
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lesson Outlines 
March 1 

Topic: God Defined Marriage 
Texts: Mt. 19:5; Ge. 2:24; Mal. 2:14; Mk. 10:9; Le. 18:6, 22; Ro. 7:2-3; 
Mk. 10:6-9 
Key Verse: Mk. 10:9 
Main Point: Marriage was created by God and not by civil 
governments; therefore God, and not civil governments, determines 
who is eligible for marriage and its duration.      

March 8 
Topic: Till Death Do Us Part 

Texts: Ro. 7:2-3; 1 Co. 7:10-11, 39; Lu. 16:18; Mk. 10:11-12 

Key Verse: Ro. 7:2 
Main Point: There is a difference between believing in the “ideal” of 
lifetime marriage and accepting lifetime marriage as a fact.  God has 
established marriage as a lifetime bond.  It is not suggested and 
recommended to be for life.  It is, in fact, for life.       

March 15 
Topic: God Hates Divorce 
Texts: Mal. 2:16; Mk. 10:9; 1 Co. 7:10-11; Lu. 16:18; 1 Co. 7:8, 35; 1 
Ti. 4:12; Ja. 5:10 
Key Verse: Mal. 2:16 
Main Point: Divorce is devastating to all involved.  It leaves scars that 
last for years, and it creates a lax attitude toward marriage which then 
spreads the destruction to future generations.    

March 22 
Topic: Why is Remarriage after a Divorce a Sin? 
Texts: Mk. 10:11-12; Lu. 16:18; Pr. 31:10-11; Ep. 5:25, 28-29; Ro. 
12:17; Col. 3:9; Ec. 5:4; Re. 21:8; 1 Ti. 4:12; Ph. 2:15 
Key Verse: Mk. 10:11 
Main Point: Marriage is a lifetime covenant designed to bring security.  
Divorce does not dissolve this covenant bond.  Remarriage after 
divorce therefore constitutes a state of adultery – a union not 
sanctioned by God.   

March 29 
Topic: Biblical Principles for a Fulfilling Marriage 
Texts: Jn. 13:34; 15:12; Ep. 5:25; 1 Co. 13:5; Ph. 2:4-7; Mt. 20:28; Jn. 
13:3-15; Ep. 4:26; Col. 3:13; He. 12:15 
Key Verse: Jn. 15:12  
Main Point: God not only wants us to have lifelong marriages, he also 
wants them to be happy and fulfilling.  In order to help us, he has given 
us instructions on how to enhance our relationships.      
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In this month of Faith-N-Focus, we will be discussing 
marriage as outlined in the Scriptures.  The first lesson will 
explain the fact that God instituted marriage and he alone has 
the right to set the rules.  Though manmade governments 
sanction divorce, God does not approve of it.  Human 
governments may also sanction multiple marriages, homosexual 
marriages, and incestuous marriages, but God recognizes none 
of these.  Therefore, civil laws do not change God’s laws.   

In our second lesson, we will discuss the lifetime bond 
of marriage.  God recognizes marriage as a union which can 
only be dissolved by death.  Some claim to be holding on to a 
high standard regarding the sanctity of marriage by teaching that 
it as an ideal for which to strive.  However, marriage for life is 
not simply an ideal or a suggestion.  Rather, it is a divine fact.  
Whether we strive to stay together for life or not, the fact is we 
are bound together for life. 

In our third lesson, we will discuss why God hates 
divorce.  (Note: he hates divorce, not the divorcees.)  God hates 
anything that hurts others, and divorce leaves scars which last a 
lifetime.  Spouses, who have revealed their innermost selves, 
struggle to recover from the rejection caused by that person to 
whom they made themselves vulnerable.  Moreover, divorce 
leads to single parent homes.  Single parents struggle to provide 
the physical, emotional, and financial support their children 
need.  Many times, this hardship contributes to poverty, crime, 
sexual promiscuity, and emotional issues. 

