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The General Assembly:
The Highest Tribunal of Authority in the Church 

     The first General Assembly recorded in Acts 15 was a demonstration of the New Testament church’s 
government and divine order. No doubt the unity of the church would have been shattered in its infancy if the 
decisions of this government had not been respected and obeyed. For the church had become passionately divided 
in opinion over two issues: namely, the practice of circumcision and certain dietary laws that had been observed 
under the Old Covenant. The fundamental issue at stake was this: What was the basis of the church’s fellowship? 
Could believing Jews fellowship with believing Gentiles who had not been circumcised and were eating things 
unlawful under the Old Covenant? These issues were settled in divine order in the council in Jerusalem (A.D. 
51/52). This is why our forefathers declared early in our historical development that the “General Assembly is 
the highest tribunal of authority in the church on earth.” 
       Three things are worth noting in examining the procedures and principles followed by the apostles and 
elders in that first General Assembly: 

         1. The whole church came together to address the issues, not just the bishops and elders. This is clear 
from Acts 15.4, 12, 22, 28. The church from the beginning was therefore obviously not an Episcopal or 
Presbyterian form of government. Moreover, since delegates from many of the local churches were present 
and participated, and the decisions were kept uniformly by all the churches (vv. 23, 30, 31; 16.4-5), the 
government was obviously not Congregational in form and practice. It is clear also that, though the apostles 
and elders led the way in the discussions (15.6-18), everyone present participated  and agreed together in the 
final decisions (vv. 22, 25, 28).          

      2.  The highest authority in this council was God and His Word in Holy Scripture. This may be seen in 
James’ decision [the Council’s moderator], which he based on “the words of the prophets” (vv. 15-17), and on 
what “seemed good to the Holy Ghost and to us” (v. 28). This formula---God and His Word in Holy Scripture, 
the guidance of the Holy Spirit, and the mutual agreement among the Assembly delegates on the meaning 
of the Scriptures---is what we call “theocratic government.” We believe this is the biblical model for church 
government in distinction from Episcopal, Presbyterian and Congregational models.  

 3. There was a duly recognized order for the meeting and due respect given to its authorized officers in 
charge: and not insignificantly there was also apparently a deep spirituality among the delegates. One by one 
those who had something to contribute to the council’s understanding were given liberty to speak---Peter, Paul, 
James (the Lord’s brother), et al.---and this brought about the necessary light and understanding to resolve the 
issues. The believing Pharisees who had been contrary in opinion apparently were enlightened and came into 
agreement with the final decision. It is possible that some may have went out from this meeting and later joined 
with the Judaizers to form a dissenting sect (v. 24), but this dissenting sect was certainly not God’s church: for 
it taught and practiced things contrary to the apostles’ and elders’ doctrine and the church’s rule of faith and 
practice (cf. Acts 15.25-31; 16.4-5).   
      Too much emphasis cannot be put upon the need for right living and a moderate spirit in the process of discussing 
and settling issues. Hear the apostle, “Let your moderation be known unto all men. The Lord is at hand” (Phil. 
4.5). This is of paramount importance. The General Assembly is no place for arrogant, stubborn spirits and self-
willed dispositions. On the contrary, love, meekness, and mutual respect among brethren must prevail if the 
church is going to function in divine order. Further, we are called to “reason together” with God (Is.1.18); after 
all, all men are finite and prone to misjudgment; only God is infinite and infallible. Therefore, we will “come to 
the knowledge of the truth” only in humbleness of mind and by submitting to the preeminence of the Holy Spirit.      
        This special gathering---the General Assembly---should be grounded in much prayer with fasting. 
Consecrating ourselves through spiritual disciplines is necessary if we want the atmosphere of this important 
meeting to be charged with the presence of the Lord; and if we truly desire the Holy Ghost to reveal the mind 
and power of Christ. Only in this way can we answer the apostolic call in Zion Assembly to be “an holy 
nation”---“an habitation of God through the Spirit,” and the “pillar and ground of the truth.” 

Editorials . . .
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 The dictionary defines chief as one who is the 
highest in rank or authority, the head or leader of an 
organized body; executive means having power to put 
plans, actions, or laws into effect; a person responsible for 
the administration of a business.
 When we say, “The Holy Ghost . . . the Chief 
Executive,” we are not saying that we worship three gods 
and rank them from least to greatest. Rather, we are saying 
that we worship one Godhead or Divinity who exists in 
three persons---the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost; and these 
three persons are eternal, all-knowing, and 
all-powerful. Further, we are able by the 
grace of God to distinguish and discern their 
distinctive offices in the work of salvation. 
Jesus spoke in John 16 of the distinctive work 
of the Holy Spirit who proceeds from the 
Father, and in chapter 17 He revealed in His 
high priestly prayer that He and the Father are 
one (see also 10.30). We can see then that the 
three persons of the Trinity work together as 
one God in the plan of salvation.
 As I prayed for this message, I 
felt something very heavy on my heart; I 
remembered a quote by William Booth: “The 
chief danger that will confront the coming 
century is religion without the Holy Ghost, 
Christianity without Christ, forgiveness 
without repentance, salvation without 
regeneration, politics without God, heaven 
without hell.” The apostle Paul wrote a letter 
to Timothy, stating that the last days would be dangerous 
times, that men would be lovers of pleasures and their own 
selves, rather than lovers of God. He said they will have 
a form of godliness, but will deny the POWER thereof! 
Paul gave further warning, that in the last days many 
will “not endure sound doctrine, but after their own lusts 
shall they heap up for themselves teachers, having itchy 
ears; and they shall turn away their ears from the truth, 
and shall be turned unto fables.” He encourages Timothy 
by stating, “NEVERTHELESS, WATCH THOU IN ALL 
THINGS, ENDURE AFFLICTIONS, DO THE WORK 
OF AN EVANGELIST, MAKE FULL PROOF OF YOUR 
MINISTRY.” As I observe the time we live in today, I see 
the rejection of the sovereignty and power of God. It’s not 
only in the world and among sinners, but to some degree in 
the house of God! It is vital that we allow the Holy Ghost 
to be the Chief Executive in our lives and in God’s house 
(Eph. 2.19-22; 4.1-6).  
 In Matthew 7, Jesus warns against those who will 

