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Theme: THE LIFE OF CHRIST 
Lesson: Jesus Is Buried 

Lesson Text: Jn. 19:31-42; Mt. 27:57-60 
November 6, 2016 

Writer:  Tracy McCafferty 

Lesson Summary 

       As Jesus and the two thieves hung on the cross, evening was quickly approaching.  The next day was 
the Sabbath, or a holy day.  Jesus and the thieves had to be buried before sunset.  The soldiers were 
ordered to break the legs of Jesus and the thieves so that they would die quickly.  They broke the legs of 
the thieves, but when they came to Jesus, he was already dead.  However, one of the soldiers pierced the 
side of Jesus with his spear to be sure that Jesus was indeed dead.  A man named Joseph of Arimathaea 
asked Pilate for permission to take and bury the body of Jesus.  Joseph was a very rich Jewish man, but he 
was secretly a follower of Jesus.  He, along with another Jewish leader, Nicodemus, cleaned and prepared 
Jesus’ body for burial.  They wrapped him in linen and spices.  They then laid Jesus’ body in a newly 
carved tomb inside a huge rock.  They then rolled a very large and heavy stone over the door of the tomb.  
The tomb actually belonged to Joseph, but Jesus would not need it for very long.  Jesus told his followers 
he would be put to death, but then he would rise again on the third day.  This was no doubt a very sad day 
for Jesus’ disciples, but soon they would see him again just as he said.  Death would not be victorious over 
Jesus! 
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 Ideas to Illuminate: 
 

Let the children decorate the craft sticks to resemble Jesus at his 
burial.  Help them to use the scrap fabric to wrap the stick to look like 
the body of Jesus wrapped in the linen burial cloth. 
 

Questions for Class Discussion: 
1.  Why were the soldiers ordered to break the legs of Jesus and the two 
thieves?  
2.  How did the soldier make sure that Jesus was indeed dead?  
3.  What were the names of the two men who buried Jesus? 

 

 

 

 

Jesus was 

buried in a 

tomb. 
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Teacher Preparation 
Readings: Ex. 12:46, Nu. 9:12, Ps. 34:20, Zech. 12:10, Zech. 13:6 
 
Lesson Objective:  The students will learn that Jesus died as a normal man does and was buried.    
 
Materials: Jumbo Popsicle sticks (craft sticks), scrap cloth, markers  
 
Memory Verse:  “Then took they the body of Jesus, and wound it in linen clothes with the spices”  

(Jn. 19:40). 
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Theme: THE LIFE OF CHRIST 
Lesson: He Is Risen 

Lesson Text: Mt. 27:62-28:8 
November 13, 2016 

Writer:  Tracy McCafferty 

Lesson Summary 

       Before Jesus was betrayed, he told his disciples he would rise again from the dead three days 
after he was crucified.  The Jewish leaders were afraid that Jesus’ disciples might try to steal the 
body of Jesus from the tomb so that everyone would believe he had risen from the dead.  Pilate 
told them to set a watch or guard over the tomb.  They also sealed the tomb; so if anyone were to 
try to move the stone, they would know it.  On the first day of the week, early in the morning, Mary 
Magdalene and the other Mary came to see the tomb of Jesus.  The earth began to quake and an 
angel appeared.  He rolled back the giant stone and sat on it.  Those keeping guard were very 
fearful.  But the angel told the women not to fear.  Jesus was no longer in the tomb because he 
had risen.  He then told the women to go and tell Jesus’ disciples that he was alive.  He also told 
them to tell the disciples to go to Galilee and there Jesus would appear to them.  The women ran, 
filled with great fear and joy to bring the word to the disciples. Jesus had risen from the grave!  He 
was alive just like he told them he would be.  He is alive forevermore! 
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 Ideas to Illuminate: 
TOMB CRAFT: Cut a paper plate in half.  Cut an opening along the flat 

edge of one piece to resemble the opening of a tomb.  Using the other piece, cut 
out a round shape in order to make a stone to cover the opening.  To decorate, 
paint or color it.  Use a brad to fasten the stone to the tomb. 

Questions for Class Discussion: 
1.  Why did the Jewish leaders want to set a watch over the tomb of Jesus? 
2.  What did they see when the angel rolled the stone away from the door of the 
tomb?  
3.  Where did the angel tell Mary Magdalene that Jesus would appear to them? 
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Teacher Preparation 
Readings: Jn. 5:21, Rom. 4:25 
 
Lesson Objective: The students will learn that Jesus arose just as he told them he would do.    
 
