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Editorials . . .
Zion Assembly: Commissioned to Carry the Glory 

of Christ’s Kingdom to the Ends of the Earth
“Listen, O isles, unto me: and hearken, ye people, from afar; the Lord hath called me . . . He [has] made my mouth 
like a sharp sword: in the shadow of His hand [has] He hid me, and made me as a polished shaft . . . And said unto 
me, Thou art my servant, O Israel, in whom I will be glorified . . . And He said, It is a light thing that [you should] 
be my servant . . .  To restore the preserved of Israel: I will also give thee for a light to the Gentiles, that [you may] 
be my salvation to the ends of the earth . . .” (Is. 49.1-6). 

The church is highly exalted by the Lord to proclaim the full Gospel to every tribe, and nation, and people and tongue 
on earth. Yet not only to proclaim but to embody the light and power of Christ: indeed, to “be [His] salvation to the 
ends of the earth.”

          The glorious prophecy, “I will also give thee for a light to the Gentiles” is enough to make pious and God-fearing 
men to blush. For it is rather to the praise and glory of the Lord that He has chosen us in Him before the foundation of 
the world: and that He has qualified us by His redeeming and sanctifying power to be the instrument of His light and 
glory to the nations! The apostle Paul understood this, and thus declared to the Corinthian church, 

“Ye are  . . . manifestly declared to be the epistle of Christ ministered by us, written not with ink, but with the Spirit 
of the living God: not in tables of stone, but in fleshly tables of the heart. And such trust have we through Christ 
to God-ward: Not that we are sufficient of ourselves to think any thing of ourselves: but our sufficiency is of God: 
Who also has made us able ministers of the new testament; not of the letter, but of the spirit . . .” (2 Cor. 3.2-6).  

We are thankful for all believers who love God and are involved in supporting mission work throughout the world. There 
is indeed much good that is being done by a great many denominations and religious groups in the world today. But in 
the final analysis, we must pull together in our own harness in Zion Assembly to fulfill the mission that Christ gave to 
the church: for God has deposited the fullness of His sacred truth in Zion (Ps. 48.10-14; 87.2-3; 102.13-16; 132.12-13; 
Is. 2.2-4; 14.32; 25.6-7; 33.5; 49.1-6; 60.1-5, 14; Ezek. 43.10-11; Jn. 14.26; 15.26-27; 17.6, 8, 14; Eph. 4.4-6, 11-16; 
1 Tim. 3.15). We thus bear the burden of the “all things whatsoever” message that Christ commanded His church to 
proclaim to every nation! (Mt. 28.19-20). This “all things” message includes certain teachings and commandments of 
Christ that other churches and groups lack the courage to uphold and proclaim, or else simply omit or misunderstand 
for lack of illumination (Eph. 1.17-18; 4.13-14).  

          I appreciate immensely that so many of our people grasp this fact: namely, that the full burden and responsibility 
of the Great Commission is on the shoulders of our ministers and faithful saints in Zion Assembly. 

        That being said, let us heartily engage ourselves in the October World Mission Drive. Recall our motto: “Everyone 
a worker, and work for everyone!” Each of us also should be cheerful givers (Lu. 6.38; 2 Cor. 9.7)! The multitudes 
are perishing every day for want of the Gospel---that is, the Good News that the Redeemer of mankind has paid 
the ransom price for all who will believe and surrender their lives to Him (Mk. 10.45; 1 Tim. 2.5-6; Titus 2.14).   

         We have a great number who are energized and ready to go into all the world to proclaim the glorious Gospel 
of Christ (Ps. 68.11). And we are assured by the sacred Word: “But as many as received Him, to them gave He power 
to become the sons of God, even to them that believe on His name” (Jn. 1.11-12). But “How shall they hear without 
a preacher? And how shall they preach, except they be sent? As it is written, How beautiful are the feet of them that 
preach the gospel of peace, and bring glad tidings of good things!” (Rom. 10. 14-15).               

