
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Introduction 
When Jesus taught his disciples how they should pray, he said, “After this manner therefore pray ye: Our Father 
which art in heaven . . . lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil” (Mt. 6:9, 13).  Jesus words immediately 
imply two ideas: 1) temptation is normal to our faith; and 2) prayer is a means of escape from it.  In this lesson, we 
will show why facing and overcoming temptation is a necessary part of our faith. 
 
Key Verse 
“Blessed is the man that endureth temptation: for when he is tried, he shall receive the crown of life, which the Lord 
hath promised to them that love him” (Ja. 1:12). 
 
Lesson Summary 
What is temptation?  In the broad sense, temptation means “the trial of one’s faith.”  In James 1:3, when writing of 
temptation, James explains, “Knowing this, that the trying of your faith worketh patience.”  Like the apostle Peter, 
James does not speak of temptation as something strange for the believer, but rather as a normal part of Christian 
experience (compare 1 Pe. 4:12).  Some Christians experience inner conflict over the condition of temptation itself, 
thinking they should be above temptation.  They reason that if they were stronger in the faith, they would not go 
through it.  However, we should remember Jesus himself was tempted (Lu. 4:1-2, 13; He. 4:15).  Since our Lord had 
to face and overcome temptation, it is also normal in our experience in following Christ.  When James wrote of 
falling into various kinds of trials or temptations, he encouraged the saints to “count it all joy” (Ja. 1:2).  Because of 
the joy he saw beyond his suffering, Jesus endured the cross (He. 12:2).  The joy is the end or result of the trial – that 
which the trial produces or accomplishes (Ps. 30:5).  From this perspective, the apostle Paul said, “Therefore I take 
pleasure in infirmities, in reproaches, in necessities, in persecutions, in distresses for Christ’s sake” (2 Co. 12:10).  
Paul knew the benefit and result of his trials: “for when I am weak, then am I strong” (vv. 9-10).  What result does 
temptation (and trials) accomplish in our lives?  The result of overcoming temptation is patience – that grace of 
being able to wait or endure through the trial faithfully.  Moreover, the end of patience is perfection (Ja. 1:4).  God 
uses temptation as a tool for perfecting us in the faith.  In verse four, James used two Greek words for “complete”: 
(teleios) “perfect” and (holokleros) “entire.”  Perfect means complete in the sense of being “finished,” while entire 
means complete in the sense of being “whole.”  Thus, the believer lacks nothing, being perfected in the faith through 
faithfully enduring temptation.  Of course, the joyful end to all of our trials and temptations is the crown of life (Ja. 
1:12).  But until that time, we need God’s wisdom to endure and overcome temptation (Ja. 1:5-8).  We may not 
know how to get through the trial, but God knows how to deliver us (1 Co. 10:13; 2 Pe. 2:9; Mt. 6:13).  We should 
pray and ask in faith, believing God for the wisdom and grace to endure and overcome the trial of our faith (Mt. 7:7-
8; 26:41; Ja. 1:6). 
 
Scripture Study 
The trial of one’s faith – Ja. 1:1-3; Lu. 4:1-2, 13; He. 4:15; 1 Pe. 4:12 
A means to perfection – Ja. 1:2-4; 12; 2 Co. 12:9-10; He. 12:2 
The priority of prayer – Ja. 1:5-8; Mt. 6:13; 7:7-8; 26:41; 2 Pe. 2:9; 1 Co. 10:13 
 
Conclusion 
We are being perfected in the faith as we endure and persevere through trials and temptations.  Therefore, “let us not be 
weary in well-doing” (Ga. 6:9).  The “blessing” is not in the temptation itself, but the result of enduring it (Ja. 1:12).  
After being tried and approved, we will receive our reward from the Lord. 
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Introduction 
In the broad sense, temptation is the “trial of one’s faith.”  However, in the more narrow sense, temptation 
means “being enticed to sin.”  In other words, faithfully enduring through “temptation to sin” is one of the 
primary ways a Christian’s faith is tried and approved.  This lesson examines the dynamics of being enticed to 
sin. 
 
Key Verse 
“But every man is tempted, when he is drawn away of his own lust, and enticed” (James 1:14). 
 