Materials:  Paint, markers, or crayons, paper plates, brass paper brads 
 

Memory Verse: “O death, where is thy sting?  O grave, where is thy victory?” (1 Co. 15:55).  
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Theme: THE LIFE OF CHRIST 
Lesson: The Great Commission 

Lesson Text: Mt. 28:16-20, Mk. 16:14-15  
November 20, 2016 

Writer:  Tracy McCafferty 

Lesson Summary 

     Mary Magdalene and the other Mary ran to tell Jesus’ disciples about the angel at the tomb of 
Jesus.  They told them that the angel said Jesus would appear to them in Galilee.  They traveled 
up a mountain in the city of Galilee.  Just as the angel said, Jesus appeared to them.  They began 
to worship him, but some of the disciples doubted that what they were seeing was real.  Jesus 
began to teach them, and he convinced them that he was truly risen from the dead just as he had 
told them.  As he taught them, he gave them a special mission.  He told them that he had received 
all power in heaven and in earth.  Jesus then told them to go and teach all nations, and to baptize 
them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost.  This is often called the 
Great Commission.  As followers of Christ, we also are commissioned (or commanded) to spread 
the gospel of Christ to every creature.  If we are to be true Christians, then it is our duty to tell 
others about Jesus and his plan of salvation for our lives.     
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 Ideas to Illuminate: 
 

Trace each child’s foot on a piece of construction paper.  You may 
want to “stamp” their footprint on the paper using paint.  Let them 
write the memory verse on the paper.  Allow them to decorate their 
footprint.  
 

Questions for Class Discussion: 
1. What does it mean to be commissioned? 
2. What is the Great Commission?  
3. Who are we commissioned to tell about the Gospel of Christ?   

 

 

 

 

Go and tell. 
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Teacher Preparation 
Readings: Acts 1:8 
 
Lesson Objective: The students will learn that the Great Commission still applies to us today.     
 
Materials:  Construction paper, paint, markers, or crayons 
 
Memory Verse:  “And he said unto them, “Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every 

creature”  (Mk. 16:15). 
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Lesson: Jesus’ Ascension 
Lesson Text: Acts 1:4-11 

November 27, 2016 

Writer:  Tracy McCafferty 

Lesson Summary 

       After Jesus was raised from the dead, he frequently appeared to his disciples.  He walked with them 
and talked with them.  He ate and drank with them.  He was truly alive in the flesh.  After Jesus had been 
resurrected for forty days, he again appeared to the disciples.  He told them to stay in Jerusalem and wait 
for the promise of the Father.  He told them that soon they would be baptized with the Holy Ghost.  He told 
them that after they received the Holy Ghost they would receive power and would be his witnesses in all 
parts of the world.  Jesus was then taken up into heaven in a cloud.  There also appeared two angels who 
spoke with the disciples.  They said, “In the same way Jesus was taken up into heaven in a cloud, he would 
someday come again in the clouds.”  As Christians today, we hold on to this promise.  We believe that 
Jesus is coming again.  He will come to take his people home.  The Bible tells us to be watching and to be 
ready always because he will come like a thief in the night.  We need to be saved and ready, so that we will 
make it to heaven with Jesus when he comes.  If you do not have Jesus living in your heart, then ask him 
to be Lord of your life today.  He is no doubt coming soon to take his children to be with him forever. 
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 Ideas to Illuminate: 
 
Instruct the children to color a plate blue.  Tell them to use glue to cover the 
plate with cotton balls to resemble clouds.  You may either let them draw a 
picture of Jesus or print out a picture of Jesus from the internet that they 
can color and then attach to the plate to look like Jesus in the clouds. 
 

Questions for Class Discussion: 
1.  How long did Jesus walk the earth after his resurrection? 
2.  Why did Jesus tell his disciples to stay in Jerusalem? 
3.  How did Jesus ascend into heaven? 
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coming soon. 
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Teacher Preparation 
Readings:  Mt. 3:11, Ez. 36:25-27, Joel 2:28-29, Luke 24:49 
 
Lesson Objective:  The students will learn that Jesus is coming again in the clouds. 
 
Materials:  Paper plates, markers or crayons, glue, and cotton balls 
 
Memory Verse:  “And then shall they see the Son of Man coming in the clouds with great power and 

glory”  (Mk. 13:26). 
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