
Key Verse: “Not slothful in business; fervent in 
spirit; serving the Lord” (Ro. 12:11). 

Doctrine of the Church June 2, 2019 
“Responsibilities of Church Membership” 

Lesson – Service to God 
Scriptures – Proverbs 6:6-8 

Introduction to lesson 
People waste a lot of precious time, doing a whole lot of 
nothing. How do you spend your time? Do you use it 
wisely? Do you realize you have but one life to live, and 
that you have a limited time in this world? Time  is  
therefore a precious gift. In Ecclesiastes 3:1-2, the Bible 
says, “To every thing there is a season, and a time to every 
purpose under the heaven. A time to be born, and a time to 
die; a time to plant, and a time to pluck up that which is 
planted.” Therefore, none of us should waste the time  
which God has given us. We should use our time to serve 
the Lord. 

 

Questions to Discuss: 
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   When Solomon writes about the ant, what kind of 

people does he have in mind? (v. 6) 
   What can we gain by considering the ways of an 

ant? (v. 6) 
   Do ants require a supervisor or boss to manage 

their time? Should it be necessary for someone 
constantly to look over our shoulder and tell us 
what to do? (v. 7) 

   Most of the time, what do we see ants busily 
doing? (v. 8) 

   What else do you know about ants? 
   What happens when we fail to work hard? At 

school, at home, on a job, in the church? 
Think about it: 
Certainly, we need a good balance between work, play, and 
rest. Play and rest are necessary to refresh ourselves, mentally 
and physically. But hard work brings results and gets the job 
done. Young or old, all of us should work  in the mission  of 
the church. Many souls are lost and need to be reached with 
the good news of Jesus, and taught in the truths of God’s 
Word. It takes hard work to build the church. If we like the 
benefits of hard work (such as a clean house, good grades, a 
pay day, and new converts in our church), then we should be 
willing to work hard for it. Let us all use our time wisely,  
work hard, and serve the Lord. 

 

 

Fo r your f r e e s u bs c r i pt i on t o 
F a it h - N - F o c u s f o r T e e n s , 

e - mai  l yo u r r eq u est  t o : 
s u n d a ys c h o o l s e r v e @ a t t . n e t 



Spirits of Destruction June 9, 2019 
A Slanderous Spirit 

Lesson – “The Slanderer” 
Scriptures – Job 1:6-11; 2:1-5 

Introduction to lesson 
When someone attacks you with their words, how does it make you 
feel? Words are extremely powerful – they can either build up or  
tear down. Often their negative effects are long-lasting. Of course, 
the Bible teaches against slandering our neighbor, because it is 
against God’s love. Why does one person attempt to tear down the 
character and reputation of another? Slander is devilish (of  the 
devil). The word “devil” in the New Testament, when referring to 
Satan, actually means “slanderer and accuser.” In today’s lesson, we 
will see how Satan seeks to slander the children of God. 
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Questions to Discuss: 
   Why do you think Satan shows up, and why does he 

roam the earth? (Job 1:6-7; 1 Peter 5:8) 
   What makes Job the target of slander? (Job 1:1, 8) 
   How does Satan begin to undermine Job’s character? 

(Job 1:9) 
   What does Satan accuse Job of doing? (Job 1:2-3, 

10-11) 
NOTE: Read Job 1:12-22, then continue the discussion. 

   Does Satan give up easily? (Job 2:1-2; Luke 4:1-2) 
   How do we know that Job was a godly man? (Job 

2:3) 
   How does Satan accuse Job the second time? (Job 

2:4-5) 
 
Think about it: When people speak against (slander) their 
neighbor, they are acting like the devil. They are working 
and cooperating with the enemy, who desires to tear down 
and destroy. As Christians, we should never tear down 
others with our words. We should always attempt to build 
up others with words of encouragement and affirmation. As 
the old saying goes, “If you can’t say something good, don’t 
say anything at all.” If we attack the character of others, not 
only will we be guilty of slander before God, but we will 
also hurt our Christian witness among those who are 
listening to us and watching our behavior. 

 

 

Key Verse: “Let no corrupt communication proceed out  
of your mouth, but that which is good to the use of 
edifying, that it may minister grace unto the hearers” 
(Ephesians. 4:29). 

Fo r your f r e e s u bs c r i pt i on t o 
F a it h - N - F o c u s f o r T e e n s , 

e - mai  l yo u r r eq u est  t o : 
s u n d a ys c h o o l s e r v e @ a t t . n e t 



Key Verse: “Whoso keepeth his mouth and his tongue 
keepeth his soul from troubles” (Pr. 21:23). 

Spirits of Destruction June 16, 2019 
A Slanderous Spirit 

Lesson – “The Tongue” 
Scriptures – James 3:2-12 

Introduction to lesson 
In James 3:1-12, the apostle warned the saints about an unruly 
member of the body, the tongue. He described how the tongue 
can become an instrument of destruction. Sharp words can 
wound and cut down your neighbor. As Christians, we should 
praise the Lord with our mouths, and we should never tear 
down our neighbor with our tongues. If we surrender our 
tongues to slander, we not only destroy others, but even 
ourselves. 
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Questions to Discuss: 
   What indicates a perfect Christian? (v. 2) 
   When a Christian can keep their tongue from evil, 

what else does it say about them? (v. 2) 
   How do we control the movement of a horse? (v. 3) 
   How do we control the movement of a ship? (v. 4) 

Note: A Christian’s tongue (his mouth) indicates the 
control that he has over his own body. If he can control 
his tongue, then he also has power over his whole body. 

