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Editorials . . . 
         Historic Assembly

     The Twelfth Annual General Assembly was indeed extraordinary and historic. (See the pictorial 
highlights and narrative on pp. 16-19; and also the report of the Assembly Business Committee (ABC) and 
Doctrine Committee on pp. 21-25).
        One of the most eventful and consequential actions in this Assembly was the adoption of an International 
Executive Council to work with the Presiding Bishop in the general oversight of the church. The resolution to adopt 
this Council will virtually modify our traditional way of governing the church---namely, by taking it out of the hands 
of a solitary governor (General Overseer/Presiding Bishop) and placing in the hands of the seven-man Council. The 
Presiding Bishop remains the “chief” officer in the church, but acts in concert with the other six members of the 
Council in overseeing the whole international body---including planning the Assembly program, making international 
appointments, important executive decisions, and certain disciplinary actions. (see Presiding Bishop’s address, pp.4-
15, 26-29 and ABC report, pp. 21-25).
          The men appointed to this first ever International Council were nominated by the Presiding Bishop (as agreed 
upon in the ABC report) and unanimously accepted by the entire Assembly on Sunday morning, September 13, 2015. 

The new International Executive Council is composed of the Presiding Bishop and six other members. The council 
members are standing on front row in the photo to the left of the Presiding Bishop.  L. to r.:  Joel Brooks, Scott Neill, 
L.W. Carter, Miguel Garcia, Sr., Joe Steele, and Bruce Sullivan. 

  Another Momentous Decision
          Another momentous decision was made to pay off the existing indebtedness of the International properties in 
Cleveland ($389,000) in order to make a new loan and break ground for the envisioned Bible College and expansion 
of the International Ministries Center. In order to accomplish this, it was resolved by this august body to merge the 
existing monies in the Bible College Fund and Tabernacle Fund (approximately $240,000), and to receive pledges 
and have a fund-raising drive sponsored by the churches in July 2016. (See Presiding Bishop’s address, pp. 24-25, and 
ABC report, pp.21-25). This proposal was received so well that $56,000 in offerings and pledges was given on the 
spot during Presiding Bishop’s appeal on Saturday. Also the local church in Cleveland graciously gave $25,000 out of 
its surplus funds toward the indebtedness! This leaves less than $95,000 to be raised this year to realize our dream!     
          It is expected that the goal to pay-off the indebtedness will be accomplished by the end of July 2016, so that a 
mortgage burning ceremony and ground-breaking celebration can be planned for the Thirteenth Annual Assembly in 
September 2016.

2016 Assembly Dates 
         The dates for the Thirteenth Annual Assembly are September 6-11, 2016. Every effort will be made to convene 
this Assembly in Cleveland.

International Executive Council
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“And it pleased the apostles and 
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Presiding Bishop’s Annual Address
Cleveland, TN

September 12, 2015

              
Introduction

          Each year the General Assembly seems to take on more importance. One of the reasons for this is that we are now in 
the midst of the very last days. “Perilous times [have] come” and we find ourselves surrounded by the “powers of darkness” 
and the prevailing spirit of Antichrist in the world today. All consecrated and discerning Christians know this. The church’s  
situation in the New Testament rings true also for us in this generation: 

“We are troubled on every side, yet [we are] not distressed; we are perplexed, but not in despair; persecuted, but 
not destroyed; always bearing about in the body the dying of the Lord Jesus, that the life of Jesus might be made 
manifest in our body” (2 Cor. 4.8). 

 In this Assembly we have heard from God, and 
have received some insight on  how to navigate through the 
maze of the prevailing evil in the world. And we have been 
empowered to fight the good fight of faith---to overcome 
the enemy and be triumphant!
          We are going forward therefore unafraid and fully 
confident that we will overcome in this present conflict 
against satanic principalities and powers, and against 
the spiritual wickedness now seated in high places in the 
political and religious governments of the United States 
and throughout the world. We are trusting in the faithful 
promises of our God whose Word cannot be broken! Even 
His words spoken to the “church in the wilderness” hold 
true also for us in this last days’ Zion; for as the church 
under the Old Covenant was on the precipice of entering 
the earthly Promise Land (Palestine), so we can now see the 
heavenly Beulah Land on the horizon just ahead of us. And 
we can take heart that His words to Joshua apply equally 
to us today: 

“Now therefore arise, go over this Jordan, thou, 
and all this people, unto the land which I do give 
to [you] . . . Every place that the sole of your feet 
shall tread upon . . . I have given unto you . . . As 
I was with Moses, so will I be with you: I will not 
fail you, nor forsake you. Be strong and of good 
courage: for unto this people shall you divide for 
an inheritance the land . . . Only be thou strong 
and very courageous . . . Turn not from it to the 
right hand or to the left, that you may prosper” 
(Josh 1.2-7). 

            See, our inheritance is a predetermined promise---“I 
have given [the land] unto you!” Notwithstanding, we still 

must take it, for Jesus said, “The violent take it by force!” 
(Mt. 11.12). This is why we are pressing forward without 
fear, and in full assurance of faith: 

“Yea, though I walk through the valley of the 
shadow of death, I will fear no evil: for Thou art 
with me. . . You anoint my head with oil; my cup 
runs over. Surely goodness and mercy will follow 
me all the days of my life: and I will dwell in the 
house of the Lord forever” (Ps. 23.4-6).   
      

      Fighting and faith go together. The former is a 
demonstration of the latter, and necessary in order to please 
God and receive His approval (Heb.11.2-6). We must be 
willing to “fight the good fight of faith!” Jesus said, “Ask, 
and it shall be given you; seek and you shall find; knock, 
and it shall be opened to you: For everyone who asks 
receives; and he that seeks finds; and he that knocks it shall 
be opened” (Mt. 7.7-8). In our Greek class in the School 
of Ministry, we learn that these verbs are in a tense that 
signifies continuation, that is, we must keep on asking, 
seeking, and knocking to receive the blessings! Again we 
are admonished by Jesus and the apostles and prophets 
to “awake,“ “arise,” “shine,” “put on strength” “wrestle,” 
“resist”,  “press,” “fight,” “reach forth”, “stretch forth”, 
“break forth,” “enlarge your tent,” “lengthen your cords,” 
and “do exploits!” And to encourage us, the inspired writer 
in Hebrews 11 lists the faithful who trusted God against 
seemingly impossible odds, pressing forward to conquer 
their enemies, remove mountains, work miracles, and 
inherit the promises!     
         I am reminded here of the time when King Saul was 
determined to use all of his powers as the head of state in 
Israel to have David killed. David and some of his men 
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were apparently ambushed by Saul’s army and trapped in 
a valley: and things looked pretty much hopeless (Psa. 11). 
The wicked had their bows bent, with their arrows on the 
string aimed at him and his handful of companions (v. 2). 
Considering the odds against them, David’s counselors 
reasoned that they should flee to the mountains, saying: 
“If the foundations be destroyed, what can the righteous 
do?” (v. 3)---in other words, “If City Hall is against us, we 
don’t have a chance!” We are up against impossible odds! 
Their advice to David was thus: “Flee as a bird to your 
mountain” (v. 1); in other words, 
“chicken out!” 
 But apparently David’s 
men forgot who they were talking 
to, namely, the one who had 
killed a bear on one occasion, a 
lion on another, and a ten-foot 
Philistine warrior on another! 
This was the same David who 
had killed tens-of-thousands in 
battle! So David’s answer was: 
“In the Lord put I my trust . . . 
[for He] is in His holy temple, 
the Lord’s throne is in heaven . . 
. His eyes behold, His eyelids try 
the children of men . . . [and He] 
shall rain down snares [upon the 
wicked], fire and brimstone, and 
a horrible tempest” (vv. 4-6).
 In his apostate condition, 
Saul did not realize that in fighting 
against David, he was fighting 
against the God of David! Yes, 
Saul was in the position as king, 
but David was under the divine 
anointing of kingship; for Saul 
had lost his anointing, though he was still in the position of 
king; and the anointing had come upon David though he was 
not as yet put in position! But God had already determined 
the transition---to dethrone Saul and exalt David. All that 
remained was for Him to see His will materialized. So what 
shall we say to these things: “If God be for us, who shall be 
against us?” (Rom. 8.31). 

“Nay, in all these things we are more than 
conquerors through him that loved us, For I am 
persuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor angels, 
nor principalities, nor powers, nor things present, 
nor things to come, Nor height, nor depth, nor 
any other creature, shall be able to separate us 
from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our 
Lord”  (vv. 37-39).

Section I
Embodying and Sharing the Life of God

          We teach in Zion Assembly that a believer is not merely 
potentially victorious, or positionally justified, but actually 
made righteous and victorious. And this real, effectual 
salvation is by the divine calling and sovereign power of 
God! We are careful therefore not to “name it and claim 
it!” We don’t say therefore in Zion Assembly, “I decree and 
I declare.” That’s the rhetorical language of the so-called 

Word-Faith movement, which 
so many religious celebrities 
on television promote---the so-
called “Prosperity Gospel” or 
“Health and Wealth Gospel.” 
Look, you can’t decree anything, 
nor call anything into existence, 
except what has already been 
decreed and declared in heaven! 
And it is the prerogative of God’s 
church in particular, ultimately, 
that “binds” and “losses” on earth 
what has been bound and loosed 
in heaven! (Mt. 16.19).   
      We proclaim in Zion 
Assembly that a believer may 
be instantaneously transformed 
by the power of the Gospel into 
a new creature---miraculously 
quickened unto life in the Spirit 
and set apart unto holiness! We 
believe in fact that this is a distinct 
mark of God’s church over against 
nominal Christians in common, 
run-of-the-mill churches. We 

don’t stand positionally sanctified: we are sanctified! We 
are the result of God’s glorious workmanship! This is how 
God’s “peculiar people” are recognized and identified! “By 
their fruits you shall know them”; through “[your mutual 
love] shall all men know that you are my disciples” (Jn. 
13.35), and again, “And these signs shall follow them that 
believe. In My name [they shall] cast out devils . . . they 
shall speak with new tongues . . . they shall lay hands on 
the sick and they shall recover!” 
          God’s church is a demonstration of victorious Christian 
living---a visible illustration of His power! That’s why the 
great apostle says to the church at Corinth, 

“When I came to you, [I] came not with 
[excellence] of speech or of wisdom . . . [or] 
with enticing words of man’s wisdom, but in 
demonstration of the Spirit and of power: That 
your faith should not stand in the wisdom of 
men, but in the power of God” (1 Cor. 2.1-5).               
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 In contrast to the majority of men-made 
denominations, God’s church stands out through the 
manifestation of His life and the demonstrations of His 
power! The members as a whole can say with the apostle 
Paul: “And the life which I now live in the flesh I live by 
faith of the Son of God!”
 The church embodies the sanctified Life in Christ, 
and follows the pattern of His death and resurrection; that 
is, just as Jesus was crucified and resurrected, so His church 
is crucified and resurrected (Rom. 6.1-7; Gal. 5.24; 6.14; 
Eph. 4.24; Col. 3.1-3, 10). Paul declared, “And they that 
are Christ’s have crucified the flesh with the affections and 
lusts.” And again, “The world is crucified unto me, and I 
unto the world.”       
 Now observe; the primary word in Jesus’ and 
John’s and Paul’s teaching is not light, but Life, though I do 
not care to make more of this distinction than is warranted 
by Scripture. Still, I believe it would be wise to stay close 
to the wording of the text:
 “ . . . in Him was life; and the life was the light of men. And 
the light shines in darkness; and the darkness comprehended 
it not . . . He came to His own and His own received Him 
not. But as many as received Him, to them gave He power 
to become the sons of God . . . And of His fullness [of the 
Life in Him] have all we received, and grace for grace” 
(Jn. 1.4-5, 11-12, 16).     
 Now behold a mystery! Christ died, but on the third 
day the Life [zoe] came back into Him---that eternal Life that 
is grounded in the Father was revived in Him: and through 
the power of this Life, Jesus was transfigured and caught up 
to God! John says, “We beheld His glory!” and Peter says, 
“We were eyewitnesses of His majesty . . . [and heard such 
a voice from heaven---from the excellent glory] when we 
were with Him in the holy mount  (2 Pet. 1.17-19).          
 Great mystery! Did God die? Christ is God in the 
flesh and He is one person in two natures, that is, the divine 
and human natures were merged [hypostatized] together in 
the one person of Christ, which happened by a miraculous 
conception in Mary’s womb! (Lk. 1.28-35; see also Phil. 
2.5-8; Heb. 1.8; Rev. 1.8; Isa. 9.6-7; 43.11; 44.6). But when 
He died, the Life principle that is grounded in God did not 
die, that is, the eternal substance of three persons did not 
die---the Trinity did not die: only the one person, the Son of 
God died! The eternal Life principle grounded in the Father 
remained and came back into Christ.      
 Now observe; the Life produces light! Again 
I don’t care to make more of this than is warranted by 
Scripture; but it seems to me that the Life here is the most 
essential attribute of God---divine life, spiritual life!---and 
the Light emanates from that divine Life. Yet the two are so 
closely related so as to be indistinguishable to our natural 
understanding. Still, I would be uncomfortable in reversing 
the words to say the Light was the Life of men! For it is 
certain that the Life signifies the very Being of God---the 

