity of all believers (Ep. 2:13-18).  Thus, God’s church is a church for all nations, races, and peoples.  Jesus explicitly 
stated the principle of oneness when he said, “And other sheep I have, which are not of this fold: them also I must bring, 
and they shall hear my voice; and there shall be one fold, and one shepherd” (Jn. 10:16).  All true believers, those who 
walk in the Spirit of God, have spiritual unity in Christ.  They are all citizens of the same kingdom.  Therefore, the church 
should never violate the unity for which Christ died, but should seek “to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.”  
But there is also an outward and corporate union that God desires for his people.  There is but “one body, and one Spirit, 
even as ye are called in the one hope of your calling; one Lord, one faith, one baptism, One God and Father of all, who is 
above all, and through all, and in you all” (Ep. 4:3-6).  In fact, his sheep will hear his voice and follow him.  Where is 
Christ leading his sheep?  He is leading them into one fold, into one church.  In fact, “the mystery of his will” is that God 
will “gather together in one all things in Christ” (Ep. 1:8-11).  Oneness in Christ is essential to the vision and purpose of 
Zion Assembly Church of God.  Therefore, we take the Scriptures seriously, calling us to love one another, to prefer one 
another, and to submit one to another (Ro. 12:10; Ep. 5:21).  In addition to spiritual unity, Christ has called us to unity in 
the truth.  In John chapter seventeen, Jesus’ prayer for the unity of all believers hinges on believers being sanctified 
through the Word of truth (Jn. 17:17-23).  Otherwise, they cannot come into the unity for which Christ prayed (1 Co. 
1:10-13; 3:3).  Full unity comes through believing and submitting to God’s truth.  His truth unites.  True unity is indeed 
unity in the truth.  Furthermore, Christ’s truth is not divided because Christ himself is not divided (1 Co. 1:13).  Yet today, 
Christianity is filled with division and disunity.  Nevertheless Christ prayed “that they all may be one; as thou, Father, art 
in me, and I in thee, that they also may be one in us: that the world may believe that thou hast sent me” (Jn. 17:21).  While 
we are committed to spiritual unity in Christ, we also know that complete and practical unity is only possible through 
uniting in the truth (Ac. 2:40-47).  For this reason, Zion Assembly is dedicated to preaching and teaching “all the counsel 
of God” (Ac. 20:27).  When we come together in the Spirit and in the truth, we experience a greater and fuller unity in 
Christ (Ps. 133:1-3; Ep. 4:13-16). 
 
Scripture Study 
Unity in the Spirit – Jn. 10:16; Jn. 17:11; Ep. 2:13-18; Ep. 4:3-6; Ep. 1:8-11 
Unity in the truth – Jn. 17:17-23; 1 Co. 1:10-13; Ac. 2:40-47 
 
Conclusion 
Until he comes again, Christ is building his church, and the church is becoming all that Christ desires her to be.  
God’s will through the ministry of the church is to unite all believers in the Spirit and truth in Christ Jesus.  Zion 
Assembly Church of God is committed to this principle and vision of oneness in Christ. 
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Introduction  
The Scriptures speak of God’s church in terms of being perfected and made glorious (Ep. 4:13; 5:27).  “Perfect” 
means “arriving at the ultimate goal.”  Perfection also has to do with reaching one’s fullness in Christ, becoming all 
that God would have one to become.  It indicates “full maturity.”  Glorious, as it is used here, is closely aligned to 
perfect.  Glorious refers to the state of the church when it reaches its perfection.  When perfected by Christ, the glory 
of God will be fully manifested in the church.  She will bring honor and praise to Christ at his coming, and he will to 
her. 
 
Key Verse 
“That he might present it to himself a glorious church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing; but that it 
should be holy and without blemish” (Ep. 5:27). 
 
