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Editorials . . . 

                 Easter
 The Resurrection is the hope and central truth for the Christian. Our spiritual expectations and 
aspirations are pinned to this timeless fact truth---Christ rose from the dead! As such, He became   the 
“first fruits of all them that sleep [or have fallen asleep].”  For “because [He] lives, [ we] shall live also.” 
 Things were looking tragically dark and bleak on that Friday before Easter morning. Our 
Lord nailed to an old rugged cross, the emblem of suffering and shame; wrapped up in grave clothes and sealed tightly in a 
cold tomb. But “truth crushed to the earth, shall rise again.” For it cannot be destroyed, it cannot perish. It may be silenced 
for a moment; beaten down, mocked, scourged, forced to carry a cross to Golgotha; but it will inevitably come forth in God’s 
time and under His power and glory! So it is with everyone who receives the truth in his heart and embraces it in faith and 
hope. Believers may suffer persecution and the righteous may be beaten down: but they will always get up again! What  
victory! No power on earth can prevent it---no more than the mighty armies of Rome could prevent the birth of Christ nor 
His resurrection! When the prophetic time came, the eternal Word was fulfilled. And we may rest assured that our God has 
not changed. He is still faithful and true. In Christ “Death is swallowed up in victory.”             

 “Remembrance Day”
 April 20, 2004 should be a date burned into the memory of our ministers and members of Zion Assembly. For on that 
day 85 courageous believers (17 of whom were ministers) in a solemn meeting in Pigeon Forge, Tennessee agreed to unite 
together in a sacred covenant to renew their commitment to stand unequivocally upon the teachings and commandments of 
Christ and the Apostles, and to restore the government and discipline of the church that Christ and the Apostles had practiced 
in the New Testament (Mt. 16.18-29; 18.15-20; Jn. 20.23; Acts 15.1-31; 16.4-5; 1 Cor. 5.1-13; et al).  
 No doubt April 20, 2004 will become more significant among believers as Zion Assembly grows in size and influence 
and the multitudes see in her the embodiment of the essential truths and distinctions of the church in the Bible; then we may 
expect this date to go down in Christian history along with other notable dates---e.g. A.D. 325; October 31, 1517; August 
19, 1886.
 To keep the significance of the historic event that took place fourteen years ago ever before our people, the General 
Assembly recommended in 2011 that “each local church observe a special ‘Remembrance Day’ on or about April 20th of each 
year . . . The anniversary celebration might include preaching, testimonies, skits, dramas [readings of historical significance 
related to the church], reminiscences, and photo displays. The ultimate purpose should be to magnify the prophetic vision 
of the church, and to recommit ourselves to fulfill the great commission that Christ gave to the church before He ascended 
back to the Father” (Assembly Minutes 2011, p. 39).          
 We want to encourage all of our pastors and churches to join in a worldwide celebration of “Remembrance Day,” 
to reignite the flame of passion for God’s house. Let us all imitate our Lord in the zeal He had for the house of God---“For 
the zeal of thine house hath eaten me up” (Ps. 69.9; Jn. 2.17).   

 Up-coming Sessions of the School of Ministry
 By the time our readers receive this issue of the VOZ, the School of Ministry will be in progress in northern 
California at Madera (April 1-6). This will be followed by a one-week term of the school in southern California at Rialto 
(April 8-13). The excitement seems to be building in anticipation of the illuminating and inspirational Bible courses, the 
Spirit-filled atmosphere for worship, and the always friendly and up-lifting fellowship.   
 The usual two terms of the school in Cleveland will commence on May 13 at 6.30 p.m. The first week is scheduled 
for May 13-18 and the second for May 20-25. Several new faces are expected to be in these classes, and as usual a goodly 
number of our pastors and dedicated workers are expected to enroll for the post-graduate courses. Make plans 
now to attend and participate in these educational and inspirational terms of the School of Ministry.
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 The admonition---“lest thou forget”---was 
important enough to repeat in vv. 23 and 31, and 
again in 6.12; 8.11, 14, 19. It will be noticed that these 
admonitions are especially focused on the covenant  
which had incorporated and formed God’s people into 
an “holy nation” and “peculiar people.” (Ex. 19.5-8; 
1 Pet. 2.9). They were now not just the children of 
Abraham and, as such, the family of God; they were 
the church of God, the “church in the wilderness” 
(Acts 7.38).
  Now notice carefully the further admonition 
of Moses in our text passage:  