essential substance of God! Perhaps the Light does also; 
but the Light is the manifestation of the invisible Life! 
 Life is defined in Webster’s Unabridged Dictionary 
as 1) “The condition that distinguishes living organisms 
from inorganic objects and dead organisms”; 2) “The sum of 
the phenomena of metabolism, growth, and reproduction”; 
3) “The animate existence of an individual”; 4) “The force 
that makes or keeps something alive”; 5) “The quickening 
principle of natural phenomena”; 6) “The effervescence or 
sparkle of a living thing”; 7) “Energy” and “consciousness” 
in higher forms of life.” 
 Metabolism is defined as the “sum of chemical 
and/or spiritual processes in an organism or in the soul, in 
which energy is produced and reproduction is the result.”              
 Light is often associated in Scripture with 
intellectual comprehension---human understanding. Thus 
Paul says to the believers at Ephesus, “The eyes of your 
understanding being enlightened; that you may know . 
. .” (Eph. 1.18), and again “Whereby, when you read [my 
letters], you may understand my knowledge in the mystery 
of Christ” (3.4). And Peter says that we should be diligent 
to “add to [our] faith . . . knowledge” (2 Pet. 1.5). My point 
is that there is something more fundamental in our faith 
than intellectual knowledge and comprehension (cf. 1 Cor. 
2.1-10). “By faith we understand” (Heb. 11.3), and “by 
faith [we] are saved” (Eph. 2.8)---not by our intelligence 
or empirical knowledge; nor by our creedal statements and 
declarations of faith recorded on paper; but rather by the 
Life of God! 
 Now you may be saying, “Oh Brother Phillips, that’s 
over my head! Well, its over my head, too, and that’s the 
point! “By faith we understand! We are neither Gnostics 
nor philosophers nor scientists! We are “Christians, and 
believe that “the things which are seen were not made by 
things that are visible!” “For he that comes to God must 
believe that He is, and is a rewarder of them who diligently 
seek Him!” (Heb. 11.6). 
 There is heart knowledge---an incomprehensible 
bond hidden in the soul between God and redeemed men; a 
relationship anchored deep in the Spirit, deep in the love of 
God, which the human mind cannot fully comprehend, nor 
the angelic mind for that matter! The Life is that mysterious 
power that unites our being with the Being of God through 
faith, that enables the believer to cry out, Abba! His divine 
Life becomes our life. Thus the apostle: “I am [have been] 
crucified with Christ; nevertheless I live; yet not I, but 
Christ lives in me; and the life that I now live [in the 
flesh], I live by faith of the Son of God” (Gal. 2.20).
 But, accordingly, if we are not careful we will 
measure others by our head knowledge and fail to discern 
through the Spirit the life of Christ in them---and thus 
unjustly judge them, that is, fail to see the grace of Christ in 
them. We may even go so far as to de-Christianize them on 
the basis of our traditions and private interpretation of the 
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Scriptures. This was the basic argument of R.G. Spurling 
in his invaluable little book, The Lost Link---in which he 
explained the principles upon which he restored the Church 
of God in 1886, and convinced A. J. Tomlinson to join the 
church in 1903.

  “Many preachers preach about love and dwell on charity 
and think it no more than the natural element or religion, 
but fail to see it to be the law of the new covenant by which 
to infallibly know each other as members of God’s church, 
and is the law by which God will judge the world. This 
law will try the life of every man. It exposes the idolatry 
of the world. God has put in the heart of every person the 
power to love something, therefore, whatsoever we love 
best is what we worship. It is an idol if it is not God. Oh, 
the idolatry that is in the world today! So judgment has 
begun at the house of God (Church of God). We need not 
fear judgment if we love God above all things, but know 
that God’s law stands by your heart to judge all men’s 
lives. Oh, love God’s eternal law. The lost link is seen as 
the law of unity.”

Then he drove the point home further by saying, 

  “If you want to see a church scattered, just pull the string 
of church doctrines and you can destroy more good than 
the greatest revivalist can do.”    

Spurling was convinced that brotherly love was the very 
basis for the fellowship of the church, and that where this 
divine principle is given liberty, God’s church will flourish 
and shine with the glory of the Lord.  
 We have noted elsewhere that our beloved Brother 
Spurling perhaps went too far in his liberal views----at the 
expense of a sound doctrinal discipline for the church; 
but, still, we may glean a great deal of wisdom from his 
deep insights into the mystery of Christian fellowship and 
the art of church ministry. We hope of course that in Zion 
Assembly our increasing knowledge will enable us to be 
more effective in winning souls and building up God’s 
church. 
             Country comedian, Jerry Clower, tells the story of 
Uncle Lunie Ledbetter and his son, Marcel. Uncle Lunie 
was asked by some of his friends at the local hang-out if 
Marcel had changed since he had sent him off to college. 
Uncle Lunie said that he could not tell of any difference. 
They said, “You mean you spent all that money and he 
doesn’t even talk differently.” Uncle Lunie said, “Well, I’ve 
noticed he does talk a little differently now; for example, 
he used to be plowing with ‘Ole Beck,’ our mule, and I 
would hear him say, ‘Wo, Beck, gee back, and come up.’ 
But the other day I heard him say, ‘Halt Rebecca, pivot, 
and proceed.”   
 Now here is why grasping this point is so important: 

it is the eternal Life in Christ that we are primarily to share 
with a lost world---a world separated from God by sin and 
darkness. Light comes gradually---like the breaking of 
dawn ascending to the brightness of the noonday sun: but 
the Life is an instantaneous and miraculous conception! 
Immediately, the new convert is endowed with spiritual 
discernment, though he may have little theological 
knowledge or intellectual comprehension of the written 
Word. What is important is that the new believer has been 
made righteous and is regenerated, and now has intuitive 
and personal knowledge of the true God.     
 Salvation is thus not merely an intellectual 
apprehension; it is a complete  transformation of the 
believer’s soul, mind, and spirit! The person actually 
becomes a new creature---“behold all things become new!” 
And in the second work of grace, the old man is crucified 
and the new man is made perfectly whole and free from 
sin!---“For he who [has died in Christ] has been freed 
from sin!” (Rom. 6.7).
 So the soul winner must be deeply involved---
emotionally, affectionately, empathetically---in the soul-
winning process, and also with “other sheep” in order to 
win them. We must get in the skin of them to whom we 
are ministering and relate to them at their deepest level. 
But it is even truer that we must get deeply in the skin of 
Christ, and in fact become the body of Christ, and get under 
Christ’s burden with Him. Jesus said, “take My yoke upon 
you” (Mt. 11.29), that is, “Labor with Me to convert souls 
and build My church!”      
          I was teaching along these lines sometime ago, and 
a brother in a certain denomination challenged me; being 
apparently offended by my boldness in claiming to be able 
to convert souls. But see, that is biblical language. Hear the 
Lord’s brother, James: “Brethren , if any of you do err from 
the truth, and one convert him; let him know, that he which 
converts the sinner from the error of his way shall save a 
soul from death” (James 5.19-20). And the prophet: “He 
that wins souls is wise!” (Prov. 11.30). Jesus said, “Heal 
the sick, cleanse the leper, raise the dead, cast out devils!” 
(Mt. 10.8). These passages show the inexplicable intimacy 
between Christ and His church. 
        
  Now think on Paul’s words to the Philippians: 

“I thank my God upon every remembrance of you 
. . . I have you in my heart . . . For God is my 
[witness], how greatly I long after you all in the 
bowels [deep in the being] of Jesus Christ. And I 
pray, that your love may abound more and more in 
knowledge and in all judgment [spiritual insight] 
. . . That you may be sincere and [blameless] 
till the day of Christ; being filled with the fruits 
of righteousness . . . unto the glory and praise of 
God”  (Phil. 1.3-11).  
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   Note especially the words, “I have you in my heart 
. . . I long after you in the bowels [en splagchnois, 
‘inward parts’] of Jesus Christ.” See his deep 
spiritual bond with the saints! Paul is claiming 
here to be so engrafted together with Christ through 
the Holy Ghost---that is, not only in harness with 
Him, but merged together with Him in the Holy 
Ghost---like a branch in a Vine, or a branch in the 
trunk of a tree which is bonded by the living sap 
that flows in the tree, so that his affections and 
Christ’s had become one. This deep intimacy is 
like the “engrafted word” that the apostle James 
mentions (James 1.21); and it is through this 
oneness and intimacy that Christ and the church 
together give birth to babes in the Gospel! 

 Peter says that this oneness with Christ happens 
through being “born again of the incorruptible seed, the 
word of God, which lives . . .” (1 Pet. 1.22). Now recall 
what Moses said in the opening chapter of Genesis: “Then 
God said, Let the earth bring forth the living creature after 
his kind . . . the herb yielding seed after his kind . . . whose 
seed is in itself, after his kind” (Gen. 1. 12, 24). Then the 
only question that remains is: have you as a man been 
reborn after the seed of God? Having been born once of 
sinful parents, are you now “born again” by the seed of a 
holy God? For your parents necessarily passed on to you 
their sinful nature---even if they had become sanctified; 
for they can only pass on their original sinful nature, not 
their new sanctified nature! Thus John says, “[whosoever] 
is born of God does not commit sin! (1 Jn. 3.9; 4.7; 5.1, 4). 
And Paul speaks of being “born of the Spirit” in contrast to 
being “born after the flesh” (Gal. 4.29; see also Jn. 3.3-8).         
 This teaching is not an isolated instance in Paul’s 
letters to the church. He wrote to the bewitched Galatians 
that he was “[travailing] in birth again until Christ be 
formed in [them]” (Galatians 4:19). He reminded the saints 
at Thessalonica that he had been with them as “a [nursing 
mother] who cherishes her children: so being affectionately 
desirous of you, we were willing to have imparted unto you, 
not the gospel of God only, but also our own souls, because 
you were dear unto us” (1 Thessalonians 2:7,8). In fact, 
look at the phrase “we are laborers together with God” (1 
Cor. 6.1). It brings to mind a woman going into labor to 
give birth to new life! and afterward the bond that is made 
between the parent and the child through travail and birth!   
 It seems to me that Paul sees himself and his 
ministry in the light of two metaphors: one as a co-partner 
with Christ in the masculine sense of fathering children. It is 
in this sense that he calls Timothy his son, and writes to the 
Corinthians, saying, “for in Christ Jesus I have begotten 
you through the Gospel” (1 Cor. 4:15). On the other hand, 
he sees himself in the feminine sense, being part of the body 
of Christ, the bride, giving birth to children and nourishing 
them up to full maturity. And this agrees with the words of 

the prophet: “for as soon as Zion travailed she brought 
forth her children” (Isa. 66:8), and again, “thy daughters 
shall be nursed at thy side” (60:4). 
 Rachel, a type of the church, cried out, “Give 
me children or else I die!” Jesus once lamented, as He 
overlooked Jerusalem, saying, “O Jerusalem, Jerusalem  
How often would I have gathered thy children together, as 
a hen doth gather her brood under her wings, and ye would 
not.” This is the spirit that we are seeking for in this present 
restoration of the church---to be a body under a spiritual 
burden reaching out in love through the Holy Ghost to 
save a lost world and build God’s church---like a woman 
in travail to bring forth children. 
          This is the work of the Holy Ghost: to baptize, to 
immerse us in God’s love, to create a genuine theosis so 
that we become truly and actually the body of Christ!---so 
that the seed of Christ may pass through us into repentant 
sinners, and we together beget new creatures in Christ! So 
that we can then say with the apostle, “I have begotten you 
through the Gospel!” And “[I] travailed in birth until 
Christ was formed in you!” And that it may be said of us 
in this last day’s Zion, “[When] Zion travailed she brought 
forth her children!”            
          Now this conception can be realized only through 
the operation of the Holy Ghost: for He gives life, that is, 
He takes what is of Christ and plants it through us into the 
hearts of believing sinners (Jn. 16. 13-16; Rom. 5.8; 1 Cor. 
2. 2-16; 12.3), transforming them into saints; and translating 
them into the kingdom of Christ (Jn. 3.3-8; Col. 1.13).       
 Sometimes I wonder if we really understand the 
reason for Spirit baptism; particularly the fact that it is 
essentially an immersion deep into the Life of God, so that 
we can fellowship with God and one another on a deeper 
level; and be enabled to more effectively win the lost! But 
it is not only a deepening but an elevating---an ascending 
upward into heavenly places in Christ! (Eph. 1.3, 20-23; 
2.6). The Spirit-baptized saint sees visions, dreams dreams, 
prophesies mysteries, and carries a spiritual burden for 
lost souls---persons dead in sins and trespasses. The truly 
Spirit-baptized believer is not the average perfunctory 
Christian or common member of a religious denomination. 
He is a child of the Spirit! The Spirit groans and prays 
through him, and plants through him the seed of new 
spiritual life. He then travails to give birth to new 
creatures in Christ!
 A.J. Tomlinson graphically describes being 
baptized with the Holy Ghost in the General Assembly in 
1908 while G.B. Cashwell was preaching. 

“While he was preaching, a peculiar sensation took 
hold of me and almost unconsciously I slipped off 
my chair in a heap on the rostrum . . .. I did not 
know what such an experience meant. My mind 
was clear, but a peculiar power so enveloped 
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and thrilled my whole being that I concluded to 
yield myself up to God and await results. I was 
soon lost to my surroundings as I lay there on 
the floor, occupied only with God and eternal 
things. Soon one of my feet began to shake and 
clatter against the wall. I could not hold it still . 
. .  
       “My body was rolled and tossed about beyond 
my control, and finally while lying on my back, 
my feet were raised up several times, and my 
tongue would stick out of my mouth in spite of 
my efforts to keep it inside my mouth.
     “At one time, while lying flat on my back, 
I seemed to see a great sheet let down, and as 
it came to me I felt it as it enveloped me in its 
folds, and I really felt myself literally lifted up 
and off the floor several inches, and carried in 
that sheet several feet in the direction my feet 
pointed, and then let down on the floor again. 
As I lay there great joy flooded my soul. The 
happiest moments I had ever known up to that 
time. I never knew what real joy was before. 
My hands clasped together with no effort on my 
part. Oh, such floods and billows of glory ran 
through my whole being . . . There were times 
that I suffered the most excruciating pain and 
agony, but my spirit always said ‘yes’ to God.
   “Then came a very interesting part of the 
experience. ‘They shall see visions.’ In vision I 
was carried to Central America, and was shown the 
awful condition of the people there. A paroxysm 
of suffering came over me as I seemed to be in 
soul travail for their salvation. Then I spoke in 
tongues as the Spirit gave utterance, and in the 
vision I seemed to be speaking the very same 
language of the Indian tribes with whom I was 
surrounded.
     “Then after a little rest I was carried in vision 
to South American, and of all the black pictures 
that was ever painted that was surely the blackest. 
The vision settled on Brazil, and after another 
paroxysm of suffering or soul travail the 
Spirit spoke again in another tongue; then after 
a little relaxation I was carried to Chili, with the 
same effects and results; then in like manner to 
Patagonia, away down among those illiterate 
Indians. Each place I was shown I gave assent in 
my spirit to go to them.
     “From Patagonia to Africa, and on to 
Jerusalem, and while there I endured the most 
intense suffering as if I might have been suffering 
similar to that of my Savior on Mount Calvary. 
I never can describe the awful agony that I felt 
in my body. After every paroxysm of suffering 

came a tongue. From Jerusalem I was carried to 
Northern Russia, then to France, thence to Japan, 
and then I seemed to get back to the United 
States, but soon I was taken away North among 
the Esquimeaux. While there the language of the 
Spirit spoken through me seemed similar to the 
bark of a dog. I was carried to a number of other 
places in a similar manner.
       “I must not fail to tell of the terrible conflict 
I had in the vision with the devil. I came in direct 
contact with him. While in this state came the 
most awful struggle of all. While talking in an 
unknown tongue the Spirit seemed to envelope 
me, and I was taken through a course of casting 
out devils. A real experience in the vision, and 
the last verses of Mark sixteen came very vividly 
before my mind.
 “In the vision I could see multitudes of 
people awakened and coming this way. Among 
them were Mrs. Tomlinson and my children. 
(They all received the baptism a few months 
later.) I saw us all on a missionary journey. 
Glory to God! This was really being baptized 
with the Holy Ghost as they received Him on the 
day of Pentecost.”  (The Last Great Conflict, pp. 
233-236).        

