
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Introduction 
Have you ever watched an artist at work?  A painter seems to carelessly smear shades of brown and green on a 
canvas.  At first, the painting is simply a blend of colors.  Then suddenly, with strategic brush strokes, trees 
come into view.  It’s truly amazing to watch a scene emerge from seemingly nothing.  Indeed, things are not 
always as they appear.  What appears to be insignificant may actually be the beginning of something great.  
Likewise, what appears to be great may prove to be the beginning of something destructive and deadly.  In 
today’s lesson, we will see how sin deceptively starts out one way, but ends in another. 
 
Key Verse 
“What fruit had ye then in those things whereof ye are now ashamed?  for the end of those things is death” (Ro. 
6:21). 
 
Lesson Summary 
When a Christian willfully disobeys the Word of God, sin in the heart of the individual is expressed and 
strengthened.  If the believer does not truly repent and turn away from the spirit of disobedience, yielding to the 
temptation of sin becomes easier and easier.  Moreover, sin will increase its hold.  In James’ writing, he heavily 
emphasized the idea of completion or the end results (the finish).  For example, when James wrote of the 
“perfect work” in verse four, he was referring to the outcome or the end of our trials and temptations.  In verse 
twelve, he spoke of receiving our crown in respect to the end, after our trials are finished.  Also, he wrote of the 
“perfect gift” and the “perfect law of liberty” – perfect in the sense of being complete, or lacking nothing (vv. 
17, 25).  In verse 15, James addressed sin and its impact on the believer, referring once again to the idea of 
completion or end result: “and sin, when it is finished” (v. 15).  Sin has a disastrous outcome.  The end or finish 
of sin is death: “bringeth forth death” (v. 15).  Repeatedly, the Scriptures teach us of sin’s deadly consequences 
and conclusion (Ro. 1:32; 6:21, 23; 7:5; 8:13).  Death is described as the judgment, the end, and the wages of 
sinful works.  However, sin never presents itself as deadly.  Indeed, it is deceptive.  It promises pleasure and 
fulfillment, but it ends in death (2 Th. 2:12).  Moses, who refused sin’s pleasures, serves as an example to the 
church that we should deny “ungodliness and worldly lusts” (Tit. 2:12; He. 11:24-26).  Sin’s pleasure is 
temporary; it is only “for a season” (He. 11:25).  But God’s reward and blessing for the righteous is eternal.  In 
James 1:16, the writer admonished the saints, saying, “Do not err, my beloved brethren.”  Do not be deceived 
by sin.  Do not be fooled!  Sin is deadly.  Let us resist its temptation that we might “receive the crown of life . . . 
promised to them that love him” (v.12). 
 
Scripture Study 
Sin’s finish – Ro.1:32; 6:21, 23; 7:5; 8:13; Ja. 1:15 
Sin’s deception – 2 Th. 2:12; He. 11:24-26; Ja. 1:16 
 
Conclusion 
Satan is a liar and a deceiver.  He is our tempter.  He appeals to our desires, presenting sin as pleasurable, 
satisfying, and fulfilling.  While sin temporarily gratifies the desires of the flesh, it ultimately produces death.  
Bottom line: sin deceives, defiles, destroys, and ends in death. 
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Introduction 
Unfortunately, some people think that God desires to destroy them.  Because their lives have been filled with trouble 
and misfortunate events, they believe that God is out to get them and cares nothing about them.  They see themselves 
walking around with a rain cloud that God has permanently placed over their head.  This erroneous perspective turns 
God into the “bad guy.”  However, just the opposite is true. 
 
Key Verse 
“The Lord is not slack concerning his promise, as some men count slackness; but is longsuffering to us-ward, not 
willing that any should perish, but that all should come to repentance” (2 Pe. 3:9). 
 
