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Don’t Be Deceived!
“Beware of false prophets, which come to you in sheep’s clothing,
but inwardly are ravening wolves” (Mt. 7.15).
“But . . . there shall be false teachers among you, who privily
[secretly] shall bring in damnable heresies . . . And many shall
follow their pernicious ways...” (2 Pet.2.1-2 )

“Take heed that no man deceive you . . . For many shall come
in my name . . . and shall deceive many . . . ” (Mt. 24.4-5).

Editorials . . .
Deception, Disorder and Cultism in God’s House
The feature article in this issue warns us of the spirit of anarchy and religious deception
that on occasion finds its way into the church. It often affects ministers who fail to maintain their
consecration in the Lord. These ministers fall victim to Satan’s tricks; and, in turn, inevitably go
about stirring up trouble and causing dissension and divisions in God’s house. They thus fail to
heed the apostle’s commandment [“to behave themselves in the house of God”] (1 Tim. 2.15).
Wade H. Phillips
In these instances, the deception is usually destructive: indeed, in some cases, the sheep are led Presiding Bishop
astray and often lose out with the Lord altogether. The apostle Paul warned about these disruptors
of the peace and stability of the church. He wrote,
“For such are false apostles, deceitful workers, transforming themselves into the apostles of Christ. And no
marvel; for Satan himself is transformed into an angel of light. Therefore, it is no great thing if his ministers also
be transformed as the ministers of righteousness; whose end shall be according to their works” (2 Cor. 11.13-15).
It was our Lord, however, who first warned us that these deceivers would creep into the church and even “stand
in the holy place” (Mt. 24.4-5, 11-12, 15, 24-26). He said on one occasion, “Beware of false prophets, which come to
you in sheep’s clothing, but inwardly they are ravening wolves” (Mt. 7.15).
After Jesus ascended back to the Father, the apostles continuously warned the church against false prophets and
errant teachers (Acts 20.29; Rom. 16.17; 1 Cor. 4.2; 14.37-38; 1 Thess. 5.21; 2 Thess. 2.2-12; 2 Pet. 2.1-3, 10; 1 Jn.
2.18-24; 4.1-6; 2 Jn. 1.7-11; Jude 3-13; Rev. 2.2; et al). Let us then, brethren, take heed lest we fall victim to the “sleigh
of men” and the “cunning craftiness” of these deceivers (Eph. 4.14). Take care to avoid being trapped in the web of
the “counsel of the ungodly,” or to be found [“sitting] in the seat of the scornful” (Psalm 1.1).

The Spirit of Giving---the Spirit of Christmas
Nothing could be more in keeping with the spirit of Christmas than the spirit of giving. “For God . . . gave His
only begotten Son,” “Christ gave His life,” and “God has given to us the Holy Spirit.” Jesus in fact came into this
world to give “gifts unto men” (Eph. 4.3-7). The whole tradition of Christmas has followed the divine example of
giving. This is the reason we love to give gifts during our special celebrations of Jesus’ birth. Our giving---if done in
the right spirit and with a pure motive---reflects the divine giving of God.
The Christmas season offers a golden opportunity for us to recognize and to bless the special men and women
among us whom God has ordained to be our ministers. The apostle Paul emphasized our obligation to minister to them
in material things, in return for their ministry to us in spiritual things (1 Cor. 9.7-14). Remember the apostle’s words in
another place, “Let the elders who rule well be counted worthy of double honor, especially they who labor in the word
and doctrine” (1 Tim. 5.17). It may be noted that the words translated here “double honor” in the KJV indicate that
we should highly esteem our overseers and pastors, particularly with a view of honoring them in regard to the money
we pay them. The next verse corroborates this interpretation: for “The laborer is worthy of his reward.” Our faithful
ministers in Zion are especially worthy: for they have sacrificed a great deal to restore the church, and to lead her in
fulfilling her mission in the world.

Support Ministries Seminar
We want to encourage all of our overseers, pastors, support ministries directors, and faithful workers to make
plans to participate in the upcoming seminar in Cleveland. The focus will be on the government, ministry, and discipline
of the church.
This seminar has been scheduled to bring us up-to-date with new departments in the church (Education, Senior
Ambassadors Ministries, etc.), and new perspectives for ministry in traditional departments (Media Ministries, Youth
Ministries, Shepherding Ministries, etc.). Note the advertisement on pp. 8-9. The dates are January 12-13, 2018 in
Cleveland in the International Ministries Center.
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The Voice of Zion is the official publication of Zion
Assembly Church of God. The purpose of the paper is to
provide a channel through which the inspiration of the
Spirit can flow to and from the field; to evangelize the
lost; to disciple believers; to feed and nourish the church
in the Word of God; to enhance fellowship between the
members and ministers throughout the world.

“Now I beseech you, brethren, mark
them which cause divisions and
offences contrary to the doctrine
which ye have learned; and avoid
them” (Romans 16.17).