Our fourth lesson will be on the sin of remarriage after 
divorce.  Since God does not authorize divorce with the power to 
dissolve the bonds of marriage, he defines marriage after a 
divorce as “adultery.”  Simply put, a divorced person who 
remarries is only having an affair.  Society’s sanctioning of 
remarriage is a sanctioning of infidelity and covenant-breaking.  
How will a society survive which does not place a premium on 
personal integrity and God’s laws? 

Our final lesson will be on the Biblical principles for 
happy marriages.  Husbands and wives are commanded to love 
one another.  Love is selfless, giving, patient, and forgiving.  
Love endures all things.  If every couple would put the principles 
of love into practice in their marriages, they would not only 
survive for a lifetime but would also thrive.      

To receive your free monthly email subscription to Faith-N-Focus curriculum, please send your request to 
sundayschoolservices@zionassemblychurchofgod.com.  In addition to the Adult Bible Studies, you will 
also receive Faith-N-Focus for Teens and for Young Disciples.  For more information about Zion 
Assembly Church of God, please visit our website at www.zionassemblychurchofgod.com. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Introduction 
Marriage is an institution ordained and defined by God.  God, not governments, defines what constitutes a marriage, 
and he sets the parameters for it.  The church’s job is to present and uphold God’s definition of marriage to the world.     
 

Key Verse 
“What therefore God hath joined together, let not man put asunder” (Mk. 10:9). 
 

Lesson Summary 
Marriage customs may vary from culture to culture, but at its core, marriage is a covenant between an eligible man and 
an eligible woman to become husband and wife.  Some, who “live together” or “cohabitate” without being married, 
believe their sexual relationship is somehow purer than other unmarried people, because they are in what they call a 
“committed” relationship.  However, their commitment is not to be husband and wife, but rather to be monogamous.  
Therefore, it is not a marriage, and their sexual relations are just as sinful as those involving other unmarried people (He. 
13:4).  Notice also, that marriage is between an “eligible” man and an “eligible” woman.  Some unions are not legitimate 
because one or more of the people involved are not eligible for marriage.  Because God has outlawed sexual relations 
involving those of the same gender, so-called “marriages” involving two men or two women are not recognized by God 
(Le. 18:22; Mk. 10:7).  Anyone who has a living spouse from a “God-recognized marriage” is ineligible to be married to 
another person.  This is the case whether you marry while still being “legally” married to another (bigamy or polygamy) 
or if you marry another after you are “legally divorced” (since God does not authorize divorce and the dissolution of a 
marriage).  If one’s original spouse is still living and he/she enters another romantic/sexual relationship, the Scriptures 
refer to this as “adultery” (Ro. 7:2-3).  A close relative is not an eligible marriage partner (Le. 18:6).  For example, in 
some cultures women marry their brothers or men marry their sisters.  Such unions are incestuous and therefore not 
God-recognized marriages.  If a person is involved in any biblically invalid marriage, they are free to seek a legal divorce 
and then enter a marriage union with a biblically eligible person.  God is the witness of the marriage covenant (Mal. 
2:14).  All around the world, regardless of the cultural method, if an eligible man and woman covenant to be husband 
and wife, God joins them together in a “one flesh” union (Mk. 10:8-9).  Notice, it is God which joins them, not secular 
authorities.  Governments can recognize God-ordained marriages, but God does not recognize civil-ordained marriages 
which contradict his divine laws.  God seals and validates all legitimate marriages whether or not those entering into the 
marriage want him involved or even believe in him.  Some people claim that God joins believers together in marriage but 
that he doesn’t join unbelievers.  In fact, some people justify their divorce and subsequent remarriage to another person 
on the grounds that their first marriage was not a true marriage because God didn’t join them together.  They then claim 
their new marriage as a believer is the only time they have been truly married.  However, the Bible is full of examples of 
people whom God recognized as husband and wife regardless of whether they were believers or not.  The marriage is 
sanctified, even if the persons are not (He. 13:4).  Another problem with this viewpoint is that if God only recognizes 
marriages involving Christians, then only Christians are married.  If that were the case, then only Christians could commit 
adultery.  In brief, all marriages which fit God’s guidelines are recognized by God, and those contrary to the Scriptures 
are not recognized by him. 
  