         Plainly, our work is laid out for us with precious promises. “Therefore let us [who are of the day] not sleep, as 
do others; but let us watch and be sober” (1 Thess. 5.6-8). And by all means, let us “work the works of Him” that has 
commissioned us “while it is yet day: [for] the night cometh, when no man can work” (Jn. 9.4).

          The October World Mission Drive provides the channel and opportunity for us to excel in bringing forth fruit unto 
harvest. Accordingly, let us “seek to excel” and put no limits on what God is able to do through us to convert the lost, 
to disciple believers, and to establish churches in the nations. 

          May the Lord bless all of our efforts this month and “give the increase” as we labor together with Christ for the 
salvation of souls and the edification of His church! 
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“Go . . . teach all nations . . . to 
observe all things whatsoever 
I have commanded you”

                          ---Jesus
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“Shining our Light to a Dark World”
Scott E. Neill

World Mission Director

“Ye are the light of the world. A city that is set on an hill cannot be hid. Neither do men light a candle, and 
put it under a bushel, but on a candlestick; and it giveth light unto all that are in the house. Let your light 
so shine before men, that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father which is in heaven.”      
                                                                                                                                           Matthew 5.14-16

        In 1972, NASA launched the exploratory space 
probe Pioneer 10. According to Leon Jaroff in Time, 
the satellite’s primary mission was to reach Jupiter, 
photograph the planet and its moons, and beam data 
to earth about Jupiter’s magnetic field, radiation belts, 
and atmosphere. Scientists regarded 
this as a bold plan, for at that time no 
earth satellite had ever gone beyond 
Mars, and they feared the asteroid 
belt would destroy the satellite 
before it could reach its target. 
But Pioneer 10 accomplished its 
mission and much more. Swinging 
past the giant planet in November 
1973, Jupiter’s immense gravity 
hurled Pioneer 10 at a higher rate 
of speed toward the edge of the 
solar system. At one billion miles 
from the sun, Pioneer 10 passed 
Saturn. At some two billion miles, 
it hurtled past Uranus, Neptune 
(nearly three billion miles away), 
and Pluto (almost four billion 
miles away). By 1997, twenty-
five years after its launch, Pioneer 
10 was more than six billion miles 
from the sun. And despite that immense distance, 
Pioneer 10 continued to beam back radio signals 
to scientists on earth. “Perhaps most remarkable,” 
writes Jaroff, “those signals emanate from an 8-watt 
transmitter, which radiates about as much power as a 
bedroom night light, and takes more than nine hours 
to reach earth.” “The Little Satellite That Could” was 
not qualified to do what it did. Engineers designed 
Pioneer 10 with a useful life of just three years. But 
it kept going and going. By simple longevity, its tiny 
8-watt transmitter  accomplished more than anyone 

thought possible. An 8-watt night light will use $6.00 
of electricity in one year. Amazing!
 Light occupies a very prominent place in 
the Word of God. It is there from the first recorded 
utterance of God in Genesis 1---”Let there be light”--

-to “the Lord God giveth them light”
in the last chapter of the book of 
Revelation! Light plays a vital part 
in the life on this planet physically, 
and even more so in the lives of 
humanity spiritually. God is called 
“the Father of lights, with whom is 
no variableness, neither shadow of 
turning,” and His Word is said to be
“lamp” and a “light.” 
      Light will always play an 
important part in our lives. It is 
mentioned 177 times in the Old 
Testament and 95 times in the New 
Testament. In the Holy Place in the 
Old Testament tabernacle, there 
was no window or place to let in 
light. It was lit by a glorious golden 
lampstand, which stood directly 
opposite the table on the south 
side in the Holy Place. The seven 

oil lamps resting in the flower petals were like small 
bowls. A flax or linen wick would be placed in the 
lamp and the fire was never to go out. Twice every 
day, morning and evening, a priest attended to the 
wick and replenished the pure beaten olive oil for the 
lamps. The golden lampstand was the only source of 
light in the Holy Place. All day and all night, it was 
never to stop shining, whether anyone was present or 
not. Those seven lamps constantly lit up the Holy Place 
with glory, and especially the table of shewbread to 
keep the people reminded of the Presence of God.
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 The Bible says that God is light and in Him is 
no darkness at all. As the children of Israel traveled 
through the wilderness they were led by light.