“Specially the day that thou stood before the 
Lord thy God in 
Horeb [Mount 
Sinai], when the 
Lord thy God 
said . . . Gather 
me the people 
together, and I 
will make them 
hear my words, 
that they may 
learn to fear me 
all the days that 
they shall live 
upon the earth, 
and that they 
may teach their 
children. And ye came near and stood under the 
mountain; and the mountain burned with fire 
unto the midst of heaven . . . and the Lord [spoke] 
unto you out of the midst of the fire: ye heard the 
voice of the words but saw no similitude; only 
ye heard a voice. And he declared unto you his 
covenant, which he commanded you to perform, 
even the ten commandments; and he wrote 
them upon two tablets of stone” (vv. 10-13).  

 Being God’s covenant people, His church, 
is a great honor---indeed, an unspeakable privilege 
bestowed freely by His grace to make us a “peculiar 
treasure” unto God “above all people” on the face of 
the earth (Ex. 19.5; Deut. 4.20; 77.6; 14.2; 26.18); and 
more so, “. . . to make thee high above all nations 
which he hath made, in praise, and in name, and in 
honor . . .” (Deut. 26.19). As such, we hold our special 
status with the Lord as a sacred trust, and, accordingly, 
are always mindful to pass this sacred deposit on to 
our children and our childrens’ children. 

“And thou shalt love the Lord thy God with 
all thine heart, and with all thy soul, and with 

all thy might. And 
these words, which 
I command thee 
this day, shall be 
in thine heart: And 
thou shalt teach 
them diligently 
unto thy children, 
and shalt talk of 
them when [you 
sit] in thine house, 
and when [you 
walk] by the way, 
and when [you lie] 
down, and when 
[you rise] up. And 

thou shalt bind them for a sign upon thine hand, 
and they shall be as frontlets between thine 
eyes. And thou shalt write them upon the posts 
of thy house, and on thy gates” (Deut. 6.5-9).    

 We can see by reflecting on the church in both 
Old and New Testaments how prone God’s people are 
to forget their high and peculiar calling: and this is no 
less true in Zion Assembly; indeed, without a special 
commitment and constant reminders to maintain our 
peculiar identity and charge as God’s holy nation, it 

“Lest Thou Forget”
“Only take heed to thyself, and keep thy soul diligently, lest thou forget the things which thine eyes have 
seen, and lest they depart from thy heart all the days of thy life: but teach them thy sons, and thy sons’ 
sons (Deut. 4.9). 

“Being God’s covenant people, His church, is a great 
honor---indeed, an unspeakable privilege bestowed 
freely by His grace to make us a ‘peculiar treasure’  
unto God ‘above all people’ on the face of the earth 
(Ex. 19.5; Deut. 4.20; 77.6; 14.2; 26.18); and more so, 
‘. . . to make thee high above all nations which he 
hath made, in praise, and in name, and in honor . . .’ 
(Deut. 26.19). As such, we hold our special status with 
the Lord as a sacred trust, and, accordingly, are always 
mindful to pass this sacred deposit on to our children 
and our childrens’ children.” 

Wade H. Phillips
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doesn’t take long to forget---sometimes less than a 
generation. Under Joshua’s leadership we read “the 
people served the Lord all the days of Joshua, and all 
the days of the elders that outlived Joshua, who had 
seen all the great works of the Lord, that he did for 
Israel” (Judg. 2.7). Yet after all that generation were 
“gathered unto their fathers . . . there arose another 
generation after them, which knew not the Lord, nor 
yet the works which he had done for Israel” (v. 10). 
Under the period of the Judges, we read that the people 
“turned quickly out of the way which their fathers 
walked in obeying the commandments of the Lord; but 
they did not so” (v. 17). 

