
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Introduction  
It this lesson we will examine the proper relationship of the church with the world. Certainly the church is called to be 
different from the world (Ex. 23:2; 1 Jn. 2:15-17; Jas. 4:4). God requires His people to be holy (1 Pt 1:16; 1 Thess. 3:13; 
5:23; Heb. 12:14) and separate from the world (2 Cor. 6:17). We are thus in the world but not of the world (Jn. 17:6, 9-
18). Further, we are in the world to affect the unregenerate with the transforming power of God’s grace. Indeed, we are 
“ambassadors” of His heavenly kingdom in this world to reconcile the world to God (2 Cor. 5:18-20). We have been 
sanctified for this express purpose. 
 
Key Verse 
“I have given them thy word; and the world hath hated them, because they are not of the world, even as I am not of the 
world” (Jn. 17:14). 
 

Lesson Summary 
In John 17:1-26 we are given an amazing look into one of Jesus’ most powerful prayers. Lifting up his eyes to heaven, 
Jesus prayed not only for the will of the Father to be performed in His own life but also in the lives of His disciples and 
those who would believe on Him through their testimony. We are thus sanctified not only for our own sakes, but for the 
sake of the world around us, to whom we are called to be witnesses. Further, our witness is demonstrated in two ways: in 
the embodiment of God’s love and holiness lived out in our lives, and in the proclamation of His transforming truth and 
power. Jesus’ prayer defines the landscape of the future for God’s people. He cries out in earnest for His disciples and 
those who believe on Him through their testimony to be “made perfect in one” (v 23). His plea for oneness includes not 
only loving one another in holiness but also the commitment to stand together against the corrupt culture of the world 
around us. We are set apart for this very purpose: to be the “salt of the earth” and the “light of the world” (Mt. 5:13, 14). 
Indeed, the church is God’s embassy in this sinful world---a “city set on a hill.” The apostle Paul explains our relationship 
to the world in Romans 12:1-2 in this way: “be not conformed to this world: but [rather] be transformed by the renewing 
of your mind. That you may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God.” In other words, we are not 
to follow the crowd nor to be influenced and guided by the philosophies that govern the politics, institutions, and lifestyles 
of the world. Rather we are “called out” of the world and empowered by God’s grace to live our lives in conformity with 
the will of God revealed in His Word; and this so that we might have the moral and spiritual power to reconcile the world 
to God. The church has been sanctified spiritually and “set apart” for this very purpose (see Ex. 19:5, 6; Ps. 33:12; 1 Pt. 
2:9). Just as Christ was in the world but not of the world, so also the church, His body, is called to minister to the world, 
but not to be influenced by and infected with the sin of the world. We are to follow our Lord’s example (1 Pt. 2:21-24). 
 
Scripture Study 
God desires for His people to live holy lives, and has provided the means for them to do so – 1 Pt. 1:15; Heb. 12:14; 13:12 
God’s people are aliens in this world and should live accordingly – Jn. 17:1-26; Ro. 12:1-2; 1 Thess. 5:22; Heb. 11:13  
 

Conclusion 
We should be careful to guard against forming any improper relationships with the world around us, both for our own 
sakes and for the sake of our witness to others. In His prayer in John 17, Jesus emphasized that the unity and holiness of 
the church is so “that the world may believe” (v. 21). Thus in order to fulfill our sacred calling and important purpose, we 
must be made holy and live above reproach (Mt. 5:16; 1 Pt. 2:12; Heb 12:14). We have been set apart by God in this 
world, and we should cherish this “high calling of God in Christ” as a great honor.  
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Introduction  
Our focus in this lesson is on the power and effect of the Gospel of Jesus Christ---its ability to transform a sinner into a 
saint. It is because the Gospel has the power to create new life and provides the way to heaven that Satan and those under 
his influence belittle and slander it. Certainly the Gospel has no appeal to men and women of the world; for, on the one 
hand, it is plain and unsophisticated and thus unattractive to intellectual and scholarly minds; and, on the other hand, its 
focus is on a man---a despised Jew---who was humiliated and hanged on a tree (cf. 1 Cor. 1:18-30; 2:1-8). Moreover, 
those who accepted the Gospel in the New Testament were persecuted and ostracized and “everywhere spoken against.” 
The same is true today for those who proclaim and embody the true Gospel. For these reasons many today are “ashamed 
of the gospel.”  
 