proclaim that they have done great works in His name, yet 
they manifest no signs that they have been changed by His 
grace and power. He will thus profess to them, “I never 
knew you: depart from me, you that work iniquity.” Iniquity 
is the sin of lawlessness. To be lawless is to be without law, 
or to act without regard to the law. Jesus said, “It is written, 
man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that 
proceedeth out of the mouth of God.” James said, “Don’t 
be hearers only but doers of the word, least you deceive 
yourself.” The God of mercy declared, “I will make a new 

covenant with the house Israel. I will put My 
law in their minds, and write it on their hearts; 
and I will be their God, and they shall be My 
people . . . I will forgive their iniquity, and 
their sin I will remember no more.” Again He 
declared through Ezekiel: “I will give you a 
new heart and put a new spirit within you; I 
will take the heart of stone out of your flesh 
and give you a heart of flesh. I will put My 
Spirit within you and cause you to walk in My 
statutes, and to keep My judgments and do 
them.”
 Our Presiding Bishop, Wade H. Phillips, 
preached in his 2005 annual address a section 
entitled, “What it means to be saved.” He stated 
this very important point and I quote, “What 
does it mean to be saved? The answer to this 
question is critical in determining what kind 
of church we will be, and especially whose 
church we will be.” When I read his address 

it placed a strong conviction in my heart. Listen to what he 
said, “IT IS CRITICAL.” I want to help build the house of 
God and lead God’s people in the truth.  

A major text to be considered is in John 16:7-16: 

“Nevertheless I tell you the truth; it is expedient 
for you that I go away: for if I go not away, the 
Comforter will not come unto you; but if I depart, 
I will send him unto you. And when he is come, he 
will reprove the world of sin, and of righteousness, 
and of judgment: Of sin, because they believe 
not on me; of righteousness, because I go to my 
Father, and ye see me no more; of judgment, 
because the prince of this world is judged. I have 
yet many things to say unto you, but ye cannot 
bear them now. Howbeit when he, the Spirit of 
truth, is come, he will guide you into all truth: for 
he shall not speak of himself; but whatsoever he 

The Holy Ghost . . . the Chief Executive of the Church

Note: this message was preached on June 10th by Bishop Pete Sarry during the North 
Pacific Coast Regional Convention held at Arroyo Grande, CA.  

law in their minds, and write it on their hearts; 
and I will be their God, and they shall be My 
people . . . I will forgive their iniquity, and 
their sin I will remember no more.”
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Pastor Pete Sarry
Highgrove, California
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shall hear, that shall he speak: and he will shew 
you things to come.”

In view of this powerful passage, I feel the need to remind 
us of some basics of our faith. First, if we are not diligent 
and sober-minded, we can lose focus of who we are, and 
where we are going. Jesus is teaching the disciples about 
the importance of the work of the Holy Spirit. These verses 
take me back to October 1999. This was the time in my life 
that I began to experience conviction. I was getting tired 
of the life that I was living. It was filled with drugs and 
alcohol. 2 Corinthians 7:10 says, “Godly sorrow worketh 
(produces) repentance unto salvation.” I felt that the 
choices I had made in my life were an offense to God. I also 
realized that my marriage was falling apart because of the 
sinful decisions I was making. For the next three months 
conviction got heavier upon my heart and mind. 
 My response to the guilt I was feeling was to start 
attending church services on Sundays. In January of 2000, 
I attended the services of a congregation in our former 
fellowship in Riverside. I would get both my children 
dressed to attend services with me. I began to hear the Word 
of God preached for the first 
time in my life. After services, 
I would go home and wrestle 
within myself because I felt 
the pastor, whom I had never 
met personally, was talking 
directly to me. I would get 
angry and think someone 
was telling him about me. 
What Jesus said in John 16 
was becoming a reality in 
my life. The Holy Spirit was 
convicting my heart through 
the grace of God. Grace was 
revealing to me righteousness 
in the eyes of God. As foolish and ignorant as I was in the 
things of God, my heart was beginning to understand the 
way God sees and judges sin. I believed there were big 
sins and little sins. The deception was that I was going 
to heaven as long as I was not committing “BIG SINS.” 
 After attending Sunday services faithfully for 
three months, I asked the pastor if I could have a home 
service. We scheduled it for Sunday March 26, 2000. The 
youth pastor came out that evening with a few members 
from the local congregation; we also invited a few family 
members. The young minister shared some scriptures, and 
then his personal testimony of coming to Christ. It was his 
testimony that really got my attention. Everything he was 
saying was relating to my life. He then said, “Let’s have 
a prayer,” and I said within myself, “I don’t know how 
to pray, I’ve never prayed before.” So, as I listened to the 
words of those around me that were praying, I began to tell 
the Lord what I was feeling deep in my heart, and pleaded 
with Him, “Lord, change my life!” That is all I keep saying 
to Him. Then I began to feel something I had never felt 
before---the presence of God! It was so powerful that I fell 
on my knees and began to cry out, “Lord, change my life!” 