How Not to Forget

 There is  primarily a two-fold way of not 
forgetting: namely, 
by “calling to 
remembrance” and  
purposively committing 
ourselves to keep the 
Lord’s commandments 
and statutes ever before 
us in prayer and worship, 
both subjectively and 
objectively, that is, by 
the Word being written 
in our hearts as well as 
on tables of stone or in 
the Bible (Hab. 2.2-3; 1 
Jn. 5.10-11; 2 Cor. 3.2-
3; 1 Tim. 4.13-16; 2 Tim. 3.14-16; Heb. 10.15-16; 
Rev. 1.2-3), and at home and in public assembly.  
 We have seen that Moses admonished the 
church to love God supremely and sincerely, without 
pretense or hypocrisy, and to keep His words always in 
our hearts: to “teach them diligently to [our] children 
. . . to talk of them when [you sit in your house], and 
when [you walk] by the way, and when [you lie] down, 
and when [you rise] up. And thou shalt bind them for 
a sign upon thy hand, and they shall be as frontlets 
between thine eyes. And thou shalt write them upon 
the posts of thy house, and on thy gates” (Deut. 6.7-9). 
 The Lord commanded in Joshua 1.8 that “This 
book of the law shall not depart out of thy mouth; but 
thou shalt meditate therein day and night, that thou 
mayest observe to do according to all that is written 
therein: for then thou shalt make thy was prosperous, 
and then thou shalt have good success.”  

“Signs” and “Memorials”

 In addition to spiritual consecration and    
diligence in prayer, worship, Bible study and meditation, 
there is the biblical practice of marking significant 
places where God miraculously or providentially 
intervened for His church on her earthly pilgrimage. The 
aim in these markers---“signs” and “memorials” is to 
magnify the grace and power of God, and to remind us 
that we are a “peculiar people . . . above all people on 
the face of the earth”---a people with a special calling 
and a unique identity. This is illustrated in the instance 
of the miraculous event when the Lord rolled back 
the waters of the Jordan River enabling His people 
to cross on dry land (Josh. 3.14-17). Accordingly, 
Joshua was commanded by the Lord to appoint twelve 
men, one from each of the twelve tribes, to collect 

twelve stones out of 
the midst of the river 
bed to build a marker 
to commemorate the 
miraculous deliverance 
of His church (4.1-5). 
Notice especially that 
this memorial was not 
only for the benefit of 
the present generation, 
but for the generations 
of God’s people to 
come: to keep them 
mindful that they are 
a peculiar or special 

people unto the Lord above all people in the earth.       

“And those twelve stones, which they took out 
of Jordan, did Joshua pitch [set up] in Gilgal. 
And he [spoke] unto the children of Israel, 
saying, When your children shall ask in time 
to come, What mean ye by these stones? Then 
ye shall let your children know, saying, Israel 
came over this Jordan on dry land. For the 
Lord your God dried up the waters of Jordan 
from before you, until ye were passed over, as 
the Lord your God did to the Red Sea, which 
he dried up from before us, until we were 
gone over. That all the people of the earth 
might know the hand of the Lord, that it is 
mighty; that ye might fear the Lord your God 
forever” (vv. 21-24; see also vv. 6-7). 

‘‘In addition to spiritual consecration and diligence 
in prayer, worship, Bible study and meditation, 
there is the biblical practice of marking significant 
places where God miraculously or providentially 
intervened for His church on her earthly pilgrimage. 
The aim in these markers---‘signs’ and ‘memorials’ 
is to magnify the grace and power of God, and to 
remind us that we are a ‘peculiar people . . . above 
all people on the face of the earth’---a people with a 
special calling and unique identity.”
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Markers are therefore biblical and historical “signs” 
that assist us to not forget who God is and who we 
are in relation to God---His “holy nation”, a “royal 
priesthood”, a “chosen generation” “to show forth 
His praises [perfections]” (1 Pet. 2.9). 

Answering the Call 

 `We believe that God did something special 
among us and through us in Zion Assembly in 2004; 
that He in fact used us to restore His house in response 
to a “falling away” that had been going on in our 
former fellowship for several years. Accordingly, 
we met in Pigeon 
Forge, Tennessee on 
April 18-20 of that 
year to discuss the 
contested issues and 
to counsel together 
on what steps should 
be taken to restore 
and reorganize the 
church. Accordingly, 
after three days of 
prayer and preaching, 
and counsel and 
dialog, eighty-five 
courageous men and 
women, among the 
approximately four 
hundred who attended 
that meeting, stood up 
and answered the call to restore and reorganize the 
church under a new administration. The preface of the 
Minutes of the First Assembly in September 2004 is 
worthy of our reflection consideration here: 

