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Zion on the Move!
“Enlarge the place of thy tent, and let them stretch 
 forth the curtains of thine habitations” (Isa. 54.2).

Converting Sinners to Christ and Believers to the Church 
(Mk. 16.15-18; Isa. 60.5; Acts 2.41-47)

Expanding our International Ministries Complex 
(Ps. 48.2-5; Isa. 54.2-3; Sg. of Sol. 6.10)

Going Forth Like A Mighty Army,

(Sg. of Sol. 6.4, 10, 13; Mt.22.7; Jude 14-15; Rev. 19.14)

 

Pressing Our Way into Every Nation 
(Mt. 28.19; Mk. 16.20; Lk. 16.16)

Converting Sinners to Christ and Believers to the Church Converting Sinners to Christ and Believers to the Church 

Conquering in Jesus’ Name



Editorials . . . 
                Acquisition of New Property

 We are excited to announce that a new piece of property was purchased on January 27, 2016 
that expands our International Ministries Complex. The property (formerly owned by Lloyd’s Used 
Cars) joins our present property. This property will give us additional parking space and is suitable 
for us to erect an Assembly Tabernacle when we are able to do so. 
 In order to resolve this matter, a special-called Minister’s Council was invoked, a measure that 
was made possible by a resolution adopted by the 2013 General Assembly. The council meeting 
was held on January 16, 2016 and the ministers present resolved unanimously to purchase the 
property. As far as we know, this is the first time in the history of the church that such an aspect of 
the church’s government has been practiced.          
 A fuller report with photos of this meeting and acquisition of the property will be featured in the next issue of the 
Voice of Zion.

March World Mission Drive 

 We are pleased to hear that many of our pastors and faithful workers are gearing up for the up-coming mission 
drive in March. We are reminded here of the apostle’s Paul’s repeated admonition and encouragement to continue 
faithful in good works and well doing. 

“And let us not grow weary in well doing: for in due season we shall reap, if we faint not” (Gal. 6.9).     

“But ye, brethren, be not weary in well doing” (2 Thess. 3.13).

        I want to encourage our ministers and faithful workers to push through any tendency to let up on our fund raising 
efforts. Too much is dependent on our faithfulness and diligent efforts in this regard---namely, a world of people 
who dwell in darkness and a company of faithful overseers and missionaries who are counting on our assistance to 
help sustain them on the mission fields. To date, we have reached 41 nations with the whole Gospel message as we  
proclaim it in Zion Assembly, yet there are still 155 other nations within our reach.    
      It is indeed remarkable, even supernatural, what has been accomplished by our pastors, ministers, and local 
churches in the 12 years since we restored and reorganized the church in 2004. And we praise God for His inspiration 
and strength. But there is more land to conquer in the name of our Lord. We still have to reach the war-torn nations 
that are plagued by terror groups, where our brothers and sisters in Christ are being killed and persecuted. And there 
are countless millions in abject poverty both materially and spiritually that need Christ. 

“God give us a vision of the multiplied millions sitting in darkness: and give us the compassion to do 
something about their lost condition! Lord, open our eyes and inspire and empower us to ‘Go  . . . and 
proclaim the Good News to all nations, and to teach believers to observe all things whatsoever that You 
have commanded!’ Enable us, O Lord, and inspire our spirits that we fail Thee not, nor fail those who are 
in desperate need to know Thee, the Savior of the world. Let us always be mindful to ‘Write the vision, and 
make it plain upon tables, that he may run that reads it.’ And let us bear in mind always that ’Surely the isles 
wait for [the message of the church], and the ships of Tarshish . . . to bring thy sons from far, their silver and 
gold with them, unto the name of the Lord our God . . . because He has glorified [the church].”        

Billy Summerlin Passes Over the Tide

          It is with a degree of sadness that we announce the passing of Billy Gene Summerlin (Dec, 30, 1954--January 
2, 2016), our pastor in Kosciusko, Mississippi. See page 14 for the details of his death and funeral.    