“And the LORD went before them by day in a 
pillar of a cloud, to lead them the way; and by 
night in a pillar of fire, to give them light; to go 
by day and night” (Ex. 13.21).

Christ declared He is the light of the world. 

“Then spake Jesus again unto them, saying, I 
am the light of the world: he that followeth me 
shall not walk in darkness, but shall have the 
light of life” (Jn. 8.12). 

But on another occasion, He said to His disciples, 

“Ye are the light of the world. A city that is set 
on a hill cannot be hid. Neither do men light 
a candle, and put it under a bushel, but on a 
candlestick; and it giveth light unto all that are 
in the house” (Mt. 5.14-15). 

  
Hallelujah! How exciting!

 Light is a form of radiant energy that makes 
it possible for us to see. It is the direct opposite 
of darkness. Light brightens, animates. “Animate” 
means to make alive; to give motion, or to put 
into action; to give spirit; vigor. It also means to 
inspire. 
 We see in the Old Testament many types and 
shadows, which presuppose the existence of light. 
To be able to have a shadow, there are three things 
that are needed: a light, an object, and a screen or 
wall upon which the object casts its shadow. The ark 
was a type and shadow of the church today. Maybe 
that is why the building of the ark was so hard to 
comprehend. And it was apparently the reason that 
so many doubted Noah’s preaching and the purpose 
for the ark. He was preaching something strange 
and difficult to understand. He declared things that 
nobody had ever heard of before---things that men 
had never experienced! They had never seen rain 
and therefore could not comprehend a great flood! 
Still, Noah preached by faith and it was counted 
as righteousness. He preached what God had told 
him, though he had never seen such things. His 
preaching and the ark he built were a shadow of 

the things to come. He preached 120 years, or 
thereabout, and only he and his family were saved 
in the ark, together with the animals. 
  The ark is very important to us today; for 
the program of gathering all the animals into it is a 
type of God’s people gathering together into church 
in these last days. God desires for His people to 
be gathered together into His ark of safety to be 
saved from the judgment He is going to pour out 
on humanity in these last days. But like it was 
then, so it is today: men doubt and ridicule the true 
message of Christ, and thus comparatively few will 
be saved. 
 Noah preached faithfully in his day, and 
we must preach faithfully in our day. The people 
may have said, “Man, you are too far out---you’re 
crazy!” “Noah, whoever heard of anything like 
that?” “Why, Noah, there isn’t even any water 
nearby to launch that enormous ark!”
  And Noah probably said something to the 
effect: “Well, I know that; but it’s going to rain.” 
And they probably said, “By the way, what is 
rain?” And Noah might have said, “Well, it’s water 
that falls from the heavens.” “You’re really crazy, 
man! You’ve gone off the deep end.” But Noah was 
faithful in his preaching and ministry; not because 
he fully understood God’s program, or what he 
was endeavoring to do, but because he had faith. 
Hallelujah! He had faith in Him who had called 
him for the marvelous work of building that great 
ark. He believed it with all his heart and he went to 
work at it, accepting the commission. And it was 
counted to him for righteousness (Hebrew 11.7; 1 
Pet. 3.20). But he had to work with a shadow---
and he surely had a big job. He didn’t convince too 
many people: but he pressed on in faith! 
 Many wonderful things happen when people 
come into contact with light. For example, Jacob 
was on one occasion fleeing from his brother Esau. 
He was running away because of the deception he 
had played on Esau. Jacob was traveling to a place 
called Haran; and, as he traveled, the night caught 
up with him. He stopped at a place named Luz (Luz 
means “light”). 
 What happened at that place is very 
important. Jacob set up a rock, and laid down and 
leaned his head on it and went to sleep. But it was 
a memorable sleep, because God gave to him a 
marvelous dream. In the dream, the heavens were 
opened before Him, and he could see a giant ladder 