“. . . Zion Assembly Church of God was 
set in order on April 20, 2004. This action 
was taken only after a remnant of ministers 
and members had exhausted every means 
possible---including solemn protests, scriptural 
admonitions, and tears---to turn the tide of a 
‘falling away’ that little by little had affected its 
former fellowship---Church of God of Prophecy. 
This ‘falling away’ had continued until finally 
it was concluded that the fellowship had broken 
its solemn covenant and had consequently 
disqualified itself as the espoused bride of 
Christ. The dissidents believed their actions 

were in keeping with the spirit of restoration 
that had inspired their illustrious fathers and 
mothers in the late nineteenth century, the 
object of which was to restore the fullness of 
the Gospel of the Kingdom and to rebuild the 
New Testament church. 

  “The spirit of this restoration, however, 
extended further back into the fifteenth- and 
sixteenth centuries, particularly among the 
Anabaptists. Like the Anabaptists, the fathers 
and mothers of Zion Assembly Church of 
God maintained that the church in the New 
Testament had fallen in the third- and fourth 
centuries (after the passing of the apostles), 

and, according 
to prophecy, was 
ordained to ‘arise’ 
and come forth 
in the last days to 
fulfill God’s eternal 
purpose (Is. 60:1-
5; Zech. 14:7,8; 
Acts 20:29; 2 Pet. 
2; Jude 3; Rev. 
2:3; 19: 7,8; et al). 
These courageous 
men and women 
saw themselves, 
therefore, as 
instruments to bring 
about the fulfillment 
of this prophetic 

restoration.
“A little more insight into the historical 

background of this tradition may be helpful 
here. A division in the former organization took 
place in 1923, when the General Overseer, A. 
J. Tomlinson, and a number of ministers and 
members believed the fellowship had adopted 
certain measures into its form of government 
and practices that disqualified it from being 
God’s church. The new organization (Church 
of God of Prophecy), led by A.J. Tomlinson, 
therefore pledged itself to restore and continue 
in the original vision and spirit of the founders, 
which they believed were consistent with 
the teachings and practices of the apostles. 
God manifestly blessed this effort, and the 
church grew and prospered---spiritually and 
materially---in the ensuing years, establishing 

“We believe that God did something special among 
us and through us in Zion Assembly in 2004; that He 
in fact used us to restore His house in response to a 
‘falling away’ that had been going on in our former 
fellowship for several years. Accordingly, we met 
in Pigeon Forge, Tennessee on April 18-20 of that 
year to discuss the contested issues and to counsel 
together on what steps should be taken to restore and 
reorganize the church. Accordingly, after three days 
of prayer and preaching, and counsel and dialog, 
eighty-five courageous men and women, among 
the approximately four hundred who attended that 
meeting, stood up and answered the call to restore and 
reorganize the church under a new administration.”
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local congregations in every state in the United 
States and in more than 100 countries around 
the world.

“Beginning in the early 1990’s, however, 
this body (now under new leadership) began 
to ‘slip’ and ‘fall away’ from the faith of 
the Gospel. Certain measures were adopted 
contrary to traditional agreements and duly 
appointed practices in the church and, more 
importantly (in the opinion of many), contrary 
to the teachings and practices of Jesus and 
the apostles. This led to a special meeting of 
concerned ministers and members in Pigeon 
Forge, Tennessee on April 18-20, 2004, which 
resulted in the re-organization of the church 
under a new government (as mentioned 
above). At this meeting the name of the new 
organization (‘Zion Assembly Church of God’) 
was adopted, an 
abstract of faith and a 
system of government 
was agreed upon, 
a presiding bishop 
was selected, and 
other leaders were 
appointed and agreed 
upon. It was also 
agreed that the church 
should inaugurate an 
official church paper 
as soon as possible. 
The name, Voice of 
Zion, was proposed for the paper and approved 
by this same body. Consequently, the first issue 
of the Voice of Zion rolled off the press in June 
2004. It was resolved further in this meeting that 
the highest tribunal of authority in the church, 
under Christ, is the General Assembly, and that 
the first General Assembly in this new order 
should be set for September 23-26, 2004.”    