Scripture Study 
God-ordained marriage – Mt. 19:5; Ge. 2:24 
God witnesses a couples vows and joins them together – Mal. 2:14; Mk. 10:9 
Marriages which ignore God’s parameters are not recognized by God –Le. 18:6, 22; Ro. 7:2-3; Mk. 10:6-9 
 

Conclusion 
God defines marriage as a covenant relationship entered into by an eligible man and an eligible woman to be husband 
and wife.  God then joins the covenanting couple together and declares them “one flesh” until death parts them. 
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Introduction 
When an eligible man and woman covenant together to become husband and wife, they are joined together by God as 
one flesh until one of them dies (Ro. 7:2-3; 1 Co. 7:39-40).  This union is not for “as long as both are faithful,” or “as long 
as both are treated right,” or “as long as we want to be together.”  Marriage is for “as long as we both shall live.”   
 

Key Verse 
“For the woman which hath an husband is bound by the law to her husband so long as he liveth; but if the husband be 
dead, she is loosed from the law of her husband” (Ro. 7:2). 
 

Lesson Summary 
There is a difference between someone saying, “I believe in lifetime marriage,” and saying, “I believe marriage is for life.”  To 
say “I believe in lifetime marriage” usually means belief in the concept of lifetime marriage or that lifetime marriage is an ideal 
for which to strive, but it doesn’t necessarily mean that marriage is actually for life.  Jesus did not teach lifetime marriage as an 
ideal.  He taught it as a fact – a divine law.  When a person becomes married, his/her “marriage is for life.”  We should 
encourage people to challenge their Christian friends with this question, “Do you believe marriage is for life?”  If they say, 
“Yes,” we should say, “Then you cannot believe in ‘divorce and remarriage,’ because by believing marriage is for life, you 
believe only death (and not divorce) can dissolve a marriage.”  If they instead say, “No, I don’t believe marriage is for life,” 
then simply let the Holy Spirit do his work.  No Christian can say, “I don’t believe marriage is for life,” without feeling 
convicted.  Jesus’ teaching on divorce was more than saying, “Don’t divorce.”  Instead, his teaching was, “Divorce has no 
power to dissolve a marriage.”  If divorce cannot dissolve a marriage, then a divorced person is still married in the eyes of God.  
Therefore, for a divorced person to enter a sexual/romantic relationship with another is adultery (i.e. marital unfaithfulness, 
cheating, or an affair).  Because divorce does not dissolve a marriage, Paul was “commanded” by Christ to tell the church, that 
if one is forced to depart from his/her spouse, to “remain unmarried or be reconciled” (1 Co. 7:11).  Paul went on to write in 
verse 15, “But if the unbelieving (spouse) depart, let him depart. A brother or a sister is not under bondage in such cases: but 
God hath called us to peace.”  Let us place ourselves in the position of the Corinthians.  After having been taught that 
“marriage is for life” and to treat one’s spouse in certain ways (Ep. 5:22-28; 1 Co. 7:3-4), we might consider it a sin not to fulfill 
our spousal obligations, even in situations where a spouse left.  Paul lets them know, though a person is “bound” to their 
spouse for life (7:39), a person is not “under bondage” or obligated to fulfill his spousal responsibilities if his spouse departs.  
To force oneself on an unbelieving spouse who has left would only bring confusion and conflict, but God has called us to 
peace.  Some misuse Paul’s statement about not being “under bondage,” saying, “If your spouse leaves you, then you are no 
longer bound as husband and wife.”  However, this interpretation conflicts with what Christ commanded Paul to teach in 
verses 10-11; and it also conflicts with what Paul goes on to say in verse 39: “The wife is bound by the law as long as her 
husband liveth.”  It should further be pointed out that the Greek word for “bondage” in verse 15 is different from the Greek 
word for “bound” in verse 39.  If Paul had meant the bonds of matrimony no longer existed when a spouse departed, he 
would surely have used the same Greek word as in verse 39.  Divorce may separate a couple, but it cannot end their marriage.  
Thus, a divorced person is still one flesh with the one to whom they are divorced.  They remain husband and wife for life.      
 

