
    

 

 

 

  

 

Epistles of Peter - The First Epistle 
Lesson: “Spiritual Growth and Formation” – November 5, 2017 
Scripture: 1 Peter 2:1-6 
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Introduction to the Lesson: Do you realize that Christ is building his 

church at this very moment (Mt. 16:13-20), but only with those who will 

grow and be formed by the incorruptible, eternal Word of God? Peter 

expressed this very sentiment when comparing the perishable flesh to the 

eternal Word (1 Pe. 1:24-25). The apostle then goes on in chapter two to 

mention specific works of the flesh and calls upon the church to “lay aside” 

(reject) such sinful works.  He further encouraged them to desire the Word of 

God (i.e. Christ and his teachings). 

 

 

 

Key Verse: “Ye also, as lively stones, are built up a spiritual house, an 

holy priesthood, do offer up spiritual sacrifices, acceptable to God by Jesus 

Christ” (1 Pe. 2:5). 

 

 

 

 

Questions to Discuss: 

 Was God’s Word important to Job? (Job 23:12) 

 How did Christ resist Satan in the wilderness? How should you resist 

Satan? (Mt. 4:4; De. 8:3) 

Think About It: The apostle Peter stressed the contrast between obeying the 

flesh and obeying the Spirit, and between remaining babes in Christ and 

maturing into men and women of God. If the flesh and immaturity are 

followed, then fleshly works will likewise follow (1 Pe. 2:1). However, for 

those who continue on to spiritual maturity, spiritual fruits will follow (Ga. 

5:23-24).  By using terms like “grow,” “taste,” “newborn babes,” and “milk,” 

the apostle encouraged the members of the church to examine their personal 

spiritual growth. He further implied that a person who refuses to grow up in 

Christ remains a “baby” in the faith— unlearned and unskilled in the Word 

(He. 5:12-14; 2 Pe. 3:16). But hungering for and receiving spiritual 

nourishment from the Word of God is vital to the one who desires to grow up 

in the Lord. If a Christian rejects the Word of God, especially after “tasting” of 

it, and does not desire to mature in Christ, it is both unnatural and sinful (1 Pe. 

1:23; 2:2-3). Clearly, without the Word of God, we cannot grow up in the 

Lord.  There is no spiritual growth without the cleansing power and sanctifying 

work of God’s Word in our lives (Jn. 17:17; Ep. 4:15; 5:26-27).  Peter further 

explained that Christians must cease from sinful works and grow up spiritually 

because we have answered the call of God, who is holy.  We have come to 

Jesus Christ, the incorruptible Word of God, in order to be a sanctified and 

consecrated people (1 Pe. 2:4; 9; 1:15-16, 23). We come to the personal, 

eternal Word of God.  We do not trust a doctrine or a religious tradition for our 

salvation, but we believe in Jesus Christ and obey his words, which is the proof 

of genuine faith and discipleship. Peter believed in the exclusivity of Jesus 

Christ, saying, “This is the stone which was set at nought of you builders, 

which is become the head of the corner. Neither is there salvation in any other: 

for there is none other name under heaven given among men, whereby we must 

be saved” (Ac. 4:11-12).  When many of Jesus’ disciples were offended by his 

words (teachings), they turned from following him: “Then said Jesus unto the 

twelve, Will ye also go away?  Then Simon Peter answered him, Lord, to 

whom shall we go?  thou hast the words of eternal life.  And we believe and 

are sure that thou art that Christ, the Son of the living God” (Jn. 6:66-69).  

Truly, God is fulfilling his purpose in and through the church, but only with 

those who will submit themselves to Christ and his teachings.  The church is 

being built even as God is forming us in Christ’s likeness by his Word and 

Spirit.  Peter called Jesus a “living stone” in God’s house, the “chief 

cornerstone.”  Likewise, we are called “lively stones,” being spiritually formed 

and fitted (i.e. prepared and placed) into the building as it pleases God (1 Pe. 

2:4-6; 1 Co. 12:18).    

Conclusion: The cornerstone suggests not only the stability and foundation of 

a house, but also the measure and standard by which all else is built.  Christ is 

the living cornerstone in the house of God.  He is the only way to the Father; 

he is the truth and the life (Jn. 14:6).  Let’s build our lives on the Word of God. 
 

 

 

 

 

 



    

 

 

  

 

 
Epistles of Peter - The First Epistle 
Lesson: “Christ and the Church” – November 12, 2017 
Scripture: 1 Peter 2:5-9 
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Introduction to the Lesson: Some Christians may exaggerate the 

significance of the church to the point of deemphasizing Christ, and 

others may emphasize Christ to the point of minimizing the importance 

of the church.  In today’s lesson, we will examine the relationship of 

Christ and the church, and see how both of them together accomplish 

God’s mission in the world. 
 

 

 

 

 

Key Verse: “Wherefore also it is contained in the scripture, Behold, I lay 

in Sion a chief corner stone, elect, precious: and he that believeth on him 

shall not be confounded” (1 Pe. 2:6). 
 