Deception, Disorder, and Cultism in God’s House
Note: this message by the Presiding Bishop was first published in the February 2016 issue of the Voice of
Zion under the title, “Cultish Behavior in God’s Church.” It has been expanded and edited for this issue;
being reprinted to combat the armies of false prophets and flood of heresies now sweeping the world,
deceiving and misdirecting sinners and confusing and dividing God’s people.

It may surprise some to know that a few ministers
in our own tradition of the faith have in the past adopted
some cultish behavior patterns and practices; and
consequently these ministers influenced their followers
to adopt faulty and misguided ideas and practices. Two
classic examples are Homer Tomlinson in 1943-44
and Grady R. Kent in 1956-57, both of whom became
schismatic and committed seditious acts, dividing God’s
people and leading them away from the duly established
government and discipline of the church. Further, there
were a number of lesser known ministers in the church
who harbored cultish notions, and went about confusing
the sheep and drawing some of them away from the
fold. These self-serving “ministers” craftily deceived
and manipulated the sheep into heeding to their private
counsel and peculiar notions.
Neither have we been immune to this kind of
behavior in Zion Assembly since 2004; indeed, we have
experienced a few minor cult-like defections. A puffedup minister here and there on occasion has boasted that
he knows more than those over him in the Lord, that is,
the whole corporate counsel of the church. Inevitably
these ministers, through cunning manipulations, have
been able to deceive and draw away a handful of gullible
souls to join them in committing seditious acts---namely,
to leave the government and counsel of the Lord’s house
to follow their personal revelations and self-proclaimed
superior leadership. Indeed, if a pastor or overseer does
not remain in the spirit and flow of the whole fellowship
of the church and its corporate counsel and discipline,
he will tend, either willingly or inadvertently, to lead
those under his influence into error and a cultish-type
mindset. Such a minister will typically surround himself
with a handful of naïve admirers, who in turn join him
in resisting duly established leaders and the authorized
governing structure of the church.
We are reminded here of the prophecy and
admonition by the apostle Peter. He warned the church
that “There shall be false teachers among you, who privily
[secretly] shall bring in damnable heresies . . . And many

shall follow their pernicious [destructive] ways . . .”
(2 Pet . 2.1-2). Jude also warned that false teachers would
arise even within the ranks of the church, and “turn the
grace of God into lasciviousness [indecency, carnal
lustfulness]”, that is, they will justify sin in the name of
grace, implying that grace is weakness rather than strength!
“For there are certain men crept in unawares,
who were of old ordained to this condemnation,
ungodly men . . . These are spots in your feasts
of charity, when they feast with you, feeding
themselves without fear: clouds they are without
water, carried about of winds; trees whose fruit
withereth, without fruit, twice dead, plucked up
by the roots; raging waves of the sea, foaming
our their own shame; wandering stars, to whom
is reserved the blackness of darkness for ever”
(Jude 4, 12-13).
These same ones, says Peter, are “presumptuous” and
“self-willed.” They “despise government . . . [and] are
not afraid to speak evil of dignities” (2 Pet. 2.10)---that is,
they not only despise the moral government of the Holy
Spirit in their personal lives, but also the instrumental
government of God through His church. In a word, they
“[love] to have the preeminence” (3 Jn. 9-10), that is,
they love to govern but they despise to be governed!
In exposing this errant behavior, we do not have
in view in this article the more obvious and infamous
cults such as Jim Jones and his followers in Guyana in
the 1970s and David Koresh and his followers in Texas
in the 1980s; nor the black groups in the big city ghettos
of America that had preceded them in the 1930s thru the
1960s---those who fell under the spell and control of men
like “Daddy Grace”, “Father Divine”, “Prophet Jones”,
and the “Honorable Elijah Muhammed.” Neither do we
mean to indicate that the instances of cultish behavior
in our tradition of the faith have been as extreme and
physically deadly as some of the “cults” mentioned
above; yet we have seen a commonality of defective
behavior among a few in Zion Assembly that is not
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unlike the independent spirit manifested in so many of
the renegade and maverick preachers in the public eye
today, for example, many of the celebrated televangelists
who have built independent mega-churches. Almost
without exception these “ministries” have been built on
“sand” (Mt. 7.26), that is, on some exalted personality
and his or her private revelation and interpretation of the
Gospel.

such, the confused members become spiritually deflated,
disillusioned, and depressed; and in many instances some
fall into despair and lose out with the Lord altogether.