    What comes through so plainly in Tomlinson’s 
description of his Spirit-baptism is the ultimate purpose 
of Spirit-baptism---namely, a deep spiritual immersion; 
an empowerment from on high that makes one willing 
to go anywhere and everywhere to proclaim the Gospel; 
the desire to be a transforming agent for God; to be the 
feminine counterpart of God---the body of Christ, the 
bride of Christ; the desire to bring forth children of God; 
to be so intimate with and in union with Christ that His 
seed passes through us and is miraculously conceived in 
the hearts of sinners, transforming them into new creatures 
in Christ!       
        In concluding this section, you can see that I am 
concerned that we grasp the most essential characteristic 
of the church, that is, its spirituality---our essential union 
with God and our depth in God. And this not merely for our 
own benefit, but in order to effectively fulfill the mission 
of the church. Spirit-baptism is primarily an anointing for 
witnessing but even more essentially an empowerment to 
participate with God in the miraculous conversion process! 

“And, behold, I send the promise of My Father upon you: 
but tarry . . . until you be endued with power from on high” 
(Lk. 24.49). “But you shall receive power, after that the 
Holy Ghost is come upon you: and you shall be witnesses 
unto Me . . . unto the uttermost part of the earth” (Acts 1.8). 
“He that wins souls is wise” (Prov. 11.30). “In Christ Jesus 
I have begotten you through the Gospel” (1 Cor. 4.15).      
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Section II
God’s Church---Victorious Over 

Sin and Death!

 God’s church is the “church of the living God!” It 
is therefore a living church! Its members are lively stones, 
built up a spiritual house---a habitation of God through the 
Spirit! (1 Pet. 2. 5-9; Eph. 2.22). 
  Just as Christ was raised from the dead, so His 
church has been raised from the dead! And this must be 
the primary meaning in Jesus’ declaration, “And the 
gates of hades [the grave/death/sin] shall not prevail 
against [the church]!” Like Christ, the grave of apostasy 
could not hold the church down. Laying there in gross 
darkness during the Dark Ages, God’s church heard 
the prophetic cry and at the appointed time came forth! 
“Arise, shine; for thy light is come!” “Return, return, 
O Shulamite; return, return, that we may look upon 
you. What will you see in the Shulamite? (S.S. 6.13).      
 The church has power over sin and death!---power 
to resurrect, power to heal, power to restore, power to forgive 
sin: and power to bind, power to loose! (Mt. 16.18-19; Jn. 
20.23). Indeed, God “is able to do exceeding abundantly 
above all that we ask or think, according to the power that 
works in us, unto Him be glory in the church by Christ 
Jesus” (Eph. 3.20-21).   
 The dynamic life and resurrection power of the 
church is illustrated in the “church in the wilderness” and 
symbolized in the Old Tabernacle. See here: the center of the 
congregation (made up of an estimated 3 million members) 
was the Tabernacle; and in the Tabernacle was the outer court 
and inner court;  and in the inner court was the Holy of Holies; 
and in this Most Holy Place was the Ark of the Covenant; 
and in the Ark were three significant things; one of which 
was Aaron’s rod that budded (Heb. 9.3-4). Now Aaron’s 
rod was a dead stick, probably a branch from an almond 
tree. But God miraculously caused it to bud and to bring 
forth blossoms and almonds to confirm God’s divine order 
and the government of His house, that is, in the first instance 
it confirmed Moses to be God’s chosen leader over against 
Korah and the 250 rebellious princes [“men of renown”] 
in Israel that rose up against him (Num. 16.1-50; 17.1-10). 
 But more importantly, it seems to me, we are to 
learn from the symbol of Aaron’s budding rod that God’s 
house has miraculous life in it, and thus that God’s church 
has been delegated power to resurrect the dead, and to 
heal the sick! Again, Jesus said, “Heal the sick, cleanse 
the lepers, raise the dead, cast out devils!” (Mt. 10.8). 
The power to resurrect dead sinners to newness of life 
has been breathed into God’s church by Christ! And He 
breathed on them and said, Receive the Holy Ghost! (Jn. 
20.22). Behold, I give you power to tread on serpents and 
scorpions, and over all the power of the enemy! (Lk. 10.19). 
Jesus said, even the spirits are subject to you! (v. 20). Christ 

has authorized and inbreathed His church with His glorious 
powers!---even the power to abolish death! (2 Tim. 1.10). 
Yes, sin once reigned unto death, but not now! Christ rose 
from the dead, and so has His church!
           The church has Good News---and embodies the 
power of salvation. She is now empowered to be death 
to death, and destruction to destruction. I will ransom 
them from the power of the grave; I will redeem them 
from death! (Hosea 13.14). Awesome powers have been 
transmitted to Christ’s church, including the power to 
raise the dead! “And greater things shall he do because I 
go to the Father!” Yes, Christ was given the keys of death 
and the grave (Rev. 1.8); but He made a duplicate set and 
gave them to His church! (Mt. 16.19). His commission is 
therefore, “Go . . . raise the dead!”       
 We have a message that takes the sting out of death; 
for though a believer may die, yet shall he live; and in fact 
believers never die! (Jn. 11.25-26). Praise God! Death 
is swallowed up in victory!  In Christ, sin and death are 
destroyed and the grave is buried! It is exuberating to know 
that not even sin and death have dominion over us!---that 
just as Jesus died to fulfill all righteousness, and then came 
forth from the grave on the third day for our justification; 
so also the church came forth from the grave! This is 
doubtlessly the meaning of “the gates of [hades] shall not 
prevail against [the church]!” Spiritual death seems to be 
an impenetrable fortress---like Jericho---a city fortified 
with walls and gates. But you know the story: the walls 
came tumbling down by the power of God when “the 
church in the wilderness” marched around seven times and 
blew the trumpets!              
 But Jesus’ declaration---“The gates of hades shall 
not prevail”---signifies more than that. It means that God’s 
church has been entrusted with the words of eternal life and 
empowered to raise the dead---to bring sinners to life; and 
otherwise is enabled to pull them out of the fire! (Jude 23). 
 We are talking here of being baptized with a 
supernatural energy---a power of electrifying force that 
will quicken the dead and raise them from the grave! The 
gates of the grave shall not prevail against [the ministry 
of the church]! We have been given the ministry of 
reconciliation! (2 Cor. 5.17-21; 6.1). Paul: “I have begotten 
you through the Gospel!” (1 Cor. 4.15); “I have begotten 
[my son, Onesimus] in my bonds” (Philemon 10).       
              

  Section III
The Church---an Extension 

of Christ’s Incarnation
 The church is therefore more or less an extension 
of the incarnation of Christ; we embody His life and power. 
And by embodying His life and power, we embody the life 
and power of the Father and the Holy Ghost: for in Christ 
dwells “all the fullness of the Godhead bodily” (Col. 2.9): 
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and thus when we receive Christ into our hearts, we receive 
the whole Trinity---the whole Godhead dwells in us! This 
makes the church a living dynamo! 
 See, when Christ was here in the flesh, He 
manifested the invisible Father and Holy Ghost, and 
revealed His preexistent self also, His special status as the 
eternal Logos, who until His incarnation had remained a 
mystery “in the bosom of the Father” (Jn. 1.18; Lk. 10.22; 
Eph. 1.3-23; 2.12-22; 4-11; Phil. 2.5-11). Christ brought to 
light that God exists in three persons; or, to put it another 
way, the one true God is three persons in one eternal and 
infinite substance---one Godhead! 
 But then Jesus went back to the Father, and so again 
was out of sight, having been caught up to the throne of God 
far above the heavens! Notwithstanding, God purposed that 
the incarnation of Christ would be extended in His church. 
In other words, He said, “I’m going away, but you’re not: 
I’m leaving My church, My body, here, fully empowered 
and equipped to be My witnesses.” While He was here 
in the flesh, Jesus said, I am the light of the world; but He 
warned, Yet a little while is the Light with you . . . (Jn. 8.35), 
and again, It is expedient that I go away . . . So now He 
declares, “Ye are the light of the world” (Mt. 5.14). And 
again, For you were sometime in darkness, but now are 
you light in the Lord” (Eph. 5.8). Now look a little closer: 
“But all things that are reproved are made manifest by the 
light: for whatsoever does make manifest is light” (v. 13); 
that is, now in His church is the light of truth, and the 
church is the highest judiciary of right and wrong on 
earth (cf. Lev. 10.10-11; 20.24-26; Mt. 16. 19; 1 Tim. 3.15; 
1 Pet. 2.9). Thus, He says, put your light on a candlestick 
so all in the house [all in the world] may know the truth and 
see your good works, and glorify your Father which is in 
heaven! (Mt. 5.14-16). 
 Look, right and wrong are not determined by the 
Supreme Court of the United States, nor by the collective 
opinion of a sinful society; nor by a professing Christianity 
that is prostituting the Word of God. “You are my witnesses, 
saith the Lord” (Isa. 43.10-12; 44.8). The church in these 
last days is the revelatory agent of God---“to make all 
men see what is the fellowship of the mystery, which from 
the beginning of the world has been hid in God . . . to the 
intent that now unto principalities and powers in heavenly 
places might be known [thru] the church the manifold 
wisdom of God” (Eph. 3. 9-10).      
     But much of the revelation of God and His truth is 
embodied by the church in a mystery and is thus only 
spiritually grasped, that is, spiritually discerned (1 Cor. 
2. 14-16); it is thus revealed through being lived out by 
the church. The church is thus a body of revelation---a 
city set on a hill in which God is manifested (Mt. 5.14; 
Rev. 21. 9-11, 21-27). In the Scriptures, City is more or 
less synonymous with government, and also Mountain is 
synonymous with government! Thus, 

“And in this mountain [Zion---the church, God’s 
government---see Isa. 2.2-4] shall the Lord of 
hosts make unto all people a feast of fat things [a 
banquet of quality food and drink with rejoicing] 
. . . And I will destroy in this mountain the face 
of the covering cast over all people, and the vail 
that is spread over the nations. He will swallow 
up death in victory . . .For in this mountain shall 
the hand of the Lord rest . . .” (Isa. 25.6-7, 8, 10).

“Thou art My servant, O Israel, in whom I will 
be glorified . . . I will also give thee for a light 
unto the Gentiles, that you may be My salvation 
unto the ends of the earth” (Isa. 49.3,6)

“Arise, shine; for thy light is come, and the glory 
of the Lord is risen upon thee. For, behold, the 
darkness shall cover the earth, and gross darkness 
the people: but the Lord shall arise upon thee, 
and His glory shall be seen upon thee. And the 
Gentiles shall come to thy light, and kings to the 
brightness of thy rising. Lift up your eyes, and 
see: all they gather themselves together, they 
come to thee . . . The abundance of the sea shall 
be converted unto thee, the forces of the Gentiles 
shall come unto thee” (Isa. 60.1-5). 

        Three significant points may be gleaned from these 
passages: 1) Converts are coming to what they see---
they come to thy light [vv. 1-3] 2) ‘Other sheep’ must be 
converted to the church! [v. 5] 3) Being confronted with 
uniting with the church creates a crisis situation for the 
believer! Paul---a proud and zealous Jew under the 
Old Covenant---had to be converted and come under 
the church’s New Covenant (Acts 9.1-16; Phil. 3.5-
6); Believing Jewish priests were converted to the new 
covenant faith--- literally joined the church (Acts 6.7). 
This was true also with our founding fathers in the late 
nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. See Richard G. 
Spurling (Lost Link, pp. 6, 48; Phillips, Quest to Restore 
God’s House, p. 43); and A. J. Tomlinson (Answering the 
Call of God, pp. 5, 17; Conflict, p. 159; Quest, pp. 209-215); 
see my personal experience related in (VOZ, pp. 12-14).          
        
 Note carefully Paul’s words to the Corinthians: 

“You are our epistle written in our hearts, known and 
read of all men: Forasmuch as you are manifestly 
declared to be the epistle of Christ ministered by us, 
written not with ink, but the Spirit of the living God; 
not in tables of stone, but in fleshly tables of the heart” 
(2 Cor. 3.2-3).

            And Peter’s words in the case with the lame beggar 
at the gate of the Temple:   
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“Look on us . . . [I don’t have any money to give 
you]; but such as I have  . . . In the name of Jesus 
Christ of Nazareth rise up and walk. And he took 
him by the right hand, and lifted him up: and 
immediately his feet and ankle bones received 
strength, And he leaping up stood, and walked, 
and entered with them into the temple, walking, 
and leaping, and praising God . . . And all the 
people saw him . . . and were filled with wonder 
and amazement” (Acts 3.2-10).     

Section IV
“Called in One Body”
One Church for All! 

