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Epistles of Peter: The Second Epistle 
 

Monthly Summary 
 

 Peter closed his second epistle by addressing the 

doctrine of “last things” (i.e. eschatology, the study of end 

time events).  Specifically, he wrote to the saints about the 

coming of Christ and the events that will follow his coming.  

Peter knew the last days would present a great challenge to the 

church because deception will abound in the world.  Deceivers 

will scoff at the teachings of the church.  The worldly system 

will reject the true message of Christ’s coming.  Jesus will 

come like “a thief in the night,” and the majority will be 

spiritually unprepared and eternally lost, because Jesus is 

coming for a holy, virtuous bride.   

 Clearly, spiritual readiness is a primary reason for Peter 

writing this epistle.  We must be established in the teachings 

of God’s Word in order to endure the world’s opposition.  As 

the world’s pressure intensifies, we must be able to defend the 

faith from the Scriptures.  As we await Christ’s coming, we 

should remain diligent in our relationship with the Lord, 

walking in righteousness and holiness.  The majority of the 

world will reject the truth of Christ’s coming and will go after 

the spirit of antichrist.  Peter thus warned the saints to remain 

steadfast to avoid “being led away with the error of the 

wicked” (2 Pe. 3:17). 

 Peter emphasized the certainty of Christ’s coming.  We 

do not know when he will come, but we must know (i.e. will 

be fully persuaded) that he is definitely coming in God’s own 

time.  Until then, we have a great opportunity and a grave 

responsibility to proclaim the gospel of salvation to the ends 

of the earth.  This means reaching our neighbor and reaching 

the nations.  We should remain steadfast in the faith in order to 

complete our mission in the world. 



September 3, 2017 

“Believe God’s Word” 
 

Main Point 

We must resist the opposition of the enemy through faith in God’s Word. 

 

Introduction 

The apostle Peter wanted the saints to keep a right attitude in the face of 

suffering and opposition.  He encouraged them to think about their 

circumstances from the perspective of God’s Word (2 Pe. 3:1-2).  In 

difficult times, the enemy will surely challenge our thinking and tempt us 

to question God’s faithfulness.  But we must keep our heart and mind 

firmly established in Christ by focusing on the teachings and promises of 

the Holy Scriptures (v. 2).  In today’s lesson, Peter admonished the saints 

to believe the Word of God. 
 

Key Verse 

“That ye may be mindful of the words which were spoken before by the 

holy prophets, and of the commandment of us the apostles of the Lord 

and Saviour” (2 Pe. 3:2). 
 

Lesson Summary 

The world is filled with diverse messages: there are many religions and 

philosophies, and all of them have something to say.  If we allow the 

“words” and “commandments” of this world to dictate our thinking, we 

will adopt a spiritually-confused and corrupt mindset.  In 2 Peter 3:1-7, 

the apostle delineated two major lines of thought: the world is speaking; 

but God is also speaking.  Of course, the spirit of antichrist is speaking 

through the world, but Christ and his Spirit are speaking through the 

church (1 Jn. 4:1-6).  The message of God’s church focuses on being 

ready for the coming of the Lord.  Jesus said, “I come quickly” (Re. 

22:7, 12, 20; see also 1 Th. 5:1-9).  He warned, “Watch therefore: for ye 

know not what hour your Lord doth come . . . Therefore be ye also ready 

for in such an hour as ye think not the Son of man cometh” (Mt. 24:42-

44).  Moreover, Jesus taught the parable of the wise and foolish virgins: 

the wise were ready for the bridegroom at his coming, but the foolish 

were not prepared when he came (25:1-12).  Jesus concluded the parable 

by saying, “Watch therefore, for ye know neither the day nor the hour 

wherein the Son of man cometh” (v. 13).  The church is “getting ready to 

leave this world.”  But scoffers in the last days will say, “Where is the 

promise of his coming?” (2 Pe. 3:4).  This worldly mindset rejects Christ 



and refuses the authority of the Holy Scriptures in order to follow after 

its own sinful desires (v. 3; 2 Pe. 1:4; 2:10, 14, 18).  Accordingly, 

worldly-minded people deny God’s historical acts and judgments 

recorded in the Bible, for example, God’s judgment in the days of Noah 

(2 Pe. 3:5-6; Ge. 6:17-22; 7:11-12, 17-24; Mt. 24:35-39; Lu. 17:26-27).  

