
 
Theme: Ten Commandments 

Lesson: Love Your Neighbor 
Lesson Text: Matthew 22:34-40 

January 29, 2012 

Lesson Summary 

On one occasion a lawyer asked Jesus, “Master, what shall I do to inherit eternal life” (Lu. 10:25)?  The man already knew 
that he was supposed to love God and love his neighbor as himself.  But this lawyer did not really want to keep God’s 
commandments, so he asked Jesus, “And who is my neighbor?”  In Luke 10:29-37, Jesus explained what it means to love 
one’s neighbor in the story of the Good Samaritan.  A man from Jerusalem was travelling to Jericho when thieves attacked 
him and left him almost dead.  Soon a priest from back in Jerusalem was traveling down the same road and saw him but did 
not stop to help.  A little later, another minister from Jerusalem came along, and he also saw him but did not stop to help.  
Finally, a stranger, a Samaritan man, passed that way on his journey.  When he saw the injured man, he felt pity for him, 
and stopped to help.  He bandaged his wounds, put him on his animal, and brought him to an inn.  He cared for the man that 
day.  Then on the next day, he left money with the innkeeper, so that the man would be properly cared for.  He even told the 
innkeeper that he would pay for anything else the man needed.  This stranger, the Samaritan, was a true neighbor to the 
injured man because he showed love and care for him.  Loving your neighbor means taking care of the special needs 
they have. 
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Teacher Preparation 
Readings:  Matthew 22:34-40; Luke 10:25-37; Romans 13:8-10 
 
Lesson Objective: Students will learn that we shoul d love our neighbors as ourselves. 
 
Materials: Bible, costumes (robes, towels, sandals,  bandages, coins, and so on), project photos (see 
below), paper, poster, colored markers or crayons, scissors, glue, scrapbook supplies 
 
Memory Verse: “And the second is like unto it, Thou  shalt love thy neighbor as thyself” (Matthew 
22:39). 

 Ideas to Illuminate: 
 

Activity #1:  Role Play.  Have the students to act out the story of the Good 
Samaritan.  Cast: narrator, victim, thieves, priest, Levite, Samaritan, and 
innkeeper.  Optional:  Provide simple costumes for the cast. 
Activity #2:  Classroom Display.  As a follow-up, discuss the “Giving Project” 
from the first lesson with your students.  Reflect with the students, using 
photographs, children’s drawings, comments from those you served, and 
the children’s memories of the project.  Make a simple scrapbook or poster 
of the project to display in the classroom. 
 

Question for Class Discussion: 
  1.  Why was the Samaritan a true neighbor? 
  2.  Who is your neighbor? 
  3.  How can I be a neighbor? 
 



 
Theme: Ten Commandments 

Lesson: Love the Lord 
Lesson Text: Matthew 22:34-40 

January 22, 2012 

Lesson Summary 

In Matthew 22:37-38, Jesus taught that the first and great commandment is to love God with all that is within us.  In 
Mark 12:41-44, we see the example of a woman who loved the Lord with all of her heart, soul, and mind.  How do we 
know this?  We know she loved the Lord completely because she gave everything she had to the Lord.  Jesus was 
observing how the people gave their money into the treasury of the temple.  Some of them were very wealthy and put 
a large amount of money into the offering.  But then a poor widow came along, casting in only a few cents.  Although 
others gave much more than her, she gave a greater and more meaningful gift to the Lord, because she gave her all.  
This poor widow gave into the offering everything she had to live on.  Her gift to God was worth more than all of the 
others put together.  If we love the Lord wholeheartedly, then we too will not hold back anything from him.  Everything 
that we have and everything that we are belongs to God.  This story is not only about money; it’s also about our hearts 
and our affections.  God sees our hearts.  He sees what is inside of us.  Let’s hold nothing back, but rather give Jesus 
our lives and love him with all that is within us. 
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Teacher Preparation 
Readings:  Matthew 22:34-40; Mark 12:28-34; Mark 12 :41-44; Luke 21:1-4 
 
Lesson Objective: Students will learn that we shoul d love God with all that is within us. 
 
Materials: Bible, paper, scissors, and colored mark ers 
 
Memory Verse: “Jesus said unto him, Thou shalt love  the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with 
all thy soul, and with all thy mind” (Matthew 22:37 ). 