No one had to tell me that it was God. The Holy Spirit, the 
Chief Executive of the church, revealed to me that God was 
truly in my living room, and doing something within me. I 
knew in my heart that I was not the same person. Yet I did 
not testify that I was born again, regenerated, or converted 
by the power of God’s grace, because I did not have the 
light of that knowledge. I did not know any Scriptures. I did 
not own a Bible. I did not know Jesus was the Son of God. 
I did not know about His crucifixion or resurrection. Still, I 
went to work the next day, and during the course of the day, 
I said a bad [profane] word. I had used that word plenty of 
times in the past, but something was different that day. I felt 
dirty (unclean) and guilty, and this was very strange to me. 
But I went along with what I was feeling inside of me and 
asked God to forgive me. And I also asked Him: “What did 
you do in my life?” 
 Now I’ve said all this to say, what I experienced is 
written in John 1.4:  “. . . in [Christ] was life; and the life 
was the light of men.” Well, what is this life? It does not refer 
to physical life, but rather to spiritual life in God! When a 
person is dead in his sins and trespasses, he is alienated 
from the life of God. His sins separate him from God. He is 

empty, lost, without hope, 
and without peace. This 
Life is the most essential 
attribute of God. It is life 
eternal, divine life---life 
in the Spirit! This life is 
foreign to the sinner and 
unbeliever. It is invisible 
to those in darkness. It is 
the Spirit that gives light 
and knowledge. The light 
is the manifestation of 
the invisible life! In Zion 
Assembly, we cannot lose 
focus of who we are, and 

what our purpose is. 
 I have learned quite a few things since joining 
Zion Assembly in 2005. I thought in the beginning that my 
decision was to continue to stand on a few doctrines that 
were being changed in our former fellowship, namely, to 
avoid outward adornment and to stand uncompromisingly 
on the principle that only death can dissolve a marriage, if 
that marriage was entered into by covenant and honored by 
God. Notwithstanding, I soon learned that though doctrine 
is necessary and important, it is the LIFE OF GOD and the 
power of the Holy Spirit that is essential to the existence of 
the church of God! The sign over our door does not make us 
God’s church. It takes more than simply holding to certain 
doctrines to make you God’s church. The divine witness 
of the Holy Spirit within the body is equally important and 
fundamental to our identity! Let us not get it backwards; it 
is not the light that gives life, but rather the life that gives 
the light! Sometimes we seem to want to impress ourselves 
with knowledge and revelation, and we forget the source of 
where it is coming from. Jesus said, “Ye are the light of the 
world, a city set upon a hill that cannot be hid.” That city 
in all its brightness and glory cannot illuminate on its own. 

“When a person is dead in his sins and trespasses, 
he is alienated from the life of God. His sins separate 
him from God. He is empty, lost, without hope, and 
without peace. This Life is the most essential attribute 
of God. It is life eternal, divine life---life in the Spirit! 
This life is foreign to the sinner and unbeliever. It is 
invisible to those in darkness. It is the Spirit that gives 
light and knowledge. The light is the manifestation 
of the invisible life! In Zion Assembly, we cannot 
lose focus of who we are, and what our purpose is.” 
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There is a heavenly source that illuminates it, and that is 
the glory and the brightness of the LIFE of God---His very 
being! Jesus said, “I am come to give you life, and life more 
abundantly.” 
 It is this Life in God that we must seek on a daily 
basis. There is power through the grace of God. Church, we 
must awake out of our sleep and grow up in Christ. Satan, our 
adversary, wants to divide the church and cause disruption 
among us. Because we lack the desire to seek more of the 
life of God, we tend to look at others in the church and 
criticize. Works of the flesh are manifested, and we begin 
to judge one another on the basis of personal feelings, 
prejudices, opinions, and assumptions. We talk about the 
leadership, the pastors, the ministry, and even the bishops. 
This leads to sins of whispering, backbiting, gossiping, 
slandering, jealousies, envies, and even hatred. WE MUST 
GIVE WAY FOR THE HOLY GHOST TO BE THE CHIEF 
EXECUTIVE OF THE 
CHURCH! He must 
be allowed to lead and 
guide us, and mold and 
condition our attitudes 
and perspectives. Do 
not misunderstand: I 
am for the doctrine and 
teachings of the church. 
However, I have seen in 
my 17 years in serving 
God, that there are 
things that we do that 
do not please God, and 
we have consequently 
lost people because 
of it. Let me give an 
example. I have seen 
individuals come into our churches and confess to be saved, 
and desire to fellowship with Zion. Then we find out that 
their marital status does not line up with the Scriptures, 
because one of the individuals had been previously 
married, and his/her companion is still living. These kind 
of situations have occasioned some to say, “They can’t be 
saved,” and thus we de-Christianize them and treat them as 
heathen. Someone will say, “Well, I told them the truth,” 
and they have not responded to what I told them. But, see, 
time must be given to them to weigh our words and our 
interpretation of the Scriptures; they must be convinced by 
the Holy Ghost and the Scriptures that our witness is true 
and consistent with the judgment of God. 
 I am not saying to compromise the truth about a 
biblical marriage, but we must be patient with people; and, 
after all God is the final Judge---He judges those without 
the church, we judge those within (1 Cor. 5.12-13). We must 
see sin the way God sees sin, and we must judge sin the 
way God judge’s sin. We must learn to take people under 
the care of the church without compromising the truth.
I do not say to take them into the church, but rather to take 
them under the care of the church---to love them and gently 
show them the way.     
            Another important issue to address is that we 

