
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Introduction 
Like Pontius Pilate, the world is asking, “What is truth” (Jn. 18:38)?  This kind of question arises from doubt 
and uncertainty.  In a world of religious and moral confusion, the church has a tremendous opportunity and 
responsibility to provide sound, Biblical answers to humanity’s search for purpose and meaning.  In today’s 
lesson, we will see that truth is a distinguishing mark of God’s church.   
 
Key Verse 
“But if I tarry long, that thou mayest know how thou oughtest to behave thyself in the house of God, which is 
the church of the living God, the pillar and ground of the truth” (1 Ti. 3:15). 
 
Lesson Summary 
Biblical truth is the foundation of the church, and the church is “the pillar and ground of the truth” in the world.  
Jesus Christ, the chief cornerstone, is the rock and foundation of truth upon which the church, the house of God, is 
being built (Lu. 6:47-48; 1 Co. 3:11; Ep. 2:20).  He is the absolute standard of truth in competition and conflict with 
the world’s relative system of truth.  While worldly religious institutions may be built on any number of principles 
and for any number of purposes, God’s church cannot be built on any other foundation but Christ and his truth (1 Co. 
3:11).  To build on another foundation is to build something other than his church.  Contrary to the world’s 
perspective, the Bible is not an outdated relic: merely a collection of ancient stories with obsolete morals.  Rather the 
Holy Scriptures provide an up-to-date, cutting-edge commentary of truth on virtually every facet of life.  As the 
church learns Christ through learning the Scriptures, the church is established as the pillar and ground of truth (1 Ti. 
3:15).  For without Christ, the church has no foundation, nor can it be the foundation of truth in the world today.  A 
church having depth in the knowledge of the Word is a church with a deep foundation whose house cannot be shaken 
by the world.  Furthermore, knowing Christ and his truth comes by the Spirit of truth.  When Jesus was brought 
before the governor for judgment, he declared to Pilate, “Thou sayest that I am a king. To this end was I born, and 
for this cause came I into the world, that I should bear witness unto the truth.  Every one that is of the truth heareth 
my voice” (Jn. 18:37).  In other words, the voice of Christ is the voice of truth.  The voice of truth remains in the 
church through the indwelling Spirit of truth.  Jesus said, “But when the Comforter is come, whom I will send unto 
you from the Father, even the Spirit of truth, which proceedeth from the Father, he shall testify of me” (Jn. 15:26).  
By the Spirit of truth, the church continues to “bear witness unto the truth.”  Jesus said, “But ye shall receive power, 
after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto me” (Ac. 1:8).  The power of the Holy 
Ghost is necessary when confronting the darkness and deception of this world.  The church must always therefore 
“earnestly contend for the faith” and reprove “the unfruitful works of darkness” (Jude 3-4; Ep. 5:8-13). 
 
Scripture Study 
The foundation of truth – Lu. 6:47-48; 1 Co. 3:11; Ep. 2:20; 1 Ti. 3:15 
The Spirit and witness of truth – Jn. 18:37-38; 15:26; Ac. 1:8; Jude 3-4; Ep. 5:8-13 
 
Conclusion 
Today, people are confused and conflicted by the multitude of competing and diverse voices in the world.  Only the 
voice of truth can expose the lies of Satan and turn sinners to Jesus Christ.  As Zion Assembly Church of God 
embraces and proclaims God’s truth to the world, it establishes its uniqueness as God’s church in the world. 
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Introduction    
The Psalmist David declared, “The earth is the Lord’s, and the fullness thereof; the world, and they that dwell 
therein” (Ps. 24:1).  This world belongs to God, for he created all things, but David set apart the house of the 
Lord as God’s special dwelling place in the earth (vv. 3-5).  Therefore, though the presence of the Lord fills all 
of creation, God dwells uniquely in and among his holy people (Ps. 139:7-8; 15:1-5; Is. 12:6). 
 
Key Verse 
“Thy testimonies are very sure: holiness becometh thine house, O Lord, for ever” (Ps. 93:5). 
 