Handing Down the Vision 
and the ‘Sacred Deposit’

 It is an awesome task as well as a great honor 
to be chosen to serve as ambassadors for the Lord and 
His church (2 Cor. 5.20): and to have received from 
Christ and the apostles the “ministry . . . and the word 
of reconciliation” (vv. 18-19). Now, accordingly, as 
the true doctrine and government of the church have 

been handed down to us from our illustrious fathers 
and mothers in the church, we now have the sacred 
duty to hand it down to this present generation and 
to future generations---“to our sons and our sons’ 
sons.”  Paul wrote to Timothy, his son in the faith:

“And the things that thou hast heard of me 
among many witnesses, the same commit thou 
to faithful men, who shall be able to teach 
others also” (2 Tim. 2.2).

Our work then is laid out for us: to instill in our young 
ministers and dedicated workers the essential principles 
of the doctrine and government of the church so that the 
sacred tradition bequeathed to us might be maintained 
and perpetuated unto the coming of the Lord.   
  Toward this noble goal we instituted the School 
of Ministry in May 2005, and we are now envisioning 
and laboring to establish a Bible college. Indeed, we 
are under an apostolic mandate to “perfect” [equip/

train] the whole church 
to carry forward the 
church’s special mission 
in the world (Eph. 4.11-
16; Col. 1.28); and more 
especially to see that our 
God-called and anointed 
ministers are “thoroughly 
furnished” [equipped] 
and harnessed with the 
doctrine, government and 
discipline of the church: to 
enable them to effectively 

proclaim and defend the glorious truths of the Gospel 
and God’s grand plan for His church (1 Cor. 3.5-15; 
Eph. 3.9-10; 1 Tim. 4.14-16; 2 Tim. 3.17; Rev. 19.7-
8). In turn, these “thoroughly furnished” and capable 
ministers will be able to continue to 

“Write the vision, and make it plain 
upon tables, that he may run that 
[reads] it. For . . . at the end [the 
vision] shall speak, and not lie: 
though it tarry wait for it; because 
it will surely come, it will not tarry” 
(Hab. 2.2-3).     

“Now, accordingly, even as the true 
doctrine and government of the church 
have been handed down to us from our 
illustrious fathers and mothers in the 
church, we now have the sacred duty to 
hand it down to this present generation 
and to future generations--- ‘to our sons 
and our sons’ sons.” 
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Before His crucifixion, Jesus said: “… I am the resurrection, and the life:  he that believeth in me, though he were 
dead, yet shall he live: And whosoever liveth and believeth in me shall never die” (Jn. 11.25,26). About seventy years after 
His resurrection, Christ revealed Himself to John on the Isle of Patmos and said: “I am he that liveth, and was 
dead; and, behold, I am alive for evermore, Amen; and have the keys of hell and of death” (Rev. 1.18).

The resurrection of Christ is what gives credibility to every claim that Jesus made of Himself. 
His descent from the Father, His authority to forgive sin, and His power to lay down His life 
and take it up again, would all be in question without His resurrection (Jn. 16.28; Mt. 9.6; Jn. 
10.18).

The appearance of Christ after His rising from the dead gives validity to the 
things written about Him in the Psalms, and in the Law and Prophets, such as Ps. 
16.10: “For thou wilt not leave my soul in hell; neither wilt thou suffer thine Holy 
One to see corruption.”

The book of Hebrews written after His ascension sums up His earthly 
ministry and defines His person, divinity, mission and purpose. “GOD . . .Hath 
in these last days spoken unto us by his Son, whom he hath appointed heir of 
all things, by whom also he made the worlds; Who being the brightness of his 
glory, and the express image of his person, and upholding all things by the 
word of his power, when he had by himself purged our sins, sat down on the 
right hand of the Majesty on high” (Heb. 1.1-3).

Jesus “…was made a little lower than the angels for the 
suffering of death . . . that he by the grace of God should taste death 
for every man … that through death he might destroy him that had the 
power of death, that is, the devil . . . And deliver them, who through fear 
of death were all their lifetime subject to bondage” (Heb. 2.9, 14-15).

