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Editorials . . . 

Compassionate-Desperate Evangelism

 I want to encourage all of our ministers and churches to focus on befriending 
sinners and winning the lost for Christ. We live in a world of seven billion people, and 
most of them dwell in spiritual darkness. Like dumb sheep and oxen to the slaughter, the 
teeming multitudes do not realize that their lives will soon be snuffed out and their 
souls cast into hell (Isaiah 53:6; Proverbs 7:22)! Their minds have been blinded by Satan; they do see the 
glorious light of the Gospel (2 Corinthians 4:4).
        In His parable of the “Great Supper,” Jesus said the Lord said to His servants, Go out quickly into the 
streets and lanes of the city, and bring in hither the poor, and the maimed, and the halt [lame], and the blind 
(Luke 14:21). And again, Go into the highways and hedges, and compel them to come in, that My house 
may be filled (v. 23). The poor, the blind, the lame, and the maimed represent men and women who are 
deformed and afflicted by sin; crippled with alcoholism, drugs, various kinds of carnal lusts [pornography, 
prostitution, homosexuality, adultery, etc.], anger, hatred, malice, jealousy, thievery, gambling additions, 
slander, gossip, tale-bearing, whisperings, evil speaking, etc.  
 The pastor of the Cleveland church noted in his sermon a couple of months ago that the paralytic in 
Mark 2:2-4 represents those who are paralyzed with sin and unable to help themselves. They need 
someone to bring them to the Master Healer! Isaiah prophesied that Jesus’ ministry would reach out to the 
poor, the brokenhearted, and the captives---those bound by the chains of sin (Isaiah 61:1-3). And when Jesus 
began to preach and minister, He did just that! He was sent by the Father to comfort all who mourn in Zion, 
to give beauty for ashes, the oil of joy for mourning, and the garment of praise for the spirit of heaviness.          
  We need to open up and let the heart of God minister through us---for God so loved the world that 
He gave His only-begotten Son; and the Son in turn was crucified to redeem sinners, and spent His life 
ministering to the sin-sick and afflicted. “Lord give us the Mind of Christ---His love, concern, compassion, 
selflessness---to reach out to our sin-bound neighbors who face the consequences of eternal darkness and 
damnation.” Think of it. We may be our neighbors’ and loved ones’ only lifeline to salvation: their only 
hope to be saved and to escape the second death and lake of fire!  

          
Ladies Retreats 

        Join us in prayer that the Lord will bless the up-coming Ladies Retreats in Ontario, California (February 
6-8, 2015) and Sevierville, Tennessee (February 27-March 1, 2015). Let us pray especially for the anointing 
of the Lord to descend on the director, Rosie Ramirez, and those on the program. Sister Rosie has laid out the 
programs on paper; but it will take the intervening presence of the Lord to make the programs edifying and 
transforming. We look forward to hearing good reports from the retreaters.  

Couple’s Retreat
         

         Bishop L. W. Carter, the director of missions and new fields in the United States, has appointed Dewey 
and Paula Gibson to direct Zion Assembly’s first nation-wide Couple’s Retreat. This event will be held April 
17-19, 2015. The theme of the retreat is “Love for a Lifetime.” The venue is: Oak Tree Lodge in Sevierville, 
Tennessee. For applications, call (540)-598-9192. 
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 In Luke 2 we read that Jesus’ parents returned to 
Nazareth after registering for taxes; but Jesus [then only 
12 years old] stayed behind in Jerusalem and was later 
found teaching in the temple. In Luke 3 Jesus is baptized 
in water by John the Baptist. Jesus was no ordinary child, 
and He was no ordinary man; and thus His baptism was 
not ordinary. When the Son of the living God 
was baptized, something special happened. 
The heavens opened and the Spirit of God 
descended on Him as a dove. And a voice 
from heaven said, This is my beloved Son in 
whom I am well pleased. Praise the LORD! 
 There is something special about 
these events---something special was taking 
place in history.  For four hundred years---
from Malachi to the advent of Christ---heaven 
had been silent. Still, however, the Jewish 
people thought they were headed in the right 
direction, that everything was fine. But all of a 
sudden something happen. The Scripture says, 
but when the fullness of the time was come, God sent forth 
His Son (Galatians 4:4). Jesus came to make His presence 
known and to accomplish the will of the Father here on earth. 
In Christ, heaven opened up and the Holy Ghost came down.  
 Now it’s time for the Church of God to come on the 
scene with the power of the Holy Ghost, and to show the 
world that it is headed down the wrong path. It is high time 
for us to step up and finish what Jesus started. I don’t know 
about you tonight, but I have a vision of what God has in store 
for His church; and I will not stop until I see it. We must not 
stop until we see the Church of God high and lifted up---until 
it is truly a city set upon a hill.  We must have the zeal and 
passion---and the no quit spirit---until His mission through 
us is fulfilled. We must press forward in the Holy Ghost.   
 After Jesus was baptized, immediately the Spirit 
drove him into the wilderness and He was there in the 
wilderness forty days, tempted of Satan (Mark 1:12-13; 
see also Matthew 4:1-11 NKJV). There the devil began to 
attack Him in an attempt to gain control of the situation. He 
began to tempt Jesus saying, If you are who you say you are 