Peter labeled this worldly mindset as “willingly ignorant” in a time when 

the gospel will permeate the nations (2 Pe. 3:5; Mk. 16:15; Mt. 24:14).  

Hence, people will choose to remain in spiritual darkness to their own 

destruction.  Jesus said, “And this is the condemnation, that light is come 

into the world, and men loved darkness rather than light, because their 

deeds were evil” (Jn. 3:19).  Peter thus admonished the saints to believe 

the Word of God over against the rising deception in the last days.  

Christ’s coming will bring salvation to the faithful; but his coming will 

also bring certain judgment against false teachers, spots and blemishes, 

those who cannot stop sinning, and scoffers, to name a few (2 Pe. 2:1, 

13-14; 3:3).  Moreover, God’s coming judgment against this world will 

not feature another great flood upon the earth, but rather he will judge 

this present world by fire (3:7; Ge. 9:8-17; Lu. 17:28-30).  The same 

Word of God that created the world has the power and authority to bring 

judgment against it (Jn. 1:1-3; Ep. 3:9; Mt. 28:18; Jn. 5:27).  Fortunately, 

God’s judgment is reserved (postponed) until the end; it is held back for 

the present time (Mt. 24:36; Ac. 1:7).  Until then, the church has a great 

responsibility and opportunity to declare the truth of Christ’s coming and 

judgment.  We need to be ready, and we need to awaken and make ready 

as many souls as possible. 
 

Scripture Study 

The Lord is coming – 2 Pe. 3:1-4; Re. 22:7, 12, 20; 1 Th. 5:1-9; Mt. 

24:42-44; 25:1-13 

Judgment is coming – 2 Pe. 3:5-7; Ge. 6:17-22; 7:11-12, 17-24; Mt. 

24:35-39; Lu. 17:26-30; Jn. 3:19; 5:27 
 

Conclusion 

Jesus Christ (the Word of God; our Creator) plainly declared that he will 

come again to receive us to himself (Jn. 14:3).  “And so shall we ever be 

with the Lord” (1 Th. 4:17).  But as Peter indicated, Christ’s coming will 

also bring God’s judgment upon this ungodly world (2 Pe. 2:9; 3:7).  The 

only one who stands between the world and its judgment is Jesus.  He is 

the Word who is holding everything together until the Father’s appointed 

time (He. 1:1-3; Col. 1:16-17).  Scoffers and deceivers will surely arise 

in the last days, but we must resist their opposition by placing our faith 

in God’s Word.  



September 10, 2017 

“The Day of Salvation” 
 

Main Point 

The Lord’s coming and judgment is delayed because God is longsuffering 

and merciful to sinners. 

 

Introduction 

We live in a sinful, wicked world, much like the conditions of Noah’s day.  

“And God saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that 

every imagination of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually” 

(Ge. 6:5).  No doubt, if not for the mercies of God, he would bring 

immediate judgment upon this world.  But the Lord’s coming judgment is 

delayed because God is longsuffering and merciful to sinners.  “The day of 

the Lord” is surely coming; but for now, we are living in “the day of 

salvation” (2 Co. 6:2; Is. 49:8). 

 

Key Verse 

“The Lord is not slack concerning his promise, as some men count 

slackness; but is longsuffering to us-ward, not willing that any should 

perish, but that all should come to repentance” (2 Pe. 3:9). 

 

Lesson Summary 

The coming of the Lord and his judgment was the message of the prophet 

Enoch at the beginning of human history: “And Enoch also, the seventh 

from Adam, prophesied of these, saying, Behold, the Lord cometh with ten 

thousands of his saints, To execute judgment upon all, and to convince all 

that are ungodly among them of all their ungodly deeds which they have 

ungodly committed, and of all their hard speeches which ungodly sinners 

have spoken against him” (Jude 14-15).  From the beginning, Enoch saw the 

day of the Lord at the end (Mt. 24:14; 28:20).  Peter explained that scoffers 

will mock in the last days, saying: “Where is the promise of his coming?” (2 

Pe. 3:4; see Jude 16-18).  What would happen if the coming of the Lord was 

today?  Billions of souls, including the scoffers, would be unprepared and 

eternally lost.  Fortunately, the Lord’s coming and judgment will be in 

God’s own time (Mt. 24:36).  Peter wrote, “But, beloved, be not ignorant of 

this one thing, that one day is with the Lord as a thousand years, and a 

thousand years as one day” (2 Pe. 3:8).  The apostle established the doctrine 

of the Lord’s coming on the basis of God’s unique timetable: one day is like 

1000 years; and 1000 years is like one day. Fallen mankind scoffs because 

he does not understand time from God’s eternal perspective (Ps. 103:14-17; 