Lesson Summary 
Perfection is Christ’s goal for the church.  The Bible speaks of the perfecting of the church, individually and 
corporately (Ep. 4:13-15; Col. 1:28; He. 6:1-3).  While spiritual perfection is an individual goal (Col. 1:28), the 
apostle Paul also wrote in corporate terms (Ep. 4:13-14).  He means corporate perfection because he refers to Christ 
as the head of the church, and then speaks in terms of the “whole body” being connected to him (Ep. 4:15-16).  
Moreover, the Scriptures teach perfection as a futuristic accomplishment for the church, something yet to be attained 
(Ep. 4:13; He. 6:1).  Even when speaking of himself, Paul was anticipating his own perfection or completion in 
Christ (Ph. 3:12).  The mature (“perfect”) Christian is always striving for a greater perfection and completion in 
Christ (Ph. 3:14-15).  As long as we live in these mortal bodies, we should ever strive to be more and more like 
Jesus.  Hence, perfection is both a qualitative and quantitative pursuit: qualitative in that we should always and 
earnestly desire God’s perfections (Mt. 5:48); and quantitative in that we are ever seeking to add members to the 
body to be perfected (Jn. 10:16).  Clearly, there will be no perfection until all of the sheep are brought into the fold.  
Certainly, the church corporately will never reach perfection without the individual perfecting of its members.  The 
glory of the church will be fully manifested in its perfected state.  Christ will come for a glorious church because 
“his wife hath made herself ready” (Re. 19:7).  The church will be made ready or prepared for Christ’s coming 
through “the washing of water by the word” (Ep. 5:26; 2 Ti. 3:16-17).  It will be a glorious church at his coming 
because the Lord will glorify his house by his own Word (Is. 60:7).  The church of God will be a glorious church 
because Christ already has put his glory within the church (Jn. 17:22-23).  In other words, he has already given to the 
church what it needs to be a perfect and glorious house (that is, the glory of the Holy Spirit).  He will come for a 
church made glorious in holiness by his Word and Spirit (Ep. 5:26-27; 2 Pe. 3:14; Ro. 8:29-30).  Christ will bring his 
church to its spiritual fulfillment and ultimate completion:  a glorious and perfect church. 
 
Scripture Study 
A perfected church – Mt. 5:48; Ep. 4:13-16; Ph. 3:12, 14-15; Col. 1:28; He. 6:1-3 
A church glorious in holiness – Is. 60:7; Jn. 17:22-23; Ep. 5:26-27; 2 Ti. 3:16-17; 2 Pe. 3:14; Ro. 8:29-30 
 
Conclusion 
Sometimes we look at the church and see one which is anything but perfect and glorious.  Nevertheless, when the 
apostle Paul wrote about the church, he was anticipating that which was yet to come.  He was explaining God’s 
ultimate will for the church.  We should remember that our present conditions never alter the final outcome which 
God’s Word destines for the church.  She will be perfect and glorious in Christ at his coming. 
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Introduction  
Ultimately, God will bring his church to perfection and completion in Christ.  The church will be a glorious 
house.  Why will the Lord accomplish this in his church?  He will do this in order to receive her to himself into 
everlasting peace and joy (Ep. 5:27; 1 Th. 4:17).  His bride will be adorned in righteousness and holiness (Re. 
19:7-9).  The church will experience the rapture: being “caught up” together with all of the saints to the 
Marriage Supper of the Lamb. 
 
Key Verse 
“Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in 
the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord” (1 Th. 4:17).  
 
Lesson Summary 
At the time of the rapture when Jesus comes again, the dead in Christ will experience the resurrection of life (Jn. 
5:28-29).  We get a glimpse of this miraculous event in Ezekiel’s vision of the valley of dry bones (Ez. 37:5-6, 12).  
In his vision, Ezekiel witnessed a foreshadowing of the power of the resurrection.  The apostle Paul explained how 
the miracle of the resurrection will occur.  The dead in Christ will be raised by the Spirit who indwells every born 
again believer (Ro. 8:11).  In the same way the Holy Spirit raised Christ from the dead, he will “quicken” the dead in 
Christ when Jesus comes.  Clearly, the rapture of the church is prefaced by an orderly sequence of events (1 Th. 
4:16).  First of all, the Lord will descend personally.  Jesus emphatically declared that he will be the one to come 
again and receive us to him (Jn. 14:3).  However, this descent is not Christ’s return to the earth.  In fact, when he 
descends, the church and the saints will rise to meet him in the air (1 Th. 4:17).  At the time of the rapture, Christ’s 
coming will deliver the saints from God’s wrath (1 Th. 5:1-11).  When later he returns to rule and reign on the earth, 
he will come with the raptured saints to execute judgment (Jude 14-15).  Christ’s descent will be accompanied with a 
shout, the voice of the archangel, and the trump of God.  The rapture of the church will be a magnificent event, a 
prelude to the Second Coming of the Lord.  Moreover, the dead in Christ will be raised incorruptible (1 Th. 4:14-16; 
1 Co. 15:52).  And finally, the living saints will experience the rapture (1 Th. 4:17).  In the rapture, the living saints 
are changed (1 Co. 15:51; Mt. 17:1-2).  This will happen instantaneously (1 Co. 15:52).  Mortal man must “put on 
immortality” (v. 53).  The living saints will exchange their vile bodies for a glorious body (Ph. 3:21; 1 Jn. 3:2).  In 
addition to being changed, the saints will be “caught up together with” the resurrected saints (1 Th. 4:17).  The word 
“rapture” originates in the Latin language.  It describes the dynamic experience of being “caught up.”  The rapture is 
illustrated in the teachings of Christ when Jesus explained how “one shall be taken, and the other left” (Mt. 24:40-
41).  Again, he taught this same idea in the parable of the ten virgins in Matthew 25.  The five wise virgins went with 
the bridegroom into the marriage (or marriage feast), but the door was shut to the foolish and unprepared virgins (vv. 
10-13). 
 