Key Verse 
“For I am not ashamed of the Gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God unto salvation to everyone that believeth; to the 
Jew first, and also to the Greek.” (Rom 1:16) 
 

Lesson Summary 
Paul’s epistle to the Romans is an amazing point by point explanation of the Gospel. He proclaims that the Gospel can 
save the lost, heal the sick and afflicted (spiritually, physically, emotionally), and enable believers to live sanctified lives. 
(See the effect of proclaiming the Gospel in Jesus’ ministry [Luke 4:18]). He explains human sin and God’s wrath against 
sin, justification and God’s imparted righteousness, and sanctification and practical holiness. The Gospel was the 
foundation of Paul’s new life in Christ, and his new life in Christ informed and conditioned his ministry. (See Ga. 1:15-
24; 1 Cor. 15:3-11). In Paul’s doctrine, the work and effect of the Gospel does not stop at the points of conviction, 
repentance, and justification; indeed he shows that these experiences are preliminary steps for the more complete work of 
sanctification. Further, the Gospel includes the glorious hope of the unity of God’s people in one body, the perfection of 
the church, the rapture and resurrection, the second coming of Christ, the “golden age” of the 1000-year reign of Christ 
and the church on earth, and the creation of a new heavens and new earth. For all of these reasons Paul says, “I am not 
ashamed of the gospel.” Neither should we be ashamed today of the Gospel: it is still “the power of God unto salvation to 
everyone who believes.” Indeed, as believers we should be ashamed not to proclaim the Gospel. It is sinners rather who 
should be ashamed---ashamed of their sins and ungodliness and ignorance of the things of God. This is why we should be 
bold to preach the Gospel: for it has the power within it to convict sinners of their sins and to restore them in the image of 
Christ. It is their only hope! The silence of those who are ashamed of the Gospel speaks louder than words. Even our 
families and loved ones will believe we are ashamed of the Gospel if we are not bold to proclaim its glorious truths, and 
diligent to share with them our testimony of its transforming power!   
 

Scripture Study 
Paul had a passion to preach the Gospel of Christ (Rom. 1: 1-17; 1 Cor. 15:3-11) 
 

Conclusion 
 A lot of “Christians” today believe the Gospel must be changed to fit modern society. They say we are living in a 
different age and people must be ministered to differently; and that preaching directly from the Scriptures is outdated and 
even the Bible itself is outdated and cannot feed the flock of God today. The truth is that many so-called Christians and 
Christian groups are simply ashamed of the Gospel. This is why we are in Zion Assembly boldly reaffirming our hope in 
the simple Gospel of Jesus Christ. We believe that preaching right out of the Book of Books is better than all of the “how-
to” books in the world today, and that proclaiming the plain truths of Scripture is more effective than the eloquence of the 
world’s greatest orators! (See 1 Cor. 1:18-30; 2:1-5). 
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Introduction  
Oh the matchless joy of knowing Christ as one’s personal Savior!  There is no other experience that can equal the benefits 
of saving grace. Salvation gives one hope for today but also a more glorious future than one can imagine.  We looked last 
week at Romans 1:16 and focused on Paul’s conviction that he was not ashamed of the Gospel of Jesus Christ. Our focus 
today is more particularly on the power that made him so bold in the Gospel. The believer who has actually been 
transformed by the power of the Gospel has the witness within himself (Rom. 8:16; 2 Cor. 2:22; 5:5; Eph. 1:13; 1 John 
3:14), and bears the fruit of righteousness (Rom. 8:1; 1 Jn. 2:10, 21-24; 3:5-9). 
 

Key Verse 
“For the preaching of the cross is to them that perish foolishness, but unto us which are saved it is the power of God” 
(1 Cor. 1:18). 
 

Lesson Summary 
We witness the power of God throughout Scripture---from the creation story to the liberation of the Hebrews from 
Egyptian slavery, to Mount Sinai and the establishment of the “church in the wilderness” to the deliverance of the church 
out of Babylon, to the miraculous birth of our Lord and Savior in Bethlehem. God’s power has been evident from the 
dawn of time.  But in the Cross of Christ in particular the power of God for mankind’s eternal salvation is revealed. In 
fact, “Jesus Christ and him crucified” is actually the underlying theme throughout the Bible. Though hidden in a mystery 
in the Old Testament, the Cross was there in types and shadows. Indeed, the Cross was formulated in the mind of God 
before the foundation of the world (Eph. 3:9-11; 1 Pt 1:18-20). For the Gospel alone is “the power of God unto salvation” 
(Rom 1:16). It is the “truth” and the “way.” Only the Gospel can spiritually change men’s hearts and make the darkest 
sinners into “saints of light.” Only the Gospel can transform a “Saul” into a “Paul,” a “Simon Peter” into a “Cephas,” an 
“Abram” into an “Abraham,” a “Sarai” into a “Sarah.” Only the Gospel has within it the incorruptible seed of God’s Word 
and is able to purge sin and create new life (Jn. 15:3, 7; 17:17-19; 1 Pt 1:23; 1 Jn. 3:9). Peter, John, and Paul basically say 
the same thing in the Scripture references given above; namely, the Gospel of Christ is the vehicle through which our lives 
are transformed and reborn in the image of God’s holiness. The apostles are careful, however, to point out that the 
preaching of the Gospel alone does not save anyone. Not does believing alone save anyone. The believer must open his 
heart and “receive” the Christ of the Gospel. “But as many as received him, to them gave he power to become the sons of 
God . . .” (Jn. 1:12). Real salvation is so much more than merely reciting a prayer, signing a church card, shaking a 
preacher’s hand, and doing good deeds. It is essentially a new birth---a spiritual revolution in the soul of man! It is a 
deliverance from the “power of darkness,” and a [“translation] into the kingdom of [God’s] dear Son” (Colossians 1:13). 
 