must be patient with our young people. We need to 
have a burden to mentor them, and to give them room 
for development: and to always remember that we do not 
“have dominion over [their] faith, but are helpers of [their] 
joy” (2 Cor. 1.24). I hear the following sentiment expressed 
often: “But that’s not the way we’ve done it in the past.” 
I do not wish to offend here, but still I feel impressed to 
say, “WAKE UP CHURCH!” We are living in a different 
time---in the very last days. This generation is in gross 
darkness---darkness is covering the earth (Is. 60.2). At one 
time there were other religious organizations preaching a 
solid message of regeneration, sanctification and holiness, 
but not so much nowadays. So we need to be more patient 
with the multitudes that are grossly in the dark, who seem 
sincerely not to understand what is sinful and what is not. 
Many in this generation simply don’t know any better---and 
thus we should plead for them, “Father forgive them, for 

they know not what 
they do!” 
 In closing, six 
months after I received 
salvation, I was praying 
in my bedroom. The 
Lord spoke to my heart 
very clearly, and said, 
“Don’t represent the 
world, but represent 
Me.” I got up from that 
prayer, went into my 
bathroom, and looked 
in the mirror. I saw the 
earrings in my ears and 
the gold chains around 
my neck, and because 
of the life of God that 

was now within me, and the desire I now had to grow in 
grace, I removed them and have never worn them again. 
The Spirit of God gave me understanding of the heart and 
mind of God---DIVINE REVELATION! It was grace that 
was teaching me to deny ungodliness and worldly lust and 
showing me how to live soberly and godly. Thank God that 
no one in the church came up to me with a pre-judging 
attitude: for I don’t know how I might have responded. 
WE NEED THE HOLY GHOST TO BE THE CHIEF 
EXECUTIVE of the church! We need to follow His leading 
and let Him guide us into all truth and righteousness! 
 Where we go from here and how to get there 
depends on our submission to the leadership of the Holy 
Spirit. Church, we have been commissioned to preach 
this Gospel to a lost and dying world. The Lord has 
also exhorted us to make ourselves ready to receive the 
“other sheep.” Now notice carefully, He says, “And 
other sheep I have . . . them also I must bring, and they 
shall hear My voice . . .” As we grow up and embody 
the Life of God, He will reveal His plan and purpose to 
us, and help us to execute it for His honor and glory! 

“It is this Life in God that we must seek on a daily basis. There 
is power through the grace of God. Church, we must awake 
out of our sleep and grow up in Christ. Satan, our adversary, 
wants to divide the church and cause disruption among us. 
Because we lack the desire to seek more of the life of God, 
we tend to look at others in the church and criticize. Works of 
the flesh are manifested, and we begin to judge one another 
on the basis of personal feelings, prejudices, opinions, and 
assumptions. We talk about the leadership, the pastors, the 
ministry, and even the bishops. This leads to sins of whispering, 
backbiting, gossiping, slandering, jealousies, envies, and 
even hatred. WE MUST GIVE WAY FOR THE HOLY GHOST 
TO BE THE CHIEF EXECUTIVE OF THE CHURCH.”
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Going in the Power of the Spirit: 
Proclaiming the True Gospel to this Generation

Note: this message was preached by Pastor Art Carrillo on June 11th in the  North 
Pacific Coast regional convention held at Arroyo Grande, California. It has been edited 
for this edition of the paper.  

Greetings fellow saints and friends in the North Pacific Coast Region. I want to especially and 
respectfully acknowledge our regional overseer, Bishop A.B. White and our International Offices’ 
representative, Scott E. Neill, and all of our pastors, ministers, and workers in this region. God bless 
you all, and praise be unto God!

 “Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the 
Holy Ghost: Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you 
always, even unto the end of the world. Amen” (Mt. 28.19-20)

 Before Christ ascended back to heaven, He issued 
to His church what has come to be known as the “Great 
Commission.” A “commission” is “an authoritative com-
mand; a directive by someone who holds authority.” Thus 
we might say, Jesus gave the church her “marching orders” 
when He said, “Go . . .”  He was telling us exactly what He 
expected us to do in His physical absence.
 The disciples took the Lord’s command very 
seriously. They went into all of the world and shared the full 
Gospel of Christ; and thousands upon thousands of people 
heard the Gospel. Praise God! And they repented of their 
sins, believed in and received the Lord into their hearts by 
faith, and were saved by the grace of God. The church’s 
message was so powerful, and her witness so  effective, that 
the critics in that day accused the ministers and members of 
“turning the world upside down” (Acts 17:6).
 The mandate or official order is to “Go!” This is 
a word that indicates action. We cannot “Go” if we are 
standing still. We cannot “Go” and stay where we are at the 
same time. We must move! Amen.

In context, this literally means AS YOU GO or AS 
YOU PASS THROUGH this world take the Gospel message 
along with you. Share it with EVERYONE you meet along 
the way. There are two ways that we can do this:

1) It involves our lifestyle. 