Lesson Summary 
In James 1:13 we see the source of temptation (or rather the one who is not the source of temptation).  God is 
not the source of our temptation to do wickedly.  Why?  James said, “God cannot be tempted with evil, neither 
tempteth he any man” (v. 13).  Sin and evil completely go against the nature of God.  He cannot sin.  Moreover, 
he does not tempt us to sin.  So who is our tempter?  Let us consider the temptation of Jesus.  When the Word 
was made flesh, the Son of God humbled himself to be tempted.  Jesus was led (or driven) by the Spirit into the 
wilderness to be tempted of the devil (Mt. 4:1; Mk. 1:12-13).  The Spirit led Jesus to the wilderness for the very 
purpose of being tempted.  Clearly temptation is a necessary experience for the Christian.  God may lead us into 
a situation where we will be tempted to sin, but temptation does not come from God.  Rather it is the work of 
the devil.  The apostle Peter described him as a devourer, saying, “as a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking 
whom he may devour” (1 Pe. 5:8).  In temptation, the devil appeals to the Christian’s natural appetites and 
desires (Ja. 1:14).  Temptation occurs when something desirable appeals to us and we are enticed by our desire.  
In James 1:14, the Greek word for “enticed” indicates that one is “attracted by bait.”  The bait looks good, and 
therefore, one is tempted.  This is what happened to Adam and Eve in the Garden of Eden (Gen. 3:6).  The fruit 
of the “tree of knowledge of good and evil” looked pleasant and good in their eyes.  On that basis, they were 
tempted to disobey the commandment of God.  Again, we see this same tactic in the temptation of Jesus.  He 
was extremely hungry after fasting for forty days, and the devil tempted him on the basis of his desire to satisfy 
his natural appetite (Mt. 4:2-3).  Clearly if a thing is not appealing or desirable to an individual, then it is not 
tempting to that person.  Understanding this, we must be crucified to the flesh with its affections and lusts (Ga. 
5:24; 1 Jn. 2:16-17).  Since the devil appeals to our inward desires, we must ensure that the “old man” with his 
fleshly and worldly desires is dead – that our propensity to sin is put to death through sanctification. 
 
Scripture Study 
The devil is our tempter – Ja. 1:13; Mt. 4:1; Mk. 1:12-13; 1 Pe. 5:8;  
Drawn away and enticed – Ja. 1:14; Gen. 3:6; Mt. 4:2-3; 1 Jn. 2:16-17 
 
Conclusion 
The devil tempts us to sin by appealing to our natural desires and appetites.  Temptation occurs when we are 
enticed by our own desires.  Therefore, we must keep our hearts pure and guard ourselves against the tempter, 
realizing that he is subtle and crafty.  Let us be sober and vigilant because the tempter is a devourer of the souls 
of men. 
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Introduction 
In 1 Corinthians 15:14-17, the apostle Paul indicated the significance of Christ’s resurrection.  If Jesus Christ did not rise 
from the dead, Paul explained, then preaching the gospel is vain; our faith is vain; we are liars; and we are yet sinners. But 
praise the Lord; Jesus did rise again!  Therefore, the preaching of the cross is the power of salvation to all who believe (1 
Co. 1:18, 21).  Through faith in Jesus Christ, we overcome the world (1 Jn. 5:4-5).  Moreover, our testimony of Jesus 
Christ is true (Jn. 17:17).  Through Christ, we are free from the power of sin (Ro. 4:24-25; 6:18).  In today’s lesson, we 
celebrate our victory in the Lord’s resurrection. 
 
Key Verse 
“It is sown in dishonour; it is raised in glory: it is sown in weakness; it is raised in power” (1 Co. 15:43). 
 
Lesson Summary 
In 1 Corinthians 15:17-18, the apostle Paul said, “And if Christ be not raised . . . then they also which are fallen asleep in 
Christ are perished.”  To this Paul added, “If in this life only we have hope in Christ, we are of all men most miserable” 
(v. 19).  But our hope in Christ is not limited to life in our present, bodily existence.  Christ conquered death: “knowing 
that Christ being raised from the dead dieth no more; death hath no more dominion over him” (Ro. 6:9).  Moreover, he 
conquered death for us and for the saints who have gone before us (He. 2:9, 14-15; 1 Co. 15:20-23).  A famous hymn 
says, “Up from the grave he arose, with a mighty triumph o’er His foes.  He arose a victor from the dark domain; and He 
lives forever with his saints to reign.  He arose.  He arose.  Hallelujah, Christ arose.”  Through Jesus Christ, we are 
victorious over sin and death!  We have the blessed hope of a bodily resurrection at his coming (1 Th. 4:13-15).  We will 
be raised in glory and power (1 Co. 15:39-43).  Paul explained how there are different kinds of flesh (v. 39).  Also, he 
stated that there are different kinds of bodies (v. 40).  The glories of these bodies are also different (vv. 40-41).  The 
power of the Holy Ghost will raise the saints of God with a glorious, new body – a body “fashioned like unto his glorious 
body” (Ro. 8:11; Ph. 3:10-11, 21).  Paul went on to explain how the glorious body will be a spiritual body as opposed to 
the present, natural body (1 Co. 15:44-49).  He contrasts Adam’s natural body with our resurrected Lord’s spiritual body.  
The natural body is suited for earth; it is of this earth and is made from the dust of the earth (Gen. 2:7).  But the spiritual 
body will be suited for heaven (vv. 48-49).  We will have a visible body, as now (Lu. 24:39); but our new, spiritual body 
will be a different kind of flesh and bones.  For example, the spiritual body will not be confined to the limitations of this 
earthy existence (see Lu. 24:30-37; Jn. 20:19-20, 26-28).  Finally, we will be raised incorruptible and immortal (1 Co. 
15:42, 50-54; 1 Th. 4:16-18).  Paul declared, “flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God” (1 Co. 15:50).  Why?  
The natural body is corruptible – it deteriorates and dies.  The natural body is mortal.  But the saints will inherit an 
everlasting kingdom and must therefore put on incorruption and an everlasting body.  Thus, the sainted dead will be raised 
immortal, and the living saints of God will be changed and caught up to be with the Lord forever. 
 