Cultism Defined
It may be helpful here to define more specifically
what we mean in this message by the term “cult.”
Properly speaking, the term is not a bad word; it may
indicate simply the distinctive forms of worship and
practices of God’s peculiar people, and hence in this
sense may be applied to Israel in the Old Testament
and the church in the New Testament. But it has come
to mean in popular culture in modern times inordinate
admiration and attachment to a person (for example, Jim
Jones and the others mentioned above), or to a principle
or set of peculiar principles: for example, the doctrines
and practices adhered to and practiced by Jehovah’s
Witnesses or the teachings espoused and practiced by
Mormons. In these cases, the cultic group views itself
as being strictly exclusive and becomes more or less
isolated from society as a whole and insulated by its own
peculiar ideas and forms of worship.
Almost invariably the independent cult group
is headed by a charismatic or colorful leader who is
extravagantly admired and highly exalted on the basis of
his charisma. However, in many cases the seducer is able
to succeed by having convinced the more gullible ones
in his flock that God has imparted to him some unique
knowledge and wisdom, including special revelations or
insights into the Scriptures; that is, he pretends to have
received a more enlightened view on certain cardinal
doctrines of the faith over against the whole counsel of
the church and its well established tradition. On the other
hand, it may be that the person is highly exalted because
he is viewed as having been appointed by the Spirit to
occupy a divine or superior position in the church---a
papal-like office; and this in turn gives him leverage to
usurp spiritual authority to control his followers.

Falling Away from Divine Order
The ministers and local churches which we have
in mind in our tradition of the faith gradually departed
from key principles of the government and discipline of
the church; and in turn a number of members in other local
churches were disturbed and injured by the confusion
and rebellious acts. In many cases, the whole body of the
church to some degree was injured and hindered from
fulfilling its global mission in the earth: because those
under a cultish mentality invariably promote heresies
and seditions and cause schisms in the church; leading
those under their influence into stressful relationships
with duly appointed leaders and the governing structure
of the church. Thus says the prophet:
“Woe unto the pastors that destroy and scatter
the sheep of My pasture! . . . you have scattered
My flock, and driven them away . . . Thus says
the Lord of hosts, Hearken not to the words of
the prophets that prophesy lies unto you: they
make you vain: they speak a vision of their own
heart, and not out of the mouth of the Lord . . . I
have heard what the prophets said, that prophesy
lies in My name, saying, I have dreamed, I have
dreamed . . . They are prophets of the deceit of their
own heart . . . Therefore, behold, I am against the
prophets . . . that steal My words everyone from
his neighbor . . . Behold, I am against them that
prophesy false dreams . . . and do tell them, and
cause My people to err by their lies, and by their
lightness: yet I sent them not, nor commanded
them” (Jer. 23.1-32).

The Inordinately Exalted Leader
Again, a local congregation in God’s church is
not immune to the kind of behavior just mentioned, and
thus our ministers and members must remain sober and
vigilant so as not to fall victim to such a trick of the devil.
For the cult-like church is built around the personality
or peculiar ideas of an individual who is perceived to be
special or unique; one who has convinced his followers
that he knows more than the church’s duly appointed
elders and universal counsel. In a word, a cult-minded
leader labors to establish his own kingdom rather than to

We see then that any departure from the faith and
the government of the church may be just as damaging
ultimately as the more extreme cults mentioned above.
Following closely to a divine order is therefore of
paramount importance: for otherwise precious souls
become confused and misdirected, being deprived also
of proper food and nourishment which comes through the
Word of God and the ministry of the whole body of the
church (Acts 15.1-16.5; 20.28; Eph. 4.16; Col. 2.19). As
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Building on the Solid Rock

enlarge the kingdom of God---to build his own church or
ministry rather than to build the church of God. And in
order to do this he craftily succeeds to magnify himself
over against the whole counsel of the church, duping
his followers into diminishing or eclipsing the authority
and influence of the chief elders---those duly ordained
to “rule over [the church]” (Heb. 13.7, 17). Indeed,
his manifest desire and aim is to establish a position of
preeminence and to build a ministry in his own name
and/or under his ultimate authority.
In these cases, the church becomes gradually
more locally centered than corporately and universally
centered, and in most instances centered in one who
has manipulated the affections of his admirers to gain
an inordinate estimation of his person or office. This
individual---usually a pastor or overseer---gradually
begins to exercise more authority than is duly appointed
to him. He thus betrays his trust as a leader and servant
of the church, becoming a usurper and lord over the
people---a practice despised by the Lord and everywhere
forbidden in Jesus’ and the apostles’ teachings (Mt.
20.25-28; 2 Cor. 1.24; 1 Pet. 5.1-4), and also the prophets’
teachings (Jer. 23.1; Ezek. 34.1-10). After this manner,
these aberrant pastors follow in the steps of Balaam,
Jezebel, and the Nicolaitanes (cf. 2 Pet. 2.12-16; Jude
8-13; Rev. 2.6-16, 20-23). Indeed there have been many,
like Diotrephes, “who love to have the preeminence” and
thus refuse the superior counsel of duly appointed leaders;
and often these men and women boldly prevent the local
church from receiving the counsel of the church’s chief
elders: even going so far in some cases to “cast out of the
church” those who disagree with their personal opinions
and oppose their strategy to bring the local church under
their personal control (3 Jn. 9-10).
Again, the cult-minded minister almost invariably
is able to develop a following, but his aim ultimately is
self-serving, that is, he (or she as the case may be) craftily
labors to get his followers to commit themselves to him
personally over against the recognized authority of the
international church and its duly appointed leaders. In
these cases, when the leader dies or is removed, the local
church often dies with him or her, or else is critically
diminished. At that point the errors of the cult-like
ministry become more visible and exposed. But, sadly,
in many cases it is too late to repair the damages and
restore the house; and it is often the case that some souls
are shipwrecked and destroyed in the process.