When it was evident that His earthly ministry was finished and His 
death was imminent, the Bible describes the mental state of Christ as being 
exceeding sorrowful unto death (Mk. 14.34); and being in an “agony” his sweat 
was as great drops of blood falling to the ground (Lu. 22.44). Yet, when Jesus 
said from the cross, “It is finished” (Jn. 19.30) and bowed his head and gave up 
the ghost, He was not talking about His life or His pain and suffering. He was saying 
that the redemptive work of salvation is completed. The sin debt is paid.

The sacrificial lambs that had been slain for fourteen hundred years, typified the 
death of the Lam of God, who “taketh away the sin of the world”. In His one sufficient 
sacrifice for all men, God was well pleased. The Father’s justice and righteousness was 
satisfied (Heb. 9.24-26).

The prophecy had been fulfilled, “… he was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised 
for our iniquities: the chastisement of our peace was upon him; and with his stripes we are healed. All we 
like sheep have gone astray; we have turned everyone to his own way; and the Lord hath laid on him the iniquity 
of us all” (Is. 53.5-6). The sins of the world had been laid upon Him and He took them, nailing them to His cross (Col. 2.14). 
His work now completed, His mission accomplished, His suffering now over, He said, “It is finished.”

We must never forget the importance of the suffering, death, burial and resurrection of Jesus Christ: for there is 
salvation in Him and in Him alone. “Neither is there salvation in any other: for there is none other name under heaven given 
among men, whereby we must be saved” (Acts 4.12).

Without the resurrection, Christ’s suffering and dying would be meaningless and in vain. The proof of His divinity, 
and the truth of His proclamation, “I am the resurrection, and the life,” was given validity through His victory over death, 
hell, and the grave!

Note: this message by Bishop E.A. McDonald Jr. first appeared in the April 2007 issue of the VOZ. It has been edited for this current Easter issue of the paper.
Bishop McDonald served faithfully in the position of Assistant Presiding Bishop from 2004-2014. He served also for several years in the positions of  World 
Mission Director and General Treasurer and one year as Business Manager.

“It is Finished”
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 When Christ arose from the dead, it gave confirmation that in Him was life---“eternal life”---and He giveth it to 
“whom He will” (Jn. 5.21).

 It is the resurrection that gives validity to everything written in the Holy Scriptures about Him. It 
gives credibility to our hope that the dead shall be raised, and we too shall be changed and be caught up 

together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air: to be ever with Him. Having fulfilled 
all things that were written of Him by all the prophets (Acts 3.18), His ascension into heaven 

would be the final seal of hope for all those born into the Kingdom of God.
When Christ ascended to the Father, the disciples beheld as He was taken up 

and a cloud received Him out of their sight. While they looked steadfastly toward 
heaven, two men stood by them in white apparel and said, “. . . Ye men of Galilee, 

why stand ye gazing up into heaven? this same Jesus, which is taken up from 
you into heaven, shall so come in like manner as ye have seen him go into 

heaven” (Acts 1.9-11).
For two thousand years man has anticipated the second coming 

of the Lord. On the Mount of Olives the disciples came privately and 
inquired of Jesus, “What shall be the sign of thy coming, and of the end of 
the world?”(Mt. 24.3).

Christ described the conditions that would exist at the time of 
His return, saying: “So likewise ye, when ye shall see all these things, 
know that it is near, even at the door” (v..33). And again, “And when 
these things begin to come to pass, then look up, and lift up your heads; 
for your redemption draweth nigh” (Lu. 21.28).

At this time of the year, parades and cantatas depicting the 
passion of Christ, and sunrise services and symbols of the Cross remind 

us once again of the suffering of our Lord and what His suffering means 
to us.

While celebrating the death, burial and resurrection of Jesus Christ, 
however, we must also look forward to His second coming; lest we become 

as Israel who looked for the appearing of the Messiah for almost two thousand 
years and then missed it when He came. We are admonished by the apostle Paul, 

“Therefore let us not sleep, as do other; but let us watch and be sober” (1 Thess. 
5.6).  And again,  “. . . for now is our salvation nearer than when we believed” 

(Rom. 13.11).
Biblical ordinances (e.g., Communion and Water Baptism) and historical 

celebrations (e.g., Christmas and Easter) that commemorate the death, burial, and resurrection 
of Jesus Christ are important, but only as they signify the ultimate fulfillment of all things through 

Christ. Our hope is not only in what He has done but what will transpire at His appearing.
“It is finished” summed up the ministry of the Lamb of God who taketh away the sin of the world.” 

