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We expect a glorious time in the Lord this week; 
but it is imperative that we consecrate and commit 
ourselves afresh in order to see His glory descend 

upon us (Is. 60.1-3). This Assembly is  a special 
meeting---indeed a meeting ordained by the Lord 
so that we might counsel together with Him, and 
to chart a course for the church to follow in the 
months and years ahead (Acts 15.22-31; 16. 4-5). 

 This grand event provides a forum for us to rekindle the fires 
of holiness and Pentecostal power; to fan the flames of any flagging 
tendencies; to stir our affections and sharpen our sights to fulfill the ministry 
and mission that Christ has given to us---namely, to be instrumental in 
converting and sanctifying souls and planting churches in every nation and 
city on earth (Mt. 24.14; 28.19-20).     
 In Zion Assembly we accept the charge and challenge of the Great 
Commission, though we do not discount the fact that other believers help 
us to fulfill certain aspects of it. In the final analysis, however, we see in 
the Scriptures that the purposes of God are more especially revealed and 
fulfilled through His special covenant people, His church! (Ex. 19.5-8; Mt. 
16.18-19; 1 Cor. 12.12-28; 2 Cor. 3.2-3; Eph. 3.9-10; 1 Pet. 2.9). In the 
words of the great apostle, we are commissioned 

“ . . . to make all men see what is the fellowship of the mystery, which 
from the beginning of the world hath been hid in God, who created 
all things by Jesus Christ: To the intent that unto the principalities 
and powers in heavenly places might be known [through] the church 
the manifold wisdom of God” (Eph. 3.9-10).  

 
And, thus, the prophet: 

“Write the vision, and make it plain upon tables, that he may run that 
readeth it. For the vision is yet for an appointed time, but at the end 
it shall speak . . . It will surely come (Hab. 2.2-3). 

 We want this 15th Annual General Assembly to be transformed by 
God’s power into an awesome and dreadful place (Gen. 28.17). Surely we 
need to hear the Lord’s awe-inspiring voice in this critical hour through 
gifts and operations of the Holy Ghost. “Hear what the Spirit saith to the 

Wade H. Phillips
 Presiding Bishop

 Welcome Delegates
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Pressing forward means pushing our way through 
demonic principalities and powers to obey God and 
fulfill His purpose for us in the earth. Jesus said,“Behold, 
I give unto you power to tread on serpents and scorpions, 
and over all the power of the enemy: and nothing shall 
by any means hurt you” (Lu. 10.19). And again, “If ye 
have faith as a grain of mustard seed, ye shall say unto 
this mountain, Remove hence to younder place; and it 
shall remove; and nothing shall be impossible unto you” 
(Mt. 17.20)

churches!” We expect therefore that God’s anointed people will together 
in these last days “lift up [His] voice . . . [and] see eye to eye” (Is. 52.8). 

   
About the Theme

 The idea behind the Assembly theme---“Pressing Forward”---is 
thus to awaken and stir in us a zeal to fulfill the prophetic vision of the 
church; to make us mindful of how important the church is to God; and to 
know how strategic she is in God’s unfolding plan in these last days. 
 The prophetic vision of the church should arouse and quicken our 
hearts to exert every bit of our energies to restore the original pattern of the 
church revealed in the Scriptures, particularly in the light of the Gospel; to 
rely upon the anointing of God to break every yoke of bondage and to set 
men free from every sinful condition; and to inspire us to go forward to 
plant churches in every nation and city on earth. For every man and woman 
must see by the light of the church the glory and power of our wonderful 
Christ and the end of His righteous judgment (Mt. 5.14-16; 2 Cor. 3.2-
3; Eph. 3.9-10; Col. 1.25-29; Rev. 1.1-3, 7-8, 18-19; 19.7-8, 11-21). We 
should remain acutely aware, however, that to accomplish this task and to 
do exploits for Christ we must Press Forward with a holy determination: 
for we will surely be met by powerful opposing forces (Eph. 6.10-12).
           The prophetic vision of the church is exciting: for in the end the church 
emerges triumphantly over all demonic principalities and powers of the air, 
and victorious against all antagonistic and corruptive forces on earth. The 
church will, according to the promises of Him who cannot lie, “be exalted 
above the hills”, fill the earth with the testimony and power of Jesus, 
defeat the armies of Antichrist, and rule and reign with Christ on earth for 
a thousand years (Is. 2.2-4; Rev. 19.7-9, 11-15; 20.1-6). Praise the Lord!                
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      Greetings!
Anton Burnette