“Ye are the salt of the earth: but if the salt have lost 
his savor, wherewith shall it be salted? it is thenceforth 
good for nothing, but to be cast out, and to be trodden 
under foot of men. Ye are the light of the world. A city 

that is set on a hill cannot be hid. Neither do men light a 
candle, and put it under a bushel, but on a candlestick; 
and it giveth light unto all that are in the house. Let 
your light so shine before men, that they may see your 
good works, and GLORIFY your Father which is in 
heaven” (Mt. 5.13-16). 

Like salt, our life should create a thirst in people for our 
Lord. Our joy, peace, and peculiar lifestyle---our distinctions 
from the world---will cause people to want to know “why” 
we are like we are. Our lives should be like a great spotlight 
that reflects and shows forth the glory of Jesus Christ. IF
Christ IS truly the focus of our lives, THEN men will see 
Him lived out through us day by day. 

2) The second way to share the Gospel message involves 
our lips. We are told to “teach.” This word brings with it 
the idea of “making disciples” and instructing. We are to 
live the right kind of life, but we are also told to SHARE 
our faith vocally. We are to TELL a lost world what Jesus 
Christ has done for us, and what He can do for them---that 
is, if they will only trust in Him. IT IS NOT ENOUGH 
JUST TO SHOW forth the Gospel by our lives, WE 
MUST ALSO SAY IT with our lips! 

 “Go . . . PREACH the Gospel to every creature.” This word 
“preach” comes from a Greek word that means “to herald” 
or “to declare”---“to call out loudly.” Like a King’s herald, 
we are to travel the highways and the byways of life, lifting 
our voices and declaring the Gospel of grace, mercy, peace, 
and power!

Continued on page 14
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Make Plans Now to Attend . . .

Fourteenth Annual

General Assembly
Zion Assembly Church of God

September 5-10, 2017
United Christian Church

2200 Peerless Road
Cleveland, Tennessee

(Take I-75 to Exit 25 in Cleveland. Go southeast on 25th Street
[approximately 1/3 of a mile] turn right on Peerless Rd, go about

1000 ft. The United Christian Church is located on the left)

Theme:

“Show the House to the House”
Note: There are several motels located within one mile of the Assembly Auditorium, just off

exits 25 and 27. See motel phone numbers below to make reservations for your rooms.
There are also many restaurants in the area, some within a stone’s throw of the Assembly Auditorium. 

Days Inn  (423) 476-2112
Douglas Inn  (423) 559-5579
Econo Lodge  (423) 472-3281
Travel Inn  (423) 472-2185
Knights Inn  (423) 478-1137
Mountain View Inn (423) 472-1504
La Quinta   (423) 813-7300
Comfort Inn  (423) 339-1000

Exclusive Quarters (423) 479-1333
Classic Suites  (423) 339-4900
Ramada Inn  (423) 472-5566
Royal Inn  (423) 472-5850
Super 8  (423) 476-5555
Holiday Inn  (423) 654-0230
Fairfield Inn  (423) 664-2501

Exit 25 Exit 27

[Note: Comfort Inn rooms are $75 nightly for Assembly delegates]
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United Christian Church
Site of 14th Annual General Assembly

The King’s Messengers from Virginia

Special Guest Singers. . .
Welcome!

              
 The anticipation of a 
glorious week with the Lord 
and His people is building as 
we approach the opening of the 
Fourteenth Annual Assembly. 
Only the Lord knows all that will 
transpire during this important 
event: but we are expecting divine 
interventions  and manifestations 
of the miraculous---the operations 
of spiritual gifts, divine healings, 
anointed sermons, various kinds of deliverances, messages 
in tongues with interpretations, inspired programs and 
moves of God, and special instructions from the Spirit to 
guide the church into the months and years ahead. Amen.
          Remember Assembly Day of Prayer on August 
13th. We want to encourage all of our ministers and 
members to be especially prayerful, and to consecrate 
themselves; so that together we may hear from Heaven 
and be able to know the will of the Lord and discern 
His instructions to us. Surely we need light and 
power from Heaven to fulfill our global mission.
         We are expecting everyone to come to this Assembly 
fully surrendered to the Lord: so that we may leave the 
Assembly energized and equipped to wage a successful 
warfare against the world, the flesh, and the  devil.

transpire during this important 

Wade H. Phillips
Presiding Bishop
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North/South Carolina Convention Report

“CAROLINAS” REGIONAL CONVENTION 

 The Regional Convention for the “Carolinas” was held July 7-9, 2017 at the 
Greenville, South Carolina church.  Our Headquarters Representative was our Presiding 
Bishop, Wade H. Phillips. The theme of our convention was “Knowing the Time.”  
 The Convention began on Friday night with a wonderful message by our Greenville 
pastor, Todd McDonald, entitled, “A Time to Awake Out of Sleep.” We were then 
blessed by a special song by Andy Davis from Pelzer followed by an outstanding 
message by our Presiding Bishop entitled, “Go-Come-Be.” 
 Saturday morning began with a timely sermon from Andrea Faye Davis, church 
minister of the Taylors church, entitled, “A Time to Cast Off the Works of Darkness.”  
Another highlight from Saturday morning was a World Mission update from our 
World Mission director, Scott E. Neill.  Brother Neill then brought a wonderful sermon 
followed by a time of prayer for the sick and those in need.  The ministers and regional 
workers then enjoyed a lunch buffet honoring them and their hard work this past year.
 Saturday night was “Youth Night” in charge of our regional youth directors, 
Gavan McDonald and Katie Busbee. This included an instrumental solo by Crystal 