that reached all the way into heaven. And on that 
ladder, he saw angels ascending and descending.
     As the light shined upon him, he received a 
divine revelation---a revelation that the ground 
upon which he was standing was holy. It was 
Church of God ground. The next morning, he got 
his bottle of oil, and carefully situated that rock 
that had been his pillow, and he said, [“This place 
will never again be called Luz, because this place 
is going to be called Bethel”]. And he anointed that 
place, and today it is called Bethel [a Hebrew word 
that means, “House of God”).  

 “Coincidental,” you might say; but I declare, 
“No.” I say that the man came into the right spot at 
the right time so that the divine light of revelation 
would make him know that that place typified the 
Church of God. 
 Consider Moses. God gave him a special 
calling. From his childhood, he knew that God had 
something special for him to do. God dealt with him 
and spoke with him. During his time as shepherd in 
the desert, he came one day to a mountain, even 
the mountain of God. As he approached that holy 
place, something marvelous happened in his life. 
His attention was drawn to a burning bush that was 
sparkling with fire. Its light drew him to see what 
it was. Then a voice came out of the midst of the 
fire, and said, [“Moses, stop right there---take your 
shoes off, because the place where you’re standing 
is holy ground.”] Hallelujah! 
  It took that light to change Moses’ mind. 
So impressive was that experience that he 
pulled his shoes off and bowed before God and 
surrendered totally. The light will encourage you 
to surrender to God. You’ve got to see the light! 

 Not long after that experience, he said to his 
wife, [“We’re going back to Egypt.”] I don’t know 
if she tried to stop him or not, but if so, it was of no 
use: because he was dead-set on going. The light 
had changed his life, and made him a completely 
different man. He was no longer timid and shy, but 
now courageous and full of the Spirit of God and 
prepared to do marvelous wonders for God. 

 There was another man whose name was 
Saul from Tarsus. He had a mind made up to 
destroy the church and persecute God’s people. 
He had letters---legal documents---that gave him 
authority to destroy the church. And succeeded for 
awhile in persecuting and “wreaking havoc upon 
the church.” But one day, as he was traveling on the 

road to persecute the church, there surrounded him 
a bright and shining light that changed his entire 
life. From within that light came a voice, “Saul, 
Saul, why doest thou persecute me?”  And he said, 
“Lord, what would you have me to do?” That bright 
and shining light made him a different man. He 
persecuted the church until he ran into the light. 
 Jesus said, “I am the light of the world.” He 
was the light of the world while He was on the earth. 
He gathered His followers, and they walked with 
Him. They were not the light. They were objects 
upon which His light was shining, and thus they 
cast a shadow of Him. But then came the day when 
He selected Twelve men from among His followers 
whom He called Apostles. He formed an intimate 
relationship with them, and taught and trained 
them. One day He took them up into a mountain. 
He asked them [“Who am I?”], and Peter answered, 
“Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God.” 
He said to him, [“This thing has not been revealed 
by flesh and blood, but by my Father which is in 
heaven.”] Then He said, “Upon this rock I will 
build by church.” 

 He didn’t point at a giant rock; He didn’t 
look at Peter, whose name signifies a “stone.” He 
was talking about the rock of divine revelation! 
He said, [“Now you know who I am, and I know 
who you are; and upon this rock I will build my 
Church.”] Hallelujah! 

 What happened was that the light was 
shining there, casting that shadow. But then at that 
very instant, the light and the object became one. 
Glory to God! Now they, together with Him, were 
the light of the world. Listen! From that moment 
on, the church was the light of the world (Mt. 5.14)! 
He had to do that, you see, because He knew that 
He would not be on this earth very long. He would 
have to return to His Father; but, before He left, He 
took care of that business---He made the church the 
light (Mk. 13.34; Is. 60.1-5; et al).  