Superintendent of Operations

Having come from an independent, “Pentecostal” background, one of my 
first experiences with the church was at the General Assembly. The gravity of this 
event opened the door for me to begin to understand the importance of having a proper 
view of the church. One of the identifying marks of the Bible church is the General 
Assembly. This important meeting is not simply another convention or conference; 
nor merely a time in which we fellowship, meet new friends and reacquaint ourselves 
with old ones. Rather, it is a divine institution where the whole church comes together 
to hear from God, settle issues, and to be edified. As we enter this time of assembly, 
we should do so therefore prayerfully and reverently.
 We are grateful that the United Christian Church once again has opened its 
doors for us to convene our annual Assembly in their facilities. Everyone is encouraged 
to be respectful of their property and equipment this week. The following instructions 
are offered to help insure that everything will proceed smoothly during each part of 
the Assembly.

1) Delegates should consult with the appointed Assembly staff (superintendent of 
operations, ushers, stage manager, etc.) in dealing with any problems that may arise 
during the week.

2) Always remain in designated areas of the building---auditiorium, main hallway, 
children’s church room, nursery room and bathrooms located in the mail hallway.
3) Food and drink are not allowed in the auditorium, except at the moderator’s table.
4) If you are on the program and need assistance with equipment, see Jerry pounders.
5) If you need to put pictures, scriptures, etc. on the projection screens, see Donnie 
Burnette.
6) Give soundtracks and media devices to the sound engineer, Jerry Pounders, before 
the session in which you are on the program.
7) Observe all parking signs in the church parking lot and also throughout Cleveland.
8) Nursery facilities are provided for you convenience. Observe directional signs.
9) Children’s church worship times are posted throughout the Assembly program.
10) Please refrain from chewing gum in the sanctuary.

 We pray and trust that you will enjoy your time in Cleveland and be 
abundantly blessed in this great General Assembly.
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Architect’s Blueprints for the Two-Story Addition 

Pre-Assembly Programs
Assembly Business Committee

Monday, September 3, 2018

The Assembly Business Committee (ABC) will meet at  International 
Ministries Center beginning at 6:00 p.m. to finalize its report to present 
to the 15th Annual General Assembly. The Doctrine Committee (DC) 
will meet with the ABC in regard to any business that needs to be 
presented to the Assembly for consideration. Anyone who has relevant 
questions or presentations may interact with the ABC and DC at this time. 
Personal interviews with the Committees should be arranged through the 
chairmen.

Ministers’ Meeting
Tuesday, September 4, 2018

Beginning at 9:30 a.m. the annual ministers’ conference will convene in 
the International Ministries Center in Cleveland. The meeting is open to 
all; ministers are especially encouraged to attend and participate. The 
purpose of the meeting is to promote unity and understanding through 
prayer and discussion. The preliminary report of the ABC will be read and 
discussed: and the floor will be open to discuss any issues that might need 
clarification.   

Ministers’ and Companions’ Luncheon
(Immediately following the Ministers’ Meeting)

 12:15 p.m. 

All ministers and their companions are honored guests at the Ministers’ 
Luncheon. This is sponsored by the International Offices. The luncheon 
will be held in the Cafeteria of the United Christian Church. Special 
singing: The Erwin Family, TN. Special speaker: Joseph Steele, regional 
overseer, California South/Nevada. Comments and special presentations 
by the First Lady of Zion Assembly. Dress code: most of the men prefer to 
wear suit and tie for this occasion.
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Assembly Program

Tuesday Evening 
7:00 p.m.  Praise and Worship---Erwin Family, TN

Official Opening of the Assembly

Welcome---Anton and Grace Burnette, TN

Multi-lingual Concert of Prayer led by representatives from Africa, 
North America, Southeast Asia, South America, and Caribbean. 