However, His second coming as “King of kings and Lord of lords” in which He will execute judgment upon the earth will 
be “the beginning” of things eternal (Rev. 19.11-16).

The end of the age is closer now than the beginning, and we are nearer to His second coming than to His first 
coming. As we see the day approaching, let us be admonished to heed to the words of Jesus: “Watch therefore, for ye know 
neither the day nor the hour wherein the Son of man cometh” (Mt. 25.13). “Therefore be ye also ready: for in such an hour 
as ye think not the Son of man cometh” (24.44).

Note: this message by Bishop E.A. McDonald Jr. first appeared in the April 2007 issue of the VOZ. It has been edited for this current Easter issue of the paper.
Bishop McDonald served faithfully in the position of Assistant Presiding Bishop from 2004-2014. He served also for several years in the positions of  World 
Mission Director and General Treasurer and one year as Business Manager.

“It is Finished”
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 The Lord’s presence was surely with us during our Ladies Retreats! This year’s theme was 
taken from Psalm 119.133: “Order my steps in thy Word; and let not any iniquity have dominion over 
me.” Each service ushered in God’s presence, confirming His Word through inspiring testimonies, 
anointed preaching and Spirit- filled singing.  It was two weekends filled with praying, dancing 
in the Spirit, shouting, and singing as we worshipped together and encouraging one another to 
walk in holiness and with eternal purpose!  Marie Avila (California retreat) reported receiving 
many calls from individuals who were blessed during the retreat; one individual received 
salvation and is attending the Oxnard church. To God be the glory!
 We had a total attendance for both retreats of 193. Each retreater seemed to leave 
encouraged and determined to walk in the path of God’s Word.

                   Ladies Retreats---Western   and Eastern United States
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Walk On Sisters…..Walk On!

                   Ladies Retreats---Western   and Eastern United States
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WINTER RETREAT

Camp Hickory Hills, Dixon, TN
January 26-28, 2018

     We had a wonderful retreat with a total of 49 in attendance. Several states were represented, including  
Tennessee, Kentucky, Indiana, Alabama and Mississippi.  
     
     This year our theme was “NOW IS YOUR TIME”, taken from Ephesians 5.15-16: “See then that ye walk 
circumspectly, not as fools, but as wise, Redeeming the time, because the days are evil.”  

 As illustrated in the above picture, the player is finishing his shot just as the clock runs out.  Once the ball 
goes into play, the team only has a selected amount of time to move the ball down the court, and into the basket 
to SCORE.  Time is ticking away, so NOW IS THE TIME for our YOUTH to find their place on God’s Team and 
help to win souls to Christ and His church!  
          We managed this retreat weekend as a training session. Rick Ferrell’s class, “Getting on the Team” provided 
insight and understanding on the church covenant, and the importance of being a member.  Hettie Dodson’s class 
was titled “How to Play the Game”.  She used the role of a Camp Cabin Leader to teach how we are to be effective 
workers and leaders in our local churches. Alice Jones addressed the importance of knowing your role in the church, 
and how to work together in unity. Her class was titled “How to be a Team Player”.  Finally,  Pam Jones taught 
on being “Conditioned for the Game” through PRAYER.  Anton Burnette served as retreat evangelist and referee 
during our team challenges, as youth learned how to effectively moderate a service, lead in prayer, in worship and  
in testimonies, as well as special singing and preaching the Word of God. This year our worship team included eight 
of Zion’s youth from TN, KY and AL, all of whom were under 20 years of age.  NOW IS THE TIME TO WORK!  
          We left this retreat inspired and ready to work in God’s church.  Experiences included one saved, two 
sanctified, several were strengthened and blessed, a few felt called into the ministry, and nine expressed interest 
in church membership.  I am excited to report that six have already counseled with their pastors to join the church 
soon!  PRAISE THE LORD!
       We can’t leave out Ricky Graves, our retreat CHEF, Stephanie Ferrell, our Camp Nurse, and Todd Erwin, 
our audio tech and gopher!  We were blessed also to have Bobby and Barbara George. They had attended church 
with Brother Graves several years ago and had worked in the kitchen at Camp Hickory Hills for years.  We are so 
thankful for the Youth of Zion and all the workers dedicated in helping them to grow in the Lord!