Wade H. Phillips
Presiding Bishop
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 It may surprise some to know that a few ministers 
in our own tradition of the faith adopted cultish behavior 
patterns and practices. These ministers, consequently, 
cultivated a cultish-type mindset and behavior in the 
churches they were appointed to oversee. Two classic 
examples were Homer Tomlinson in 1943-44 and Grady 
R. Kent in 1956-57, both of whom were schismatic and 
led others into committing seditious acts---dividing God’s 
people. But there were also a number of lesser known 
ministers who harbored cultish notions. Accordingly, these 
ministers confused some of the sheep and inevitably drew 
them away from the fold, craftily subjugating them to their 
private counsel and peculiar notions. 
 Zion Assembly has not been immune to this kind 
of behavior. Since the church was reorganized in 2004, 
we have experienced a few minor cult-like defections. A 
puffed-up minister here and there on occasion has boasted 
that he knows more than the whole corporate counsel of the 
church, and through his cunning manipulations has been 
able to deceive and draw away a handful of gullible souls 
to join him in committing a seditious act---that is, to leave 
the protection of the Lord’s house to follow his personal 
revelation and self-proclaimed superior leadership. Indeed, 
if a pastor or overseer does not remain in the spirit and flow 
of the whole fellowship of the church and its corporate 
counsel and universal government, he will tend, either 
willingly or inadvertently, to lead those under his influence 
into error and a cultish-type mindset. Typically, such a 
minister will surround himself with a handful of naïve 
admirers, who in turn join with him in usurping authority 
over against duly appointed international leaders and the 
authorized governing structure of the church.   
 In exposing this errant behavior, we do not have 
in view in this article the more obvious and infamous cults 
such as Jim Jones and his followers in Guyana in the 1970s 
and David Koresh and his followers in Texas in the 1980s; 
nor the black groups in the big city ghettos of America that 
had preceded them in the 1930s thru the 1960s---those who 
fell under the spell and control of men like “Daddy Grace”, 
“Father Divine”, “Prophet Jones”, and the “Honorable 
Elijah Muhammed.” 
 Neither do we mean to indicate that instances of 
cultish behavior in our tradition of the faith have been as   
extreme nor as physically deadly as some of the “cults” 
mentioned above. e. g, Jim Jones and the Peoples Temple 
and David Koresh and the Branch Davidians. Yet we 
have seen a commonality of defective behavior among a 
few in Zion Assembly that is not unlike the independent 
spirit manifested in so many of the renegade and maverick 

preachers on television today---celebrated televangelists 
and leaders who have built independent mega-churches. 
Almost without exception these so-called “ministries” have 
been built on “sand” (Mt. 7.26), that is, on some exalted 
personality and his or her private revelation.   

Falling Away from Divine Order         

 The ministers and local churches which we have 
in mind in our own tradition of the faith gradually departed 
from key principles of the faith, government, and discipline 
of the church; causing injury to a number of members and 
disturbing the peace and harmony of the local churches 
involved: and by extension damaging also to some degree 
the whole body of the church. Consequently, the church 
overall was hindered from maturing spiritually and from 
fulfilling its global mission in the earth. For those under a 
cultish mentality invariably promote heresies and seditions 
and cause schisms in the church; teaching and leading 
those under their influence into stressful relationships 
with duly appointed international leaders and the higher 
governing structure of the church. Thus says the prophet:

“Woe unto the pastors that destroy and scatter the 
sheep of My pasture! . . . you have scattered My 
flock, and driven them away . . .  Thus says the Lord 
of hosts, Hearken not to the words of the prophets 
that prophesy lies unto you: they make you vain: 
they speak a vision of their own heart, and not out 
of the mouth of the Lord . . . I have heard what 
the prophets said, that prophesy lies in My name, 
saying, I have dreamed, I have dreamed . . . They 
are prophets of the deceit of their own heart . . . 
Therefore, behold, I am against the prophets . . . 
that steal My words everyone from his neighbor . 
. . Behold, I am against them that prophesy false 
dreams . . . and do tell them, and cause My people 
to err by their lies, and by their lightness: yet I sent 
them not, nor commanded them” (Jer. 23.1-32).     

 
 We see then that ultimately any departure from 
the faith and government of the church may be just as 
damaging as the more extreme cults mentioned above. 
Following closely to a divine order is therefore of paramount 
importance: for otherwise precious souls become confused 
and misdirected, being deprived also of proper food and 
nourishment which comes through the Word of God and the 
ministry of the whole body of the church (Acts 15.1-16.5; 
20.28; Eph. 4.16; Col. 2.19). As such, the confused members 
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become spiritually deflated, disillusioned, and depressed; 
and in many instances some of the precious sheep fall into 
despair and lose out with the Lord altogether.   