 I believe we need to be bold and plain in our criticism 
and rejection of denominationalism as an acceptable system 
of Christian formation. The very word “denomination” 
denotes “division” and is equated with sectarianism, being 
also in almost every instance the result of partisanship and 
schism, which are “works of the flesh” (Gal. 5.19-21). In 
fact “division”, “schism”, “sedition”, and “heresy” [which 
causes division] are explicitly denounced and forbidden 
in the Scriptures (1 Cor. 1.10-13; 12.25; Rom. 16.17; Gal. 
5.20; Titus 3.10; 2 Pet. 2.1).                    
 Denominationalism as a system has been built 
historically upon prejudiced opinions and unscriptural 
practices, such as racism, nationalism, tribalism, social 
status, economic status, cultural biases, and class 
structures. Hence, there are black churches (e.g., African 
Methodist Episcopal, Hispanic churches (e.g., Latin 
American Council of Christian Churches, which separated 
from the Assemblies of God in 1922), oriental churches 
[e.g., Asian Christian Charismatic Fellowship], and state 
churches---e. g., Lutheranism, Anglicanism, Romanism, 
Russian Orthodox, Greek Orthodox, et al., and literally 
hundreds of associations and organizations built along 
the lines of race, national and tribal identities, social and 
cultural biases, and class systems. And these have been set 
in motion in spite of the plain revelation of the apostles’ 
teachings that in God’s church “there is neither Greek 
nor Jew, circumcision nor uncircumcision, Barbarian, 
Scythian, bond nor free” (Col. 3.11). 
 Racial, cultural, economic, social, political, 
nationalistic, and tribal prejudices are the result of man’s 
fall in Eden: and therefore are learned behaviors. Class 
structures and caste systems were invented by sinful minds. 
Small children in their innocence show instinctively that 
these prejudices are the result of man’s fallen nature.  Thus 
Jesus said, “Out of the mouth of babes and sucklings Thou 
hast perfected praise” (Mt. 21.16) and again, “I thank 
Thee, O Father . . . because Thou hast hid these things from 
the wise and prudent, and hast revealed them unto babes” 

(11. 25). In fact, where innocent children are not influenced 
by prejudiced and carnal adults, racial characteristics, tribal 
distinctions, and economic status mean nothing to them. So 
they sing: “Red and yellow black and white, they are all 
precious in His sight.”  
 It is plain that the church in the Scriptures is 
one visible and corporate body [as far as it extends 
throughout the world]---both as it actually existed in 
the Old and New Testaments and as it is envisioned in 
the prophetical writings of Jesus and the apostles and the 
prophets (Mt. 5.14; 16.18-19; Jn. 10.16; 17.20-23; Acts 
2.42; 6.1-6; 15.1-16.5; Rom. 16.1; 1 Cor. 7.17; 12.12, 20; 
14.33; Eph. 1.10; 2.11-19; 3.6, 9; 1 Thess. 1.1-4; Rev. 19.7-
9; Isah. 42.6; 49. 6; 60.3; Amos 9.11-12; et al.); and all 
of the local churches are ordained to consist together 
and inhere in that one body (Acts 15.1-16.5; 1 Cor. 16.1, 
19; 2  Cor. 8.1; Gal.1.2, 22; et al)---to “walk by the same 
rule”, “speak the same thing”, have “one mind”, speak with 
“one voice”, and have “the same judgment” in regard to 
faith [doctrine], government and discipline (Acts 2.42; 6.1-
6; 15.1-16.5; Rom. 15. 6; 16.17; 1 Cor. 1.10; Phil 3.16; 2 
Thess. 2.15; Isa. 52.8; et al.).                  

“And let the peace of God rule in your hearts, to the 
which also you are called in one body” (Col. 3.15)
        
“And that He might reconcile both [Jews and 
Gentiles] unto God in one body by the cross” 
(Eph. 2.16) . . . That the Gentiles should be fellow 
heirs, and of the same body  . . . (3.6, 9).  

“There is one body, and one Spirit, even as you 
are called in the one hope of your calling; One 
Lord, one faith [doctrine], one baptism . . .” 
(Eph. 4.4-6). 

“For as the body is one, and has many members, 
and all the members of that one body, being many, 
are one body: so also is Christ [i.e., Christ’s 
body] . . . But now are they many members yet 
one body” (1 Cor. 12.12, 20).  

         
 God’s desire and plan is that all believers come together 
in one body to reflect the unity of the Trinity in answer 
to Jesus’ high priestly prayer: “Neither pray I for these 
[apostles] alone, but for them also which shall believe on 
Me through their word: That they all may be one; as thou, 
Father, art in Me, and I in Thee, that they may be made one 
in us: that the world may believe that Thou hast sent Me” 
(Jn. 17.20-23).   
        This oneness has not been fully achieved as of 
yet (Eph. 1.10; 4.11-16), but is plainly the will of God as 
shown in the prophetic words of Scripture, and in the vision 
of the prophets and apostles and Christ. Jesus said, “And 
other sheep I have, which are not of this fold: them also I 
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must bring, and they shall hear my voice; and there shall be 
one fold, and one shepherd” (John 10.16). Note, this fold! 
This fold, this peculiar people, this holy nation, was first 
established at Mt. Sinai (Ex. 19.5-8; 24.3-7; Deut. 1.19; 
4.10, 15-24; Acts 7.38; 1 Pet. 2.9); then, during Christ’s 
earthly ministry, was brought under the terms of the new 
covenant (Jer. 31.31-33; Heb. 7.11-28; 8.1-13). Further, 
in God’s prophetic time, and by His miraculous power, 
all believers will be drawn together into this one fold (Jn. 
10.16; 11.49-52; 17.20-23; Eph. 1.10; 2.11-19; 3.6; 4.11-
16; Isa. 60.1-5; et al). Isaiah’s prophecy makes it plain that 
there is a “thee” and a “they”. “All they gather themselves 
together, they come to thee!” (60.4).          

Section V
The Evils of Denominationalism

 In light of the plain teachings and practices of Jesus 
and the apostles in regard to the church in the Scriptures, 
denominationalism is obviously an unacceptable mode 
of Christian formation. This does not mean necessarily 
that all denominations are evil per se, in fact, there are 
many denominations that are well intentioned and do 
much good. Still, however, denominationalism stands in 
contradiction to God’s prophetic purpose to unify His 
people in one body of Christ; and this visible union is for 
His own glory and for the mutual benefit of all believers!    
 Denominationalism transgresses against the 
divine command that there should be no schism nor division 
in the church (Rom. 16.17; 1 Cor. 1.10; Gal. 5.19-21). 
Denominationalism defies the very doctrine and historical 
narrative of the church in the Bible; which is plainly revealed 
as one visible body operating under one government 
and discipline: a church in which all the members are 
commanded to “walk by the same rule”, “mind the same 
thing”, have “the same judgment”, “see eye to eye”, and 
to labor together to fulfill Christ’s mission in the world. 
 Further, the church in the New Testament refused 
to compromise the teachings of Christ and the apostles, 
being committed to teach and practice “all things 
whatsoever” that Christ commanded (Mt. 28.19). It also 
guided and encouraged its members to “live by every 
word that proceeds out of the mouth of God” (Mt. 4.4); 
and “continued steadfastly in the apostles’ doctrine and 
fellowship” (Acts 2.42).        
 One of the cardinal doctrines upon which our 
founding fathers restored the church in the late nineteenth- 
and early twentieth century was that God’s church is not 
a denomination, and that, in fact, denominationalism 
stands as a “Babylon” of confusion. Reflecting on the 
fall of the New Testament church and the subsequent 
development of denominationalism; which stood in lieu of 
the Bible church, R. G. Spurling wrote:

“[We are] driven to the wall and stand aghast and 
cry . . . Where did the Church sidetrack? ... Where 
did the builders fail to build with gold, silver and 
precious stones and commence to build with 
wood, hay, and stubble?”

“Oh, what confusion reigns in the various sects of 
earth today. It could not have been worse on the 
top of the tower of Babel when God came down 
and confounded the language of the people. It 
seems that our tower of Babylon is built and our 
spiritual language confounded. Above all this din 
of strife and confusion I hear Christ praying in 
John 17:21, that they all may be one. Would He 
thus have prayed for unity and given a law that 
would bring discord? Nay, never. But, says some, 
there is no division of God’s people; but our 
reason says not so. Christ said the world might 
believe but there is not the unity which Christ 
wanted by any means but a confusion that He 
does not want.”       

 Observe; it is easy for one to formulate in his 
imagination certain theological ideas about the church, 
and write papers for seminaries and theological societies 
expressing a number of speculations and endless theories 
about the church---e. g., the doctrine of a spiritual or 
“invisible church”,  the doctrine of apostolic succession, 
etc.; but when one looks at the church in the Bible, he sees 
something quite different: namely, many local churches 
operating together under one visible government, and 
agreeing together and walking together as one visible 
body of Christ (Acts 15.1-16.5). The twelve apostles 
labored together under one visible government; and 
they taught the same thing; and all of the ministers 
and members walked by the same rule of faith and 
practice. 
            One of the most popular theological fictions today 
that almost all Christians have bought into is the doctrine 
of an “invisible church”---a myth that we have elsewhere 
proven beyond any doubt to be merely the child of “vain 
imagination.” Notwithstanding the absurdity, this errant 
doctrine has given strength to the development and 
practice of denominationalism. Many renown leaders in 
fact have postulated some of the most convoluted notions 
to justify denominationalism. A world-renown Pentecostal 
leader, with roots in our own tradition of the faith, even 
went so far as to commend denominationalism on the basis 
that the existence of denominations provides a safeguard 
against institutional pride, and helps prevent “bigotry” 
and “ecclesiolatry.”  Now ponder on that logic in light of 
Jesus’ and the apostles’ call and prayers for Christian union! 
 The corresponding evil associated with the 
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invisible church fiction is that it militates against a sincere 
commitment to the government and mission of the 
actual visible church of the Bible: for, accordingly, if one 
is born again into a spiritual or invisible body---which is 
commonly referred to as the “true church”, then it really 
doesn’t matter to which denominational church one may 
belong; for the “true church”, the imagined mystical body 
of Christ, is simply something realized in the Spirit. Then 
one might just as well unite with one local evangelical 
fellowship as another, or be a part of one Pentecostal 
denomination as another; for what really matters is that 
you are in the true spiritual church---the one floating 
around in the universe somewhere, or everywhere; part 
of it being in the multiplicity of sects and denominations 
on earth; part of it being in the independent fellowships 
located here and there; and part of it being in persons 
with no affiliation to any visible fellowship and church 
government at all. It was this logic that our founders and 
pioneers in the Church of God found to be absurd in the 
light of the actual church one sees operating in the Gospels 
and book of Acts; and that is plainly theologized in the 
apostolic epistles.                
          Now the evils of denominationalism are many. 
Besides the obvious disparity in doctrine and discipline 
among the ever multiplying number of denominations, 
which prevents God’s people from obeying the apostolic 
commands to “walk by the same rule,” “mind the same 
thing” (Phil. 3:16), have “the same judgment,” speak 
the same thing,” and to “be perfectly joined together” 
so “there be no divisions among you” (1Cor.1:10), there 
is the further evil that denominationalism encourages and 
harbors errant and corrupt ministers and members; for 
it is often the case that when one particular denomination 
reproves and revokes a minister‘s credentials, the minister 
is then joyously welcomed by another denomination, and 
therewith his sin and disorderliness is white-washed 
and remains to corrupt his newfound fellowship. 
And the denomination that excluded him often has 
meanwhile accepted a minister or member from another 
denomination who had been reproved and excluded 
for some corrupt behavior. And thus denominationalism 
harbors and promotes an endless number of heresies 
and moral defilements which spread like a cancer 
through the whole system.
 Further, denominationalism promotes the senseless 
waste of precious financial resources, for instead of one 
financial plan for the church, there are a thousand plans 
implemented and supported. And in the place of one general 
storehouse there are ten thousand. Consequently, monies that 
could be used in the advancement of world evangelism and 
for discipleship and benevolent programs for believers, 
are rather squandered on the various bureaucracies 
and political structures.
 Finally, the prophetic vision and mission of the 