           Kim Erwin
                                                                                                                        Winter Retreat Director 

Ephesians 5.15-16  NOW IS YOUR TIME! ZACOG YOUTH
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NOW IS THE TIME TO WORK!

Camp Hickory Hills

Group photo of Staff and Retreaters
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Inspiring and Challenging Conventions in California South
Joseph Steele

State Overseer, California South

 We are blessed in California South to be organized on the district level as well as 
the regional. We have a total of 11 churches and one mission. These congregations 
are clustered in basically three geographical areas: four in the Los Angeles area---
Anaheim, South Central, Arleta, and Oxnard; four in the “Inland Empire” (Riverside) 
area---Rialto, Colton, Rubidoux, and Highgrove; and four in the high desert--
-Hesperia, Lancaster, Salton City, and Coachella mission. It looks like another 
mission may be established soon in Fontana in the Inland Empire, with basically all 
new people. 
 Our leaders in all departments of the work are faithful to carry on their assignments 
with the unction of the Lord. Indispensable to our order and stability are our two 
district overseers, Jose Manuel Lozano at Hesperia and  Pete Sarry at Highgrove. On 

February 10 and 17, respectively, each district gathered for their convention. The East District, under Brother Lozano, met 
in Rialto and had for a theme “Walking with God,” Gen. 5.22. Brother Lozano invited Bishop Joel Brooks, state overseer of 
Alabama/Mississippi/Louisiana as special guest speaker. He spoke twice on Saturday and the night before at Hesperia and in 
the following week at several other churches. His presence and ministry were a great blessing. All six congregations in this 
district participated in the convention. Every pastor was recognized, the worship was engaging and disciplined, the messages 
were challenging, and the food and fellowship were rich and satisfying. Sadly, we received word in this convention that the 
wife of one of our pastors had passed away----Berta Carrasco, the wife of Raul Carrasco of the South Central church in Los 
Angeles. Prayer and support were extended to the family. Brother Sarry, the district overseer, visited the family that day and 
also attended the evening session of Brother Lozano’s convention. We rejoiced that the two districts supported each other in 
their respective conventions. 
 Bishop Sarry called the West District convention to order at Arleta on February 17, which was proceeded by a 
meeting with the pastors and regional overseer. The theme, “Building Friends in the Fellowship” was rather unique. The 
presence of God moved sweetly and strongly during times of worship and the proclamation of the Word. Boosts were given 
for the various departments of the work; and scheduled events were promoted. (This was the case in both conventions). A 
children’s program was presented in the afternoon. Reports were circulated after the conventions of some of the wonderful 
blessings that our people received thru these programs. We still have a long ways to go in perfecting the work and ourselves 
together before the Lord in California South; but we thank God for such times as these when His favor and interventions are 
so apparent among us! 
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Much Rejoicing in Oregon and Northern California Conventions  

“Great is the Lord and greatly to be praised!” To God be the glory! The 
district overseers had prayed and prepared, and the Holy Ghost moved and 
blessed their efforts. Our Oregon convention was held in the beautiful town 
of Dallas on February 3rd. The saints were excited and blessed as we gathered 
to worship and fellowship together. Bill James and Juan Lopez accompanied 
me on this journey. They blessed the saints with their inspired teaching, 
preaching and singing. Brother and Sister Merrill are to be commended for their 
steadfastness and faithful dedication to the church and the work in Dallas.
    It was a joyous time of worship and celebration as we gathered in our 
Northern California convention. Everyone could feel the presence of the Holy 
Ghost. Many remarked that they had not been in services like we experienced 

in this meeting in a long time. The Central Coast convention was held in 
Lompoc on February 17th, and the Central Valley Convention in Madera on the 24th. Again, a glorious time was enjoyed 
by all in these meetings, as wave after wave of the power of God moved in each service to bless and encourage His people. 
The convention for the Greater Bay area and Sacramento was held in San Jose on March 4th, and once again the Spirit of 
God moved to encourage and bless His people. It was encouraging to see new people in several of the conventions this 
year. All who attended the conventions left inspired and feeling that great things are ahead for the churches in Northern 
California and the Pacific Northwest.
                                                                                                                      ---A.B. White, State Overseer  
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