  The church is the light of the world! I repeat, 
the church is the light of the world!  Zion Assembly 
today embodies the same light as the early church. 
The divine baptism that came upon them on the 
day of Pentecost is here today in Zion Assembly. 
It changed all those men whos had been immersed 
in the light to the point that they were willing to 
give their lives for the church and the sake of the 
Kingdom of God. Hallelujah! 

 That’s what happens when you run into the 
6
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light. There’s something about the light. The mighty 
rays of divine power that emanate from the Holy 
Ghost gets hold of you. You are never the same 
again! 

  We cannot coerce people into the church, for 
on that basis they will not be faithful. No, they must 
come in because they see the light. If you don’t see 
the light, there’s no use of jumping on this wagon: 
for you will jump off somewhere up the road. 

 When God gets ahold of us, we will do 
whatever it takes to be a part of this glorious city 
that is shining out to the world. 

 The world is full of darkness. Anything 
phony is darkness; anything fictitious is darkness; 
anything sinful is darkness. That’s why God demands 
complete consecration unto holiness. My peers, my 
fellow ministers, my fellow members, my friends: 
we must not sell ourselves out for temporal pleasures, 
money, position, prestige, and/or leisure. Rather 
we must be committed to be the light of the world. 
  The church is born of God, not of man! It is a 
‘habitation of God through the Spirit’. It is ‘the body 
of Christ’ and we as ministers and members walk in the 
light as He is the light, and keep His commandments.
   I feel like closing this message with a few 
excerpts from our Presiding Bishop’s annual addresses 
relative to the light and restoration of the church [see 
Fifth, Seventh, and Eighth Annual Addresses]: 

“. . . the Spurlings, Plemons, Porters, Lemons, 
Elrods, Bryants [A. J. Tomlinson, et al] . . . came 
out of their men-made organizations because 
the Lord gave them a vision of the church as it 
is revealed in the Bible---a divine and peculiar 
institution with government and discipline! 
And they covenanted themselves together to 
restore this prophetic church and to fulfill its 
peculiar mission in the world. Indeed, they felt 
compelled to take the action they did; for the 
light that shined on them by the Holy Ghost left 
them no alternative if they were going to please 
the Lord fully . . . So, the only way they could 
give clear and faithful witness to their prophetic 
faith and vision was to separate and distinguish 
themselves . . . God is calling us to go in these 
last days where our forefathers could not go in 
their day because it was not time. This is [the 
reason] we are so excited and enthused about 
what God is doing in this present restoration . 
. .This vision pulls us forward with thrilling 

expectations. It enables us to live the present 
in light of the future. It empowers us with an 
unconquerable optimism! But more importantly 
it ennobles and gives a sense of divinity to 
everything that we undertake to do presently in 
the church. This is why Jesus and the apostles 
speak so often of the glory of the church in the 
present tense: ‘ye are the light of the world’, ‘ye 
are a chosen generation, an holy nation’, ‘ye are 
come unto mount Sion, and unto the city of the 
living God, the heavenly Jerusalem’. See here, 
we should expect exciting moments of prophetic 
fulfillment to happen in our midst---both at 
home in our local churches and at gatherings in 
conventions and General Assemblies . . . 
     “O I’m encouraged by the Word of God! 
If we remain faithful, our perfection and future 
glory in Zion Assembly is foreordained---and 
the gates of hell cannot prevent it! Babylon will 
be destroyed---but Zion will be saved! We are 
on the winning side! No matter how bad it may 
seem, we know the outcome; we have read the 
last chapters of the Sacred Book! . . .  
   ‘One of the principles that has under-girded 
the church from the beginning is the principle 
of ‘walking in the light’. This is reflected in our 
sacred covenant---‘Will you sincerely promise 
… to walk together as one body in the light of 
the gospel’. . . our spirit and attitude are affected 
positively or negatively by our willingness 
or unwillingness to ‘walk in the light’, and 
determines also whether the church is going to be 
dynamic or static, that is, whether we are going 
to be the living, breathing, growing, maturing 
body of Christ, or just another common religious 
organization. God’s church, in contrast to men-
made sects and denominations, must move in 
and through the graces and gifts of the Spirit of 
God (Eph. 1.17-19), Who desires to shine His 
light into our hearts and minds ‘more and more 
unto the perfect day’ (Prov. 4.18).” 