Lesson Summary 
In Ezekiel’s vision of the restoration of God’s house, the Lord told him, “Thou son of man, shew the house to the 
house of Israel, that they may be ashamed of their iniquities: and let them measure the pattern” (Ez. 43:10).  What 
kind of house should be constructed for God?  What is the pattern or principle by which God’s house is built?  God 
explained that the law or principle of his house is holiness.  The place where the Lord establishes his house is most 
holy (v. 12).  In his glory and majesty, he indeed established the whole world (Ps. 93:1).  But even before the world, 
his throne and absolute rule were eternally established (v. 2).  Certainly, creation itself is vast and powerful, but the 
Lord, the Creator of heaven and earth, is mightier than all of his creation (vv. 3-4).  Unique to all that God made and 
set in order is his house that he established with an unchanging principle – “Thy testimonies are very sure: holiness 
becometh thine house, O Lord, for ever” (v. 5).  Clearly, the church is unlike any other people on the face of the 
whole earth.  Out of all people and nations, the church is distinctly chosen to be the house of God, the special place 
where the Lord abides among his people.  Moses declared to the people of God, “For thou are an holy people unto 
the Lord thy God: the Lord thy God hath chosen thee to be a special people unto himself, above all people that 
are upon the face of the earth” (De. 7:6; 14:2; 1 Pe. 2:9).  Thus, the church is holy through being set apart and 
indwelt by the Spirit of the Lord.  It is holy and set apart because God has specially chosen it for himself as his 
resting place (2 Chr. 6:41-7:2).  In regard to its holy calling, the church’s members must therefore purpose to 
separate themselves from the world and its wicked influences (2 Co. 6:14-18); for the members of the church cannot 
be holy if they have communion with darkness and unrighteousness (v. 14).  Being the temple of the Lord, the 
members must avoid touching “the unclean thing” (v. 17).  Therefore, we qualify ourselves as God’s chosen people 
through separating ourselves from all that is worldly (v. 18). 
 
Scripture Study 
Holiness: The law of God’s house – Ez. 43:10-12; Ps. 93:1-5 
Chosen to be holy – De. 7:6; 14:2; 1 Pe. 2:9; 2 Chr. 6:41-7:2 
Separated to be holy – 2 Co. 6:14-18 
 
Conclusion 
The Spirit of holiness is a distinguishing mark of the true church.  Some professing Christians and theologians 
disagree with the idea that God has a special people on the earth.  To say that God has a special and chosen 
people suggests to them that the others are not so special to God.  Nevertheless, God’s church is a people of 
distinction from all others.  His church is set apart by him in order to be a holy people among all the people of 
the world.   
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Introduction 
Through the prophet Amos, the Lord asked the nation of Israel, “Can two walk together, except they be agreed” (Am. 
3:3)?  Of course, God could not walk with the children of Israel because of their iniquities (v. 2).  Their sins and 
disobedience to his commandments caused a breach between God and his people.  Likewise, when divisions develop 
among the people of God because of sin and flesh in the church, the members cannot walk together in unity.  But when 
members walk together in God’s love, truth, and holiness, the Spirit of unity prevails in the church. 
 
Key Verse 
“Fulfil ye my joy, that ye be like-minded, having the same love, being of one accord, of one mind” (Ph. 2:2). 
 
Lesson Summary 
The Spirit of unity enables believers to walk together in order to accomplish the mission of the church.  In Genesis 11:1, 
the Bible explains how “the whole earth was of one language, and of one speech.”  In the beginning, all people spoke the 
same language; they had a common dialect of terms, idioms, and expressions.  In the land of Shinar, the people 
determined to construct a tower to reach heaven (v. 4).  Though this was in disobedience to God, yet they had one goal in 
mind; and they worked diligently to fulfill their goal.  Being of one language and of one mind, they were successful in 
their work (vv. 4-5).  Nothing seemed to hinder their progress.  God responded to their unity, saying, “nothing will be 
restrained from them, which they have imagined to do” (v. 6).  Clearly, oneness (unity) empowers our mission.  Likewise, 
when Moses set up the tabernacle worship, the priests and the Levites had their respective duties in the house of the Lord 
(Nu. 1:49-54; 3:1-10).  One must remember that the tabernacle was an elaborate, portable temple.  Each worker carried 
out his responsibilities, everything from manual labor to the offering of sacrifices.  Successfully operating God’s house 
depended on their cooperation and commitment in fulfilling their assigned responsibilities.  When the people of God share 
the same values and beliefs, speaking the same thing and working toward the same goals, they are more successful in their 
mission.  United effort enables us to succeed in our mission.  However, at Babel the Lord came down and confounded 
their language (Ge. 11:7).  When they spoke, their words were confusing to one another.  They no longer shared a 
common understanding and explanation of what they were doing.  Their words had no agreement.  Because their language 
was confounded, their communication was disrupted, their unity was destroyed, and their work ceased (v. 8).  Likewise, 
when the members of the church no longer speak the same language, that is, when their words no longer agree, 
communication and cooperation cease, and the Spirit of unity is lost.  Without unity, the flock scatters, and the mission of 
the church breaks down.  In essence, through division the church destroys its own witness and becomes ineffectual in its 
mission.  But the witness of the church is established through unity (Jn. 17:21, 23).  A single voice speaking the truth can 
turn a city to God (Jon. 3), but many voices united in the truth can literally turn “the world upside down” (Ac. 17:6).  
Unity establishes our mission. 
 