93:2).  To rightly understand the Lord’s coming and judgment, we must first 



understand that God’s timetable is completely different from our own.  His 

perspective of time and of human events is infinitely more expansive than 

our own limited point-of-view (Is. 46:9-10).  Peter’s explanation of God’s 

time clarifies why the Lord is not negligent in regard to his delayed coming.  

Moreover, the Lord’s coming is delayed because God is longsuffering and 

merciful to sinners.  He does not want people to perish, but rather to repent 

of their sins and be saved (2 Pe. 3:9).  Therefore, when the wicked scoff 

because Jesus has not already come, they actually are scoffing at God’s 

saving grace.  Every day that the Lord’s coming is delayed affords another 

opportunity for people to repent and escape God’s wrath (Ep. 5:6; Col 3:6; 

Ro. 2:4-5).  Therefore, based on Peter’s explanation of God’s time, some 

may think the Lord is taking forever to come, that is, from the human 

perspective; but from God’s eternal, longsuffering perspective, the Lord’s 

crucifixion, resurrection, and ascension was only a couple of days ago.  

Peter wrote of Christ’s coming, the day of the Lord, the day of God’s 

judgment, and the destruction of the heavens and the earth (i.e. the new 

heavens and the new earth) somewhat concurrently (see 2 Pe. 3:4, 7, 10).  

Of course, Peter was not writing to give us a timeline of end-time events, 

but rather he wrote to warn and ready us for the coming of the Lord.  Jesus 

will come like a thief in the night (1 Th. 5:2; 2 Pe. 3:10; Mt. 24:42-44).  At 

his coming, the rapture of the church will usher in a new day for the 

children of God – a great millennial day (1 Th. 4:16-17; Re. 20:6).  Thus, as 

Peter explained, the day of the Lord is not a single 24-hour day, but it 

encompasses 1000 years of Christ’s earthly rule and reign to be followed by 

the new heavens and the new earth (Re. 21:1). 

 

Scripture Study 

The Lord’s coming – 2 Pe. 3:4; Jude 14-18; Mt. 24:14, 36; 28:20 

God’s perspective – 2 Pe. 3:8-9; Ps. 103:14-17; 93:2; Is. 46:9-10 

The day of the Lord – 2 Pe. 3:10; 1 Th. 5:2; Mt. 24:42-44; 1 Th. 4:16-17; 

Re. 20:6 

 

Conclusion 

We eagerly expect Christ’s coming.  For the righteous, his coming promises 

glory and victory.  For sinners, the day of the Lord will bring great 

tribulation.  Moreover, Christ will judge the ungodly, and he will ultimately 

destroy this present world.  The day of the Lord is surely coming; but for 

now, we are living in the day of salvation (2 Co. 6:2; Is. 49:8).  Therefore, 

let us be diligent to proclaim the blessings of salvation to a lost and dying 

world. 

 

 

 



September 17, 2017 

“Living Holy and Godly” 
Main Point 

We must live holy and godly in this present wicked world because Christ 

is coming for a holy people set apart to God. 
 

Introduction 

What was Peter’s purpose in writing about the coming of the Lord?  He 

was not giving us a chronological timeline of the last days.  Instead, 

Peter gave us a clear warning.  This world as we know it will one day 

pass away – it will be no more – for it will come under the judgment of 

God (2 Pe. 3:10).  Peter’s point was readiness.  We must be prepared 

when Jesus comes or calls.  This is the message of the Scriptures because 

the Lord does not want anyone to perish (v. 9). 
 

Key Verse 

“Wherefore, beloved, seeing that ye look for such things, be diligent that 

ye may be found of him in peace, without spot, and blameless” (2 Pe. 

3:14). 
 