Message---“Pressing Forward violently” (Mt. 11.12; Lu. 16.16)
                                                                ---Derrick McBride, MS

Ladies Ministries Report and Program 
                   ---Donna Pounders, director

Special Singing---Becky Land                                   

                      Assembly Expense Offering

Message and Invitation---“Pressing Toward the Mark 
                    for the Prize . . .” (1 Cor. 9.24-27; Phil. 3.14)
                                                           ---Ricky Graves, KY   

[Note:  Kidz’ Konvention schedule: Wednesday 7:00-8:00 p.m.; 
Thursday 1:30-3:30, 6:15-8:00; Friday: 6:15-7:15 p.m. 
Saturday: 8:45-10:00 a.m. 2:30--4:00, 7:00-8:30 p.m. A special 
Children’s program is scheduled for Sunday morning in the
Main Auditorium.
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Wednesday

9:15 a.m. Pressing Forward with Praise!---Nicole Pounders
                                                  & Alicia Harris, MS

International Leaders’ Reports:
Presiding Bishop
International Executive Council 
Assistant Publisher
General Treasurer’s Report

(Note: Other International Staff members will 
                        report during their respective programs)

Special Songs---Ashley Davis, WV

       Message---“Pressing Forward in Divine Order” 
                                            (1 Cor. 11.34; 14.40; 16.1; 
                                  Col. 2.5; Titus 1.5)---J. J. Davis, WV

                                       ---Lunch Break---

2:00 p.m. Musical Prelude

Reports from Around the World

Overseers, be prepared to give your report on time. 
Turn in your written reports to the Presiding Bishop as you leave 
the stage.

2:10   North America
Canada---Zachary Snyder, national overseer
Mexico---Danny Ramirez, national overseer
United States---Wade H. Phillips, national overseer
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3.00   Africa
Kenya---Elijah Wafula, national overseer 
South Sudan---Elijah Wafula, national overseer
Ethiopia---Geremew Eshete Esundalew, interim overseer
Uganda---Maurice Ogada, national overseer
Nigeria---Yomi Adekunle, national overseer
Ghana---David Dordah, national overseer
Guinea---Seraphin Gomez, national overseer
Cameroon---Eyong Eric Eyong, national overseer
Togo, Benin, Sierra Leone, Liberia---Mark Agbonifo, 
                                                          mission representative
Malawi/Mozambique---Maliele Dzuwa, national overseer
Zimbabwe/Zambia/DRC (Congo)/Rwanda----David Gomba,
                                                                mission representative
Tanzania, Burundi, David Gomba, national overseer
South Africa---Yomi Adekunle, mission representative

3.25  Central America
Nicaragua---Freddy Garcia, national overseer
Guatemala---Ricardo Valenzuela, national overseer
Honduras----Jonathan Hernandez, national overseer
Costa Rica---Eugenio Cespedes, mission representative 

3:35  Caribbean
Dom. Republic---Saintaniel Hostellus, mission representative
Haiti---Saintaniel Hostellus, national overseer

3:50  South America 
Venezuela---Bani Rangel Jimenez, national overseer
Peru/Bolivia---Yum V. Munoz Quispe, national overseer
Chile---Javier Diaz Perez, national overseer
Argentina/Uruguay/Paraguay---Jorge Estroz, national overseer
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4:05  Middle East
Pakistan---Sam Bureenok, mission representative
India Mid-East---Talari Padma Rao, provincial overseer
India Central---John Babu Ganta, provincial overseer 
India South---V. Binoy Joseph, provincial overseer

4:15  Southeast Asia
Thailand---Sam Bureenok, national overseer 
Cambodia/Myanmar (Burma)---Sam Bureenok, Mission 
representative
Bangladesh---Suku Ranjon Skider, national overseer

4.30 Far East
Philippines---Domingo Resurreccion, national overseer

                                    ---Supper Break---

“And Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, 
all power is given unto me in heaven and in earth. 
Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing 
them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Ghost: Teaching them to observe 
all things whatsoever I have commanded you: and 
lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the 
world” (Mt. 28.18-20).
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Wednesday Evening

     Note: Kidz’ Convention 7:00-8:00 p.m.

7:00 p.m. ‘I will praise the Lord with my whole heart
                  in the Assembly…’ (Ps. 111.1)---Kari Snyder

Message---“Pressing Forward Together with God” (1 Cor. 3.9)
                                                         ---Allen Thompson, MS

Assembly Expense Offering

Senior Ambassadors’ Program
—Ruth Tingler, director

   Special Singing---Erwin Family

Message---“Pressing Forward  in Victorious Faith” (Mk. 2.5; 
                   (1 Jn. 5.4; Rom. 1.17; 4.20)---Roberto Lopez, CA

“I am as strong this day . . . for war . . .  [and]
 if so the Lord be with me, then shall I be able 
to drive out [the giants]”  (Josh. 14.11-12). 