Lesson Summary 
In writing to Titus, the apostle Paul declared, “For the grace of God that bringeth salvation hath appeared to all men” 
(Tit. 2:11).  What is the grace of God?  A commonly accepted definition is “the unmerited or undeserved love and 
favor of God toward humanity.”  The grace of God encompasses a “three-fold” expression of his divine love and 
favor.  God’s grace is revealed in the following ways: 1) his disposition toward humanity, 2) his provision for 
humanity, and 3) his impartation of grace to humanity.  Let us consider God’s disposition.  Disposition refers to 
God’s attitude toward humanity or God’s will concerning humanity.  The Bible teaches that God’s attitude toward 
human beings is one of divine love and favor (Jn. 3:16).  God is merciful toward us, “not willing that any should 
perish, but that all should come to repentance” (2 Pe. 3:9).  God does not want to destroy us, but rather to save us.  
His disposition toward us is one of salvation (Tit. 2:11).  In fact, God receives no pleasure in the death of the wicked 
(Ez 33:11).  He is not eagerly watching and waiting on an opportunity to hurt us, “but is longsuffering to us-ward” (2 
Pe. 3:9).  Clearly, God does not desire to destroy us, but he wants us to repent and have life (Is. 55:7).  Though some 
may think that God has given them unfair treatment, the Bible reminds us, “There hath no temptation taken you but 
such as is common to man” (1 Co. 10:13).  Trials and temptations describe the human condition.  Jesus explained 
how God is gracious toward all people, when he said, “he [God] maketh his sun to rise on the evil and on the good, 
and sendeth rain on the just and on the unjust” (Mt. 5:45).  Sun and rain are neutral factors – neither good nor bad in 
and of themselves.  Yet both are necessary and beneficial to humanity.  We need the sun and rain for the healthy 
functioning of the eco-system.  Thankfully, everyday the sun rises in the sky; and periodically the rain falls from the 
sky.  Yet too much or too little of either is bad for us, producing floods or droughts.  However, Jesus’ point is not 
about the sun or the rain, per se, but rather that all of humanity ultimately receives the same treatment from the Lord.  
At times, we may get too much or too little; nevertheless we all get the same general disposition from the Lord – his 
divine love and favor.  God is good to all; he is gracious to all.  His call to salvation is extended to all people of 
every nation (1 Ti. 2:4; Ac. 10:34-35).  What is God’s disposition of grace?  The apostle John declared it: “And 
whosoever will, let him take the water of life freely” (Re. 22:17). 
 
Scripture Study  
God’s merciful attitude toward humanity – 2 Pe. 3:9; Tit. 2:11; Ez. 33:11; Is. 55:7 
God is gracious to all people – 1 Co. 10:13; Mt. 5:45; Ac. 10:35; 1 Ti. 2:4; Re. 22:17 
 
Conclusion 
Clearly, God’s desire for humanity is that none be lost.  God’s will is to save humanity – to “redeem us from all 
iniquity” (Tit. 2:14).  Therefore, “the Spirit and the bride say, Come.  And let him that heareth say, Come.  And let 
him that is athirst come” (Re. 22:17). 
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Introduction 
Is God’s disposition of grace, by itself, sufficient to save us?  According to the Scriptures, God’s disposition 
alone does not save lost humanity.  Just the mere offer of his mercy and love for humanity will not deliver us 
from his judgment against sin.  Though God is “not willing that any should perish,” Jesus taught that the way of 
eternal life is narrow and “few there be that find it” (2 Pe. 3:9; Mt. 7:14).  In fact, Jesus taught how the majority 
of humans will be eternally lost (Mt. 7:13).  Thus, the grace of God that brings salvation must extend beyond 
his disposition and attitude toward us.  In today’s lesson, we not only will see how God desires and wills our 
salvation (his disposition of grace) but also that he provided a way for us to be saved (his provision of grace). 
 
Key Verse 
“But God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us” (Ro. 5:8). 
 
Lesson Summary 
The nature of God’s grace is salvific.  Salvation is the very purpose of God’s grace toward humanity.  God’s 
will is that all should repent and be converted (Ac. 3:19).  In Titus 2:11, Paul declared how God’s grace brings 
salvation.  Not only does God desire to save us, but he actively brings salvation to us.  Not only is God disposed 
to save us, but he also provides salvation for us.  How has he done this?  God’s saving grace has made a 
personal appearance in human history (Tit. 2:11; 3:4).  God’s saving grace is provided to us through the person 
and work of Jesus Christ (Jn 1:14-17).  The Word of God became flesh and lived among us (v. 14).  Why did he 
come?  The purpose of grace through Jesus Christ is not condemnation, but salvation (Jn. 3:17).  The grace of 
God in Christ is demonstrated in the provision of his death on the cross.  Because of God’s grace, Jesus died 
(He. 2:9).  When we could not save ourselves, he gave himself to die for us in order to save us (Tit. 2:14; Ro. 
5:6).  Just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness for the deliverance of the people, Christ was also 
lifted up on the cross for humanity’s salvation (Jn. 3:14).  For whom did Jesus die?  Was his provision of grace 
limited to only a few choice people?  His death on the cross provided the hope of eternal life to all who are 
perishing (Jn. 3:15-16).  Christ did not die for righteous people or even for good people, but rather for sinners 
(Ro. 5:7-8).  For example, while Jesus was still hanging on the cross, he actively demonstrated his grace toward 
all sinners when he graciously received the criminal who was crucified with him (Lu. 23:39-43).  The apostle 
Peter explained this saving grace in terms of the just suffering for the unjust (1 Pe. 3:18).  Jesus Christ, sinless 
and innocent, brutally died on the cross to save a sinful and guilty humanity. 
 