   What is necessary to start a blazing fire? (v. 5) 
   What happens when we allow our tongues to 

speak slander against our neighbor? (v. 6) 
   No man can tame his unruly tongue. But who can 

tame the tongue and give us the power to speak good 
things, rather than evil? (vv. 7-8) 

   What does it mean, if blessing and cursing come out 
of a Christian’s mouth? (vv. 9-10) 

   If you add salt water to fresh water, what happens? 
Can both come out of the same source? (v. 11) 

   Does one type of fruit tree produce a different kind 
of fruit? For example, does an apple tree produce 
oranges? What does this say about a Christian and 
his tongue? (v. 12; see also Mt. 7:17-18, 20) 

 
Think about it: As Christians, we should speak good things, 
bearing good fruit. Indeed, our tongues testify to our true 
selves. When we speak good things, this says that we are 
seeking to please the Lord in our lives. Let’s speak words of 
blessing to those who need to hear and see Jesus in us. 

 
 

 

Fo r your f r e e s u bs c r i pt i on t o 
F a it h - N - F o c u s f o r T e e n s , 

e - mai  l yo u r r eq u est  t o : 
s u n d a ys c h o o l s e r v e @ a t t . n e t 



 
Key Verse: “For he that will love life, and see good days, 
let him refrain his tongue from evil, and his lips that they 
speak no guile” (1 Peter 3:10). 

Spirits of Destruction June 23, 2019 
A Slanderous Spirit 

Lesson – “Enduring Slander” 
Scriptures – 1 Peter 2:21-23 

Introduction to lesson 
When someone speaks against us, our human tendency is to 
defend ourselves and speak against our opponents. Of 
course, this reaction only stirs up more strife and conflict – a 
battle of insults and evil words. Why should we respond to 
foolish and false accusations? But even more, why should 
we defend ourselves by speaking such evil words? Rather 
than lowering ourselves to slander, the Bible teaches a 
completely different response to it – “Endurance.” 
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Questions to Discuss: 
   Who suffered for our salvation? How did he suffer? 

(v. 21; read Matthew 27:27-31, 38-44) 
   Being followers of Christ and his example, how 

should we live our lives? (v. 21) 
   What example did Christ leave us? (v. 22) 
   What kind of words did Christ speak? (v. 22) 
   When he was spoken against, what did he do? (v. 

23) 
   When he suffered bad treatment, what did he do? (v. 

23) 
   When he was slandered and attacked by his enemies, 

how did he respond? (v. 23) 
 
Think about it: Jesus endured all kinds of evil words 
spoken against him, yet committed no sin, leaving us his 
example of faithfully enduring slander. The apostle Peter 
wrote, “Not rendering evil for evil, or railing for railing: but 
contrariwise blessing; knowing that ye are thereunto called, 
that ye should inherit a blessing” (1 Peter 3:9). In fact,  
when we are spoken against, Jesus told us: “Rejoice, and be 
exceeding glad: for great is your reward in heaven: for so 
persecuted they the prophets which were before you.” 
(Matthew 5:12). When you bite your tongue and endure 
slander, just remember: “great is your reward in heaven.” 

 

 

Fo r your f r e e s u bs c r i pt i on t o 
F ai th - N - F o c u s f o r T e e n s , 
e - m a i l your  r eq u est  t o : 

s u n d a ys c h o o l s e r v e @ a t t . n e t 



 
Key  Verse: “Thou shalt not go up and down as a 
talebearer among thy people” (Leviticus 19:16). 

Spirits of Destruction June 30, 2019 
A Slanderous Spirit 

Lesson – “Gossip and Rumors” 
Scriptures – Proverbs 26:18-25 

Introduction to lesson 
“Hey, psssst – let me tell you a secret. Now don’t tell 
anybody else, but I was just told something that you will not 
believe. I could be wrong about this, but it’s what I heard 
from a very reliable source. My brother’s friend’s 
neighbor’s cousin was the one who heard about it. So I’m 
just sure it’s true.” Wait – Stop! When people talk in a 
secretive manner about things they’ve heard, you need to 
quit listening. Don’t help to spread gossip. Stop it! 

 

Questions to Discuss: 
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Suggestion: Play the “Telephone Game” where one person 
whispers a secret to the next person until everyone has repeated 
the secret. Does the last person agree with what the first person 
actually said and meant? 

    Is it funny to you, when someone spreads rumors and 
talks about you behind your back? (vv. 18-19) 

    Are gossip and rumors hurtful? (v. 18) 
    What happens when people spread gossip? What  

happens when we stop gossip? Complete this sentence: 
Stopping gossip is like putting out   . (v. 20) 

    What kind of people stir up strife? (v. 21) 
    When we swallow (accept) gossip, is it good for us? If  

we spread gossip, is it good for others? (v. 22) 
    Does gossip have the appearance of being evil and bad 

for us? Or does gossip seem attractive and good for us? 
(v. 23) 

    When people spread gossip and rumors, can what they 
say be trusted? (vv. 24-25) 

 
Think about it: People often do not think twice about 
spreading rumors, but they do not like to have rumors 
spread about them. When we hear idle talk, we should ask 
ourselves: 1) “Does this sound like gossip,” and 2) “Would I 
want others to talk about me in this way?” When we 
recognize gossip and slander, we should put an end to the 
conversation or at least change the subject to a more  
positive topic. 

 

Fo r your f r e e s u bs c r i pt i on t o 
F a it h - N - F o c u s f o r T e e n s , 

e - m a i l your  r e qu e s t t o:  
s u n d a ys c h o o l s e r v e @ a t t . n e t 