 
 Zion Assembly is responsible to carry the light 
to the remaining nations of the world! The following 
are just a few: Australia, Barbados, Botswana, China, 
Columbia, Cuba, Denmark, Ecuador, Fiji, Greece, 
Iceland, Italy, Kuwait, Mongolia, Nepal, Portugal, 
Russia, Spain, Sweden, Ukraine. What kind of light 
are you? Are you shining brightly?
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Answering the Challenge

 Some years ago a man made international news when he walked 3000 miles across the United States. A reporter asked him, “How did you do it?” 
He said, “My biggest challenge was taking that first step.”  Our goal in Zion Assembly is to take one step after another until the mission is complete.
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 Following negative reports connected with the former overseer of Tanzania, I was appointed by the Presiding Bishop 
and World Mission director in May 2017 (along with Joannes Oboo, the overseer of southern Kenya) to investigate the 
situation. We visited several areas in Tanzania, and met with some pastors and members who had been communicating with 
the International Offices for a few months; we also met with several city officials who had records or knowledge of established 
churches in their jurisdictions. 
 After discovering indisputable evidence of fraudulent records and actions on the part of the overseer and his 
administration, the presbytery removed him from office and his credentials was revoked. I was then appointed in June to 
oversee Tanzania.    
 I then went about assessing the situation and repairing the damage that had been done during the previous year or so. 
After consulting with several churches and concerned brethren, we arranged for a convention for July 29-30. Brethren came 
from Shirati, Tarime, Sirari and the Serengeti regions. We had a wonderful convention and 16 were baptized in Lake Victoria. 
Also received 87 members into the church by covenant. The following Sunday, I traveled to another new congregation not 

associated with Zion Assembly and received 48 believers into the church. 
Then the next Sunday I traveled to another area and met with some 
individuals who had not been able to make it to the convention. After 
some counsel, these brethren also desired to join the church. I received 
another 52 into the church that Sunday. All total, 47 were baptized in 
water and almost 200 believers united with the church.    
 Thereafter, I went on to other areas to meet other interested pastors 
and churches and administered the covenant to still more believers. 
Since the convention in July, we have received into the church 378 
members and eight new congregations. This brings the total number of 
congregations which we have in Tanzania to sixteen. 
 We are still receiving calls from people in different areas “asking 
their way to Zion.” We are pleased to report that the church in Tanzania 
is alive and well and moving on by the grace of God and His mighty 
power. We are planning to have our National Convention next year in 
March 2018. We hope our World Mission director will be able to come, 
and to bring also greetings and instructions from our beloved Presiding 
Bishop. We are expecting a great and powerful convention. Please join 
us in prayer for the continued blessings of the Lord on our work in 
Tanzania. God bless you so much.
                                               David Nathaniel Gomba

  National Overseer

Discovery and Recovery in Tanzania



11

Eugenio Cespedes: Overseer

Costa Rica

It was a joyous time of worship and celebration. Everyone 
could feel the overwhelming power of the Holy Ghost as 
Costa Rica overseer, Eugenio Cespedes Corrales, led the 
four individuals who were anticipating water baptism to the 
location where the service would be held.  As they waited 
in line, prayer was offered and the overseer took time to 
give instructions and to read from the Holy Scriptures.  
Songs were sung and praise was offered to God.  Each one 
was excited to be able to be a part of this history-making 
service. The baptismal service was the first part of what 
God was doing on that day. After the baptism was over, 
Brother Cespedes took each of the ones who were baptized 
and administered the church covenant to them.  It was a 
time that had been anticipated for months---a time for which 
everyone had been praying. There has been an extensive 
amount of teaching, training and preaching in preparation 
for the baptismal service and receiving new members into 
the church. 