Pressing Forward in the Holy Ghost
Pastor Byron Harris

Chestnut Hill, Tennessee

(Note: this message was preached in opening session of the General Assembly on September 9, 2014 
in Knoxville, Tennessee).  

And Jesus returned in the power of the spirit to Galilee, and news of Him went out all through the surrounding 
region (Luke 4: 14).  

But ye shall receive power after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto me 
both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth (Acts 1:8).  

speak to this stone and make it become bread. But Jesus 
answered him saying, Man does not live by bread alone, 
but by every Word that proceeds from the mouth of God. 
Again, the devil took Him to the pinnacle of the temple and 
tempted him to jump off, twisting the meaning of Psalm 
91:11---He shall give his angels charge over you . . .to bear 

you up  in their hands, lest you dash your foot 
against a stone---to support his treachery. But 
Jesus said, It is written again, You shall not 
tempt the Lord your God. Still again the devil 
took Him up to a high mountain and showed 
Him the kingdoms of the world, saying, If you 
will bow down and worship me all this will 
be yours. But Jesus answered him again with 
the truth and right interpretation of Scripture, 
saying Away with you, Satan! You shall worship 
the Lord your God, and Him only you shall 
serve. And then the devil left him for a season. 
        This is where some of us may be failing. We 
do not want to stand toe to toe with the devil 

and resist him. But we must face the devil, and inform him; 
‘I am taking back my family; I am taking back my friends 
and lost love ones.’ It’s time we look him in the face and say, 
‘You have no control over me; you have no dominion over 
my life.’ It’s time for the church to stand up and face the 
enemy. But if some of us cannot get victory over the smallest 
things that he throws at us, how will we be able to stand face 
to face with him? Are we the church of God, or not?  I have 
come too far to turn back now. I believe in the Church of 
God. I believe in what it stands for.  Now is the time for us to 
tell Satan, ‘I am taking back what has been stolen from me.’
          After being tempted of the devil, Jesus returned unto 
Galilee in the POWER OF THE SPIRIT! ‘Lord gives us 
this power---power from God!’ ---spiritual power that gives 
men the courage to rebuke sin. But truly I am full of power 
by the spirit of the Lord, and of judgment, and of might, 
to declare unto Jacob his transgression, and to Israel 
his sin (Micah 3:8). This power is mightier than physical 
forces. In Matthew 10, Jesus gave power to the church 
to heal the sick, to raise the dead, and to cast out devils. 
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         Church, where is this POWER? 1 Kings 8:10 says, 
and as it came to pass, when the priests were come out of 
the holy place, that the cloud filled the house of the Lord.  
Church, where is this glory?  I didn’t have the privilege 
of growing up in the Church of God. I did not get to 
experience for myself the 
manifestations of the 
power and glory of God 
in the days of the prophets 
and apostles. I read how 
the glory of the Lord filled 
the tabernacle---blind eyes 
received sight; the lame 
began to walk; powerful, 
anointed preaching 
convicted sinners; and 
converts were added to 
the church. I say again, 
Zion Assembly, where is 
this power now?  Some 
of you here tonight have 
experienced this power, 
and the glory that comes from heaven. It’s time for the 
whole church to obtain this heavenly power. These signs 
shall follow them that believe; in My name they shall 
cast out devils; in My name they shall speak with a new 
tongues; in My name they shall take up serpents, and if 
they drink any deadly thing and it shall not hurt them; in 
My name they shall lay there hands on the sick and they 
shall recover! (Mark 16:17). I ask again, WHERE IS THIS 
POWER? Who is left among you that saw the house in 
her first glory? and how do you see it now? Is it not in 
your eyes to the comparison of it as nothing? (Haggai 2:3). 
 I didn’t see the former church in her glory; but 
I can see the prophetic picture. The Lord has given me 
a vision in Scripture of what she is supposed to look 
like. Look around church, how do you see the church 
now? It breaks my heart to look around and see empty 
seats in our local churches. WHERE IS THE POWER? 
Still, I’m clinging to the vision: The latter house shall 
be greater than the former (Haggai 2:9). What this 
Scripture is telling me is that there is more work to do.  
           Let’s go back to Mark 1:12: immediately the Spirit 
drove Jesus into the wilderness and the devil began to attack 
Him. But Jesus fought back with the Word of God! The 
devil did not want the plan of God to unfold. He wanted to 
crush it before it got started. But in spite of him, the church 
was established and purchased with Jesus’ own blood! 
 Church, we cannot get anywhere staying on 
defense, standing back on our heels. We cannot go forward 
if we do not let the Spirit of God have His way in the 
church. Why is it so hard to let the Holy Ghost have His 
way in our lives?  When the Spirit of God begins to move, 
we need to go with the flow! Church, when the Spirit of 