“Yet the righteous will hold to his 
way [keep moving forward]. And he 
who has clean hands [will become] 
stronger and stronger.” Job 17:9
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Thursday 
         Note: Kidz’ Convention today 1:30-3:30, 6:15-8:00 p.m.

9:00 a.m.   Camp Reports—Miguel Garcia, Jr., 
                                          International Coordinator

Special Songs---Sam and Oi Bureenok, Thailand  

“Pressing Forward in Education
           and Ministerial Development”
                      ---Anton Burnette, director        

Message---“Pressing Forward in Truth and Love”  
                     (1 Cor. 13.6; Jn. 13.35; 3 Jn. 3)---Trevor Graves, KY

                                   —Lunch Break---

1:30 p.m.  “To God be Glory in the Church”
---Cliff and Becky Kelton, MS 

Special Songs—TBA 

In Memory . . .Members and Friends: Tom Villers; Eddie Brassfield, 
Charles Fields; Cathy Pounders; Patricia Worthy; Jim Melton; Anthony 
Delaunay; Marcia Black; Mary Mundy (91 yrs. charter member of 
Roanoke); Mary Bryant; Noemy Argueta; Bertha Carrasco, Verla 
Whitlock, Roger Glass. 

       [Note: Ministers and their companions should be seated 
       near the rostrum in preparation for the ordination service]       

Message—“Laying on of hands by Elders” (Acts 14.23; 
                   1 Tim. 4.14; 5.22; Titus 1.5-6)---Ron Massey, WV 

Ordination Service        
                                    ---Supper Break---
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Thursday Evening

6:15 p.m.  “O magnify the Lord!”---Instrumental Praise 
                    by Zion’s musicians---directed by Todd/Kim Erwin   

Special Song—Daron Miller, TN 

 School of Ministry Program
---Bruce Sullivan, Superintendent

                       Assembly Expense Offering        

Special Songs—Becky Land, SC; Toronto delegation

Testimonies of Healings—Mary Orange, TN; Travis Graves, KY      

  Healing Message & Prayer Service
Daron Miller, TN in charge         

“And Jesus put forth his hand, and 
touched him, saying, I will; be thou 
clean. And immediately his leprosy 
was cleansed.” Mt. 8.3
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Sunday School Program
                           —Donna Pounders, director

Friday           
9:15 a.m.   Special Songs---Teresa Pettit, AL

      Voice of Zion/SYNC boost
   —Glenda Major, director 

Note: There will be a Youth Afterglow at the International 
Ministries Center immediately following this program. 

 (Rom. 1.5-7; 1 Cor. 1.18; 2.5; 4.20)---Chase Larmour, MS

Media Ministries Program---Anton Burnette,  director

 Youth Program---Pam Jones, director

     “Higher Ground”

Message--- “Pressing Forward in Grace and Power”

 Shepherding Ministries
                   ---Wilma Carter, director

Friday Evening
 [Attention: Front three rows are reserved for Youth Program.

            All youth [12-35] meet at 7.15 in corridor for Youth March]

---Afternoon Break---

6:30 p.m.
Special Songs---West Mobile Choir

Special Songs---Lee Brown, WV
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Saturday 

Attention: The annual SYNC luncheon will be held  in the cafeteria 
downstairs on Saturday at 12:15 p.m. immediately following the 
Presiding Bishop’s annual address. Glenda Major in charge. All 
SYNC members and invited guests are encouraged to attend. 

8:45 a.m. Morning Prayer Service---Allen/Mandy Thompson 
                                                                         in charge

9.15   Praise Him!---Teresa Pettit, AL                                        
Special Songs---Toronto delegation

Message--- “Pressing Forward in the Anointing” (Ex. 40.15; Ps. 
23.5; 3.10; Acts 1.8; 1 Jn. 2.27)---Tom Brown, WV

Recognition of Special Guests     

                             ---Assembly Choir---

Presiding Bishop’s Annual Address 

   ---Lunch Break---

Saturday Afternoon

2:30 p.m.  Worship Him!---Monday Family, TN  
Special Singing---Charles Barker, IN; Victoria Green, TN