church is blurred and distorted by denominationalism; in 
fact, the prophetic call for visible Christian union is often 
flatly denied in order to justify and sustain the system of 
denominations. Thus denominationalism is substituted in 
lieu of the prophets’ and apostles’ vision of the one glorious 
Church of God (S.S. 6.8-10; Isa. 2.2-4; 49.6.22; 60.1-5; 
Jn.10.16; 11.49-52; 17.20-23; 1 Cor.12.12-28; Eph. 1.10; 
1.11-19; 3.6; 4.4-6, 11-16; et al.); and the call to labor 
together toward that end---toward the union of God’s people 
in one visible body---is also either obstructed or denied!
 Two of the most ridiculous arguments used to 
justify denominationalism are, first, that it is impossible 
for Christians to agree on what Jesus and the apostles 
actually meant in their words and teachings; and, second, 
that many things that Jesus and the apostles taught are 
not essential to the Gospel. So they conclude that believers 
should just “agree to disagree.” Yet Jesus and the apostles 
call believers to search the scriptures diligently, and to 
reason together to determine the mind and will of God (Jn. 
5.39; 7.16-17; Acts 2.42; 5.28; 15.1-16.5; Rom. 6.17-18; 
16.17; 1 Tim. 1.3; 6.1-3; 2 Tim 3.10, 15-16; Heb. 6.1; 2 Jn. 
9; et al). In other words, we are called to agree together on 
the meaning of Jesus’ and apostles’ doctrine, rather than to 
accept the hopeless and self-defeating idea that we cannot 
know the truth---that we cannot come together with open 
Bibles in hand, and pray and seek God together until the 
Spirit of the Lord enables us to see eye to eye on every 
word of God; for “man does not live by bread alone but by 
every word that proceeds out of the mouth of God” (Mt. 
4.4; see also Deut. 6.24-2; 8.1-3).    
        Believers are commanded in fact “to live by every 
word of God,” and to proclaim and disciple believers in 
the “all things whatsoever” that Christ commanded (Mt. 
28.19-20; see also Mt. 5.6; Acts 20.27; 2 Tim. 3.14-17; 4.2-
5)! Proclaiming and practicing all of the teachings of Christ 
and the apostles is our commitment in Zion Assembly, and 
also our message to the nations.  
 Thomas Jefferson, the celebrated third president of 
the United States, was a deist and thus denied the miraculous 
nature of Christ’s birth and other miracles in the Bible. For 
deists believe that “God” created the world and then left it 
to run more or less mechanically on its own. There is no 
room in the deist mind therefore for divine interventions. 
 Jefferson believed in the historical Jesus, but 
denied that Jesus was God in the flesh. He thus famously 
(or infamously) cut out of the New Testament all of the 
supernatural interventions and miraculous narratives, 
including all those associated with Jesus’ earthly ministry, 
leaving us with what Jefferson supposed was Jesus’ true 
ethical teachings. This “Bible” is now infamously called the 
“Jefferson’s Bible” (We have a copy of it in the church’s 
library in Cleveland). 
 Interestingly, most Christians see the heresy and 
corruption of the “Jefferson Bible,” yet they don’t seem to 
be able to see the correspondence of “Jefferson’s Bible” 
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to denominationalism, that is, that the denominational 
system does the same thing. For one denomination says 
“this doctrine” is not essential to the Gospel and another 
says “that doctrine” is not essential to the Gospel. And so 
these various groups “[make] the Word of God of none 
effect” in regard to the particular teachings in question. 
They supplant God’s commandments with their traditions-
--the same thing that Jesus accused the Pharisees of doing! 
(cf. Mt. 15. 6; Mk. 7.13).     
 Denominational leaders thus teach their constituents 
to ignore many of the commandments of God. A friend of 
mine in a certain Pentecostal denomination said to me not 
long ago in regard to Jesus’ teaching on Footwashing, that 
this practice is not essential to the Gospel and therefore that 
it was not necessary to observe it. Others deny the power 
to live a sanctified life, and still others deny the Trinity, the 
Rapture, the Millennial Reign of Christ and the church on 
earth, the immortality of the soul, eternal damnation, etc. 
On the other hand, some denominations teach doctrines that 
are not in Scripture, that is, they add to the Word of God; for 
example, some teach a limited atonement (advocating that 
God decreed from eternity those who would be saved and 
those who would not be saved), and eternal security (“once-
in-grace-always-in-grace”); others teach the Immaculate 
Conception of Mary, the intercession of “Saints,” Purgatory, 
Papal infallibility, etc. 
 In view of the great diversity of theological teaching 
and the confusion that exists in the denominational system, 
I have proposed in jest that the various denominations might 
consider producing a multi-denominational Bible---that is, 
a Bible that would be fitting for all of the various groups:
and in reverent sarcasm I suggested further that it might 
be called “The Great Babylon Bible!” I theorized further 
that it might turn out to be a rather voluminous book in 
order to be equitable to all, and to give vent to the pluralism 
and multiplicity of opinion within the various groups; 
yet I hypothesized that its core teachings would probably 
compose fewer pages than the “Jefferson’s Bible.” In this 
way a great Ecumenical movement could be advanced that 
would be more or less inoffensive to all and thus embrace 
all of humanity; forming a “beautiful” tapestry of “unity in 
diversity.”       
 So much for such witlessness. It is truly mind-
boggling in view of the glaringly visible government 
and oneness of the church in the Bible, how the great 
majority of Bible-believing evangelicals accepts so readily 
denominationalism on one hand, and the fiction of a spiritual 
or invisible church on the other. Observe, the apostles in 
the New Testament did not oversee twelve independent 
mega-churches. Acts 15 and the revelation of the church 
throughout the Bible manifestly stands in contradiction 
to such knotty thinking and tortuous interpretation of the 
Scriptures. Such reasoning is obviously an attempt to excuse, 
if not justify, denominationalism and the invisible church 

myth, and enables denominational Christians to relieve 
themselves of the full responsibilities of fulfilling the great 
commission: for it is presumed that somehow the mission 
of the church is being accomplished by all of the various 
groups and independent churches, and also the individual 
Christians who have no group affiliation: and this in spite 
of their contradictory teachings and practices and in-
fighting. The founders and early pioneers of the Church of 
God considered this rationale to be preposterous---and 
so do we also today in Zion Assembly. 
 The basic reason, it seems to me, for the 
acceptance of the invisible church fiction, on one hand, 
and the absurdity and confusion of denominationalism on 
the other, is that it is simply too overwhelming to accept 
the plain truth of the matter, that in the New Testament 
there is simply one visible and corporate body of Christ, 
and that all the apostles and elders were covenant members 
of that one body. It seems to be just too uncomfortable 
and disconcerting to accept what Jesus and the apostles so 
plainly taught and practiced in regard to the Bible church. 
For if believers would accept on its face the plain teaching 
and historical narrative of the church in the Bible, then they 
would immediately be faced with the sobering prospect 
of having to radically reorder their thinking, and become 
inconvenienced with the need to reform. This was, in fact, 
what the founders and early pioneers of the Church of God 
were faced with in the late nineteenth- and early twentieth 
century. They, however, in spite of the consequences---
the hardships, deprivations, ridicule, and persecutions---
courageously accepted the plain revelation of the church 
in the Scriptures, then stepped out by faith to restore it, 
boldly proclaiming, “one church for all!”
  Actually the great majority of believers in the world 
today give little thought to Jesus’ and apostle’ doctrine of 
the church. It falls our lot in Zion Assembly therefore to 
labor to create an ecclesiological consciousness in other 
believers. We need to preach and teach the church! But 
in order to effectively and convincingly teach and preach 
it, our ministers in Zion Assembly must themselves see it 
in the Scriptures, and grasp the prophetic vision! This 
brings us to our next section.   

Section VI
School of Ministry and Bible College

 
 We have put a great deal of emphasis on our School 
of Ministry since 2005, and in recent years on the need for 
a more advanced educational program, namely, a Bible 
college. Perhaps everyone familiar with our School of 
Ministry program will agree that the school has contributed 
immeasurably to our unity, stability, and growth in Zion 
Assembly. The school has virtually unlimited potential as 
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           There was a general consensus among all who were privileged to attend this Assembly that it was in many ways the most 
outstanding Assembly to date. The preaching, singing, music, support ministries programs, dramatic skits, and pageantry were 
all dynamic and edifying. Also, the brotherly love and gracious spirit of fellowship that prevailed throughout the glorious week 
was exceptional. 
            The altar services were outstanding. Many had special needs met. Some were saved; some sanctified; others were healed 
physically and/or spiritually; and all of the delegates were blessed in one way or another. The Spirit of the Lord ministered on 
more than one occasion in the altar services for more than an hour---working His mysterious and wonderful power in the hearts 
of all who believed!
           Interspersed throughout the week, several expressed a desire to unite with the church, and time and place was given to 
receive these believers into the church. These ceremonies added a delightful dimension to the Assembly.
           The Presiding Bishop’s annual address was again this year well received and offered guidance for the church to march 
forward (see pp. 4-15, 26-29). Citing John 1.4, he emphasized that the church’s light---its doctrinal understanding---must 
grow out of the life of God permeating the hearts and minds of the ministers and members. Otherwise, the Presiding Bishop 
warned, we risk becoming no more than a common denomination with a list of creedal statements; and, accordingly, we will 
tend to be legalistic and judgmental; holding tenaciously to certain articles of faith at the expense of genuine spirituality and 
heartfelt fellowship.  
          The Assembly Business Committee (ABC) and Doctrinal Committee joined together this year to consider two particular 
sections of the Presiding Bishop’s address; namely, the appeal to modify the traditional governing structure of the church, 
and a financial proposal to pay-off the present indebtedness on the International properties. This financial plan has in view 
the making of a new loan in order to proceed with the envisioned headquarters expansion and construction of facilities for the 
Bible college (see PB address, pp. 4-15, 26-29, and ABC report, pp. 21-25). The committees followed through with both sections 
of the annual address and made appropriate recommendations which were accepted by the Assembly without a dissenting 
voice. 
          Several of the support ministries programs were outstanding, including the School of Ministry program in charge of 
Bruce Sullivan; the Seniors Ambassadors program in charge of E.A. McDonald; the Sunday School program in charge of 
Donna Pounders; the Youth program in charge of Miguel Garcia, Jr.; the Children’s Ministries program in charge of Cheryl 
McDonald; and the World Mission program in charge of Scott E. Neill. 
         Again this year the Parade of Nations, directed by Wanda Kay Busbee, highlighted the World Mission program. Miss 
Katie Busbee was chosen to represent the Bride of Christ surrounded by forty-one ladies dressed in red gowns with white 
sashes representing the forty nations where Zion Assembly has been established. Indonesia was added to the Parade of Nations 
this year and was ceremoniously received into the fold.                                      
          In the final session of the Assembly on Sunday morning, the Presiding Bishop nominated six men to serve with him on 
the new International Executive Council. These men were accepted without a dissenting voice by the Assembly. The PB then 
proceeded to appoint another 105 men and women to international positions, including the International Staff, national and 
state overseers, and committee chairmen and members. 
          A consecration service followed the appointments, which included the new appointees and all of the ministers and members 
who were privileged to attend the Assembly. Betty Holstein, Brenda Rexroad, and Debbie Reid then led the Assembly in singing, 
“Heaven Will Surely Be Worth It All.” The atmosphere in the sanctuary then filled up with the sweet presence of Heaven’s Holy 
Dove, and the saints embraced one another amidst tears of joy and expressions of tender affections. The delegates lingered in 
the sanctuary for some time, basking in the sunshine of brotherly love, gradually dispersing to go back to their fields of labor. 
          The gavel came down closing the Assembly on Sunday at exactly 12:00 p.m. The attendance was 427.                             
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General Appointments
2015-2016

International Staff

General Field Secretary........................................................................Miguel Garcia, Sr.
World Mission Director........................................................................Scott Neill
General Treasurer.................................................................................Vicki Neill
Shepherding Ministries Director.........................................................Byron Harris
School of Ministry Director..................................................................Bruce Sullivan
Communications/Media Ministries.....................................................Scott Neill
Ladies Ministries...................................................................................Kim Erwin
Sunday School Director........................................................................Donna Pounders
Sunday School Literature Editor........................................................Todd McDonald
Youth Ministries Director.....................................................................Miguel Garcia, Jr
Children’s Ministries Director.............................................................Cheryl McDonald
Camping Cordinator/Advisor..............................................................Miguel Garcia, Jr
Voice of Zion SYNC Booster.................................................................Glenda Major
Office Assistance/Voice of Zion Lay-out and Design..........................Marie Crook
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Liberia...................................................... Amos Agbonifo
Malawi................................................Maliele Dzuwa
Mexico…............................................Danny Ramirez
Mozambique......................................Maliele Dzuwa
Myanmar (Burma)....................Boonyong Bureenok
Nicaragua….........................................Freddy Garcia
Nigeria….……...................................Yomi Adekunle
Pakistan……..............................Boonyong Bureenok
Paraguay.….............................................Jorge Estroz 
Peru……..................................Yum V Munoz Quispe
Philippines…......................…Domingo Resurreccion
South Africa.....................................David November
South Sudan......................................…Elijah Wafula
Tanzania….............................................Edward Agar
Thailand…...........................…..Boonyong Bureenok
Togo...................................................Amos Agbonifo
Uganda....................................Maurice Ogada Odede
Uruguay...................................................Jorge Estroz
United States............................................L.W. Carter
Zambia.................................................David Gomba
Zimbabwe............................................David Gomba

International Executive Council
Presiding Bishop, Wade H. Phillips, Scott E. Neill, 
L.W. Carter, Bruce Sullivan, Miguel Garcia, Sr., Joe 
Steele, Joel Brooks.

Assembly Business Committee
Chairman: Joe Steele
L.W. Carter, Zachary Snyder, , Ray Dickson,
Jim Orange, Miguel Garcia, Sr., Byron Harris, 
Scott E. Neill

Doctrine Committee    
Chairman: Bruce Sullivan
Tom Brown, Rick Ferrell, James Hargraves,
Joel Brooks, Tod Deakle, Trevor Graves, 
Jimmy Johnson

Construction Committee
Chairman: Wade H. Phillips
E.A. McDonald, L.W. Carter, Lynn Jones, 
Cecil Pounders, Todd Erwin, Tod Deakle, 
Ricky Graves, Scott Neill, Jim Orange. 

General Trustees

Wade H. Phillips, L.W. Carter, Todd Erwin,
E.A. McDonald, Scott Neill

State Overseers
North Carolina, South Carolina.......Bruce Sullivan
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ASSEMBLY BUSINESS COMMITTEE AND 
DOCTRINE REPORT

2015

2015 General Assembly Report
Assembly Business Committee and Doctrine Committee

We, your Assembly Business and Doctrine Committees, combined, after prayerful and 
thoughtful consideration, present this report to the General Assembly for your consideration.