Scripture Study 
Saving grace is provided through Jesus Christ – Tit. 2:11; 3:4; Jn. 1:14-17; 3:17 
Grace is demonstrated in the provision of Christ’s death – He. 2:9; 1 Pe. 1:18-20; Re. 13:8; Ro. 5:6; Tit. 2:14; Jn. 3:14 
Grace is extended to all sinners – Jn. 3:15-16; Ro. 5:7-8; 3:23; 1 Pe. 3:18; Lu. 23:39-43 
 
Conclusion 
Clearly, God provides for us that which he wills for us.  He wills to save us and provides the way of salvation 
for us through Jesus Christ.  He provides his saving grace through Christ’s death and extends his provision of 
grace to all men.  Thus, he provides according to his disposition toward us. 
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Introduction 
Thus far, we have studied two aspects of God’s grace: his merciful disposition toward humanity and also his 
provision for humanity’s salvation.  Graciously, God provides for us that which he wills for us.  Because his 
will for us is our salvation, he also provides for us the Way of salvation.  But how does the grace of God save 
us?  Today’s lesson shares the transition of grace from an external work of God on our behalf to an internal 
work of God for our salvation. 
 
Key Verse 
“For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus hath made me free from the law of sin and death” (Ro. 8:2). 
 
Lesson Summary 
How does the grace of God (that is, his disposition and provision) save us?  Jesus promised to give his disciples 
another Comforter, the Spirit of truth (Jn. 14:16-17).  Christ’s departure was necessary for the coming ministry 
of his Spirit (Jn. 16:7-14).  After his ascension, Christ physically would no longer be present to guide and to 
teach his disciples, but he spiritually would continue to work in their lives by his indwelling Spirit (Jn. 14:17).  
From this perspective, Jesus declared, “Lo, I am with you always, even unto the end of the world” (Mt. 28:20; 
Jn. 14:16).  Jesus was faithful to his promise, sending the Holy Spirit on the day of Pentecost (Ac. 2:1-4).  This 
outpouring of the Spirit inaugurated the “last days” ministry of the Spirit as prophesied by the prophet Joel (Ac. 
2:17; Jl. 2:28).  Thus, in the book of Acts we see how the Holy Spirit moves forward the mission and ministry 
of Christ on earth through the people of God.  The saving grace of God, fully revealed in the provision of Jesus 
Christ, is imparted to us, working in and through us by God’s Spirit.  For example, when speaking to 
Nicodemus about the new birth, Jesus explained the impartation of saving grace as being “born of the Spirit” 
(Jn. 3:5, 6, 8).  Indeed, the new birth is a spiritual birth – it is a birthing of a new creature in Christ.  Through the 
Spirit, we see the saving grace of God in action.  Salvation is not a self-improvement program.  We do not 
merely clean up our act and then declare that we are saved.  Rather, true salvation results from the work of the 
Spirit.  When we speak of God’s saving grace, what grace does the Holy Spirit impart to us?  The Spirit actually 
renews us to spiritual life – even eternal life in Christ (Tit. 3:5-7; Ro. 8:1-4).  The Spirit both justifies us and 
frees us from the power of sin, making us righteous and holy through Christ (Tit. 3:7; Ro. 8:2, 4).  Clearly, true 
salvation is much more than a profession.  It is more powerful than acting religious or doing religious deeds.  
The grace of God working in the individual by the Spirit produces a powerful, spiritual transformation in 
him/her.  No longer does the man or woman walk after the flesh which leads to death, but rather after the Spirit 
which brings forth life and peace (Ro. 8:1, 4-6).   
 
Scripture Study 
Saving grace is imparted by the Spirit – Jn. 14:16-17; 16:7-14; 3:1-8 
The gracious work of the Spirit – Tit. 3:5-7; Ro. 8:1-6; 2 Co. 3:18; Ac. 1:8 
 
Conclusion 
God works in and through us that which he wills and provides for us.  His grace clearly goes beyond his 
disposition (attitude) and provision.  He actually enables and empowers us to fulfill his will in our lives (Ac. 
1:8).   
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