Scripture Study 
The dead in Christ are raised – Jn. 5:28-29; 14:3; Ez. 37:5-6, 12; Ro. 8:11; 1 Th. 4:14-16; Jude 14-15 
Changed and caught up – 1 Co. 15:51-53; 1 Th. 4:17-18; Ph. 3:21; 1 Jn. 3:2; Mt. 24:36-44; 25:10-13 
 
Conclusion 
The first resurrection will be a glorious time, when the church is both raptured and enraptured by the Holy 
Spirit.  The dead in Christ will be raised first, and then the living saints will be changed and caught up. 
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Introduction  
In Zion Assembly Church of God, we have a vision for the unity of all believers.  Also, we have a mission of reaching the 
world with the full gospel of Christ.  Bringing these two goals together, Zion Assembly serves to fulfill the Biblical call 
for Christian unity through proclaiming the full gospel among the nations.  We therefore have a missionary vision and a 
visionary mission. 

 

Key Verse 
“And the gospel must first be published among all nations” (Mk. 13:10). 
 

Lesson Summary 
Zion Assembly has a missionary vision.  Christ has called and commissioned the church to be his witness “unto the 
uttermost part of the earth” (Ac. 1:8).  Certainly, this includes proclaiming the person and work of Jesus Christ as Lord 
and Savior; but we must also teach the “all things whatsoever I have commanded you” message (Mt. 28:20).  In Zion 
Assembly, we are obeying this call and are declaring the full gospel throughout the world (Mk. 16:15).  In fact, Jesus 
stated that the proclamation of the full gospel to the whole world would be precursory to his coming (Mk. 13:10; Mt. 
24:14).  This goal of fulfilling our global mission propels the church forward.  We are ever advancing toward the end and 
fulfillment of our missionary purpose.  The gospel of the kingdom will be published by the church to the ends of the earth, 
but not without adversity.  The church is proclaiming the good news of Christ in a time of great deception (Mk. 13:5-6), in 
a context of world conflict (vv. 7-8), in the face of persecution (vv. 9, 11), and in the midst of hatred and opposition (vv. 
12-13).  For these reasons, keeping our vision and focus on God’s purpose in and through the church is necessary in order 
to stay on task in our mission.  Zion Assembly has a visionary mission.  We are publishing the gospel of Christ with an 
ultimate purpose in mind – the unity of God’s people.  We are preaching and teaching the truth “till we all come in the 
unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God” (Ep. 4:13).  The unity of the faith of which the apostle Paul 
writes is clearly futuristic: “till we all come.”  Such unity is reserved for the church in her future perfect and glorious state 
(Ep. 4:13-15; 5:26-27).  In other words, the goal of unity and perfection (full maturity) go hand-in-hand.  In Ephesians 
5:21-25, Paul lifts up the principle of submission in the church.  The church is being perfected through attaining the unity 
of the faith as her members submit first to Christ and then to one another.  Thus, through fulfilling her mission and uniting 
believers in the faith, the church will reach full maturity and perfection in Christ.  Isaiah 60:1-5 captures the spirit and 
vision of the church, and her fulfilled mission among all nations.  In the height of her glory, the church will reach the 
nations and unite the children of God in one in Christ Jesus (Jn. 17:20-23).  Historically, this vision and prophecy is yet to 
be completed and fulfilled through the church.  Therefore, the church must continue to publish the full gospel until we 
reach our goal in Christ.  We must keep proclaiming the truth until we reach the world with the message of Christ and the 
church, and unite all believers in the faith.   
 

Scripture Study 
Our Missionary Vision – Ac. 1:8; Mt. 28:20; Mk. 13:5-13; Mt. 24:14 
Our Visionary Mission – Ep. 4:13; Ep. 5:21-25; Is. 60:1-5; Jn. 17:20-23 
 

Conclusion 
Zion Assembly Church of God serves to unite all believers in one body through proclaiming the full gospel in the power 
of the Spirit to all nations and peoples.  Indeed, the Holy Ghost is the empowerment of the church to accomplish this 
prophetic and visionary mission (Ac. 1:8).  As we obey Christ’s commission, preaching and teaching the truth in the 
power of the Spirit, we are working toward “the unity of the faith” (Ep. 4:13). 
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