 Ideas to Illuminate: 
Activity:  Cut a sheet of paper (8 ½ X 11) into the shape of a heart – one 

per child.  Have each child to cut his paper heart into various pieces to form a 
puzzle.  As the children work, ask the questions below.  Have the students to write 
on each puzzle piece the ways that they can give themselves to the Lord, for 
example: using talents for God, giving time to God, helping others, attending 
church, praying, worshiping, reading my Bible, giving offerings, and so on.  Finally, 
demonstrate giving your whole heart by having the students to reassemble the 
puzzle pieces. 
 
Question for Class Discussion: 

1. What did the rich people give in the offering? (v. 41) 
2. What did the widow give to the Lord? (v. 42) 
3. Whose gift was greater? (v. 43) 
4. Why was her gift good to the Lord? (v. 44) 
5. How can you give all that you have to the Lord? 
 



 
Theme: Ten Commandments 

Lesson: Be Content 
Lesson Text: Exodus 20:17 

January 15, 2012 

Lesson Summary 

God’s Word tells us not to covet (desire) the things that belong to our neighbor.  If something belongs to our neighbor, then 
we cannot have it, nor should we desire to have it.  We should be content with our own things.  Being content is being happy 
with what we have, with the things we possess.  When a person covets after his neighbor’s stuff, this leads to even greater 
sins – for example, stealing.  In Joshua 6 and 7, we read the story of Achan’s transgression.  The army of Israel took over 
the city of Jericho.  God commanded them to destroy everything, except “the silver, and gold, and vessels of brass and iron” 
were to be given as an offering to the Lord.  The people were not allowed to have anything for themselves, because it was 
forbidden.  The army of God defeated Jericho and destroyed it.  Their next battle was a place called Ai.  Ai had a small 
army, so the army of Israel sent only 3000 soldiers to fight against it.  Amazingly, Israel fled before the men of Ai.  They had 
a great victory at Jericho, but now they were defeated by a very small army.  What happened?  God told Joshua that 
someone in Israel’s army had disobeyed and taken some of the forbidden things that belonged only to God.  After he was 
caught, Achan confessed that when he saw a nice robe, some silver, and a piece of gold, he coveted them, stole them, and 
then hid them.  Because he coveted, he stole from the Lord the things which were forbidden.  His sin brought God’s 
judgment upon Israel and upon Achan and his family.  If Achan had been content and happy with what he already owned, 
he would not have committed such a great sin against the Lord and against the people of God. 
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Teacher Preparation 
Readings:  Joshua 6:17-19; Joshua 7:1-26; Deuterono my 5:21; 1 Timothy 6:6-10 
 
Lesson Objective: Students will learn that we shoul d be happy with the things we possess. 
 
Materials: Bible, “Ten Commandment Scramble” pieces , paper plates (or paper circles), markers 
 
Memory Verse: “Thou shat not covet” (Exodus 20:17).  

 Ideas to Illuminate: 
Activity #1: “Ten Commandment Scramble.” 
Activity #2:  “Happy Face – Sad Face.”  The teacher should prepare 

several scenarios that describe covetousness.  For example, “Little Johnny’s 
mother made cookies for her family to eat.  But when she wasn’t looking, he ate all 
of them, leaving none for the rest of the family.  Did this make his mother happy or 
sad?  Have the students to smile or frown in response to each scenario.  Also, 
allow each student to share a scenario with the class and have the class respond 
with a smile or frown.  For an added twist, have each student make a happy 
face/sad face.  On a paper plate or circle cut-out have each student to draw a 
smiling face on one side and a frowning face on the other.  Use the happy face/sad 
face to respond to each scenario. 
 
Question for Class Discussion: 

1. What are the basic needs of life? 
2. What happens if we are not happy with the things we have? 
3. Are you content with the things you have? 
 