Assembly Business Committee Report

     ---Supper Break---

18



Saturday Evening

7:00  p.m.  “[God is] greatly to be praised in the city of our God, 
                    in the mountain of His holiness” (Ps. 48.1)
                                                    --- Henry Rodriquez, CA          

Special Singing---Ethiopian delegation

Message---“You have compassed this mountain 
                     long enough’’ (Deut. 2.3)--- Zachary Snyder, IN

                           Assembly Expense Offering

            World Mission Program
                                         ---Scott E. Neill, director

                       ---Parade of Nations---

                     
            World Mission Program
                                         ---Scott E. Neill, director
                               
                                     ---Parade of Nations---

                     
            World Mission Program
                                         ---Scott E. Neill, director
                               

                       ---Parade of Nations---

                     
            World Mission Program            World Mission Program
                                         ---Scott E. Neill, director
                               
                                     ---Parade of Nations---

“Can a woman forget her sucking child, that she should not 
have compassion on the son of her womb? yea, they may forget, 
yet will I not forget thee. Behold, I have graven thee upon the 
palms of my hands; thy walls are continually before me . . . 
Lift up thine eyes round about, and behold: all these gather 
themselves together, and come to thee. As I live, saith the Lord, 
thou shalt surely clothe thee with them all, as with an ornament, 
and bind them on thee, as a bride doeth . . .Thus saith the Lord 
God, Behold I will lift up mine hand to the Gentiles, and set up 
my standard to the people: and they shall bring thy sons in their 
arms, and thy daughters shall be carried upon their shoulders. 
And kings shall be thy nursing fathers, and their queens thy 
nursing mothers . . . and thou shalt know that I am th Lord: for 
they shall not be ashamed that wait for me” (Is. 49.14-16, 18-23).

19



Sunday 

9.00 a.m.  Sunday School Lesson---Jim Orange, TN  
9:30 Special Singing---Claudia Hernandez, CA; Babs Sullivan, SC 

        
   Children’s Ministries Program
                        ---Cheryl McDonald, director

                        ---Assembly Choir---

Message—Pressing Forward “Terrible as an 
                   Army with Banners” 
                   (S.S. 6.10; Rom. 8.37)--- L. W. Carter, VA                    

“Not as though I had already attained, either were 
already perfect; but I follow after, if that I may apprehend 
that for which also I am apprehended of Christ Jesus.” 

                                                                 Phil. 3:12 

Announcements
Appointments
Consecration Service
 Song: “Heaven Will Surely Be Worth It All”
             ---led by Betty, Debbie, and Brenda
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 Assembly Appointments  
                              2018-2019
International Executive Council ________________________________

________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

World Mission Director_______________________________________

Assistant World Mission Director________________________________

General Treasurer ____________________________________________

Department of Education/Media Ministries________________________

Assistant Publisher___________________________________________

Shepherding Ministries Director ________________________________

School of Ministry Institute Director_____________________________

Ladies Ministries Director _____________________________________

Sunday School Director_______________________________________

Sunday School Literature Editor ________________________________

Senior Ambassadors Director___________________________________

Youth Ministries Director______________________________________

Children’s Ministries Director __________________________________

Camping Coordinator/Advisor__________________________________

Voice of Zion/SYNC Booster____________________________________

Executive Secretary/Receptionist________________________________
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                        Committees:

Assembly Business       Chariman____________________________

_________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

Doctrine       Chairman_______________________________________

__________________________________________________________

Construction     Chairman____________________________________

_________________________________________________________

General Trustees ___________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

National Overseers
Argentina______________________________________________
Bangladesh____________________________________________
Benin_________________________________________________
Bolivia _______________________________________________
Burundi_______________________________________________
Cambodia_____________________________________________
Cameroon _____________________________________________
Canada________________________________________________
Chile_________________________________________________
Costa Rica_____________________________________________
Dominican Republic_____________________________________
Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC)____________________
Ethiopia_______________________________________________
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Ghana________________________________________________
Guatemala_____________________________________________
Guinea________________________________________________
Haiti__________________________________________________
Honduras _____________________________________________
India Mid-East__________________________________________
India Central___________________________________________
India South____________________________________________
Ivory Coast____________________________________________
Kenya (North)__________________________________________
Kenya (South)__________________________________________
Liberia________________________________________________
Malawi_______________________________________________
Mexico _______________________________________________
Mozambique___________________________________________
Myanmar (Burma)______________________________________
Nicaragua_____________________________________________
Nigeria   ______________________________________________
Pakistan  ______________________________________________
Paraguay______________________________________________
Peru _________________________________________________
Philippines ____________________________________________
Rwanda_______________________________________________
Sierra Leone___________________________________________
South Africa___________________________________________
South Sudan ___________________________________________
Tanzania ______________________________________________
Thailand______________________________________________
Togo_________________________________________________
Uganda_______________________________________________
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United States___________________________________________
Uruguay_______________________________________________
Venezuela_____________________________________________
Zimbabwe_____________________________________________
Zambia_______________________________________________