SECTION I
Governing Structure of the Church

 In consultation with the Presiding Bishop, both the Assembly Business Committee and the Doctrine Committee 
present to this Assembly two important needs in the church at this time--- namely, a clearer understanding of the administrative 
structure and ruling authority of the church, and the need to adopt certain measures to help insure that the government of the 
church operates in harmony with and in conformation to the will of God.
 In our tradition and practice of church government, we have historically swung the pendulum from one extreme to 
the other---from a democratic-individualistic kind of model of authority (represented in Christian Union from 1886 to about 
1909) to a kind of popish-catholic model (represented in the system adopted under the leadership of A.J. Tomlinson from 
1910-1943; a model which afterward was perpetuated by Tomlinson’s son, Milton, until his resignation in 1990.) 
 A few years after Milton had taken office, a major controversy developed over what is the highest authority in the 
church. Some, led by Grady R. Kent (General CPMA Secretary), believed it was the General Overseer, while others led by 
J.B. Wright (Superintendent of Bible Training Camp) believed it was the General Assembly. Milton settled the argument in 
1948 by conceding that the office of General Overseer is “subject to the Assembly.” 
 Notwithstanding, Milton, like his father, continued to wield in practice nearly popish-like powers. For example, 
the Assembly only met one week a year, leaving the General Overseer to act and make decisions unilaterally for the whole 
church the other 51 weeks. 
 Perhaps we should hasten here to point out that this rather serious error in regard to the government and administration 
of the church took nothing away from the otherwise exemplary character of the Tomlinsons---A.J. and Milton; both men 
were dedicated and zealous servants of the Lord and the church.
 Notwithstanding, A.J. Tomlinson’s thinking and position on the office of General Overseer in the context of the 
centralized governmental structure of the church was one of the fundamental causes for the disruptions in 1919-1920 and 
1922-1923. And the function of this office also contributed to the division earlier in 1909-1910---though there were of 
course other issues that contributed to the divisions, including carnality. 
 Those who separated themselves from Tomlinson either overreacted and adopted systems that were more or less 
democratic: for example, the “Original Church of God” led by J.L. Scott in 1919-1920; or else adopted systems that were 
more or less Episcopal in nature: for example, the “Church of God” led by the Llewellyn-Lee faction in 1922-1923 gradually 
admitted that their system is Episcopal in nature and function. The democracy of the “Original Church of God” made that 
organization more or less ineffectual in its fellowship and outreach [it has never amounted to much]; and on the other hand, 
the Church of God has grown and now claims over 6 million members; yet this organization does not consider itself to be a 
divine institution, admitting that it is merely a denomination---a humanly devised system.       
 In December 1943 Homer Tomlinson led a schism in the church and formed an organization that he called “The 
Church of God” on the basis of an exalted office at the top of a pyramid of administrative authority. In developing this 
system, he followed more or less in the steps of his father; but Homer went further than his father in claiming to be the “King 
of the World.” 
 In 1956-1957 Kent did the same thing, more or less, separating himself with a few hundred followers and naming 
their organization, “The Church of God--Jerusalem Acres”. This group since that time has had several splits, each adopting 
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a system based on an exalted man at the top of an administrative pyramid. Again in 1993, a group of ministers and members 
in the Church of God of Prophecy, which had for several years identified themselves as “The Concerned,” created a schism 
and chose Robert Pruitt as their exalted General Overseer. They organized in July 1993, and like Homer and Kent before 
them, adopted the name “The Church of God.” This group has since divided a number of times, and to our knowledge all 
have based their administrative systems on an exalted office at the pinnacle of a pyramid of Episcopal authority. 
 Beginning about 1986, questions were raised to challenge the traditional view of the office of General Overseer 
and the governmental structure of the church; namely, that the church had drifted more or less into an Episcopal form of 
government, and that the office of General Overseer had become a popish-like position. This led in 1990 to the appointment 
of an International Committee to study the office of General Overseer. 
 The next year, however, Billy Murray, who had succeeded Milton as General Overseer in 1990, appointed a 
completely new committee to study further the office of General Overseer. (This was done under pressure from some of 
his advisors). Most of these new committeemen had little or no insight into the traditional theology and development of the 
office of General Overseer and the governmental structure built up around it. Consequently, they introduced a whole new 
governmental structure built on distrust of leadership, which consequently tended to strap or neuter inspirational and gifted 
leaders. They also distorted [either unwittingly or purposively] the 1990 committee’s original thoughts on the plurality of 
leadership thereby consequently forming a government that blended both a Presbyterian and Episcopal type of system. What 
was lost in the shuffle and confusion was anointed and gifted leaders. In most cases, men and women who were not divinely 
called nor qualified for such high positions filled the chief seats of the church. And those who were spiritually gifted did 
not have the freedom to act under inspiration and the power of their anointing. In effect, what was ultimately lost was the 
sovereign headship of Christ over the church!
 In Zion Assembly since 2004 we have made some remarkable improvements and progress in regard to the 
administrative and governing structure of the church. First and foremost, every effort has been (and is being) made to 
recognize and exalt the sovereign headship of God over the church. This we believe is the key to “theocratic government”-
--to build a governing system through which God in Christ and through the Holy Ghost essentially rules (Lk. 9:33-35; Jn. 
14:26-28; 15:26; 16:7-15; Ac. 15:28; 1 Co. 2:3-16; et al).  
 Notwithstanding, we have noticed that God also rules instrumentally through His church. This is plainly seen in the 
Scriptures, not only theologically but in the practical acts of the church (cf. Mt. 16:19; 18:15-20; Mk. 13:34; Jn. 15:27; Ac. 
1:15-26; 6:1-7; 15:1-16:5; 1 Co. 12:28; et al). The government is “upon His shoulder”, that is, in and with Christ’s body, the 
church (Is. 2:2-4; 9:6; Mt. 16:19; Mk. 13:34; Lk. 19:13; 2 Co. 3:5-6; 5:18-20; 6:1; et al).  
 Some of the improvements made in Zion Assembly since 2004 to conform more perfectly to theocratic government 
are: 1) We have modified the title of the highest office in the government, calling it the office of Presiding Bishop [more 
precisely the position of Presiding Bishop]. This was done in order to modify the traditional exalted view of the office of 
General Overseer. Scripturally, the Presiding Bishop holds the same office as every other bishop, only he is positioned as the 
“chief” or “first among equals” in the administration of the church. 2)We have emphasized the biblical qualifications of the 
man for the position; particularly noting that he should have a proven record of faithfulness, stability, and experience, and 
be manifestly gifted and anointed to govern or rule in the church (Mt. 25:15; 1 Co. 12:28; Ep. 4:7-16). 3)We have limited 
the term of office to four years; yet we have left the tenure open for the same man to serve multiple terms if “it seems good 
to the Holy Ghost, and to us.” 4)We have endeavored to discourage thinking and actions that tend to exalt too highly the 
man holding the office, emphasizing that the one selected is appointed finally by the church, rather than unilaterally by the 
Holy Ghost [see Mt. 10:25-27; Ac. 1:21-26; 15:1-4, 22, 25, 28, 30, 33-40]. Notwithstanding, it has been emphasized also 
that the church should seek for the guidance of the Spirit in the whole selection process; and feel assured that the selection 
is pleasing to the Lord. In fact, the Presiding Bishop as well as other chief leaders should be “esteemed very highly in love 
for their works sake” (1 Th.. 5:13). 5) We have emphasized that the Presiding Bishop, as well as other leaders in the church, 
is a servant; and therefore should proceed in his work with lowliness and meekness, not as a lord or master (see Mk. 10:42-
45; Lk. 22:24-27; Jn. 13:14-17; Ph.. 2:3-8; Ep. 3:8; 1 Pe. 5:2-6). While God gifts and empowers leaders in the church to 
be strong and just, as well as gentle and wise; there is a great difference between leadership and dictatorship, between the 
pastoral spirit and the spirit of lordship (cf. Mk. 10:42; 13:24; Lk. 22:25; 1 Co. 3:10; 1 Th. 2:4-12; He. 13:7, 17; 1 Pe. 3).    
 It remains, however, that while we have made some progress in our understanding of theocratic government, we 
have not arrived at the wisest and most biblical form of it, particularly in regard to the position of Presiding Bishop and the 
governing structure of the church. For example, it seems to us that the Presiding Bishop still acts with too much unilateral 
authority in making universal appointments and setting the agenda in general for the whole church worldwide. Granted, we 
should proceed cautiously in correcting any weakness in this regard, lest we overreact and err in the other direction---that 
is, in swinging the pendulum again to the other extreme: for, after all, God has set officers in the church and given them 
authority and inspiration to make decisions and to appoint other leaders to important positions in the church (see Mk. 13:34; 
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Ac. 6:2-6; 13:1-4; 15:22, 25, 30, 33-40; 19:22; 20:17-18; 1 Co. 4:17; 12:28; 2 Co. 8:18, 23; 9:3; 12:17-18; Ep. 6:22). In 
fact, God ordains leaders to act with great authority; therefore we should feel the weight of our offices and positions, and 
seek God for wisdom, humility, patience, anointing, soberness, gravity, strength, spiritual empowerment, and direction---in 
a word, the Mind of Christ!               
 The scriptures that we have cited above show that God’s church has a peculiar form of government that is neither 
Congregational nor Presbyterian nor Episcopal, nor a Monarchical or Popish system. It is a government that ultimately is 
formed and operates under the authority and inspiration of God, through His Word and Spirit! Christ is the head of the church 
and, presently, between His Ascension recorded in Mark 16:19 and the Rapture foreseen in 1 Thessalonians 4:16-17 and 1 
Corinthians 15:51-53, He rules the church through the gifts and manifestations of the Holy Ghost. And the highest gifts in 
the church are the God-called and God-gifted ministers (Mk. 13:34; 1 Co. 12:4-11, 28; Ep. 4:11-16; He. 13:7, 17). Yet the 
ministers of God’s church do not act as an Episcopal elite but rather in harmony with the whole body of the church (Ac. 
15:12, 22, 25-28): for all of the members are potentially Spirit-filled and guided by the same Spirit (Jn. 14:16-18; 15:26-27; 
16:13-16; Ac. 15:28; 1 Co. 12:15-30). It should always be borne in mind that “the government is upon [Jesus’] shoulder” 
(Is. 9:6-7), that is, the government is with His body, the church. The ministers are part of the body; they do not stand above 
it or over against it. We thus call this form of government “theocratic” [a word that means “God-ruled” or “God-governed”]. 
The church is thus a theocracy.     
 Again, however, our old BTI books rightly defined theocratic government as “Government ruled by Spirit-filled 
men.” God rules in His kingdom directly, but He rules in His church instrumentally, that is, through spiritually-gifted 
ministers and members who are recognized by the church as such (Ac. 15:28; Ro. 16:1, 7; 1 Th. 2:4-12; 5:12-13; 1 Ti. 5:17; 
He. 13:7, 17; et al).  
 Therefore, we recommend a modification in the governmental structure of the church, namely, the adoption of an 
International Executive Council to interact with the Presiding Bishop in the general oversight of the church. The International 
Executive Council will be composed of seven members including the Presiding Bishop. The bishops selected to fill these 
positions will be nominated by the Presiding Bishop, examined and approved by the Assembly Business Committee, and 
finally approved of and appointed by the General Assembly. The bishops nominated will be selected using such criteria as 
being able to govern, maintain a biblically sound family, possess a good reputation within and without the church, and have 
a proven record of ministry. The core principles and parameters of which they will operate will be unanimous agreement 
and a covenant of confidentiality. 
 In addition, in order for there to be a quorum there must be at least five Councilmen present, including the Presiding 
Bishop (unless he becomes morally or physically incapacitated). 

SECTION II
Interim Presiding Bishop

 The following business act dealing with the office of Assistant Presiding Bishop was accepted in the 2012 General 
Assembly:

“If the Presiding Bishop should become mentally or physically incapacitated, or if the office is vacated through moral 
failure or death, the Assistant Presiding Bishop will fill the office until the next General Assembly, at which time the 
process for selecting the Presiding Bishop will be implemented. We further recommend that if the Assistant Presiding 
Bishop should become mentally or physically incapacitated, or if the office is vacated through moral failure or 
death, the Presiding Bishop be authorized to choose a successor to serve in this capacity until the following General 
Assembly.”

“The term of office of the Assistant Presiding Bishop should offset the tenure of the Presiding Bishop so as to stabilize 
the government of the church in the event of mental or physical incapacitation, or if the office is vacated through 
moral failure ordeath. Therefore, we recommend that the Assistant Presiding Bishop be nominated and selected in 
this Assembly to serve until 2014. Then at the 2014 General Assembly the term of the Assistant Presiding Bishop will 
again be for four years.” (2012 AM; p 41)

 Seeing that the International Executive Council and the modified governmental structure will supersede the present 
system of government that the church is operating under, we recommend the following changes:
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“If the Presiding Bishop should become mentally or physically incapacitated, or if the office is vacated through moral 
failure or death, the World Mission Director will fill the office until the next General Assembly, at which time the 
process for selecting the Presiding Bishop will be implemented.”

SECTION III
School of Ministry and Bible College

 
 In consultation with the Presiding Bishop, we have put a great deal of emphasis on our School of Ministry since 
2005, and in recent years on the need for a more advanced educational program, namely, a Bible college. Perhaps everyone 
familiar with our School of Ministry program will agree that the school has contributed immeasurably to our unity, stability, 
and growth in Zion Assembly. The school has virtually unlimited potential as an auxiliary in the church---as an institutional 
“help” and “government” (1 Co. 12.28)---in assisting us to fulfill the church’s divine commission to evangelize and teach 
and disciple all nations! 
 Still, we realize that the School of Ministry does not afford sufficient time and resources to fully teach and train 
and prepare our wonderful young men and women for the ministry. So in 2011 we cast a vision for a Bible college. It was 
made clear then that the college was not to take the place of the School of Ministry, but to serve to educate and train more 
thoroughly our ministers and young people for the ministry. It was said in the Presiding Bishop’s annual address that year,

“The School of Ministry falls far short of the kind of thorough teaching and training that is needed to ‘thoroughly 
furnish’ and equip leaders with the knowledge and skills to enable them to take the church forward into the glory 
envisioned by the apostles and prophets---a glory in which the church’s admirers will one day look on her and 
say, ‘Who is she that looks forth as the morning, fair as the moon, clear as the sun, and terrible as an army with 
banners?”(S.S. 6:10) 

“Nothing short of developing a Bible college and seminary will enable us to offer the kind of thorough-going 
education needed to set our ministers apart and equip them for the great end-times task of the church---that is, 
to ground and settle them in the spiritual and biblical mysteries of the Gospel and the church, and to fully equip 
them for national and international leadership in the sophisticated and complex world of the twenty-first century. 
We can see perhaps an illustration of this kind of educational experience in Jesus’ training of the Twelve Apostles. 
The Twelve were with him for the most part of three full years, learning from the Master Himself by precept and 
example. It is not likely that anything less than this kind of intimate and thorough-going teaching and training 
will suffice for our leaders in the church in these last days. Our international leaders and Bible instructors simply 
need more time with the students, and also better facilities to adequately instruct and equip them for the end-times 
ministry of the church.”              