 

 

 

 

Questions to Discuss: 

 Why is the church important? 

 1 Peter 2:6-7 states that Christ is both “elect” and “precious.” 

Name some other words to describe Christ which have similar 

meaning? 

Think About It: Christ alone is the “chief corner stone” and “high priest 

over the house of God” (1 Pe. 2:6; He. 10:21). Through him, we also, “as 

lively stones, are built up a spiritual house, an holy priesthood” (1 Pe. 2:5, 

9).  The identity of the church (individual members and corporate body) 

depends on Jesus Christ.  The profound importance of Christ to the church 

is undeniable.  He is “elect” and “precious” to us (1 Pe. 2:6-7).  What then 

is the importance of the church to Christ?  Quoting from the prophet 

Isaiah, Peter declared, “Behold, I lay in Sion a chief corner stone” (v. 6; Ia. 

28:16).  Of course, Zion refers to the church; and the cornerstone refers to 

Christ.  Christ, the cornerstone, is laid in the church at its very foundation 

(1 Co. 3:11; Ep. 2:20).  “Behold, I lay in Sion a chief corner stone” 

expresses God’s purpose in Christ through the church and God’s purpose 

in the church by Jesus Christ.  First, let us consider God’s purpose in 

Christ through the church.  His primary purpose in coming was to save the 

lost (Jn. 3:16-17; Lu. 19:10).  Being laid in Zion, Christ is not separated 

from the church, but he is a part of the church – the very foundation of 

God’s house.  The church is therefore an extension of Christ, being built 

upon him.  Likewise, we are his body, his hands and feet extended to the 

world.  So Christ’s purpose is our purpose.  We, therefore, are sent by 

Christ into the world with his message of salvation through faith and 

repentance (Mk. 1:15).  Now, let us consider God’s purpose in the church 

by Jesus Christ.  The church will take the gospel into the whole world and 

fulfill Christ’s great mission (Mt. 24:14; Mk. 16:15; Ac. 1:8).  In addition 

to fulfilling his mission, God has foreordained a perfect, united, and 

glorious church at his coming (Ep. 1:9-10; 4:13; 5:26-27; Is. 60:1, 7; 1 Pe. 

2:9).  However, in order to become and fulfill what God has purposed, the 

church must be fully led by the Spirit (Jn. 14:16; Jn. 15:4-5). We know 

this will be accomplished because Christ gave himself for the church and 

“purchased [the church] with his own blood” (Ep. 5:25; Ac. 20:28).  He 

“nourishes and cherishes” the church (Ep. 5:29); his desire is toward the 

church (Song 7:10). 

 

Conclusion: Both Christ and the church together will finish God’s mission 

in the world.  We see the significance of Jesus Christ to the church.  To us 

who believe, he is indeed precious (1 Pe. 2:7).  Likewise, we see how 

important the church is to Christ.   We count it a great privilege to “show 

forth the [marvelous] praises of him” in a sinful, dark world (v. 9). 
 

 

 

 



    

 

 

  

 

 
Epistles of Peter – The First Epistle 

Lesson: “Set Apart in Christ” – November 19, 2017 
Scripture: 1 Peter 2:8-14 
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Introduction to the Lesson: What sets the church apart from all other 

people?  We are distinguished by our faithful obedience to Christ and 

God’s Word (1 Pe. 1:2, 14, 22; compare 2:7-8). A person can be a part of 

an elite generation, religion, nation, or people, but still not be God’s 

chosen. Faith in and obedience to Christ is required (2:9).  
 

 

 

 

 

 

Key Verse: “But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy 

nation, a peculiar people; that ye should show forth the praises of him who 

hath called you out of darkness into his marvellous light” (1 Pe. 2:9). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Questions to Discuss: 

 Should a Christian ever obey man's law if it defies God’s Word?  

 In what ways are we “in this world” but not “of this world?” 

Think About It: As the apostle Peter explained, our obedience or 

disobedience to Christ determines our spiritual significance and eternal 

outcome. The disobedient are offended by the Word of God (1 Pe. 

2:8).  Without faith in Christ, they have no hope of salvation (1 Pe. 1:3, 

9).  However, our significance and outcome are entirely 

different.  Through our faith and obedience to Christ and God’s Word, 

we manifest God’s light in a dark, sinful world.  As we walk in his light, 

we display his glory and praises before the world (1 Pe. 2:9; Ep. 5:8; Mt. 

5:14-16).  Through Christ, we then shine uniquely and distinctly.  But 

before we came to Christ, we were nothing special; we were mere 

sinners in a fallen, sinful world already under the judgment of God (Jn. 