Scripture Study 
Marriage is for Life – Ro. 7:2-3; 1 Co. 7:39 
Divorce may occur but the marriage must still be recognized – 1 Co. 7:10-11; Lu. 16:18 
To remarry after divorce is to enter into an adulterous relationship – Mk. 10:11-12; Ro. 7:2-3 
 

Conclusion 
Zion Assembly stands for Christ’s teaching that “marriage is for life.”  Only the death of either the husband or wife can 
sever the “one flesh” union.  Since divorce cannot dissolve a marriage, remarriage after a divorce constitutes a state of 
adultery. 
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Introduction 
God’s command is for marriage to be for life.  He knows the negative affects that divorce has on society and all those 
involved.  He knows how it will impact the present and future.  In fact, many of the problems the world is facing today 
are due to man’s rejection of marriage until death.  For these reasons, “God hates divorce!”   
 

Key Verse 
“For the LORD, the God of Israel, saith that he hateth putting away . . .” (Mal. 2:16). 
 

Lesson Summary 
Divorce has devastating affects upon all involved.  Husbands and wives who divorce have to deal with the emotional 
scars left by being rejected by the one to whom they have revealed their most intimate self.  Divorce creates single-
parent homes.  Although children raised by a single parent can overcome the odds, statistically, they are more likely to 
struggle in school, suffer from poverty, indulge in alcohol and drugs, and become sexually promiscuous.  Even if these 
things do not occur, divorce creates wounds to a child’s heart that can last a lifetime.  A child needs both parents (Ge. 
2:24).  Moreover, the divorced can experience profound loneliness which can tempt them to enter sinful, adulterous 
relationships.  These adulterous relationships create unsanctioned family units which further embolden the children to 
follow the example of their parents, and thereby serve to multiply adulterous relationships.  Certainly, we recognize that 
many people are the victims of divorce and not the victimizer.  Some were abandoned by their spouses, while others 
were forced to separate from abusive relationships in order to protect their lives and/or the lives of their children.  
Many divorces have occurred because people entered into marriage prior to becoming a Christian or without being in 
the spiritual condition to make such an important decision (Ec. 12:1).  However, no matter the circumstances that led to 
divorce, it is critical for the divorced Christian to recognize the bond of marriage as being intact.  According to Christ, 
divorce did not and cannot dissolve one’s marriage.  Many divorced people come to Christ later in life and are startled 
when confronted with Christ’s teaching concerning marriage.  Some find the commandment to “remain unmarried or be 
reconciled” (1 Co. 7:10-11) to be an unreasonable command.  Many churches have also decided to regard Christ’s 
commandment for the divorced to remain unmarried as unrealistic.  Thus, they have chosen to permit the divorced to 
take another spouse, thereby violating the teachings of Christ (Mark 10:11-12).  This “church-sanctioned adultery” has 
been shortsighted and has not considered the affects on future generations.  The lax attitude toward adultery became a 
major factor in divorce rates rising from 5% in 1900 to nearly 50% today.  Instead of sanctioning remarriage, the church 
is to aid divorced people in making the best of a bad situation by providing emotional and spiritual support for them and 
their children (Mk. 10:29-30).  We are to teach the Scriptures which encourage those with no spousal obligations to 
transfer their time and energy to the service of Christ (1 Co. 7:35).  The church is to encourage the divorced to live a life 
of integrity and fidelity commending the divorced Christian for respecting their vows.  We should constantly encourage 
them and remind them that their faithfulness and sacrifice may lead future generations and others to follow their 
example of faithfulness to the saving of their souls (1 Ti. 4:12).   
 