Scripture Study 
The blessed hope of a bodily resurrection – Ro. 6:9; 1 Th. 4:13-15; 1 Co. 15:19-23; He. 2:9, 14-15 
Raised in glory and power – Ro. 8:11; 1 Co. 15:39-43; Ph. 3:10-11, 21 
Raised a spiritual body – 1 Co. 15:44-49 
Raised incorruptible (immortal) – 1 Co. 15:42, 50-54; 1 Th. 4:16-18 
 
Conclusion 
Truly, because he lives, we live through him.  Because he lives, we have the hope of a glorious resurrection at the 
sounding of the last trumpet (1 Co. 15:51-53).  Let us take great comfort in knowing that we have this blessed hope (1 Th. 
4:18). 
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Introduction 
Temptation is not a mark of spiritual weakness.  All Christians, particularly those young in their faith, need to 
understand that there is no sin in being tempted.  Jesus was tempted, yet without sin (He. 4:15).  The only sin in 
temptation is yielding to it.  In today’s lesson, we will examine sin as lust conceived in the heart. 
 
Key Verse 
“Then when lust hath conceived, it bringeth forth sin: and sin, when it is finished, bringeth forth death” (Ja. 
1:15). 
 
Lesson Summary 
We are tempted when we are drawn away and enticed by our own desires.  We see a thing; and it is desirable to 
us.  This describes temptation (Ja. 1:14).  If it is not desirable or if it does not appeal to us, then we are not 
tempted by it.  In temptation, when do we move from merely being tempted to sinning?  When lust conceives, it 
produces sin (v. 15).  The implication is that conception takes place “in the heart.”  When the desire for it seizes 
our heart, at that point, we sin.  James uses the metaphorical language of conception and birth to illustrate sin in 
the heart and actions of an individual.  Let us think about this in terms of a baby.  At conception, life begins.  
All that a baby will become originates at conception.  This tiny life in the womb grows, develops, and 
eventually is birthed.  Likewise when adultery, for example, is conceived in the heart, it will eventually produce 
or bring forth works of adultery, if the individual does not truly repent.  The enticement through one’s desire is 
temptation (2 Sa. 11:2).  The conception of one’s desire is sin (2 Sa. 11:3; Mt. 5:27-28).  The fulfillment of 
one’s desire is willful disobedience and transgression (2 Sa. 11:4).  In conception, we willfully commit 
ourselves to the desire, and thus we sin.  This explains why sin is willful disobedience, even in the heart, before 
the act of sin is ever committed.  Sin is willful!  It arises from the inner will of the person, defiling the 
individual (Mk. 7:14-23).  For this reason, sin is defiance and opposition to the will of God.  Because sin 
originates in the heart, not in one’s actions, the heart must be cleansed and kept clean from sin.  This point is 
extremely important.  Jesus taught against being religious outwardly, yet remaining inwardly corrupt (Mt. 
23:25-28).  Professing Christians can appear righteous, but their hearts be filled with filth (Mt. 23:5, 14, 15, 23).  
Jesus called this hypocrisy (vv. 25, 27).  What is the solution?  We must make sure the inside (the inner man) is 
first cleansed, before we concern ourselves with issues of practical holiness (v. 26).  In Zion Assembly Church 
of God, we must ensure that people are genuinely repenting of their sins and being truly converted, not merely 
making professions of faith and acting religious.  Moreover, we must emphasize the need for sanctification in 
the life of every born-again believer (see Faith-N-Focus, February 2009). 
 
Scripture Study 
When lust conceives – Ja. 1:14-15; 2 Sa. 11:2-4; Mk. 7:14-23 
Cleansing the heart – Mt. 23:5, 14, 15, 23, 25-28 
 
Conclusion 
When lust conceives in the heart, sin corrupts a believer at that point.  Therefore, sin is not only a wrong action, 
but first and foremost it is wickedness in one’s heart.  As such, sin must be cleansed from one’s heart through 
genuine repentance and sanctification of the Spirit, not merely removed from one’s actions. 
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