God begins to move, MOVE! For some reason, some don’t 
like it when God’s Spirit is moving. Why is this?  When 
the Spirit of God begins to move, He shows us things that 
are wrong and where we might be slack and falling short. 
God wants to refine and purify us! He wants to see Himself 

in us. Are we allowing the 
Lord to refine us?  If there is 
anything in my life that is not 
pleasing to the Lord, I want 
Him to show me. I don’t 
want to obscure His glory. 
         The problem is not 
God showing us what is 
wrong: for He surely does 
that; but rather are we doing 
something about it when He 
shows us our shortcomings? 
My desire is to be like Christ 
and to see His church high 
and lifted up. Zion Assembly 
should stand out among the 
common churches. It’s time 

for us to step up and let the world know that Jesus Christ is still 
alive, and that He has a living, dynamic church in the world 
today. Are we afraid---afraid of what people might think of 
us?  My own family tried to discourage me. They told me I 
was in a cult. All of my friends turned their back on me. Are 
we afraid of losing our friends and family? Are we ashamed 
of the Gospel of Jesus Christ? Are we ashamed because we 
look and act different than the world?  If we are afraid or 
ashamed we will not win the lost and build our churches.  
         In our text passage, Jesus was so full of God’s power 
that when He entered the city He stirred it; and all glorified 
Him. They lifted him up. The Spirit of God is described in 
the Scripture as Holy Fire. Now fire consumes or otherwise 
causes some kind of change. It’s time for the church to effect 
a change in this present world---to transform it for the glory 
of God! Jesus had so much of this Holy Power that it had 
an effect on the whole town. I ask again here, Where is 
this power?  Where is the power to inspire and empower 
God’s church?  Ye shall receive power after the Holy Ghost 
is come upon you. When we lay our hands on the sick, do 
we expect God to move in this situation---to heal? 
        Are we the church of God merely because we say we 
are---because we put a sign up that says, Zion Assembly 
Church of God?  Do we need to tell every individual that 
we are the Church of God, or will the Holy Ghost speak for 
us more effectively? It’s time that we get back to letting the 
Holy Ghost have His way and do the speaking. The apostle 
says, Jesus Christ came to destroy the works of the devil 
(1 John 3:8). That tells me there is no excuse for us not to 
possess this power. If there is a lack of power in the church, 
it’s not God’s fault, it’s ours. It’s time that we step up to 
finish the job---to fulfill the mission of the church!

“Are we the church of God merely because we say 
we are---because we put a sign up that says, Zion 
Assembly Church of God?  Do we need to tell every 
individual that we are the Church of God, or will 
the Holy Ghost speak for us more effectively? It’s 
time that we get back to letting the Holy Ghost 
have His way in the church and do the speaking. 
The apostle says, Jesus Christ came to destroy 
the works of the devil (1 John 3:8)....If there is 
a lack of the power in the church, it’s not God’s 
fault, it’s ours. It’s time that we step up to finish 
the job---to fulfill the mission of the church!”
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Pressing Forward in All Wisdom
Joel Brooks

Overseer, South-Central Region

(Note: this message was preached in the General Assembly on September 11, 2014
in Knoxville, Tennessee).  

For this cause we also, since the day we heard it, do not cease to pray for you, and to desire that ye might be 
filled with the knowledge of his will in all wisdom and spiritual understanding; That ye might walk worthy 
of the Lord unto all pleasing, being fruitful in every good work, and increasing in the knowledge of God
(Colossians 1:9-10).