 
 In that same Assembly, the need to construct adequate facilities for a Bible college was introduced; and this proposal 
was considered with a former proposal to expand our International Ministry Center for more office and storage space. Thus 
both proposals would be accomplished in one building project, namely, by adding a two-story wing onto our International 
Ministry Center. 
 In order to finance this project, The Prophets’ Plan was initiated, based on the account found in 1 Ki.6:1-5---in 
which “the sons of the prophets” under Elisha’s leadership cut down trees and built them a larger building for their school. 
In this financial plan, our ministers and members were challenged to give a sum of money equal to a tree that the “sons 
of the prophets” cut down in their day, hewn to fit the construction, and put in place in their new Bible college which was 
located along the Jordan River near Jericho. We estimated that a tree as such would cost in modern currency roughly $800. 
Our people responded marvelously that year and the next, purchasing more than a hundred trees. Some purchased two or 
three trees ($1600-$2400). All in all more than $162,000 has come in toward this project.         
          The rough estimate given at that time to construct the new addition was$350,000. Since then we have learned that 
the estimated cost for a two-story addition---with all that is envisioned for the college and office and storage space---would 
be more than twice that much (closer perhaps to $900,000)---though a substantial amount of this cost could be removed by 
our people volunteering their labor and various skills. If we could get to the place to break ground and frame the structure 
and dry it in, then our brethren could contribute some of their time and labor to hanging drywall, painting, laying brick and 
flooring, etc.   
          After we had embarked on raising funds for a Bible college, we were encouraged by some who desired to purchase 
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facilities for a tabernacle. An overture was also made that offered promise that a tabernacle might be donated to us---a 
facility that would need only some minor reconstruction to meet all of our needs for our International Offices and Bible 
College. When it looked feasible that obtaining these facilities might actually materialize, we presented a plan in the last 
Assembly to raise some funds for a tabernacle---thinking that a good offering with the funds already collected for the Bible 
college might be enough to remodel the building and that we would own it free and clear. Again our people responded 
wonderfully with pledges and offerings of just over $100,000---of which approximately $76,000 has come in so far. And the 
Assembly agreed also to raise funds on a regular monthly basis and call it “The Tabernacle Fund,” and most of our churches 
have been faithful in contributing to this.  
         In assessing our current needs and financial capabilities, and consulting some with the Presiding Bishop and Brother 
E.A. McDonald and others, we are ready to propose a plan going forward. 

1. It may be financially prudent and productive for the church at this point to pay off the current loan on International 
Ministry Center ($389,000). This could be done by merging the current monies we have in the Bible College Fund 
and the Tabernacle Fund, which when all of the pledges come in will be approximately $280,000. We would then 
need only approximately $110,000 to pay off the present indebtedness!  [Note we would only be borrowing from the 
tabernacle fund; this fund would remain intact and be applied to the construction of a tabernacle when we get to that 
point.]

2. As soon as the current indebtedness on our International Ministry Center is paid off, we could then make a loan 
for the construction of the two-story wing addition---which will accommodate the need for international office and 
storage space, and the Bible college. We could then immediately break ground and go forward with the vision that 
was first cast in 2011!

3. In order to expedite this plan, we could initiate in this Assembly a fund-raising drive to pay off the indebtedness of 
the International Ministry Center! We are confident that we can do this---and that you will want to do it! If so, we will 
be ready by the next Assembly to have an exciting two-fold celebration---a mortgage burning of the old indebtedness, 
and a breaking ground ceremony for the new wing on the International Ministry Center.

Meanwhile, we can continue to have our Assemblies in rented facilities, and pursue plans for the internal development of 
the Bible College.                        
            To assist us to fulfill the vision for the two-story wing addition on the International Ministry Center, we recommed that 
an attractive brochure be produced to promote the Bible College. These brochures can be used by our pastors and churches 
to raise funds in the communities where our churches exist. If we can agree on these measures, we recommed the Presiding 
Bishop oversee the production of these brochures; and try to have them ready for distribution as soon as possible.     

SECTION IV
General Funds

We recommend that we continue to operate the same financial system for this upcoming Assembly year, and that 
funds be transferred between accounts to bring all funds into a positive balance.

Respectfully Submitted, 
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more office and storage space. We thus envisioned 
accomplishing this in one building project, by 
adding a two-story wing onto our International 
Ministrries Center. 

          In order to finance this project, we initiated what 
we called The Prophets’ Plan,  based on the account found 
in 1 Kgs.6.1-5---in which “the sons of the prophets” under 
Elisha’s leadership cut down trees and built them a larger 
building for their school. In this financial plan, our ministers 
and members were challenged to give a sum of money equal 
to a tree that the “sons of the prophets” cut down in their 
day, hewn to fit the construction, and put in place in their 
new Bible college which was located along the Jordan River 
near Jericho. We estimated that a tree as such would cost 
in modern currency roughly $800. Our people responded 
marvelously that year and the next, purchasing more than a 
hundred trees. Some purchased two or three trees ($1600-
$2400). All in all more than $162,000 has come in toward 
this project.         
 The rough estimate given at that time to construct 
the new addition was $350,000. Since then we have 
learned that the estimated cost for a two-story addition-
--with all that is envisioned for the college and office and 
storage space---would be more than twice that much (closer 
perhaps to $900,000)---though a substantial amount of this 
cost could be removed by our people volunteering their 
labor and various skills. If we could get to the place to 
break ground and frame the structure and dry it in, then our 
brethren could contribute some of their time and labor to 
hanging drywall, painting, laying brick and flooring, etc.   
 After we had embarked on raising funds for the 
Bible college, we were encouraged by some who desired 
to purchase facilities for a tabernacle. An overture was 
also made that offered promise that a tabernacle might be 
donated to us---a facility that would need only some minor 
reconstruction to meet all of our needs for our International 
Offices and Bible college. When it looked feasible that 
obtaining these facilities might actually materialize, we 
presented a plan in the last Assembly to raise some funds 
for a tabernacle---thinking that a good offering with the 
funds already collected for the Bible college might be 
enough to remodel the building and that we would own it 
free and clear. Again our people responded wonderfully 
with pledges and offerings of just over $100,000---of 
which approximately $76,000 has come in so far. And the 
Assembly agreed also to raise funds on a regular monthly 
basis and call it “The Tabernacle Fund,” and most of our 
churches have been faithful in contributing to this.  
          In assessing our current needs and financial capabilities, 
and consulting some with Brother E.A. McDonald and 
others, I am ready to propose a plan going forward. 

1. It may be financially prudent and productive for 
the church at this point to pay off the current loan 

an auxiliary in the church---as an institutional “help” and 
“government” (1 Cor. 12.28)---in assisting us to fulfill the 
church’s divine commission to evangelize and teach and 
disciple all nations! 
          Still, we realize that the School of Ministry does not 
afford sufficient time and resources to fully teach and 
train and prepare our wonderful young men and women 
for the ministry. So in 2011 we cast a vision for a Bible 
college. It was made clear then that the college was not to 
take the place of the School of Ministry, but to serve to 
educate and train more thoroughly our ministers and 
young people for the ministry. It was said in the Presiding 
Bishop’s annual address that year,

“The School Ministry falls far short of the kind 
of thorough teaching and training that is needed 
to “thoroughly furnish” and equip leaders with 
the knowledge and skills to enable them to take 
the church forward into the glory envisioned by 
the apostles and prophets---a glory in which the 
church’s admirers will one day look on her and 
say, “Who is she that looks forth as the morning, 
fair as the moon, clear as the sun, and terrible as 
an army with banners?” (S.S. 6:10).  

“Nothing short of developing a Bible college 
and seminary will enable us to offer the kind 
of thorough-going education needed to set our 
ministers apart and equip them for the great 
end-times task of the church---that is, to ground 
and settle them in the spiritual and biblical 
mysteries of the Gospel and the church, and to 
fully equip them for national and international 
leadership in the sophisticated and complex 
world of the twenty-first century. We can see 
perhaps an illustration of this kind of educational 
experience in Jesus’ training of the Twelve 
Apostles. The Twelve were with him for the most 
part of three full years, learning from the Master 
Himself by precept and example. It is not likely 
that anything less than this kind of intimate and 
thorough-going teaching and training will suffice 
for our leaders in the church in these last days. 
Our international leaders and Bible instructors 
simply need more time with the students, and also 
better facilities to adequately instruct and equip 
them for the end-times ministry of the church.”  
    In this same annual address we introduced the 
need to construct adequate facilities for the 
Bible college, joining this proposal with the need 
to expand our International Ministry Center for 

Presiding Bishop’s Annual Address
Continued from page 15
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extreme to the other---from a democratic-individualistic 
kind of model of authority (represented in Christian Union 
from 1886 to about 1909) to a kind of popish-catholic 
model (represented in the system adopted under the 
leadership of A.J. Tomlinson from 1910-1943; and which 
afterward was perpetuated by Tomlinson’s son, Milton, 
until his resignation in 1990. 
          A few years after Milton had taken office, a major 
controversy developed over what is the highest authority in 
the church. Some, led by Grady R. Kent (General CPMA 
Secretary), believed it was the General Overseer, while 
others led by J.B. Wright (Superintendent of Bible Training 
School) believed it was the General Assembly. Milton 
settled the argument in 1948 by conceding that the office 
of General Overseer is “subject to the Assembly.” 
 Notwithstanding, Milton, like his  father, 
continued to wield in practice nearly popish-like powers. 
For example, the Assembly only met one week a year, 
leaving the General Overseer to act and make decisions 
unilaterally for the whole church the other 51 weeks. 
       Perhaps we should hasten here to point out that 
this rather serious error in regard to the government and 
administration of the church took nothing away from the 
otherwise exemplary character of the Tomlinsons---A.J. 
and Milton; both men were dedicated and zealous servants 
of the Lord and the church.    
 Notwithstanding, A.J. Tomlinson’s thinking and 
position on the office of General Overseer in the context 
of the centralized governmental structure of the church 
was the fundamental cause for the disruptions in 1919-
1920 and 1922-1923. And the function of this office also 
contributed to the division earlier in 1909-1910---though 
there were of course other issues that contributed to the 
divisions, including carnality. 
 Those who separated themselves from Tomlinson 
either overreacted and adopted systems that were more 
or less democratic: for example, the “Original Church 
of God” led by J.L. Scott in 1919-1920; or else adopted 
systems that were more or less Episcopal in nature: for 
example, the “Church of God” led by the Llewellyn-Lee 
faction  in 1922-1923 gradually admitted that their system 
is Episcopal in nature and function. The democracy of the 
“Original Church of God” made that organization more or 
less ineffectual in its fellowship and outreach [it has never 
amounted to much]; and on the other hand, the Church of 
God has grown and now claims over 6 million members; 
yet this organization does not consider itself to be a divine 
institution, admitting that it is merely a denomination---a 
humanly devised system.       
 In December 1943 Homer Tomlinson led a schism 
in the church and formed an organization which he called 
“The Church of God” on the basis of an exalted office 
at the top of a pyramid of administrative authority. In 
developing this system, he followed more or less in the 

on International Ministry Center ($389,000). This 
could be done by merging the current monies we 
have in the Bible College Fund and the Tabernacle 
Fund, which when all of the pledges come in will 
be approximately $280,000. We would then need 
only approximately $110,000 to pay off the present 
indebtedness!  [Note we would only be borrowing 
from the tabernacle fund; this fund would remain 
in tact and be applied to the construction of a 
tabernacle when we get to that point. 

2.  As soon as the current indebtedness on our 
International Ministry Center is paid off, we could 
then make a loan for the construction of the two-
story wing addition---which will accommodate the 
need for international office and storage space, and 
the Bible college. We could then immediately break 
ground and go forward with the vision that we 
first cast in 2011!

3. In order to expedite this plan, we could initiate 
in this Assembly a fund raising drive to pay off 
the indebtedness of the International Ministry 
Center! I am confident that we can do this---and 
that you will want to do it! If so, we will be ready 
by the next Assembly to have an exciting two-
fold celebration---a mortgage burning of the old 
indebtedness, and a breaking ground ceremony 
for the new wing on the International Ministry 
Center. 

 Meanwhile, we can continue to have our 
Assemblies in rented facilities, and pursue plans for the 
internal development of the Bible college.                        
 To assist us to fulfill the vision for the two-story wing 
addition on the International Ministry Center, we promised 
last year to design an attractive brochure to promote the 
Bible college. These brochures can be used by our pastors 
and churches to raise funds in the communities where our 
churches exist. If we can agree on these measures, we 
will give the production of this brochure a priority on our 
agenda this year; and try to have them ready for distribution 
as soon as possible.     