State Overseers
United States:

North Carolina/South Carolina__________________________________

West Virginia/Virginia/Pennsylvania/Maryland_____________________

Indiana/Kentucky/Illinois______________________________________

Tennessee/Georgia___________________________________________

Mississippi/Alabama/Louisiana_________________________________

Idaho/Wyoming_____________________________________________

Colorado/Kansas/Missouri____________________________________

Texas/Arizona/New Mexico____________________________________

California (north)/Oregon/Washington____________________________

California (south)/Nevada______________________________________
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---Notes---
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A Biblical Explanation of the...
        General Assembly

The General Assembly is an extraordinary event because 1) it represents the 
universal [catholic] expression of the church in worship, fellowship, and decision-making; 2) 
it is essential for the unity and progress of the church; 3) it is the highest tribunal of authority 
on earth under Christ in matters of faith, practice, discipline, and church government.
 In the General Assembly the ministers and members meet together with God in a 
decision-making capacity---to understand the will of God; to seek His light and guidance for 
the future course of the church; and to commit themselves to live and work by the resolutions 
adopted by Assembly. The Assembly represents the one time of the year that we gather together 
in His name from all over the world to bind and loose in the earth what God has bound and loosed 
in heaven (Mt. 16:19; Acts 15.1-16.5). We consecrate ourselves to understand the will of God-
--to find the perfect mind of Christ. This is why in Jacob’s words the church is a dreadful place 
(Gen. 28:16, 17); for it is at this special time that the church acts in its official capacity as God’s 
ekklesia, having been ordained and authorized by Christ to do so (Mt. 16:19; 18:17; Mk. 13:34; 
Lu. 19:13; Jn. 20:23; Acts 1:13-21; 6:1-6; 15:1-29). Here in this special meeting, we reason 
together with God (Is. 1:18; Acts 15:6-19, 28), and the ministers and members look judiciously 
into the Holy Scriptures (compare Acts 15:15-18 with Amos 9:11, 12) and seek diligently for 
the Spirit’s illumination until an understanding is reached on what is precisely the will of God 
(Acts 15:28-29). Then, having come to this understanding, all agree to “walk by the same rule” 
and “mind the same thing” (1 Cor.1.10; Phil. 3:16; Acts 16.4-5), that is, we bind ourselves 
to live and walk together as one body by the decisions agreed upon in this sacred meeting. 
 Because the Bible is the supreme objective authority of the church, the General 
Assembly is thus “a judicial body only,” that is, all decisions in regard to faith and government 
that are binding on the ministers and members must be shown to be either explicitly or 
implicitly in harmony with the teachings of Christ and the apostles. 
 The biblical model for the General Assembly and our judicious process is found in 
Acts 15:1-29. Here the apostles and elders gathered together with the whole church (vv. 12, 
22, 28), and prayed and deliberated with the help of the Spirit until all were able to see eye to 
eye. Thus it is said that the decisions made in the Jerusalem council seemed good to the Holy 
Ghost, and to us (v. 28). Then on this basis, they all agreed to live by the decrees [dogmas] for 
to keep (16:4)---And so were the churches established in the faith, and increased in number 
daily (v. 5).   
          Corporate counsel is thus an underlying principle upon which the government of the 
church is established. The General Assembly is made up of ministers and members from 
around the world whom Providence has blessed to participate in the proceedings. The wise 
man wrote, Where no counsel is, the people fall: but in the multitude of counselors there is 
safety (Pr. 11:14), and again, Without counsel purposes are disappointed: but in the multitude 
of counselors they are established (15:22). 
 When Rehoboam was made king in the Old Testament theocracy, it is said that 
all Israel came to Shechem to make him king (1 Kg. 12:1). Moreover, it is emphasized that 
Rehoboam failed because he did not heed the counsel of the elders and the people in making 
decisions (vv. 6-15); but heeded rather a select counsel of the young men that were grown up 
with him (vv. 8-10), thus signifying that Rehoboam was partial in his decision-making and 
succumbed to the opinion of the young men who were actually opposed to the will of God. 
Indeed, those young men typically were full of themselves: arrogant, boastful, and harsh in 
their opinions (vv. 10-14).     