 The apostle Paul prayed that the church at Colosse 
might understand what God’s will is, and to be able to 
fulfill His will in all wisdom and understanding. What 
speaks out in this passage is that you can’t understand 
God’s will without God’s wisdom. His will and wisdom 
cannot be separated: everything that God does or has ever 
accomplished has been done in wisdom. So in order for us 
to understand anything about God, we must seek for His 
wisdom. Consider what Solomon says about wisdom:

Does not wisdom cry? and 
understanding put forth her voice? 
She stands in the top of high places, 
by the way in the places of the paths. 
She cries at the gates, at the entry 
of the city, at the coming in at the 
doors. Unto you, O men, I call; and 
my voice is to the sons of man. O ye 
simple, understand wisdom: and, you 
fools, be ye of an understanding heart 
(Proverbs 8:1-5).   

Wisdom cries out at the gates; 
she cries at the entry of the city; and 
she is here for the sons of men. Wisdom 
isn’t so far away that we can’t attain 
it, nor so quiet that we can’t hear it. 
Wisdom cries out! Wisdom cries out! to 
the sons of men to help us and instruct us in our time of 
need. If there ever was a time that Zion Assembly needs 
wisdom and direction from God, it is now; but to better 
understand, let us continue reading Proverbs 8:22-31:

The LORD possessed me in the beginning of His 
way, before His works of old. I was set up from 
everlasting, from the beginning, or ever the earth 
was. When there were no depths, I was brought 
forth; when there were no fountains abounding 
with water. Before the mountains were settled, 

before the hills was I brought forth: While as yet 
He had not made the earth, nor the fields, nor 
the highest part of the dust of the world. When 
He prepared the heavens I was there:  when 
He set a compass upon the face of the depth: 
When He established the clouds above: when He 
strengthened the fountains of the deep: when He 
gave to the sea His decree, that the waters should 
not pass His commandment: when He appointed 

the foundations of the earth. Then I was 
by Him as one brought up with Him: 
and I was daily His delight, rejoicing 
always before Him; rejoicing in the 
habitable part of His earth; and my 
delights were with the sons of men.

         God existed and worked in wisdom 
in the beginning. Before anything was 
formed, before God said “let there be 
light,” wisdom was there. When God 
formed man from the dust of the earth and 
breathed the breath of life into him, and 
man became a living soul, wisdom was 
there. When Jesus said “I am Alpha and 
Omega, the beginning and the ending . . . 
which is, and which was, and which is to 
come, the Almighty,” wisdom was there. 
God didn’t become wisdom at kappa, 

delta, or epsilon. Not at all!  When Jesus said I am Alpha, 
wisdom was there---in the Alpha, from the beginning! And 
He didn’t lose wisdom along the way: for Jesus said I am 
also the Omega. See, what God started in wisdom, He will 
finish in wisdom. Wisdom cries out!
           And her delights were with the sons of men. The 
Scripture says, If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of 
God, who gives to all men liberally and upbraids not; 
and it shall be given him (James 1:5). What we need now, 
more than ever, is wisdom; and God is not limiting His 
church or even an individual member from obtaining that 
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wisdom. The Scripture says, “Ask,” and don’t worry about 
God rebuking you for asking for too much. For God does 
not  say “I think you’ve had enough.” Not at all. Rather 
He says just the opposite: “Take all you can bear, I insist.” 
Yes, He will give us all and more than we need, because He 
upbraids not. Wisdom cries out!  
 But if we are not careful, we will confuse wisdom 
with method. Wisdom gives us the method to use for the 
situation or for a particular circumstance that might arise; 
but the method in of itself is not wisdom. We must not 
confuse this distinction in Zion Assembly. The Scripture 
says. I am the Lord thy God, I change not, and Forever, O 
LORD, thy word is 
settled in heaven. 
God is, and His 
Word is never 
changing. But see, 
the Scripture does 
not say, “You’re 
the Church of God, 
and you change 
not.” No. just the 
contrary: That he 
might present it to 
himself a glorious 
church without 
spot or wrinkle or 
any such thing but 
that it should be 
holy and without 
blemish, and that 
he might sanctify 
and cleanse it 
with the washing 
of the water by the 
word. According 
to God’s Word, 
the church must 
change: not by the 
will of man, but 
by the will of God! and this in order to make the church 
what God wants her to be. There is nothing wrong with 
using the same method, as long as we are getting the 
results that please the Lord. But if we continue to do the 
same thing over and over again, it is illogical to expect a 
different result. Methodology doesn’t always win out. I’ve 
heard many through the years say, this is how we’ve always 
done it! I have no problem with that as long as it pleases the 
Lord. Keep in mind God told Moses to strike the rock, and 
when he did water flowed from the rock. Yet, on another 
occasion, God told him to speak to the rock; but Moses 
instead used the same method as before and struck the rock. 
He got the same result---water came out---but the second 
time was not pleasing to the LORD. God wanted him to do 