Lesson Summary 

Jesus taught, “Heaven and earth shall pass away, but my words shall not 

pass away” (Mt. 24:35).  Based on Christ’s teaching in 2 Peter 3:11-12, 

the apostle posed a question to provoke the saints: “What manner of 

persons ought ye to be in all holy conversation and godliness?”  Holiness 

is God’s standard for his church, here and now, as we prepare for 

Christ’s coming (Tit. 2:12-13).  We are not holy merely because the 

church endorses the truth, but rather holiness is a life of obedience to 

God that stems from a sanctified heart – a heart set apart to God (1 Pe. 

1:14-16).  After all, what good are right beliefs in the church without 

right practices among the members of the church?  Knowing the coming 

judgment of God upon this world – “Seeing then that all these things 

shall be dissolved” – we should make no room in our lives for sinful 

flesh (Ro. 13:14).  Where does this leave professing Christians who 

claim salvation yet find their fulfillment in the things of this world? 

Surely they should follow wholeheartedly the way of Christ.  Peter 

leaves no room for those who straddle both sides of the fence.  He does 

not blur the line between the church and the world.  The church will be 

saved, but this world will surely perish.  There simply is no in-between.  

The first part of Peter’s question, “what manner of persons ought ye to 

be,” speaks to our lifestyle; and the second part relates to our 



perspective: “Looking for and hasting unto the coming of the day of 

God” (2 Pe. 3:12).  Each day, when we awake and go about our 

responsibilities, what should be our predominant focus in life?  As 

Christians, we should live in the earnest expectation of Christ’s coming.  

Both of these aspects of our faith – the obligation to be holy and the 

expectation of Christ’s coming – will change our priorities and the way 

we live.  Peter wrote of the coming destruction of this present heaven 

and earth to emphasize that we must be a holy people: “Wherein the 

heavens being on fire shall be dissolved, and the elements shall melt with 

fervent heat” (v. 12; v. 10).  Although God will judge sinners and destroy 

this present world, the saints of God look for the promise of new heavens 

and a new earth.  The clear difference between this present world and the 

world to come is indwelling righteousness (v. 13).  Whereas the present 

world contains every kind of imaginable sin and wickedness, the future 

world – the new world – will only contain righteousness (Re. 21:1, 8, 

27).  For this reason, Peter admonished the church, the beloved, saying:  

“Seeing that ye look for such things, be diligent that ye may be found of 

him in peace, without spot, and blameless” (2 Pe. 3:14).  An important 

key in being ready for the coming of the Lord is looking: 1) “looking for 

and hasting unto the coming . . .” (v. 12); 2) “look for new heavens and a 

new earth” (v. 13); and 3) “seeing that ye look for such things” (v. 14).  

Why is looking for Christ’s coming so important?  Forgetful Christians – 

those who lose their heavenly, spiritual focus (Col. 3:1-5) – become 

worldly-minded and sinful.  As Jesus taught, if we are not looking for 

him when he comes, then we will be caught unaware and condemned 

with the wicked (Luke 21:33-36).   
 

Scripture Study 

Living holy in this present world – 2 Pe. 3:11-12; Tit. 2:12-13; 1 Pe. 

1:14-16; Ro. 13:14 

Looking for the world to come – 2 Pe. 3:12-14; Re. 21:1, 8, 27; Col. 3:1-

5; Lu. 21:33-36 
 

Conclusion 

Peter’s admonition to be ready for Christ’s coming centers on 

“diligence” – “Be diligent that ye may be found of him in peace, without 

spot, and blameless” (2 Pe. 3:14).  This admonition takes us back to 2 

Peter 1:10 – “Wherefore the rather, brethren, give diligence to make your 

calling and election sure: for if ye do these things, ye shall never fall.”  

Let us, therefore, be diligent to live holy and godly in this present wicked 

world because Christ is coming for a holy people set apart to him alone. 



September 24, 2017 

“Steadfastness” 
Main Point 
The church will fulfill her missionary purpose through remaining 

steadfast in the faith to the finish. 
 

Introduction 

Each year that passes without the coming of the Lord has afforded us 

another year of opportunity to win lost souls to Christ.  Although we are 

saved, how many people in our communities would eternally perish if 

Jesus came this very second?  Peter explained that Christ’s so-called 

“slackness” in coming again is nothing other than God’s longsuffering 

disposition toward humanity.  Christ is most assuredly coming again in 

God’s own time.  But until that day and hour, we should remain steadfast 

in the faith and win as many lost souls to Jesus as possible.  In today’s 

lesson, we will focus on fulfilling our missionary purpose in the world. 
 