Everyone involved in the sacred festivities believes that day 
was just the beginning of great things to come for Christ 
and His church in Costa Rica. 
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 Amos Agbonifo: Overseer

Sierra Leone

During the months of April and May, Bishop Amos Agbonifo departed from Lagos, Nigeria and traveled to 
Sierra Leone and ministered to the people in that West African nation.  He landed at Freetown, the seaport 
capital of that nation.  Sierra Leone has a population of 7,075,641 and is dominated primarily by the religion of 
Islam. Three major languages are spoken: Temme, Mende and Creole. During this trip, Pastor Joseph Alabi was 
received into Zion Assembly by covenant.  He is the pastor of a 400 member church.  Pastor Alabi is presently 
in the middle of a church construction project, and he also operates a low-cost school along with a ministry 
to orphans and deprived children. The church was set in order on April 27, 2017 in Freetown. Thank God for 
opening the door in Sierra Leone.  
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Guinea

Phillipe Seraphin Gomez: Overseer

Exciting! God has opened the door for Zion Assembly in the country of Guinea 
in West Africa. Guinea lies north of Sierra Leone stretching across the entire 
northern border of that nation and part of the nation of Liberia. The western 
boundary of Guinea extends beyond Sierra Leone to the Atlantic Ocean. 
It is renown for its white sandy beaches. Guinea has a population of 7.396 
million people. South Africa overseer, David November, made contact with 
Pastor Séraphin Gomez and his wife, Favor, and later introduced them to our 
World Mission director, Scott E. Neill. They were eager and excited about 
the possibilities of joining Zion Assembly after having studied our teachings, 
government and fellowship by internet and by consulting with the World 
Mission director. After examination and consultation, Pastor Gomez and his 
wife were received into the church by covenant through a conference call on 
August 16, 2017.  He is expected to set the church in order soon. The Gomez’ 
watched the recent General Assembly by internet. To God be the glory for 
what is happening in this nation, and indeed in many nations around the world.  
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Bani Rangel Jimenez:Overseer

Venezuela

On August 8, 2017, Zion Assembly was established in the nation of Venezuela. Pastor Bani Rangel Jimenez joined the 
church along with his wife.  They were introduced to the church by Yum Vicente, our overseer in Peru and Bolivia. World 
Mission director, Scott E. Neill administered the covenant to them by the way of a conference call. Bishop Danny Ramirez 
assisted in interpretation. Excitement filled the air during the ceremony and these brethren rejoiced and praised the Lord 
for being able to be members of God’s church.  The following week on August 15th the church was set in order. Brother 
Jimenez’ father and mother, Carmen Rangel and Eunice Matilde Jimenez de Rangel joined the church by conference call.  
Carmen Rangel is the pastor of three churches and four missions.  Pastor Bani Rangel Jimenez was appointed as interim 
overseer of Venezuela until the General Assembly. He was then reappointed as overseer in regular order by the Presiding 
Bishop. Brother Jimenez has already made a trip to the country of Columbia introducing Zion Assembly to some of the 
pastors there.  



15

Enjoying their meal

Present kitchen facilities

Healthy meals
Where the meals are presently
 prepared and served

We are pleased to report that the work is progressing in Kenya, 
including the orphanage work. The Kenyan government is 
involved in the general oversight of the orphanage work, and 
recently a health official required us to update the kitchen 
facilities and equipment for the orphanage. Several things 
need to be done over the next few months to build a new and 
improved facility for health reasons, but also to lift the morale 
of the orphans and to improve the image of the church. The 
International Offices (Mission department) is contributing 
$2000 toward these improvements to get the work going. 
The overseer, Bishop Elijah Wafula, is doing a fine job 
overseeing this work and raising funds through other sources 
to comply with the regulations and to improve conditions. 
When the updates and improvements are complete, 
the facilities will accommodate and serve 280 children.

     Caring for Zion’s Orphans
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