it differently than before; but, because of emotions and the 
flesh, Moses did it His own way and displeased the Lord; 
and accordingly also appeared less than sanctified before 
the people. Bear in mind that the methods we use are not 
wisdom; rather, wisdom gives us the method that we need 
for a particular time. Again, God is the LORD, He changes 
not; but He is not a “one trick pony.” We must not limit or 
restrain Him by methods! 
         Another example is Gideon. God cut his army down 
to 300 and defeated the enemy that stood in the way of the 
Old Testament church. But when David was facing Goliath, 
he didn’t go to King Saul and tell him we need to do it 

like Gideon did and 
cut our armies down 
to 300. No, wisdom 
gave Gideon a 
method for his 
day, and wisdom 
told David to take 
his sling and five 
smooth stones for 
the task that he 
was facing in his 
day. In both cases, 
the victory was 
won; and in both 
cases wisdom cried 
out. The methods 
were different, but 
wisdom was the 
same. In Jeremiah 
6:16---ask for the 
old paths where is 
the good way and 
walk therein, and 
ye shall find rest 
for your souls” God 
is speaking here 
about wisdom, not 
method. Wisdom is 

the good way! We should therefore trust in the Lord and 
seek after wisdom to help us in this last days Zion. God 
helped our forefathers in their day; the Holy Ghost gave 
them wisdom and instruction to meet the challenges they 
faced. And here we are today in Zion Assembly: we need 
also to trust God and listen to the Holy Ghost to answer 
the challenges we face in our generation. We need a Holy 
Ghost inspired revival---a breakthrough. What we need 
most of all, however, is wisdom that comes from God---
wisdom to direct Zion Assembly to go from here to where 
God wants us to be. Wisdom is crying out! Will we listen 
and  obey?  

“According to God’s Word, the church must change: not by the 
will of man, but by the will of God! and this in order to make the 
church what God wants her to be. There is nothing wrong with 
using the same method, as long as we are getting the results that 
please the Lord. But if we continue to do the same thing over and 
over again, it is illogical to expect a different result. Methodology 
doesn’t always win out. I’ve heard many through the years say, 
This is how we’ve always done it! I have no problem with that 
as long as it pleases the Lord. Keep in mind God told Moses 
to strike the rock, and when he did water flowed from the rock. 
Yet, on another occasion, God told him to speak to the rock; but 
Moses instead used the same method as before and struck the 
rock. He got the same result---water came out---but the second 
time was not pleasing to the LORD. God wanted him to do it 
differently than before; but, because of emotions and the flesh, 
Moses did it His own way and displeased the Lord; and also he 
didn’t appear sanctified before the people. Bear in mind that the 
methods we have always used are not wisdom; rather wisdom 
gives us the method we need for a particular time. Again, God 
is the LORD, He changes not; but He is not a “one trick pony.” 
We must not limit God to methods, or retrain Him by methods!” 
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Zion Assembly---On the Cutting Edge of Mission Work
Reaching Out to the Nations Under All Circumstances

                                     Ministering to Lepers in India
      

     Pastor Ratna Babu is the son-in-law of Overseer Padma Rao Talari. He and his 
wife, Helen, have been ministering in the city of Vijayawada in the province of Andhra 
Pradesh for a number of years. They have established a church in that city and have 
been reaching out in the “market places” to teens and young married couples. One day 
Brother Babu saw a leper begging for bread in the city and observed that he was being 
ignored by the passers-by. Just then the compassion of Christ raced through his spirit 
and he began to think about the tens-of-thousands of neglected lepers in India. When he 
returned home, he was led by the Spirit to read a portion of Scripture found in Matthew 
8:1-3: Behold a leper came to [Christ] and knelt before him, saying, ‘Lord if you will, 
You can make me clean.’ Then Jesus put out His hand and touched him, saying, ’I am 
willing; be cleansed.’ Immediately his leprosy was cleansed.    
 Lepers are social outcasts. One leper lamented to Brother Babu, ‘Nobody will 
talk to us; they don’t consider us human beings.” These precious souls are therefore 
abundantly grateful for the care and ministry of Zion Assembly ministers and members. 
      After observing the pitiful plight of lepers, Brother Babu and his wife began 
praying for and taking an interest in them.The Holy Spirit then led them to a leper 

colony in Nellore City some distance from Vijayawada. They were asked to conduct 
worship services there. For several months now they have been going twice a month 
to minister to these poor people infected with leprosy. It takes about 5-6 hours by train 
to reach the colony.  We now have a church there with 20 members. 