Martinez (Pelzer) and a duet by the McDonald sisters.  Brother Gavan then challenged us to 
take inventory of our spiritual lives to see if we are truly manifesting the “Fruit of the Spirit.” 
This was followed by the Regional Overseer’s Annual Convention Sermon which warned of 
the current “End Times” apostasy.  He then told us such times demand us to “Be More for 
Christ” than we have ever been.  He warned we will either draw closer to God and be more 
consecrated or we will drift into the lifestyle of those in darkness.      
 Sunday morning started with Sunday school classes taught by Wayne Moore from 
Ware Shoals (Adult class), Gavan McDonald from Greenville (Youth Class), and Cindy 
George from Greenville (Children’s Class).  This was followed by another challenging sermon 
from our Presiding Bishop. The state overseer then appointed the regional staff and pastors for 
2016-2017, and called for a time of consecration. 
 It seemed the Convention got better and better with each session, and everyone left 
encouraged and determined to work harder for the Lord this coming year.  The total attendance 
was over 100.  

 

 The Regional Convention for the “Carolinas” was held July 7-9, 2017 at the 
Greenville, South Carolina church.  Our Headquarters Representative was our Presiding 
Bishop, Wade H. Phillips. The theme of our convention was “Knowing the Time.”  
 The Convention began on Friday night with a wonderful message by our Greenville 
pastor, Todd McDonald, entitled, “A Time to Awake Out of Sleep.” We were then 
blessed by a special song by Andy Davis from Pelzer followed by an outstanding 
message by our Presiding Bishop entitled, “Go-Come-Be.” 
 Saturday morning began with a timely sermon from Andrea Faye Davis, church 
minister of the Taylors church, entitled, “A Time to Cast Off the Works of Darkness.”  
Another highlight from Saturday morning was a World Mission update from our 
World Mission director, Scott E. Neill.  Brother Neill then brought a wonderful sermon 
followed by a time of prayer for the sick and those in need.  The ministers and regional 
workers then enjoyed a lunch buffet honoring them and their hard work this past year.
 Saturday night was “Youth Night” in charge of our regional youth directors, 
Gavan McDonald and Katie Busbee. This included an instrumental solo by Crystal 
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South Pacific Coast Regional Convention
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 The South Pacific Coast Regional Convention was held on June 16-18, 2017 in Rialto, California. The 
Sunday morning session was at the Highgrove church. Our regional overseer, Bishop L.W. Carter, moderated the 
Spirit-filled event.
 God’s presence was felt marvelously throughout the weekend---in the worship, the preaching, and the 
various programs. The representatives from our International Offices in Cleveland, Tennessee---Bishops Byron 
Harris (Shepherding Ministries director) and Scott E. Neill (World Mission director) were a special blessing. 
 The Youth program and march was exciting and enthusiastic, directed by Miguel Garcia Jr.
The Kids’ program, conducted by Noemi Diaz, was a blessing. The Ladies program was directed by Maria Avila, 
which included a march with flags representing the various countries where Zion Assembly is established. 

There was a total attendance of 231. To God be the glory!
                                                                                             Oscar Perez, reporter
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Mid-East Regional Convention

  The Mid-east Regional Convention was held 
on June 16-18, 2017 at the Idamay church in 
West Virginia. The convention included delegates 
from Virginia, West Virginia, Pennsylvania, and 
Maryland. Our Overseer, Tom Brown, moderated 
the event. We were honored to have our Presiding 
Bishop, Wade H. Phillips and his wife, Dale, with us.  
Our theme this year was “God in the Midst of Her.”
    Pastor Jerry Reel preached on Friday night. 
His message was on “Refuge and Strength” (Psalm 
46:1). This was followed by another message by 
Dave Ashley--- “Come Behold the Works of the 
Lord” (Psalm 46:8).  Our Presiding Bishop closed 
the evening session with a very powerful message 
on “The True Gospel.”
   Saturday was a full day that included reports, 
support ministries boosts, and special singing. A 

great message by Pastor Ron Massey--- “I Will be Exalted in the Earth” (Psalm 46:10) was a special treat for the convention 
delegates. Another message by Pastor J.J Davis--- “That the Generation to Come Might Know Them” (Psalm 78:6) blessed 
the convention. And again Brother Phillips closed the session with an anointed message.
 On Sunday morning our Regional Overseer delivered his annual address and then made regional appointments. 
 Bailey Reel directed Kids’ Convention, which was held simultaneously with the general sessions in another part of 
the building. On Sunday morning she directed a program in the sanctuary that demonstrated what the children had learned 
in their sessions. The kids were enthused and excited about the things of the Lord, and their excitement rubbed-off on the 
entire convention. 
 The whole weekend was a blessing, and all seemed to have a great time in the Lord and in fellowship with one 
another. Praise the Lord!  
                                                                                                                                                               Sara Reel, reporter
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Tennessee State Convention
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 The Tennessee State Convention was held June 23-25 in Crossville. The convention theme---“Our God is a 
consuming fire” (Heb. 12.29) seemed to guide every message and program. Delegates were greeted by Presiding Bishop 
Wade H. Phillips, World Mission Secretary, Scott E. Neill, and regional Shepherding Ministries director, Joe A. Steele. Two 
messages were delivered by Donna Pounders, International Sunday School director and the appointed representative of the 
International Offices for the convention. She encouraged the congregation to “have faith in the Great I Am.” We were also 
encouraged by messages from Pastors Derrick McBride and Anton Burnette, and youth director, Daniel Green. 
 Tennessee overseer, Bishop Rick Ferrell, delivered his annual address on Saturday, which was centered on the 
convention theme. He emphasized that “[if we are being consumed by fire, it will result in brotherly love].” 
 We were blessed by the sermons and times of worship and fellowship with our brothers and sisters in Christ. We 
would like especially to welcome Pastor Anton Burnette and his family into the fellowship of the church in Tennessee, and 
pray that he will enjoy much success in his appointment as pastor of the Cleveland church.  