On the other hand, when the church is built on a
sure foundation, that is, on Christ and duly recognized and
tested leaders and sound biblical teaching, the overseers
and pastors in a given generation may pass away, yet the
church as a divine institution remains fixed and marches
on! Indeed, the church of Jesus Christ transcends each
generation of leaders and members, being the aggregate
or collective whole of many generations. See here; the
doctrine and government of God’s church are divine
gifts “handed down” and entrusted to leaders from one
generation to the next (Deut. 4.1-10; 6.6-25; 2 Tim. 2.2;
Jude 3). Even in the event of an apostasy, the church is
always eventually restored, and at that point continues
to pass on the torch to the next generation (Isa. 52.1-10;
54.1-8; 60.1-5; Amos 9.11-15; Acts 3.20-21; 15.16-17;
20.29-32; Gal. 3.1-4, 19; Rev. 3.14-22; et al.). Thus the
apostle Paul in the first century, Clement in the second,
Tertullian in the third, R.G. Spurling in the nineteenth,
A.J. Tomlinson in the twentieth, and all of us in Zion
Assembly today are members of the same church---“the
Zion of the holy One” (Isa. 60.14). For all of us in Zion
Assembly are walking by the same rule of faith, speaking
the same thing, and building upon the same foundation
(Acts 2.42; 1 Cor. 3.9-15; also Eph. 2.20; 4.11-16; Phil.
3.16; et al).

Faithful Ministers
There are a great many passages which show the
Lord requires ministers to be faithful both to their Lord and
to His church. But I want to focus here on being faithful
to the church as God’s representative institution on earth,
including all of her teachings, government, discipline,
and corporate decisions. After all, the government of the
Lord is “upon His shoulder” (Isa. 9.6), that is, Christ’s
government is with His church, the body of Christ.
Accordingly, before He ascended back to the Father,
Jesus established His church and “gave authority to His
servants, and to every man his work” (Mk. 13.34); and
He commanded His servants to “Occupy till I come” (Lk.
19.13). It is thus that the apostle Paul commended Phebe
for her faithful labors with him in the Gospel, and praises
her for being a “servant of the church” (Rom. 16.1-2).
The word translated “occupy” in Luke 19.13 is
derived from pragmateuomai in the original Greek text,
signifying “to conduct business” or “to be engaged in the
Lord’s trade.” It should be borne in mind that the church
is God’s business, not ours nor our family’s. We are only
stewards of what belongs to our Lord.

“Woe be to the shepherds who do feed themselves!
. . . who destroy and scatter the sheep . . . and
have not attended to them” (Ezek. 34.2; Jer. 23.12 NKJV).
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See here; the overseers and pastors and elders
have been appointed as “rulers over His household”
(Mt. 25.45), and therefore should be faithful in all
things: for “he that is faithful in that which is least is
faithful also in much: and he that is unjust in the least
is unjust also in much” (Lk. 16.10-12; 2 Cor. 4.2). Here
we are reminded of the high tribute paid to Moses by
the inspired writer, saying that he was “faithful in all
his house” (Heb. 3.5; note, the house here refers to the
“church in the wilderness”---cf. Acts 7.38). For Moses
submitted himself to the will of God and ruled Israel with
the counsel and assistance of the elders (Ex. 18.12-26;
24.1-13; Lev. 4.15; Num. 11.16-17, 25; Deut. 21.1-6, 1921; 31.28; et al.). So also did Joshua as Moses’ successor
(Josh. 20.1-9; Judg. 2.7; et al.).
Nothing could be clearer than the fact that the
apostles in the New Testament humbled themselves and
submitted to the corporate counsel of the whole church
(Acts 15.1-16.5). Thinking and acting independently was
foreign to them, and certainly never an issue. The cases
between Mark, Peter, Barnabas, and Paul recorded in Acts
15.36-41,Gal. 2.11-14, 2 Tim. 4.11 were unusual and, in
any case, resolved in the end in corporate harmony.
The ministers in the apostolic church acted and
ministered in one accord, and promoted the universal
teachings and agreements of the church (Acts 2.42;
15.1-16.5; Gal. 2.1-9; 1 Cor. 4.17; et al). And this
was in keeping with Jesus’ teachings and His counsel
for the whole church (Mt. 16.19; 18.15-20; Jn. 20.23).
Accordingly, they never acted independent of one another
in settling doctrinal and disciplinary issues.
We conclude then that pastors and ministers
should be “faithful in all things” (1 Tim. 3.11), which
would include promoting all of the ministries and
programs of the church and the rulings of the General
Assembly; and in fact we should do everything “for
the edifying of the body of Christ” (1 Cor. 14.12, 26;
Eph. 4.12). Let us therefore be careful to hand down this
sacred trust of divine government and polity to faithful
men---men who have pure motives and proven records
of faithful ministry (Acts 6.3). Thus the apostle: “And
the things you have heard of me among many witnesses,
the same commit thou to faithful men, who shall be able
to teach others also” (2 Tim. 2.2).