Scripture Study 
The Cross was in the mind of God from the foundation of the world (Rom. 16:25; Eph. 3:9-11; 1 Pt 1:18-20) 
Salvation comes by believing in Christ and receiving Him as Lord and Savior (Jn. 3:16; Rom 1:16; Eph 2:8-9; Jn. 1:12) 
 

Conclusion 
 The apostles’ doctrine that there is salvation only in the Gospel was drawn from Jesus’ teachings. Jesus said, “I am the 
way, the truth, and the life; no one comes to the Father, but by me” (Jn. 14:6). “Neither,” Peter says, “is there salvation in 
any other; for there is none other name under heaven given among men, whereby we must be saved” (Acts 4:12). Thus 
Paul says, “For I determined not to know anything among you, save Jesus Christ, and him crucified” (1 Cor. 2:2). Biblical 
preaching and teaching is preaching Jesus Christ---His person and His work (1 Cor. 1:23, 24, 30; 2 Cor. 4:5, 6).   
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Introduction  
 

The last few lessons have focused on what the Gospel does for us---how its power transforms us inwardly and makes us 
new creatures in Christ. This lesson deals more particularly with how the Gospel empowers us to relate to others. We 
should ask ourselves: how are we relating to those within our circle of influence? What affect are we having on them? Is 
the Lord pleased with how we are relating to them? Is He being glorified in our life? After all, we are called to be the 
“light of the world” and a “city on a hill” (Mt. 5:14). What is involved in this “high calling” of God in Christ?  
 

Key Verse 
 

“Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father which is in heaven.” 
(Mt. 5:16). 
  

Lesson Summary 
 
Light by definition signifies, “that which makes it possible to see.” Science tells us that light travels about 186,000 miles 
per second. That translates to about 671 million miles per hour. Numbers such as these can be mind-boggling. Yet Christ 
compared his people to light. Jesus said, “ye are the light of the world (Mt 5:14). This is a great honor bestowed upon us 
to be sure; but it also involves a great responsibility. We are the light- bearers of God in the world! In another sense, we 
are His ambassadors, called to bear His message and to represent Him in the world (2 Cor. 5:20). Have you ever heard 
someone say, “My salvation is between me and my God!” This is a fairly common belief; but it is a gross distortion of 
what Christianity is all about. Christ has saved and cleansed us in order for us to be the temple of the holy Trinity---
Father, Son, and Holy Ghost---so that men may see God in us. Our lives therefore should be transparent to others. We are 
called to be an open book before all men. Thus Jesus said, “Let your light shine before men.” Why? “So they may see 
your good works, and glorify the Father.” We are transformed by the glory of the Lord so the world may behold His glory 
in us (2 Cor. 3:18). Indeed, we are “manifestly declared to be the epistle of Christ . . . known and read of all men” (3:2, 3). 
Certainly salvation is not of works; yet good works follow those who have been born again. Indeed, “faith without works 
is dead” (Jam. 2:14-26). Unfortunately, post-modern man has become selfish and individualistic, and this sinful attitude 
has influenced many Christians. We should be careful, therefore, not to allow this attitude to creep into our churches in 
Zion Assembly. Our singular purpose is to reach the lost for Jesus Christ and to allow Him to work in and through us for 
the glory of God. As we do good works in His name, men will glory God in us (See Ga. 1:24; 2 Th. 1:10, 12; 1 Pet. 4:14). 
So let “consider one another to provoke unto love and good works” (Heb 10:24). Are you an open book?  Is your local 
church an open book? Does the world see “Christ in you, the hope of glory” (Col. 1:27). This is our “high calling” in Zion 
Assembly. “Unto [God] be glory in the church by Christ Jesus” (Eph. 3:21)  
 

Scripture Study 
We are the light to the world and Christ’s ambassadors (Mt 5: 14-16; 2 Cor. 5:20) 
Our good works are not private but public and meant to glorify God (Mt 5:16; Jam. 2:14-26; Heb. 10:24) 
 

Conclusion 
Our walk with Christ is not a private walk. John Wesley said there is “no such thing as an individual Christian.” Christ 
desires that our light shine before men. We are books laid open for the world to read. This responsibility should move us 
to greater faith and greater works. The transparency of our lives will cause others to see Him and to seek Him. 
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