Hettie Dodson, reporter
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 The word “preach” in Mk. 16.15 is in the present 
tense, and thus conveys the idea of being “active”; it is a 
word that suggests a sense of URGENCY. The urgency 
comes, in this instance, as a result of it being a command 
of God. The “active part” in the word means that you and I 
are to be involved in CARRYING OUT His command. The 
present tense, of course, means that it is something that you 
and I are supposed to be doing---all the time! In fact, we are 
preaching all the time, every moment, through our actions 
and through our words. Therefore take heed; for we are either 
pointing people TO Jesus, or else pointing them AWAY 
FROM Jesus by the way 
we live. 
 OUR DUTY, 
THEN, IS TO TELL! If 
our Lord had saved us 
merely to keep us out 
of hell, then He would 
have taken us directly to 
Heaven; and so also if 
salvation was for the sake 
of us merely worshipping 
and praising Him; BUT 
BEHOLD, He saved so 
that we would have a story 
to tell! He LEAVES us 
here in the world to TELL 
that story. He saves us to 
use us to in this world---
as tools for His ministry 
to save the lost and perfect the saints!
 UNFORTUNATELY, the “Great Commission” has 
become for many the “Great Omission.” When something 
is “omitted” it is neglected or left out---something 
undone.  Instead of taking the Gospel to the ends of the 
world, the majority of professing Christians today won’t 
even take the Gospel to the end of the street! Consider the 
following statistics. Ninety-five percent of all Christians 
have never won a soul to Jesus Christ. Eighty percent do 
not consistently witness for Christ. LESS THAN 2% are 
involved in the ministry of evangelism. And 70% do not 
give toward the financing of the “Great Commission.” 
These statistics are especially shocking because they reveal 
the true state of modern-day Christianity. It seems that the 
majority of us ARE SATISFIED to be saved, BUT we are 
NOT MOTIVATED by our salvation TO SEE others come 

to know Jesus Christ as their personal Lord and Savior.
 BUT LISTEN; in spite of these conditions existing 
in Christianity at large, and in spite of all the excuses and 
difficulties, the “Great Commission” still stands! GOD 
STILL EXPECTS His church to take His message to a 
LOST WORLD---to the ends of the earth! We should ask 
ourselves: has the “Great Commission” become to us the 
“Great Omission?” ARE WE, doing everything we can to find 
IN-ROADS OF OUTREACH into the world around us? 
 

Peering a Little Deeper into the 
very Core Meaning of the Gospel

First, the Bible says that JESUS HAS ALL AUTHORITY. 
He is Head of His church. He has been given all authority 

in heaven and earth. 
The things that WE DO 
and the things that WE 
SPEAK must, therefore, 
BE GROUNDED on His 
authority! His teachings 
determine that RIGHT 
THINGS are RIGHT, 
and WRONG THINGS 
are WRONG! It is true 
that THIS WORLD 
constantly changes its 
ideas and standards of 
right and wrong, and, 
accordingly, the great 
majority of Christians 
change their opinions. 
Just look at our former 
fellowship, and see how 

far they have deviated from the TRUTH. But God’s church 
must not compromise the teachings of Christ. We MUST 
BE FAITHFUL and KEEP the Word of God!

 Second, the GOSPEL IS FOR ALL---FOR 
EVERYONE. The Law of Moses had been given to the 
Jews: but the Gospel is for every creature!  It is universal. 
Gentiles and Jews become one through the Cross of 
Christ. (Eph. 2.1-19). THERE IS ONLY ONE WAY TO 
THE FATHER, AND THAT WAY IS THROUGH JESUS 
CHRIST! (John 14:6). It is as the prophet Isaiah said it 
would be: “and all nations shall flow unto it.” (Is. 2:2b). 
Flow unto what? Unto the TRUTH of the Full Gospel of 
Jesus Christ, namely, His “all things whatsoever I have 
commanded you” Gospel. Praise God! (Mt. 28:20).

“UNFORTUNATELY, the ‘Great Commission’  has 
become for many the ‘Great Omission.’ When something 
is ‘omitted’ it is neglected or left out---something undone.  
Instead of taking the Gospel to the ends of the world, 
the majority of professing Christians today won’t even 
take the Gospel to the end of the street! Consider the 
following statistics. Ninety-five percent of all Christians 
have never won a soul to Jesus Christ. Eighty percent do 
not consistently witness for Christ. LESS THAN 2% are 
involved in the ministry of evangelism. And 70% do not 
give toward the financing of the ‘Great Commission.’ These 
statistics are especially shocking because they reveal the 
true state of modern-day Christianity. It seems that the 
majority of us ARE SATISFIED to be saved, BUT we are 
NOT MOTIVATED by our salvation TO SEE others come 
to know Jesus Christ as their personal Lord and Savior.”