exists---a universal body made up of many local churches
and members under one governing administration (Mt.
16.16-18; 18.15-20; Acts 15.1-16.5; 1 Cor. 12.12-28;
Eph. 4.4-6 and compare with Acts 9.31; 15.41; 16.5;
Rom. 16.4; 16.16; 1 Cor. 7.17; 11.16; 14.33; 16.1; 2 Cor.
8.18-19, 23; 11.29; 12.131 Thess. 2.14; et al). In fact the
apostle Paul reproved the Corinthians for teaching and
acting independent of his authority and the governing
structure of the general church (1 Cor. 14.36-38).
The idea of independent local churches is foreign
to the teaching of Christ and the apostles, both in doctrine
and the narrative history of the church in the Bible.
For then two or more churches must necessarily exist,
each generically different from the others. Whereas, the
prophetic revelation of the church is plain to see: it is one
visible and corporate body of Christ (S.S. 6.8-10; Acts
2.42; Eph. 2.11-22; 3.6; 4.3-6; et al).
The local churches must therefore be generically
the same as the universal church. Thus the apostle Paul
addresses “the” church of God at Corinth, not “a” church
of God. For all of the local churches have the same Lord,
the same Spirit, the same Father, the same baptism, the
same faith, the same doctrine, the same government, and
the same discipline (Eph. 4.3-6). Even in the context
of his first letter to the Corinthians, Paul speaks in the
same breath to the local church at Corinth (1.2;5.1-13)
and to the churches everywhere (12.31); and does not
in the least make distinctions in regard to their nature
and characteristics, for the obvious reason that he did not
recognize theological or political distinctions.
It is misleading and confusing therefore to speak
of a local church as “part” of the church, let alone to speak
of a denomination of churches as part of the universal
church. If this were true, then one would have to ask
what part his particular local church or denomination
is. The nose? The eye? The ear? The foot? The truth
is that individual members are “parts” of the visible
body of Christ (1 Cor. 12. 8-24; Eph. 4.16), not local
congregations, nor certainly not entire denominations.
It is noteworthy, moreover, that the Scriptures do not
speak of “this” church or “that” church as if there were
generically different faiths and disciplines. The Scriptures
never say “this church” or “that church,” but always “the
church” or “the churches.” See here; corn is corn! An ear
of corn is corn and a whole field of corn is corn. All are
made of individual kernels, but the kernels altogether are
corn. One million kernels in a 100 ears of corn are corn,
and one million stalks of corn in a cornfield are corn.
Thus one says, “Look at that corn!” not “Look at those
corns! For there is no such thing as two corns, unless
one is speaking of generically different things like those

The Church Universal and
the local Churches
The Bible could not be clearer in revealing that
the church is one visible body of Christ everywhere it
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Continued on page 14

Plans for the expansion of the International Ministries Center (see
artistic rendering above right in picture) is progressing with the
favor of God. The property indebtedness has been paid off, and
city permits have been obtained to begin construction. However,
we are holding off beginning the actual construction until May
19th during the School of Ministry this spring in Cleveland. This
will enable everyone to participate in a grand celebration that
will include a mortgage burning and groundbreaking ceremony.
Meanwhile, everyone is encouraged to pay off your pledges. The
funds are much-needed as we go forward.
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Make Plans to Attend . . .