 
Theme: Ten Commandments 

Lesson: Tell the Truth 
Lesson Text: Exodus 20:16 

January 8, 2012 

Lesson Summary 

An old saying goes, “Honesty is the best policy.”  In other words, it’s always best to speak the truth, even if the truth 
will get you in trouble.  People sometimes tell fibs or little white lies, thinking that it’s no big deal.  They say, “A small 
lie will not hurt anyone.”  But a lie is a lie, big or small, and it is wrong.  Little lies only lead to bigger lies.  In Matthew 
26:57-75, Peter denied Jesus Christ.  When the Jewish leaders had Jesus arrested and brought him before the high 
priest, Peter followed him from a distance.  He hid among the servants in the palace of the high priest.  The Jewish 
court tried Jesus, bringing false witnesses against him.  Although he was innocent of any wrong doing, they found him 
guilty.  Peter was still in the palace among the servants.  One of them said to Peter, “You were with Jesus of Galilee.”  
But Peter denied it, and said, “I don’t know what you’re talking about.”  A little later, another person saw him, and said, 
“This fellow was also with Jesus of Nazareth.” But Peter denied it and said, “I don’t know him.”  Once again, Peter was 
accused of being Jesus’ disciple, but he began to curse and deny him.  Peter lied three times and said that he did not 
know the Lord.  He betrayed Jesus’ trust.  Peter knew that he failed the Lord.  “He went out and wept bitterly” (v. 75). 
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Teacher Preparation 
Readings:  Matthew 26:57-75; Deuteronomy 5:20; John  8:42-47; Ephesians 4:25 
 
Lesson Objective: Students will learn that we shoul d always be honest. 
 
Materials: Bible, “Ten Commandment Scramble” pieces , paper, colored markers (crayons) 
 
Memory Verse: “Thou shat not bear false witness aga inst thy neighbor” (Exodus 20:16).  

 Ideas to Illuminate: 
  
 
Activity #1: “Ten Commandment Scramble.” 
Activity #2:  Have each child to draw a person (a face, a stick figure) on a 
sheet of paper.  Then discuss questions 1 and 2 below, while having the 
children to tear and shred their pictures into pieces.  Finally, ask the 
children to put the pieces back together and discuss question 3. 
 

Question for Class Discussion: 
1. Does lying hurt others? 
2. If someone told a lie about you, how would it make you feel? 
3. When a lie is told, and it hurts our neighbor, is it easy to undo the 

damages? 



 
Theme: Ten Commandments 

Lesson: Be a Giver 
Lesson Text: Exodus 20:15 

January 1, 2012 

Lesson Summary 

God commanded us: “Thou shalt not steal.”  If we want to obey God’s Word, what should we do instead?  We should 
be givers, not takers.  Some people are selfish and greedy; they only want what is best for them.  This is why they 
steal and take wrongfully from others.  But Jesus wants us to give to others and help them.  In Luke 19:1-10, Jesus 
met a rich man named Zacchaeus.  He was a publican or tax collector, which means that he took money from the 
people for the government.  Because publicans were known to collect too much money and keep it for themselves, 
the people disliked them.  Zacchaeus was a short man and could not see Jesus because of the crowd.  So he climbed 
up a sycamore tree to see the Lord.  When Jesus passed by and saw him, he said, “Zacchaeus, make haste, and 
come down; for to-day I must abide at thy house” (Luke 19:5).  The people complained because Jesus was going to 
the home of a known sinner.  But on that day, Zacchaeus repented and had a change of heart.  He no longer wanted 
to be a taker.  He told Jesus that he was giving away half of his things to the poor.  Also, he would restore the money 
to any he had cheated.  Zacchaeus desired to do right and to be a giver from that day forward.   
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Teacher Preparation 
Readings:  Luke 19:1-10; Deuteronomy 5:19; 1 Timoth y 6:17-19; Ephesians 4:28; Acts 20:35; Luke 6:38 
 
Lesson Objective: Students will learn that we shoul d be givers, rather than takers. 
 
Materials: Bible, “Ten Commandment Scramble” pieces , paper, colored markers (crayons) 
 
Memory Verse: “Thou shalt not steal” (Exodus 20:15) . 

 Ideas to Illuminate: 
 Activity #1: “Ten Commandment Scramble.” 
Activity #2: For younger children, trace each child’s hands (both left and right) 
on a sheet of paper.  On the page, print “My Hands Will Give.”  Have the 
students to color or decorate their hand pictures. 
Activity #3:  “Giving Project:” Enlist your students in a service project to give to 
others.  For example, students could make cards for people who are 
homebound and then go visit them, items could be collected to make a basket 
for the sick, or students could sing at a local nursing home (be sure to check 
with the nursing home activities director for scheduling).  This project should be 
completed before the last class session, “Love Your Neighbor.” 
 
Question for Class Discussion: 

1. Why should I be a giver, rather than a taker? 
2. How can I give to others? 

 