         Two men severely afflicted with the debilitating disease have been healed by the power of God through prayer and the 
laying on of hands. One man’s leg was virtually rotting off, and the stench was overwhelming. This brother, Subramanya, 
was facing an amputation, but the Lord marvelously healed him. The news of this miracle traveled quickly through the colony 
and nearby communities. Another man, Seshaiah, advanced in age, was very ill. Diabetes complicated his leprous condition; 
he had lost his eyesight and was bedridden. 
But more importantly, Seshaiah did not know 
the Lord. Babu and Helen shared the love of 
Jesus with him and prayed for his healing. 
Wonderfully, he has accepted the Lord. His 
diabetes is now under control, and he has 
victory and hope in his life! Seshaiah comes 
to services regularly and his testimony is 
ringing out throughout the village.  
      There are literally thousands of lepers 
in India who need desperately to hear the 
Good News about salvation and eternal life 
in Christ. We appreciate Pastor Babu and his 
wife and family answering the call to minister 
to these precious and very needy souls. 
Brother and Sister Babu are reaching out not 
only in the province of Andhra Pradesh but 
nearby Telangana province. Their goal is to 
establish Zion Assembly churches throughout 
these provinces.

     Pastor Ratna Babu is the son-in-law of Overseer Padma Rao Talari. He and his 
wife, Helen, have been ministering in the city of Vijayawada in the province of Andhra 
Pradesh for a number of years. They have established a church in that city and have 
been reaching out in the “market places” to teens and young married couples. One day 
Brother Babu saw a leper begging for bread in the city and observed that he was being 
ignored by the passers-by. Just then the compassion of Christ raced through his spirit 
and he began to think about the tens-of-thousands of neglected lepers in India. When he 
returned home, he was led by the Spirit to read a portion of Scripture found in Matthew 
8:1-3: 
You can make me clean.’ Then Jesus put out His hand and touched him, saying, ’I am 
willing; be cleansed.’ Immediately his leprosy was cleansed.
 Lepers are social outcasts. One leper lamented to Brother Babu, ‘Nobody will 
talk to us; they don’t consider us human beings.” These precious souls are therefore 
abundantly grateful for the care and ministry of Zion Assembly ministers and members. 
      After observing the pitiful plight of lepers, Brother Babu and his wife began 
praying for and taking an interest in them.The Holy Spirit then led them to a leper 

Pastor Babu and wife Helen
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Ministering to Nations Infected with Ebola

         Bishop Amos Agbonifo, who serves under general 
appointment as a field secretary in Africa, travels in and out of 
western African nations, including those hardest hit with the 
deadly Ebola virus. Yet Brother Agbonifo says he has no fear; 
for his life and ministry are in the hands of God---and he trusts 
the Lord for protection and healing! In the last few years he 
has established churches in the countries of Togo and Benin. 
About a year ago he established churches in Liberia, a nation 
ravaged with Ebola; yet his mind and heart were so focused 
on winning the lost for Christ and establishing God’s last days 
Zion that he scarcely thought of contracting any disease. He 
plans also to reach out to Sierra Leone and Guinea which also 
have been ravaged by Ebola. 

Ministering to Nations Under the Threat of Terror
 Several of our overseers and missionaries have been 
working in nations that are under Sharia Law or that have 
been infiltrated by Jihadist groups and radical Muslim terror 
organizations. Bishop Wafula, the new overseer of Kenya, has 
been laboring in South Sudan, a nation created three years ago 
as a result of the civil war in Sudan. The explosive situation in 
this nation remains highly volatile and subject to terror attacks. 
Yet our pastors and members remain faithful to Christ in the 
face of persecution and death!
 Bishop Wafula also contends to some degree with the 
threat of radical Islam in northern Kenya; yet he continues 
to proclaim the Gospel of Jesus Christ without reservation or 
compromise.
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         Bishop Boone, the overseer of Thailand, Cambodia, and Burma 
[Myanmar], contends not only with the powerful influence of Buddhism 
in these nations but elements of radical Islam. Not long ago he established 
Zion Assembly in Bangladesh---a nation also subject to the threats of 
Islamic militants. He plans to travel to Pakistan soon to reorganize 
our work in this nation following the death of the former overseer, 
George Assi. 
Our ministers 
and members 
in this nation 
w o r s h i p 
under the 
restraints of 
Sharia Law 

and the threats of radical Islam. Most of our members live only 
about two hours from where Bin Laden was killed a couple of years 
ago by American Navy Seals.                       