Support Ministries

Seminar
January 12-13, 2018

International Ministries Center
Cleveland, TN
The services will commence at 7:30 pm on Friday. The Presiding Bishop
will be in charge. He will deliver the keynote message on Friday evening,
and teach and train on Saturday morning beginning at 9:30 am. A free
lunch will be served at 12:00.
The Support Ministries directors will share their vision and plans for
their respective ministries beginning at 1:15 pm after lunch on Saturday.
The program will conclude at 3:30 pm on Saturday.
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Pastor Jim Melton Called Home
The memorial service for James Stewart Melton on
October 16, 2017 at the Idamay church in West Virginia
was as it should have been---a grand tribute and send-off to
a remarkable Christian man and minister of the Lord.
Jim’s natural family members were present to
celebrate his life and ministry. These included his wife,
Janie, daughters Heather
(Smith) and April, his
father and four brothers, his
son-in-law, Steve Smith,
and his grandson, Titus
Smith, born June 2015.
Jim was endeared
by a great many whose
lives were enriched by
knowing him, and not a few
of these were spiritually
changed by his Christian
witness. The faces of many
of these friends speckled
the congregation of the
memorial event.
Notwithstanding, Jim
was especially loved and
embraced by his church.
This became more evident in
the last few years of his life during the General Assemblies.
The saints had always enjoyed his mellow and inspirational
voice as he sang some popular Christian song for the Lord
(a favorite was “Two Winning Hands”); but appreciation
for his singing and musical gifts seemed to increase as the
Assembly “delegates” beheld his courage and spiritual
victory in 2014-2017 in spite of his failing health and
physical calamities, which included a severe stroke in 2014
and a recent diagnosis that suspected he had Lou Gehrig’s
disease. This was especially noticeable in the last Assembly
in September when he could barely muster enough strength
to make his way to the platform, and his voice was so
weak he could hardly speak above a whisper. Still, he was
determined to once more glorify the Lord in song; and as he
persevered, suddenly the anointing of the Lord came upon
him. The saints witnessed his legs strengthen, and the force
of his voice intensify. For a moment he was singing like the
Jim of yesteryears.
When Jim left the platform to return to his seat, the
Spirit of the Lord swept over the congregation. Saints began
to rejoice: there was shouting and quaking in the Spirit, and
some of the brethren leaped and ran for joy. Then the Spirit
again came upon Jim, and he miraculously ran across the
front of the platform, rejoicing in the Lord. It was a glorious
demonstration of God’s mighty power!

In the memorial service, Pastor Zachary Snyder
sang two of Jim’s favorite songs. The Presiding Bishop
then reflected on the special friendship he had with Jim for
almost 43 years beginning in 1972; and noted that they had
labored in the ministry together since 1975. He credited
Jim with cultivating much of the phenomenal growth and
development of the church
at Katy, West Virginia in
1975-1982. Jim was the
youth director and later the
associate minister at Katy
during those years. He also
assisted in setting in order
the churches in Shinnston
and
Morgantown
in
1979-1982, and pastored
the church at Shinnston
(Kuhn’s Run) in 19811982. He then moved
to Chance, Maryland
and pastored the church
there in 1982-1984; then
pastored the Keedysville
church in 1984-1988, and
the Fort Ashby church in
West Virginia in 1989-1992
while still living in Maryland. Jim then moved to Popular
Run, Pennsylvania to pastor the church there in 1996-2001,
then moved again to pastor the church in Akron, Ohio in
2001-2004.
When we met in the historic meeting in Pigeon
Forge, Tennessee on April 18-20, 2004, which resulted
in the restoration and reorganization of the church, Jim
became a charter member and minister in Zion Assembly.
Thereafter, he was instrumental in establishing the church
in Barberton, Ohio, and pastored that congregation in 20042008; then he was appointed to Pulaski, Tennessee in 20082009. In 2010 he helped to establish the church in East
Brady (now Karns City), Pennsylvania, and pastored there
for a few months. Thereafter he assisted the overseers and
pastors of the churches and missions in West Virginia until
God called him home.
Jim was born on Christmas Day in 1953 and went
to his heavenly reward on October 11, 2017. He was 63
years of age, full of spiritual victory up to the moment he
took his last breath and his spirit ascended on High! We are
looking forward to our glorious reunion with Jim in the first
resurrection; and to sit together with him at the Marriage
Supper of the Lamb; then to return from heaven with him
to rule and reign with Christ on earth for a thousand years.
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Tribute to Pastor Anthony Delaunay
The subject of this tribute was born in the
beautiful island of St. Lucia in the West Indies in
1955. He gave his heart to the Lord at the age of
16, and thereafter became active in the work of
the Lord, holding various positions in our former
fellowship and the New Testament Church of God.
Seeing his sincere dedication, the elders of
the church appointed Anthony to teach the young
people in Sunday school. Soon he became a leader
of an evangelistic team to win the lost to Christ.
This experience led him to preach the Gospel first
in St. Lucia, then in St. Vincent and the Grenadines,
Barbados, St. Martin, Jamaica, and Martinique.
Anthony met his loving wife, Yoland,
through their involvement in the church. The
couple were wed on August 4, 1979. Two years
later they immigrated to Montreal, Canada. While there they became parents of two lovely daughters, Deborah
and Alyssa; and later became the proud “paps” of a beautiful granddaughter, Vienna.
In 1984 Anthony heard the voice of God calling him into pastoral work. He accepted the call and
prepared himself through World Outreach Bible College in Secaucus, New Jersey; he also enrolled in several
correspondence Bible schools. He was ordained as an evangelist in 1988.
In 1990 he and his family moved to Kitchener, Ontario. There he served as a board member and youth
leader in the New Testament Church of God. Later he accepted a pastoral position to start a new work with the
Church of God of Prophecy in Kitchener. Circumstances led him to give up that position, but later he accepted
a pastorate in Toronto which he held for several years.
In February 2015 Anthony was diagnosed with plasma cell leukemia. This disease hindered his ability to
preach and do the work of God. Still, he proved to be a man of faith and spiritual determination. He continued
to trust God and pressed on without complaint.
In the spring of 2017, the Lord opened a door through which Brother Delaunay faithfully and eagerly
entered---a door, as it turned out, opened to the last phase of his ministry and to his last days in this world.
He and his faithful companion united with Zion Assembly Church of God, and Brother Delaunay was soon
appointed to the pastorate in Toronto. He was accepted cheerfully by the church and was loved dearly; but
sadly after a few short months he succumbed to his illness and was called home to be with the Lord.
Pastor Delaunay lived an exemplary life in Christ, and always went the extra mile for others. He proved
to be a real warrior in his last days, manifesting spiritual courage and strength. He fought “the good fight of
faith” to the very end. He passed away peacefully at home surrounded by his family. He was 62 years of age.
He and Yoland were married for 38 years. His overseer, Bishop Zachary Snyder, preached his funeral, and
General Field Secretary, L. W. Carter, represented the Presiding Bishop and International Offices in offering
a fitting tribute to his life and ministry. Pastor Delaunay will be missed by all who knew him. The church’s
loss is heaven’s gain.
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October Mission Drive Results
Mission Vision: Declaring the
Whole Counsel of God to All Nations
“Sing unto the Lord, all the earth; shew forth from day to day His salvation. Declare His
glory among the heathen; His marvelous works among the nations” (1 Chron. 16.23-24).
“Say among the heathen that the Lord reigns: the world also shall be established that it be
not moved: He shall judge the people righteously” (Ps. 96.10)