Scripture Study 
Oneness (unity) empowers our mission – Ge. 11:1-9;  
United effort enables our mission – Nu. 1:49-54; 3:1-10 
Unity establishes our mission – Ac. 17:1-6 
 
Conclusion 
The apostle Paul admonished the saints at Philippi, saying, “Fulfil ye my joy, that ye be like-minded, having the 
same love, being of one accord, of one mind” (Ph. 2:2).  The beauty of the church is visibly evident when its 
members experience peace and harmony in the Word and in the Holy Ghost.  As the members of the church walk 
together in unity, they strengthen the mission and witness of Christ in the world. 
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Introduction 
The Scripture plainly states, “Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the manner of some is” (He. 10:25).  
The Bible everywhere calls for faithfulness in regard to our worship in the house of the Lord.  Never are we encouraged or 
permitted to bypass the house of God in our worship or service.  In fact, the writer to the Hebrews continues to admonish 
us by saying, “and so much the more, as ye see the day approaching” (v. 25).  The nearer we are to his coming, the more 
we should gather together in his name with the saints of God.  In our coming together, perhaps nothing cultivates an 
atmosphere of communion with God more than prayer.  Worship, giving, and preaching are vital to the spiritual life of the 
church, but consecration in prayer gives depth to all of these. 
 

Key Verse 
“And he taught, saying unto them, Is it not written, My house shall be called of all nations the house of prayer?  but ye 
have made it a den of thieves” (Mk. 11:17). 
 

Lesson Summary 
The church is called to be the light and witness of Christ to all nations, “a city . . . set on a hill” (Mt. 5:14).  When sinners 
and unbelievers come to the church, they should discover a people seeking after the heart of God, and a people among 
whom God is real (2 Ch. 6:32-33; Is. 56:6-7).  In and through the church, they should be able to find God.  Indeed, they 
will find him in the church, among us, if we make the church of God what it is purposed to be in Christ.  The church is a 
place of spiritual communion.  Sadly, in Jesus’ day, the merchants turned the house of God into a disgraceful circus of 
buying and selling (Mk. 11:15-18).  When Jesus entered, he “found in the temple those that sold oxen and sheep and 
doves, and the changers of money” (Jn. 2:14).  Their greedy business was disruptive to the primary purpose of God’s 
house.  They were making the house of God “an house of merchandise,” a money-making proposition (v. 16).  But the 
temple was to be a place of communion with God, a place to worship him, and to call on the name of the Lord.  An 
irreverent attitude toward the house of God hinders and undermines God’s purpose in the church.  On one occasion, Jesus 
declared, “Is it not written, My house shall be called of all nations the house of prayer?  but ye have made it a den of 
thieves” (Mk. 11:17).  The church is the sacred house of prayer for God’s people, and should be recognized by all as such.  
Furthermore, the apostle Paul instructs us to “pray without ceasing” (1 Th. 5:17).  Although we do not continually abide in 
a physical house of prayer, the Lord expects our communion with him to be uninterrupted.  Praying “without ceasing” is 
indeed impossible in a physical house; nevertheless, the church is called to uninterrupted spiritual communion with God.  
This is why the apostle refers to the church as “an habitation of God through the Spirit” (Ep. 2:21-22).  Our fellowship 
and communion with God remain incessant as long as we abide in the Spirit of prayer (Ep. 6:18).  Figuratively, by the 
blood of Jesus, we enter into the holy of holies, into the innermost place of the temple where the Spirit of the Lord abides.  
Spiritually, through Christ’s blood the Holy of holies (the Holy Spirit) enters the innermost place of our temple, giving us 
direct and continual access to God (He. 10:19-23; 4:14-16).  By the Holy Ghost, the church can be the house of unceasing 
and continual prayer to God. 
 

Scripture Study 
A place of spiritual communion – 2 Ch. 6:32-33; Is. 56:6-7; Mk. 11:15-18 
A people of spiritual communion – 1 Th. 5:17; Ep. 2:21-22; 6:18; He. 10:19-23; 4:14-16 
 

Conclusion 
The Spirit of prayer is a mark of the true church.  Praying in the Spirit denotes the church as a place and people of 
spiritual communion with God.  If we lose the priority of prayer in the church, we also lose part of our essential identity as 
the church. 
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