Scripture Study 
God hates divorce – Mal. 2:16; Mk. 10:9 
The divorced are to remain unmarried – 1 Co. 7:10-11; Lu. 16:18 
The divorced should focus their energy on God’s work and on being an example – 1 Co. 7:8, 35; 1 Ti. 4:12; Ja. 5:10 
 

Conclusion 
Because divorce is so harmful, it should be avoided if at all possible.  If divorce occurs, the marriage vows should still be 
recognized (1 Co. 7:11).  The divorced should seek to use what the devil intended for bad as an opportunity to serve God 
without distraction (1 Co. 7:35) and to set an example of fidelity and sacrifice (Ja. 5:10). 
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Introduction 
Divorce does not end a marriage in the eyes of God.  A divorced person is therefore still married to the person he/she 
divorced.  Since the divorced are still married, to remarry after a divorce involves a married person entering into a 
romantic/sexual relationship with someone to whom he/she is not married.  Though the persons may not realize it, they 
have actually entered into a state of adultery. 
 

Key Verse 
“And he saith unto them, Whosoever shall put away his wife, and marry another, committeth adultery against her” (Mk. 
10:11). 
 

Lesson Summary 
A group of women was once asked, “What is the most important part of marriage?” and the overwhelming majority 
responded, “Security.”  Marriage partners want to feel secure in the marriage relationship.  When two people get married, 
they covenant to be faithful to each other in the good times and bad, whether they have money or not, when they are sick or 
when they are well, and until death parts them (Ro. 7:2-3).  There is a great comfort in knowing that no matter what the 
future holds, one’s spouse has promised to be there.  Infidelity injures and damages that security.  Children need to feel 
secure as well.  Have you ever witnessed a lost child who cannot find his/her parents?  He cries out in absolute terror.  
Children feel secure when their parents are around, but they feel lost when parents are absent.  Divorce robs a child of 
security and leads to fear and confusion.  In divorce and remarriage, children must deal with the fact that their father or 
mother not only left them and their other parent, but they chose to leave them for another person.  They are then introduced 
to their parent’s new “spouse” and are asked to accept this arrangement as normal.  Marriage is about honor and integrity.  
When you marry, you make a covenant with your spouse in the presence of God.  You are then obligated to your partner and 
to God to live in recognition of that covenant.  To abandon your vows is dishonest.  Christians should always honor their vows 
(Ro. 12:17; Col. 3:9; Re. 21:8).  A person can be divorced and still recognize his vows as being intact, but he can’t divorce and 
remarry without abandoning his vows.  A child learns faithfulness from watching his parents.  If a child cannot trust his 
parents, then how can he trust anyone?  Divorce and remarriage also multiplies itself.  Someone once said, “Your actions are 
speaking so loudly, I cannot hear what you are saying.”  In other words, people learn more from your actions than from your 
words.  The writer has heard divorced and remarried people say, “I’m going to teach my children not to divorce and remarry.”  
However, their actions overshadow their words.  Churches receive the divorced and remarried as members and even place 
them into leadership positions, while at the same time claiming to teach “lifetime marriage.”  Once again, their actions speak 
louder than their words (Mt. 15:8; 23:3).  These actions of parents and churches sanction “divorce and remarriage” and 
embolden multitudes to commit adultery, leaving very few families unaffected.  By accepting “divorce and remarriage” as the 
norm, a society is accepting unfaithfulness and covenant-breaking as its norm.  How can a society’s legal system, economy, or 
morality survive if it doesn’t place a premium on integrity and God’s commandments in regard to marriage?    
 