       

   In Nigeria, Bishop Adekunle is reaching out in spite of the terrorist 
organization Boca Haram. He has been accosted more than once 
by polygamists, Muslims, and liberal “Christians” because he 
proclaiming the Gospel of Christ and standing for biblical truths and 
righteousness.

                                        Ministering in Haiti Under the Influence of Voodoo
          Haiti has long been known for the powerful influence of Voodoo---black magic,  
witchcraft, divination, enchantment, mumbo-jumbo, and sorcery. It has been said that 
Haiti is 90% Roman Catholic and 100% Voodoo. Yet Zion Assembly is growing in this 
island nation faster than in other country of the world. Our ministers---nearly 300 of 
them---led by overseer Saintaniel Hostelus and field secretary, Sandraud Pierre, are 
fearless in their proclamation of the Gospel, and  in holding up the standards of truth and 
holiness. Demon possession is prevalent throughout this small rural nation and exorcisms 
are a common practice by Zion Assembly 
pastors and evangelists and other 
powerful ministers in God’s kingdom.          
       Black magic and voodoo were 
transported to Haiti through the slave 
trade from West Africa beginning in the 
late seventeenth- and early eighteenth 

century. These demonically influenced religious traditions are still prevalent 
in West African nations and indeed throughout Africa.                             
           Remarkably, the power of the Gospel and glory of salvation stand 
out more in Haiti and other nations where spiritual darkness abound. The 
contrast between the competing realities of God and Satan, the kingdom 
of light and the kingdoms of darkness, heaven and hell, good and evil, and 
eternal life and eternal damnation becomes sharper and more visible in the 
nations where poverty and political tyranny prevail.    
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Ministering in Mexico Under the Influence of Idolatry  

          
 Mexico, like most      Spanish-speaking nations, was 
historically evangelized and settled by Roman Catholics 
in the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries. Thus, Mexican 
converts were baptized and conditioned by the Roman Catholic 
interpretation of the Gospel. Accordingly, they were taught an 
idolatrous version of the Christian faith---fundamental truths 
mixed with idolatrous concepts and practices. Foremost were 
the rites and practices associated with the Virgin Mary, saints, 
popes, and the antichrist system of the sacraments and priests.     
   The idolatrous system of Roman Catholism forms a 
powerful resistance to the plain and simple Gospel of Jesus. 
Further, Roman Catholics sometimes become militant in 
defending their traditional beliefs and political connections, 

which often includes persecuting evangelical Christians and especially radical holiness groups like Zion Assembly. 
 An article in the March 2007 issue of the Voice of Zion (pp. 11-12) tells the story of Amalia Campos Zabaleta and 
her family. Sister Zabaleta was delivered from saint worship and various forms of idolatry; for she had prayed and looked to 
Saint Jude in particular instead of Christ for her needs, and held deep affections for him. She was delivered from this idolatry 
under the preaching of the true Gospel and became part of the first Zion Assembly congregation established in Mexico 
on January 20, 2007. The church was established by the Presiding Bishop with the assistance of Danny Ramirez (Brother 
Ramirez is now the overseer of Mexico). 
 Amalia Campos Zabaleta is typical of millions of 
Mexicans as well as Central and South Americans who have been 
bewitched with these idolatrous doctrines and traditions. Behind 
many of the statues and dumb idols and holy relics are powerful 
demonic forces---“principalities and powers”---holding sway 
over believers who have been blinded and deceived by Satan.            
          In spite of these powerful forces at work, the true 
Gospel is being proclaimed in Mexico by Zion Assembly 
ministers led by Overseer Danny Ramirez; and the church has 
been making some real progress in recent months. Brother 
Ramirez organized and moderated the church’s first national 
convention on January 17-20, 2015. The report of this exciting 
convention will be featured in the March edition of the Voice 
of Zion. Suffice it to say here that the future of the church in 
Mexico looks promising.   
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          Ministering to the Poor
      
 One of the principal characteristics of God’s church is evangelizing 
and caring for the poor. This was a distinct mark that identified the 
ministry of Christ (Isaiah 61:1-3; Matthew 11:5; Luke 7:22; 14:13, 
21; et al); and therefore Zion Assembly is now embodying and 
extending His ministry to the nations (2 Corinthians 5:18-21). It 
may still be said, then, that the poor have the Gospel preached to 
them. Zion Assembly is answering Jesus’ command, Go out quickly 
into the streets and lanes of the city, and bring in here the poor.
   More than two-thirds of the world lives in poverty, not only 
materially but spiritually. Many are starving for bread, and even more 
for the Bread of Life! Indeed, the whole world lies in darkness and are 
starving for the Bread of Life. Billions have been blinded by Satan 
and cannot see their most essential need---salvation in Christ! Jesus 
came To give light to those who sit in darkness (Luke 1:79): and now 