3:18-19).  Thus, it does not matter with whom we associate ourselves in 

this present world, only Christ can give us acceptance and special 

standing with God.  Only through him do we obtain the mercy and favor 

of God that we so desperately need (1 Pe. 2:10).  Having become God’s 

people – being chosen, royal, holy, and peculiar – we are then called to 

abstain from fleshly lusts and worldly desires.  Peter described us as 

“strangers and pilgrims” – outsiders – who don’t belong to the world (1 

Pe. 2:11; Jn. 17:14-16).  As spiritual foreigners, we no longer believe or 

behave like the world.  Instead, we have a heavenly citizenship – a 

citizenship not of this world (1 Pe. 1:2, 4, 15, 17; 2:9, 11). Peter therefore 

admonished the saints to pursue a good life with good works that glorify 

God (2:12).  Moreover, as citizens of heaven, we should be role-model 

citizens upon the earth (Tit. 3:1).  “Having your conversation honest 

among the Gentiles” can be understood in the admonition, “Submit 

yourselves to every ordinance of man for the Lord’s sake” (1 Pe. 2:12-

13).  The saints are urged to exemplify respectable Christian character 

and behavior through good citizenship.  We should keep the ordinances 

of man’s law, so long as it does not conflict with God’s Word, 

recognizing that God sets powers, authorities, and governments in place 

for the good of humanity (1 Pe. 2:14; Ro. 13:1-4).  We thus submit to the 

ordinances of human government because it’s the right thing to do (Ro. 

13:5). 

 

Conclusion: The church is set apart in Christ.  We are not of this world; 

we are distinct from it.  Our citizenship is in heaven, and we are living in 

this world as heavenly citizens.  Because of this, we believe and live 

differently from the world around us.  Our Christ-like lifestyle and 

behavior sets us apart and serves as a powerful witness of the 

transforming power of the gospel. 
 

 

 

 

 



    

 

 

 
Epistles of Peter – The First Epistle 
Lesson: “Suffering with Christ” – November 26, 2017 
Scripture: 1 Peter 2:19-25; 3:13-18; 4:1-2, 12-14, 19; 5:10-11 
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Introduction to the Lesson: Suffering was one of the apostle’s major 

themes in writing to the saints.  God wanted them to understand why 

they were suffering, the need to suffer faithfully, and his ultimate goal in 

their suffering.  So Peter wrote to console and to encourage the saints to 

press onward in the faith.  In today’s lesson, we will consider what it 

means to suffer with Christ. 
 

 

 

Key Verse: “For even hereunto were ye called: because Christ 

also suffered for us, leaving us an example, that ye should 

follow his steps” (1 Peter 2:21). 
 

 

 

 

 

Questions to Discuss: 

 How does suffering for what is right reveal Christ? 

 Can God’s will for our lives be fulfilled in suffering? Explain.  

Think About It: In John 15:18-19, Jesus said, “If the world hate you, ye 

know that it hated me before it hated you.  If ye were of the world, the 

world would love his own: but because ye are not of the world, but I 

have chosen you out of the world, therefore the world hateth 

you.”  These words of Jesus provide a backdrop for today’s 

lesson.  Christ is the pattern we follow.  Jesus patiently suffered the 

shame of the cross giving his life for us, and he did so without sinning, 

complaining, reviling, or threatening others.  When done wrong, he did 

not take matters into his own hands.  Instead of retaliating against his 

enemies, he completely placed himself in the hands of God and trusted in 

his righteous judgment.  He knew his Father was in control.  Jesus 

therefore fully surrendered himself to do the will of God, and he allowed 

God to direct the outcome.  As Christians, we are called to be like Christ 

– to follow his example and to walk in his footsteps.  When we suffer 

according to the will of God, we are being like Jesus.  This is what it 

means to be a true disciple and follower of Christ (Ph. 3:10).  Peter 

explained that our Christian calling requires us to face suffering and trials 

with grace and endurance.  If we suffer patiently for doing right, then we 

are in good company and have the assurance of God’s approval, whether 

others accept us or not (1 Pe. 2:19-25; He. 11:35-39; 2 Ti. 2:12).  Doing 

what is good and right in God’s sight, especially in the face of opposition 

and persecution, will securely preserve his love and peace in our hearts 

(Mt. 5:43-45).  “But and if ye suffer for righteousness sake, happy are 

ye” (1 Pe. 3:14).  Peter was alluding to the beatitudes in Christ’s Sermon 

on the Mount (Mt. 5:10-12).  Clearly, being Christians, we will suffer, 

even as we do right, and in fact, because we do right. By always doing 

what is right, and by suffering opposition with godly patience, we 

demonstrate our faith and confidence in God, and expose the error of our 

accusers (1 Pe. 3:13-18).  As we go through “the fiery trial,” we are 

“partakers of Christ’s sufferings” (1 Pe. 4:12-14).  Suffering isn’t a 

pleasurable experience.  But through it all, God is getting us ready for 

heaven – spiritually perfecting us – by accomplishing his will in our lives 

(4:1-2, 19; 5:10-11; Ja. 1:2-4).  

 

Conclusion: Sometimes, it’s difficult to imagine how suffering can 

possibly fit into God’s will and plan for our lives.  But God is looking at 

things from an eternal perspective.  His ultimate goal for us is taking us 

to heaven.  Whatever we go through in this life in order to fulfill God’s 

will, we can be sure that our eternal reward will far outweigh our 

temporary trials. 
 

 

 

 

 

 