Section VII
Governing Structure of the Church

 In this final section of the address, two important 
needs in the church should be brought to our attention--
-namely, a clearer understanding of the administrative 
structure and ruling authority of the church, and the 
need to adopt certain measures to help insure that the 
government of the church operates in harmony with 
and in conformity to the will of God.
 In our tradition and practice of church government, 
we have historically swung the pendulum from one 
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development of the office of General Overseer and the 
governmental structure built up around it. Consequently, 
they introduced a whole new governmental structure
built on distrust of leadership, which consequently tended 
to strap or neuter inspirational and gifted leaders. They 
also distorted [either unwittingly or purposively] my original 
thoughts on the plurality of leadership and consequently 
formed a government that is a cross between a Presbyterian 
and Episcopal type of system. What was lost in the shuffle 
and confusion was anointed and gifted leaders. In most 
cases, the chief seats of the church were filled by men and 
women who were not divinely called nor qualified for such 
high positions. And those who were spiritually gifted did 
not have the freedom to act under inspiration and the power 
of their anointing. In effect, what was ultimately lost was 

the sovereign 
headship of 
Christ over the 
church! 
      In Zion 
Assembly since 
2004 we have 
made some 
r e m a r k a b l e 
improvements 
and progress 
in regard to the 
administrative 
and governing 
structure of the 
church. First 
and foremost, 
every effort 
has been (and 
is being) made 
to recognize 
and exalt the 
s o v e r e i g n 

headship of God 
over the church. This we believe is the key to “theocratic 
government”---to build a governing system through 
which God in Christ and through the Holy Ghost 
essentially rules (Lk. 9.33-35; Jn. 14.26-28; 15.26; 16.7-
15; Acts 15.28; 1 Cor. 2.3-16; et al).  
          Notwithstanding, we have noticed that God also rules 
instrumentally through His church. This is plainly seen 
in the Scriptures, not only theologically but in the practical 
acts of the church (cf. Mt. 16.19; 18.15-20; Mk. 13.34; Jn. 
15. 27; Acts 1.15-26; 6.1-7; 15.1-16.5; 1 Cor. 12.28; et al). 
The government is “upon His shoulder”, that is, it is in and 
with  Christ’s body, the church (Isa. 2.2-4; 9.6; Mt. 16.19; 
Mk. 13.34; Lk. 19.13; 2 Cor. 3.5-6; 5.18-20; 6.1; et al).  
           Some of the improvements made in Zion Assembly since 
2004 to conform more perfectly to theocratic government 

steps of his father; but Homer went further than his father 
in claiming to be the “King of the World.” 
          In 1956-1957 Kent did the same thing, more or less, 
separating himself with a few hundred followers and naming 
their organization, “The Church of God--Jerusalem 
Acres”. This group since that time has had several splits, 
each adopting a system based on an exalted man at the top 
of an administrative pyramid. Again in 1993, a group of 
ministers and members in the Church of God of Prophecy, 
who had for several years identified themselves as “The 
Concerned,” created a schism and chose Robert Pruitt as 
their exalted General Overseer. They organized in July 
1993, and like Homer and Kent before them, adopted the 
name “The Church of God.” This group has since divided 
a number of times, and to my knowledge all have based their 
administrative 
systems on an 
exalted office 
at the pinnacle 
of a pyramid 
of Episcopal 
authority. 
         Beginning 
about 1986, I 
began in my 
capacity as 
General CPMA 
Secretary and as 
a general staff 
member [having 
been appointed 
to these positions 
in 1982], to raise 
questions and 
to challenge the 
traditional view 
of the office 
of General 
Overseer and the 
governmental structure of the church. I argued that the 
church had drifted more or less into an Episcopal form 
of government, and that the office of General Overseer 
had become a popish-like position. This led in 1990 to 
the appointment of an International Committee to study the 
office of General Overseer. I was appointed as a member of 
this committee and articulated the major arguments to show 
the unscriptural and unwise aspects of the office of General 
Overseer and the system of government correlated to it.
     The next year, however, Billy Murray, who had 
succeeded Milton as General Overseer in 1990, appointed 
a completely new committee to study further the office 
of General Overseer. (This was done under pressure from 
some of his advisors). Most of these new committeemen 
had little or no insight into the traditional theology and 
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18; Eph. 6:22). In fact, God ordains leaders to act with 
great authority; therefore we should feel the weight of our 
offices and positions, and seek God for wisdom, humility, 
patience, anointing, soberness, gravity, strength, 
spiritual empowerment, and direction---in a word, the 
Mind of Christ!               
       The scriptures that we have cited above show that 
God’s church has a peculiar form of government which is 
neither Congregational nor Presbyterian nor Episcopal, nor 
a Monarchical or Popish system. It is a government that 
ultimately is formed and operates under the authority 
and inspiration of God, through His Word and Spirit! 
Christ is the head of the church, and presently, between His 
Ascension recorded in Mk 16:19 and the Rapture foreseen 
in 1 Thess. 4:16-17; 1 Cor. 15.51-53, He rules the church 
through the gifts and manifestations of the Holy Ghost. And 
the highest gifts in the church are the God-called and God-
gifted ministers (Mk. 13:34; 1 Cor. 12:4-11, 28; Eph. 4:11-
16; Heb. 13:7, 17). Yet the ministers of God’s church do 
not act as an Episcopal elite but rather in harmony with 
the whole body of the church (Acts 15:12, 22, 25-28): for 
all of the members are potentially Spirit-filled and guided 
by the same Spirit (Jn. 14:16-18; 15:26-27; 16:13-16; Acts 
15:28; 1 Cor. 12.15-30). It should always be borne in mind 
that “the government is upon [Jesus’] shoulder” (Isa. 9:6-
7), that is, the government is with His body, the church. 
The ministers are part of the body; they do not stand above 
it or over against it. We thus call this form of government 
“theocratic” [a word that means “God-ruled” or “God-
governed”]. The church is thus a theocracy.     
            Again, however, our old BTI books rightly defined 
theocratic government as “Government ruled by Spirit-
filled men.” God rules in His kingdom directly, but He rules 
in His church instrumentally, that is, through spiritually-
gifted ministers and members who are recognized by the 
church as such (Acts 15.28; Rom. 16.1, 7; 1 Thess. 2.4-12; 
5.12-13; 1 Tim. 5.17; Heb. 13.7, 17; et al).  
 I am proposing, therefore, that the Assembly 
Business Committee recommend to the General 
Assembly a modification in the governmental structure 
of the church, namely, the adoption of an Executive 
Council or International Administrative Council to interact 
with the Presiding Bishop in the general oversight of the 
church. The Executive Council might be composed of 
seven members including the Presiding Bishop. The 
men selected to fill these positions could be nominated by 
the Presiding Bishop, and appointed finally by the General 
Assembly. They should also be examined [vetted] by the 
standing Executive Council before being presented to the 
General Assembly. Consideration should be given also 
to the international nature of the church in making these 
appointments.       
                  

are: 1) we have modified the title of the highest office in 
the government, calling it the office of Presiding Bishop 
[more precisely the position of Presiding Bishop]. This was 
done in order to modify the traditional exalted view of 
the office of General Overseer. Scripturally, the Presiding 
Bishop holds the same office as every other bishop, only 
he is positioned as the “chief” or “first among equals” in 
the administration of the church. 2) we have emphasized 
the biblical qualifications of the man for the position; 
particularly noting that he should have a proven record of 
faithfulness, stability, and experience, and be manifestly 
gifted and anointed to govern or rule in the church 
(Matthew 25:15; 1 Corinthians 12:28; Ephesians 4:7-16). 
3) we have limited the term of office to four years; yet we 
have left the tenure open for the same man to serve multiple 
terms if “it seems good to the Holy Ghost, and to us.” 4)
we have endeavored to discourage thinking and actions 
that tend to exalt too highly the man holding the office, 
emphasizing that the one selected is appointed finally by 
the church, rather than unilaterally by the Holy Ghost
[see Mt. 10:25-27; Acts 1:21-26; 15:1-4, 22, 25, 28, 30, 33-
40]. Notwithstanding, it has been emphasized also that the 
church should seek for the guidance of the Spirit in the 
whole selection process; and feel assured that the selection 
is pleasing to the Lord. In fact, the Presiding Bishop 
as well as other chief leaders should be “esteemed very 
highly in love for their works sake” (1 Thess. 5:13). 5) we 
have emphasized that the Presiding Bishop, as well as other 
leaders in the church, is a servant; and therefore should 
proceed in his work with lowliness and meekness, not as a 
lord or master (see Mk. 10:42-45; Lk. 22:24-27; Jn. 13:14-
17; Phil. 2:3-8; Eph. 3:8; 1 Pet.5:2-6). While God gifts and 
empowers leaders in the church to be strong and just, as 
well as gentle and wise; there is a great difference between 
leadership and dictatorship, between the pastoral spirit 
and the spirit of lordship (cf. Mk. 10.42; 13.24; Lk. 22.25; 1 
Cor. 3.10; 1 Thess. 2.4-12; Hebrews 13.7, 17; 1 Pet.5.3).    
 It remains, however, that while we have made 
some progress in our understanding of theocratic 
government, we have not arrived at the wisest and most 
biblical form of it, particularly in regard to the position of 
Presiding Bishop and the governing structure of the church. 
For example, it seems to me that the Presiding Bishop still 
acts with too much unilateral authority in making universal 
appointments and setting the agenda in general for the 
whole church worldwide. Granted, we should proceed 
cautiously in correcting any weakness in this regard, 
lest we overreact and err in the other direction---that is, 
in swinging the pendulum again to the other extreme: for, 
after all, God has set officers in the church and given them 
authority and inspiration to make decisions and to appoint 
other leaders to important positions in the church (see Mk. 
13:34; Acts 6:2-6; 13:1-4; 15:22, 25, 30, 33-40; 19:22; 
20:17-18; 1 Cor.4:17; 12:28; 2 Cor.8:18, 23; 9:3; 12:17-



I’ve Got My Foot On The Rock
Zenus Lavanul Sherrill

“But as for me, my feet were almost gone; my steps had well nigh slipped. For I was envious at the foolish, when 
I saw the prosperity of the wicked. Until I went into the sanctuary of God; then understood I their end.” Psalm 

73:2-3, 17 KJV

Certainly we all can confess, as David did, that we have wondered as to why the dishonest, unethical, and immoral 
(the Bible calls these individuals “sinners!”) person seems to be blessed with the riches of this world while so 
many of us who serve the Lord to the best of ours ability struggle so much of the time. David offers several reasons 
why he felt this way (verses 1-16)--- and in my book he gives some good ones! However something beautiful 
transpires between versus 16 and 17 where he discovers the truth of the matter--- as he entered into the house 
of the Lord to worship Jehovah God on that day he felt the overwhelming presence of the Lords love, peace, 
contentment, and the reality that in the near future he would be eternally united with his Creator!

This simple, yet deeply gripping and necessary truth, has weighed heavily on my heart recently. Just like you, my 
family and I have battled against forces that have desired nothing more than to destroy us. So often it seems that 
the more we do to serve the Lord more faithfully, the more demonic forces we face--- in the work of the church, in 
our relationships with our family and friends, and at the workplace. But I refuse to be defeated! When Satan does 
his level best to pull my focus from Christ and His beautiful will onto mine and my family’s problems, my health, 
or the chaotic spirit of the world, I have determined to keep my feet firmly planted upon the Rock (Jesus Christ) 
and my mind settled upon His Word (His covenant to me) and my promise to live out my Christian experience all 
the way to the end.  

If you’re reading this today and have become overwhelmed with a feeling of disappointment, despondency, or 
callousness, and you feel as if you are on the verge of giving up, please don’t! Remember that He died for you! 
Jesus loves you! He delights in you! He left the Royal courts of glory to be to us and for us redemptions story! Ask 
the Lord to give you the strength to hold on, the ability to rebuke old “slew foot” and run him off, and to replace 
your focus on the blessings in your life and not on the various disappointments.  As the old hymn declares, “When 
you look at others with their lands and gold, think that Christ has promised you His wealth untold; count your 
many blessings money cannot buy,  your reward in heaven, nor your home on high.”*

Until the next time, keep singing the Gospel!

*“Count Your Blessings”
   Johnson Oatman Jr. 

Devotional Refl ections

Zachary Snyder

“The devil he will tempt you and fill your way with strife. He’ll make you sick in 
body, even try to take your life. Just put your trust in Jesus and say, ‘Lord, I’ve 
had enough.’ The Lord will say, ‘Move on, Satan, he’s got his mind made up.”

Lyrics To Encourage The Soul
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Scott E. Neill
World Mission Director

The 
      Lighter 

              Side

Julie Steele

Traveling Evangelist
 A traveling evangelist always put on a 
grand finale at his revival meetings. When he 
was to preach at a church, he would secretly hire 
a small boy to sit in the ceiling rafters with a 
dove in a cage. Toward the end of his sermon, 
the preacher would shout for the Holy Spirit to 
come down, and the boy in the rafters would 
dutifully release the dove.
 At one revival meeting, however, nothing 
happened when the preacher called for the Holy 
Spirit to descend. He again raised his arms and 
exclaimed: “Come down, Holy Spirit!” Still no 
sign of the dove. 
 The preacher then heard the anxious 
voice of the boy call down from the rafters: “Sir, 
a big black cat just ate the Holy Spirit. Shall I 
throw down the cat?”

False Accusations
 After her son fell into the pond yet again 
and came home with his good school clothes 
dripping wet, the exasperated mother sent him 
to his room, and then washed and dried his 
clothes.
 A little later, she heard a commotion in 
the back yard and called out, “Are you out there 
wetting your pants again?”
 There was dead silence for a moment. 
Then a deep, masculine voice answered meekly, 
“No, ma’am, I’m just reading the meter.”

.

   EXCITEMENT! ANTICIPATION! 
ENTHUSIASM! Yes, everyone has 
worked so hard and so faithfully in our 
October World Mission Drive.  Reports 

have come in--I could mention every local church by name--of 
fundraising activities and how church members and friends have 
helped achieve the goals set by each local church. 
     Why is our October and March Mission Drives so important?  
The mission money is used:

 To supplement our National Overseers
 To bring Overseers to the School of Ministry & General 

Assembly
 To help finance trips by International Staff to other 

countries
 To give limited money for Overseer travel from country 

to country
 To assist in emergency situations-famine, earthquakes, 

hurricanes, etc.
 To assist in building programs

     In an email received recently from the overseer of Ghana, 
David Dordah, he writes: “I shall be very glad if I could have 
a representative from the head office to visit us over here in 
November during our convention at least to assess our work and 
to also bring us some encouragement.  We shall be so glad to have 
one visit us from your end to build up our sense of belonginess 
and solidarity.”
     While in prayer recently, God directed me to the following 
scripture:

“And when he had landed at Caesarea, and gone up, 
and saluted the church, he went down to Antioch. 
And after he had spent some time there, he departed, and 
went over all the country of Galatia and Phrygia in order, 
strengthening all the disciples” (Acts 18:22-23 (KJV).  

After landing at Caesarea on the Palestinian coast, a voyage 
of about 500 miles from Ephesus, Paul went up (to Jerusalem) 
and greeted the church and then went down to Antioch. “Going 
up” and “going down” are almost technical terms that refer to 
going to and leaving Jerusalem’s higher elevation.
        It seems that the church at Antioch had sponsored the mission 
trip and Paul felt the urgency to revisit the churches that had been 
organized to further establish them in the faith.
       My heart is heavy because Zion Assembly has so much work 
that needs to be done and we have so limited time and finances to 
get it done.   Requests are coming into our office every week from 
overseers asking for us to visit their nation or region.  I am giving 
out a loud cry, “Let us continue to labor as never before, our time 
is short hereby the message of the church must be preached”.  
Praise the Lord for all that has been done. 

World Mission Update
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