“Going in the Power of the Spirit . . .”

Continued from page 7
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 Third, the TRUE GOSPEL IS 
TRANSFORMATIVE!  It is NOT A “FEEL-GOOD” 
psychology; it is NOT a left- or right-wing social or political 
agenda; it is NOT the way to financial prosperity, nor a 
guarantee against sickness and 
suffering! It has NOTHING 
TO DO with those things. 
It has EVERYTHING TO 
DO with the CONVICTING 
POWER of God’s Spirit and 
the way to wash away sin and 
to conquer temptation! False 
teachers deceive people by 
APPEALING TO THE FLESH . . . BUT THEN, here comes 
the Church of God, the Zion of the HOLY ONE, teaching 
and preaching the TRUTH about SIN, REPENTANCE, 
and DELIVERANCE. Here we come PROCLAIMING 
the LOVE, GRACE, and MERCY of God and the 
glory of REDEMPTION and SANCTIFICATION and 
HOLINESS. 

Fourth, BELIEVERS ARE TO BE BAPTIZED, 
and they are to be baptized in the Name of the Father, the 
Son, and the Holy Ghost (Mt. 28:19; Mk. 16:16).  Note the 
singular, “NAME,” not names: because there is only ONE 
God in three persons: the Father, Son, and the Holy Spirit. 
The Trinity does not refer to three gods but to ONE GOD! 
Jesus commanded us to baptize born-again believers in the 
NAME of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost.” That’s 
plain enough. Let us not, then, twist Jesus’ words to say 
something else. When the Lord spoke those words He DID 
NOT stutter. HE SAID EXACTLY what He meant. IF God 
did not mean what He said, THEN why did He even say 
it? 
 Fifth,  BELIEVERS ARE TO BE MADE INTO 
DISCIPLES. Our goal is make believers into obedient 
followers of Christ. (Mt. 28:19). DISCIPLESHIP is NOT 
for the lukewarm or weak-willed. It is for THOSE with 
fortitude and backbone; for those who will PAY THE 
PRICE of DISCIPLESHIP (Mk. 8.34-38). 

There are SOME TODAY who say that obedience is 
not IMPORTANT, but the Bible plainly says that IT IS-
--and that we must see SEEK TO OBEY GOD and HIS 
WORD! In this regard, Jesus is again our example. The 
ENTIRE PURPOSE of Jesus Christ was TO DO the 
will of the FATHER! And He expects us to do the same!

  Sixth, BELIEVERS ARE TO OBSERVE 
ALL THAT JESUS TAUGHT (Mt. 28:20; 2 Tim. 2:2). 

There is ABSOLUTELY NOTHING in the teachings of 
the New Testament that is NOT CONSISTENT with what 
Jesus taught. The apostles therefore taught precisely what 
Jesus had commanded us to believe and practice. And 

thus the church “continued 
steadfastly in the apostle’s 
doctrine” (Acts 2.42). The 
apostle Paul put it this way: 
“And the things that thou 
hast heard of me among 
many witnesses, the same 
commit thou to faithful men, 
who shall be able to teach 

others also.” WHEN we obey the apostles’ doctrine, THEN 
we are obeying the commands of Jesus Christ: for Jesus 
taught and trained the Apostles and entrusted them with the 
very foundation of the church (1 Cor. 3.5-10; Eph. 2.20).
 Seventh and lastly, BELIEVERS SHOULD 
BE FAITHFUL TO MAINTAIN ALWAYS THE 
INTEGRITY OF THE GOSPEL. We should particularly 
remain focused on the very heart of the Gospel: namely, 
that Christ died for our sins, was buried, and was raised 
again on the third day. 

“Moreover, brethren, I declare to you the gospel 
which I preached to you, which also you received, 
and wherein you stand’ By which also you are 
saved, IF you hold fats [keep in memory] what 
I preached unto you, unless you have believed 
in vain. For I delivered to you first of all that 
which I also received, how that Christ died for 
our sins according to the Scriptures; And that He 
was buried, and that He rose again the third day 
according to the Scriptures” (1 Cor. 15:1–4).

That’s the Gospel in a nutshell. That’s the foundation of 
God’s church (Mt. 16.13-18). And Christ is the Chief 
Cornerstone!  IT IS NO MORE COMPLICATED THAN 
THAT! For, from that essential core of the Gospel, 
we grow in grace and are perfected in Christ’s image!

“That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord 
Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God 
hath raised Him from the dead, THOU SHALT 
BE SAVED!” (Rom. 10.9). 

THAT is the core meaning of the Gospel message. So 
let’s go out, brethren, AND SHARE THIS GLORIOUS 
MESSAGE WITH THE WORLD! 

“There are SOME TODAY who say that obedience is 
not IMPORTANT, but the Bible plainly says that IT 
IS---and that we must SEEK TO OBEY GOD and HIS 
WORD! In this regard, Jesus is again our example. The 
ENTIRE PURPOSE of Jesus Christ was TO DO the will 
of the FATHER! And He expects us to do the same!”
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“Prayer is the key to unwavering, powerful faith, providing us 
with the determination and courage to fight for victory in Jesus---
a faith that will not switch for a carnal, politically correct, popular 
verison of ‘Christianity.’”

  (excerpt from message by Pastor Rocky Dalton in September 2008 issue of VOZ )