Cleveland, TN
Greenville, SC
Columbus, MS
Okolona, MS
Crossville, TN
Hesperia, CA
Wilmington, NC
Rialto,CA
Highgrove, CA
Goshen, IN
Anaheim, CA
Lancaster, CA
Idamay, WV
Scottsville, KY
Lompoc,CA
Bayou La Batre, AL
West Mobile, AL
Arleta, CA
Roanoke, VA

$10,090.19
$8,081.00
$6,821.33
$6,083.36
$4,223.41
$4,003.04
$3,417.80
$3,000.00
$2,376.26
$2,206.35
$2,200.00
$2,154.00
$2,056.00
$1,901.87
$1,872.00
$1,860.09
$1,678.97
$1,650.00
$1,422.00

Taylors, SC
Arroyo Grande, CA
Hartsville, SC
Oil City, PA
West Pelzer, SC
Oxnard, CA
Fairfield, CA
Dallas, OR
Salisbury, MD
Ware Shoals, SC
Jacksboro,TN
Canada
Mexico
Cabin Creek, WV
San Jose, CA
Smithfield, WV
Browder, KY
Colton, CA
Karns City, PA

Grand Total: $77,365.09
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$1,133.12
$1,000.74
$1,000.00
$720.00
$686.36
$600.00
$600.00
$500.00
$500.00
$498.00
$480.00
$435.00
$425.00
$403.00
$345.90
$309.30
$271.00
$200.00
$160.00

Zion Assembly Church of God
2018 Ladies Retreat

Order my steps in thy word:
and let not any iniquity have
dominion over me. Psalm 119:133
Western Region
February 2-4, 2018 Ontario, CA
Eastern Region
February 23-25, 2018 Sevierville, TN
Refer to the church website for applications:
http:www.zionassemblychurchofgod.com/ladies.html
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“Cultish Behavior in God’s Church”
Contined from page 7

where it could be plainly shown that the local church
did not contradict the corporate decisions of the whole
church and the governing counsel of the chief elders
(Acts 15.22-31; 16.4-5). Thus the ministers, members,
and local churches were commanded to “walk by the
same rule”, “mind the same thing”, and “speak the
same thing.” And all of the ministers and members were
expected to “be perfectly joined together in the same
mind and in the same judgment” (Phil. 3.16; 1 Cor. 1.10;
see also Isa. 52.8; Rom. 15.6)