Scripture Study 
Remarriage after divorce constitutes a state of adultery – Mk. 10:11-12; Lu. 16:18 
Marriage is to bring security - Pr. 31:10-11; Ep. 5:25, 28-29 
Christians are to be honest and set a good example – Ro. 12:17; Col. 3:9; Ec. 5:4; Re. 21:8; 1 Ti. 4:12; Ph. 2:15 
 

Conclusion 
A country establishes laws to protect its citizens.  For example, the speed limit is not to prohibit your fun but to protect 
you and others from injury.  When God outlawed divorce and remarriage, he did so because it brings harm to all 
involved including society as a whole.    
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Introduction 
This month’s lessons have discussed God’s lifetime plan for marriage.  However, God not only wants us to stay married, 
he wants our marriages to be happy and fulfilling.  In today’s lesson, we will look at some of the Biblical principles God 
has ordained for us to follow in order to have a successful marriage.    
 

Key Verse 
“This is my commandment, That ye love one another, as I have loved you” (Jn. 15:12). 
 

Lesson Summary 
To have a successful marriage relationship, one of the main principles that God has given us to follow is to “love one 
another” (Jn. 15:12).  “Love” is a very misunderstood word in today’s world.  Most believe love is a feeling, but Biblical 
love is an attitude of the heart which guides the Christian’s actions toward others.  Love is a commitment to treat others 
in a certain way.  In 1 Corinthians 13, we are given the attributes of true love.  Among other things, it tells us, “love 
seeketh not her own” (v.5).  In other words, godly love is not selfish but always seeks the best interest of the object of its 
affection.  In Ephesians 5:25, husbands are told to “love their wives” (Ep. 5:25).  This is then a commandment for the 
husband to be selfless and to put his wife’s needs above his own.  While husbands are specifically told to love their 
wives, that certainly doesn’t exclude the wife from loving her husband.  As pointed out earlier, we are clearly told to 
“love one another” (Jn. 13:34).  Therefore, while the husband is looking out for his wife’s best interests, the wife should 
always be looking out for her husband’s best interests.  Any marriage counselor knows that the root of most marital 
problems is selfishness on the part of one or both spouses.  Imagine how these troubled marriages could be turned 
around if both spouses would commit themselves to always looking out for their spouse’s best interests.  The Scriptures 
refer to the husband as being the “head” of the wife (Ep. 5:23).  However, this headship must be understood from the 
standpoint of Biblical leadership, which Jesus taught is far different than worldly leadership.  Worldly leaders seek to be 
served but godly leaders seek to be servants (Mt. 20:25-27).  Christ demonstrated this principle by taking on the form of 
a servant (Ph. 2:4-7); he came “not to be ministered unto, but to minister” (Mt. 20:28).  We are then commanded, “Let 
this mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus” (Ph. 2:5).  The husband is then to rule the home with the mindset of a 
servant.  As such, he is to always put the needs of his wife above his own.  The Scriptures then teach the wife to “submit 
herself to her own husband” (Ep. 5:22).  This shouldn’t be difficult if the husband is always acting in love.  When both 
spouses start looking out for the other’s best interests, the conflicts end, and peace and harmony prevail.  Another 
characteristic of godly love is that it “thinketh no evil” (1 Co. 13:5) – it “keeps no record of wrongs” (NIV).  In other 
words, love doesn’t hold a grudge.  There are going to be times when spouses are going to disagree and even get angry.  
It is essential not to let anger linger.  Ephesians 4:26 warns us, “Let not the sun go down upon your wrath.”  In other 
words, don’t go to bed at night without forgiving all those who have done you wrong.  This includes your spouse.  If you 
fail to forgive every day, it will lead to bitterness, and bitterness destroys relationships (Col. 3:13; He. 12:15).   
 

Scripture Study 
We are commanded to love – Jn. 13:34; 15:12; Ep. 5:25 
Love is selfless – 1 Co. 13:5; Ph. 2:4-7; Mt. 20:28; Jn. 13:3-15 
Love forgives – Ep. 4:26; 1 Co. 13:5; Col. 3:13; He. 12:15 
 

Conclusion 
Throughout this quarter we have stressed the importance of recognizing the lifetime bond of marriage.  This is crucial 
because too many see marriage as dissolvable, and, therefore, they are not committed to working on their marriages.  
Our marriage covenant is not simply a vow to stay together for life, but also to “love, honor, and cherish” until death do 
us part. 
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