Key Verse 

“Ye therefore, beloved, seeing ye know these things before, beware lest 

ye also, being led away with the error of the wicked, fall from your own 

stedfastness” (2 Pe. 3:17). 
 

Lesson Summary 

What was Peter’s rationale in explaining the delayed coming of the 

Lord?  He first wrote that the Lord is longsuffering (2 Pe. 3:9).  Then he 

said, “And account that the longsuffering of our Lord is salvation” (v. 

15).  Until the Lord comes, we, the church, have a missionary purpose 

that centers on reaching billions of lost souls with the gospel of salvation 

(Mk. 16:15-16).  It’s an enormous, incredible task.  Our mission is so 

extensive it encompasses “all the world,” yet our mission is so specific it 

targets “every creature” (v. 15).  Since we will never know the time of 

Christ’s coming, but only the signs, exactly when he will come is 

somewhat irrelevant for the saints (13:32-37).  The timing of Christ’s 

coming should not trouble us, as long as we are watching and praying 

until he comes.  What should truly concern us is fulfilling our mission in 

the world because souls in spiritual darkness depend on us to reveal the 

light of Christ’s salvation (Jn. 12:46; Mt. 5:14).  We should remember 

that the mission of the church was initially given to a small Jewish sect 

under the leadership of twelve apostles (Mt. 9:37-10:8).  During Jesus’ 

earthly ministry, the seeds of evangelism were planted in Galilee, Judea, 

Samaria, and beyond.  But the prospect of a fledgling band of believers 

going into the whole world with the gospel was huge.  Nevertheless, the 



New Testament saints “went every where preaching the word” and 

“turned the world upside down” (Ac. 8:4; 17:6).  Of course, they did this 

through the anointing and power of the Spirit (1:8).  Today, if we look at 

the big picture, it might seem impossible to finish what we are 

commissioned to do.  Where do we start?  The key to fulfilling our 

mission begins with obedience: going and preaching (Mk. 16:15).   To 

finish any job, we must simply start somewhere – anywhere and 

everywhere the Lord opens a door.  Jesus has commissioned us to finish 

what he began.  Knowing that our mission was/is Christ’s mission first 

and foremost, we then can be fully confident that as we commit 

ourselves to his mission and work diligently, the Lord will work in and 

through us by his Spirit to fulfill his mission (vv. 19-20).  Our mission is 

challenging, but we have an equally effective message.  The gospel we 

preach is powerful, yet simple (1 Co. 2:1-5).  Nevertheless, the truths of 

God’s Word are sometimes deep and mysterious (v. 10).  In fact, some 

truths are hard to understand and keep us seeking, praying, and searching 

the Scriptures in order to be effective.  As we move forward to fulfill our 

mission proclaiming the gospel in the world, we will contend with those 

who wrest (i.e. twist, pervert) the Scriptures, bringing destruction upon 

themselves and those who believe their erroneous doctrines (2 Pe. 3:16-

17; 2:1-2).  As Paul explained, in the face of such opposition, we must be 

established in the truths of the Scriptures (2 Ti. 2:14-18).  We must 

remain steadfast in the faith, growing in God’s grace and in the 

knowledge of Christ, in order fulfill our missionary purpose (2 Pe. 3:18). 
 

Scripture Study 

Our mission – 2 Pe. 3:9, 15; Mk. 16:15-20; Jn. 12:46; Mt. 5:14; Ac. 1:8; 

8:4; 17:6 

Our effectiveness – 1 Co. 2:1-5, 10; 2 Pe. 3:16-18; 2 Ti. 2:14-18 
 

Conclusion 

Peter closed his epistle with two possible outcomes for us: we will 

continue to grow in the Lord, or we will fall from our steadfastness.  

How important is our spiritual growth?  Our salvation depends on it.  As 

an old gospel song says, “Child, you either grow closer, or farther away.”  

The success of our mission will likewise depend on our spiritual growth.  

According to the Scriptures, the church will surely finish what God has 

destined her to accomplish, namely, taking the gospel to the ends of the 

earth and becoming a glorious church.  God’s church cannot be stopped.  

The church will grow and reach her appointed destination.  Our job as 

individual members is to be steadfast and faithful to the finish. 