horny mutations that sometimes appear on one’s toes.
So also there are not two Zions or two churches
with generically different doctrines, disciplines, and
governments. Christ does not have two brides, no more
than the bride has two husbands. Our Lord is not an
adulterer!---nor is His bride an adulteress! There is one
Bridegroom and one bride of Christ; and the true bride is
subject to her Husband in everything (Eph. 5.24, 29-32).
The apostles did not oversee twelve independent
churches, each different in doctrine, government, and
discipline. The apostle Paul did not have one theology
for the Corinthians, another for the Ephesians and
another for the Romans. Indeed, that is a characteristic of
denominationalism, not the church of the Bible! Thus the
apostle Paul declared emphatically that what he taught at
Corinth, he taught in every church. “And so I ordain in
all the churches” (1 Cor. 7.17); and again, “Wherefore
I beseech you, be ye followers . . . of my ways which
be in Christ, as I teach every where in every church”
(4.17). Clearly divine principles were applicable equally
and consistently in all the “churches of God” (11.16;
16.1). There was a common correspondence between the
local churches in the New Testament, and also a uniform
doctrine, that is, a common rule of faith and practice (Acts
2.42; 15.3-6, 40, 41; 16.4-5; Rom. 16.16; 1 Cor. 16.1, 19;
2 Cor. 8.1, 6, 19, 23, 24; 11.28; Gal. 1.2, 22, 23; et al.).
Members were thus transferred from one local church to
another upon a recommendation that they were faithful
and in good standing (Rom. 16.1-2); likewise they were
censored if they were judged unfaithful or out of divine
order (2 Tim. 3.16-18; 3 Jn. 9-10).
We conclude then that the local and regional
churches should seek to identify and be consistent with
the universal government of the church and its duly
appointed leadership. For the local churches are subject
to the corporate counsel and resolutions of the whole
church---“the decrees [dogmas] for to keep” (Acts
15.28; 16.4-5); and they are guided and nourished by the
international leaders of the church, that is, the “chief men
among the brethren” (Acts 1522; 20.28; 1 Cor. 4.17;
Phil. 3.17; 1 Thess. 2.4-14; 3.7-9; Heb. 13.7,17; 2 Pet.
3.1; et al.).
Again, the idea of local church independence
was foreign to the churches in the Bible, both under
the Old and New Covenants. Independency or local
church autonomy was considered in fact a serious error
in perception, and thus also soundly rejected in practice.
And though there was a degree of flexibility in some
practical matters, those instances were allowed only

Admonition and Warning
I am thankful that the great majority of our
overseers, pastors, and ministers in Zion Assembly are
faithful to the church like the venerable Phebe who was
“a servant of the church” (Rom. 16.1). But I want here to
admonish all to be faithful and true to the teachings and
government of the church, that is, to faithfully follow the
chief elders and the General Assembly. Like our Lord we
should “love the church and give [ourselves] for [her”]
(Eph. 5.25). We should engage ourselves in her mission,
promoting and boosting her programs and ministries;
and esteeming and supporting her ministers (1 Tim. 5.17;
1 Thess. 5.13).
Finally, holy brethren, beware of “false brethren”
and “deceitful workers.” For the enemy is always
scheming to plant among us ministers of deceit who
“serve not our Lord Jesus Christ, but their own belly”
(2 Cor. 11.3-4, 14-15); who through “good words and
fair speeches deceive the hearts of the simple” (Rom.
16.18). These men “creep into the church” (Gal.
4.2; Jude 3), and work through much subtleness and
craftiness to build their own kingdom rather than God’s
church! They scheme and deceive to promote their own
interests. They cannot be trusted. They are intellectually
and morally dishonest, and lead the sheep down crooked
paths. They are like the hypocritical pastors that
Ophelia in Shakespeare’s Hamlet observed: ministers
who fleece the sheep while they themselves live like
“puff’d and reckless libertines” on “the primrose path
of dalliance treads, and reck [heed] not their own rede
[advice].” Inevitably these men show their hand, and at
that point we should “mark” and “avoid” them like the
plague! (Rom. 16.17). Brethren, “have no fellowship
with the unfruitful works of darkness” (Eph. 5.11).
Cursed is he that does the work of the Lord
deceitfully (Jer. 48.10)!
---WHP
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Christmas Greetings
from the International Staff

We wish each of our subscribers and readers a most
joyous and Spirit-filled Christmas. Our prayers are
that you will get to spend quality time with your
families and loved ones during the holidays. May
the Eternal Father bless all of us together as we
celebrate the goodness of the Lord this Christmas,
and thank Him again for sending His only-begotten
Son to reconcile us to Himself.
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Time to renew your subscriptions to the Voice of Zion magazine. If you need a
subscription form go to our website. Remember subscriptions run on the calender year--January-December. The subscription rate is $25.00 per year.
Also we encourage you to become a SYNC member by purchasing two (2) more
subscriptions. $75.00 will subscribe you and two others to this informative and inspirational
monthly magazine. As a SYNC member you will be a special guest at the SYNC luncheon
held during the General Assembly.
Make your checks payable to the Voice of Zion. Please update your mailing address
and make sure to send the correct address for whomever you subscribe.
This month we will be publishing our seventh bound edition of the Voice of Zion.
Amazing what the Lord has done. This new 2016-2017 Edition will be available by January
12, 2018.