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 It will be noticed further, in regard to the house of God under Rehoboam, that 
ultimately the will of God is all that really matters, and His will is best discerned and 
understood by men and women who consecrate themselves to the Lord. In any case, God 
always ultimately has His way---sometimes in spite of the leaders and the people. Wherefore 
the king hearkened not unto the people; for the cause was from the Lord (v. 15; see also v. 
24). Tragically, Rehoboam’s actions caused the house of God to divide (vv. 16-20), but even 
this division was determined in the divine counsel and prosecuted according to the will of 
God. See the prophet Ahijah’s prophecy (1 Kg. 11:29-39). God’s fixed purpose in and through 
David was fulfilled in Christ through the southern kingdom of Judah; nothing could prevent 
that! 
       The church under the spirit and terms of the New Covenant operates as the habitation of 
God through the Spirit (Eph. 2:22). The ministers and members form the temple of God and 
are unified through the indwelling power and wisdom of the Spirit. This is the key to theocratic 
government---the indwelling graces and gifts of the Spirit being allowed to prevail in the 
church; for the Spirit creates a spiritual dynamic within the church that unites the ministers 
and members together intrinsically in one body of Christ, and illuminates them to understand 
the will of God. Even before the Spirit was poured out on the day of Pentecost, the 120 were 
in one accord because they had been sanctified and were continually in the temple praising 
and blessing God (Lu. 24:53). Thus the essential key to the unity and power of the church 
is in sanctification, and in maintaining a consecrated devotion to Christ. When everyone’s 
ego is crucified, then Christ rules supreme---the kingdom of God prevails! Thus Christ says 
in His prayer to the Father, Sanctify them through thy truth . . . that they all may be one . . . 
And the glory which you gave me I have given them . . . that they may be made perfect in one  
(Jn.17:17-23). 
          It is said following the day of Pentecost that the multitude of them who believed were of 
one heart and of one soul  . . . and great grace was upon them all (Acts 4:32, 33). Likewise, 
the key to God’s glorious government in this last day’s Zion depends on our willingness to 
allow the Spirit to hold sway over us and prevail in matters of faith, practice, government, 
and the prosecution of the church’s mission in the world. The apostle Paul understood this 
divine principle and encouraged the church to walk worthy of the vocation wherewith you are 
called, with all lowliness and meekness, with longsuffering, forbearing one another in love; 
endeavoring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace (Eph. 4:1-3). He went on to 
say, [For] there is one body, and one Spirit, even as you are called in the one hope of your 
calling; one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God and Father of all, who is above all, and 
through you all, and in you all” (vv. 4-6).   
          We see then that it is imperative for us to stir up the graces of Christ within us and labor 
in prayer to cultivate a heavenly atmosphere in the place where we meet to deliberate and act 
for God. The power fell on the day of Pentecost because they were together in accord in one 
place. And they answered God’s call and succeeded because they were of one heart and one 
soul and great grace was upon them all.  
         Should we expect God’s blessings to fall on this last day’s Zion on the basis of anything 
less than the basis upon which He blessed that early Zion? Surely not. It is an old principle 
that cannot be transgressed if we expect the blessings of God to be upon this last day’s house: 
Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together in unity! . . . for there 
the Lord commanded the blessing (Ps. 133:1-3).        
            We fully expect the prophets’ and apostles’ vision of the last day’s church to be fulfilled 
in Zion Assembly: The glory of this latter house shall be greater than that of the former, says 
the Lord . . . and in this place I will give peace (Hag. 2:9) . . . That he might present it to himself 
a glorious church, not having spot., or wrinkle, or any such thing  . . . (Eph. 5:27).         
                                                                                                                                                
                                                 ---WHP
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UP-COMING EVENTS

Youth Conventions

Cleveland, TN
November 9-10, 2018

Pacific Coast
November 2-3, 2018

International Youth Camp
January 25-27, 2019