His church is the Light of the World  . . . to give light to all who are in the house (Matthew 5:14-15). 
         Jesus had compassion on the poor, because He saw that they were weary and scattered---like sheep having no shepherd 
(Matthew 9:36). Under this burden, Jesus lifted His voice and said, The harvest is truly great, but the laborers are few. 
Therefore pray the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into His harvest (NKJV).    
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 Our new World Mission Secretary, Scott E. 
Neill, traveled 21,000 miles on his recent trip to 
Thailand and Cambodia on November 29--December 
9, 2014. On the first part of the tour, two services 
were held in our church in Sisophon, Cambodia. The 
mission secretary had the opportunity to preach and 
teach to 18 of the pastors and mission station leaders 
from this area. Several promising contacts with 
independent ministers were also made during these 
two sessions. 
 The main reason for the trip was to visit the 
work in Cambodia, attend the National Convention 
in Thailand, and also visit the Children’s Orphanage 
in Thailand. On December 3rd, Brother Neill and 
Overseer Boone Bureenok left Sisophon and traveled 
by car to the border crossing between Cambodia and 
Thailand. On reaching the border, they had to walk 
about a mile to make the crossing, working their 
way through immigration and customs between the 

two countries. On reaching the Thai side of the border, the mission secretary and overseer were picked up by 
Pastor Sam and his wife Oi and traveled for 4 1/2 hours by car to Korat, Thailand.  
 The National Convention was held in Nakhon Ratchasima. The ladies of the local church were diligent 
to cook and prepare the noon and evening meals during the convention on Thursday and Friday. They did a 
wonderful job and the food was delicious.  A covered open air pavilion and kitchen was used for meal preparation 
and fellowship. This local church property also has sleeping quarters, and a playground and classrooms for the 
children who are at the Orphanage. 
 The Holy Ghost was present mightly in the convention, which was moderated by Overseer Boone. 
He did an outstanding job in moderating but also in the arranging the tour schedule and accommodations. 
On Thursday and Friday evenings, Brother Neill preached powerful sermons and the services closed with 
everyone filling the altar and seeking the Lord. Those who attended sought sincerely to get closer to the 
Lord. After the National Convention closed on Friday evening, Overseer Boone the next morning and 
afternoon took the Mission Director around to visit some of the of the churches and missions in the region.   
 Brother Neill preached at the central headquarters church in Korat on Sunday morning; then traveled with 
the overseer 4 1/2 hours from Korat to Bangkok. That evening he preached at a church that is looking to join with 
Zion Assembly in the near future. During the service on Sunday evening, a young woman came to the altar and 
gave her life to the Lord. It was a marvelous way to end the mission trip.  
 While in Bangkok on Monday, Brother Neill contacted the family of the late George Assi, the former 
overseer of Pakistan, and counseled with Brother Assi’s son. Overseer Boone plans to make a trip to Pakistan in 
the near future to encourage our people there. Bishop Boone is a native of Thailand, attended Tomlinson in the 
1980s and has served as the overseer of Thailand, Cambodia, and Burma for over twenty-five years.  
 The secretary reports that the worship services and ministry sessions were outstanding in many ways: 
and plans were discussed on how to more effectively solidify the work in these nations and to reach out to 
neighboring nations. Bishop Boone has done a good work in Southeast Asia. He and his workers were especially 
accommodating and hospitable during the trip. Brother Boone recently established the church in Bangladesh and 
feels the burden to reach out to Nepal, Tibet, China, Laos, Indonesia, and Vietnam,. 
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Are You a Member of SYNC?

It is past time to renew Voice of Zion subscriptions. Remember 
subscriptions run on the calendar year: January 1--December 31. 
Subscriptions are only $25.00 per year. Send your check to the Voice 
of Zion, P.O. Box 2398, Cleveland, TN 37320, or pay with Pay Pal 
online. How about becoming a SYNC (“Subscribe Your Neighbor 
Club”) member? The requirement is to be a Voice of Zion subscriber 
and then subscribe two other persons to the church’s official paper. 
Joining SYNC is one of the most effective ways to fulfill the church’s 
mission in the world---to evangelize the lost and discipline believers in 
the “all things” of Christ (Matthew 28:19). SYNC memberships also 
run on the calendar year: January 1--December 31. 