 Cultism Defined

          It may be helpful here to define more specifically 
what we mean in this message by the term “cult.” Properly 
speaking, the term is not a bad word; it may indicate simply 
the distinctive forms of worship and practices of God’s 
peculiar people, and hence in this sense may be applied 
to Israel in the Old Testament and the church in the New 
Testament. But it has come to mean in popular culture in 
modern times inordinate admiration and attachment to a 
person (for example, Jim Jones and the others mentioned 
above), or to a principle or set of peculiar principles: 
for example, the doctrines and practices adhered to and 
practiced by Jehovah’s Witnesses or the teachings espoused 
and practiced by Mormons. In these cases, the cultic group 
views itself as being strictly exclusive and becomes more 
or less isolated from society as a whole and insulated by its 
own peculiar ideas and forms of worship. 
 In most cases the independent cult group is headed 
by a charismatic or colorful person who is extravagantly 
admired and highly exalted on the basis of his charisma. 
However, in some cases the seducer is able to succeed by 
having convinced the more gullible ones in his flock that 
God has imparted to him some unique knowledge and 
wisdom, including special revelations or insights into the 
Scriptures which he alone understands; that is, he pretends 
to have received a more enlightened view on certain cardinal 
doctrines of the faith over against the whole counsel of the 
church and its well established tradition. On the other hand, 
it may be that the person is highly exalted because he is 
viewed as having been appointed by the Spirit to occupy 
a divine or superior position in the church---a papal-like 
office; and this in turn gives him leverage to usurp spiritual 
authority to control his followers. 

The Inordinately Exalted Leader 

           The cult-like church is built around the personality 
or peculiar ideas of an individual who has convinced 
his followers that he knows more than the church’s duly 
appointed elders and the universal counsel of the church. 
In a word, a cult-minded leader labors to establish his 
own kingdom rather than to enlarge the kingdom of God-
--to build his own church rather than to build the church 
of God. And in order to do this he craftily succeeds to 
magnify himself over against the whole counsel of the 
church, duping his followers into diminishing or eclipsing 
the authority and influence of the chief elders---those duly 
ordained and appointed to “rule over [the church] . . . whose 
faith follow” (Heb. 13.7, 17) for his desire and aim is his 
own preeminence. 

          In these cases, the church becomes more locally 
centered than corporately and universally centered, and in 
most instances centered in one who has manipulated the 
affections of his admirers to gain an inordinate estimation 
of his person or office. This individual---usually a pastor 
or overseer---gradually begins to exercise more authority 
than is duly appointed to him. He thus betrays his trust as 
a leader and servant of the church, becoming a usurper and 
lord over the people; a practice despised by the Lord and 
everywhere forbidden in Jesus’ and the apostles’ teachings 
(Mt. 20.25-28; 2 Cor. 1.24; 1 Pet. 5.1-4), and also the 
prophets’ teachings (Jer. 23.1; Ezek. 34.1-10). After this 
manner, these aberrant pastors follow in the steps of Balaam, 
Jezebel, and the Nicolaitans (cf. 2 Pet. 2.12-16; Jude 8-13; 
Rev. 2.6-16, 20-23). Indeed there have been many, like 
Diotrephes, “who love to have the preeminence” and thus 
refuse the superior counsel of duly appointed elders; and 
often these deluded leaders boldly prevent the local church 
from receiving the counsel of the church’s chief elders: even 
going so far in some cases to “cast out of the church” those 
who disagree with their personal opinions and their strategy 
to bring the church under their personal control (3 Jn. 9-10). 
 Again, almost invariably the cult-minded minister 
is able to develop a following; but his ultimate commitment 
is to himself personally (or to herself as the case may be) 
over against duly recognized and appointed international 
leaders and the general counsel of the church. In these 
cases, when the leader dies or is removed, the local church 
usually dies also or else is critically diminished; and thus at 
that point the errors of the cult-like ministry become more 
visible and exposed. But, sadly, in many cases it is too late 
to repair the damages and restore the house; and it is often 
the case that some souls are shipwrecked and destroyed. 

“Woe be to the shepherds who do feed themselves! 
. . . who destroy and scatter the sheep . . . and 
have not attended to them” (Ezek. 34.2; Jer. 23.1-2 
NKJV).    

            
Building on the Solid Rock

          
            On the other hand, when the church is built on a 
sure foundation, that is, on Christ and duly recognized and 
tested leaders and sound biblical teaching, the overseers 
and pastors in a given generation may pass away, yet the 
church as a divine institution remains fixed and marches on! 
For the church of Jesus Christ transcends each generation 
of leaders and members, being the aggregate or collective 
whole of many generations. See here; the doctrine and 
government of God’s church are divine gifts “handed 
down” and entrusted and passed on from one generation 
to the next (Deut. 4.1-10; 6.6-25; 2 Tim. 2.2; Jude 3). Even 
in the event of an apostasy, the church is always eventually 
restored, and at that point continues to pass on the torch 



6

to the next generation (Isa. 52.1-10; 54.1-8; 60.1-5; Amos 
9.11-15; Acts 3.20-21; 15.16-17; 20.29-32; Gal. 3.1-4, 
19; Rev. 3.14-22; et al.). Thus the apostle Paul in the first 
century, Clement in the second, Tertullian in the third, R.G. 
Spurling in the nineteenth, A.J. Tomlinson in the twentieth, 
and all of us in Zion Assembly today are members of the 
same church---“the Zion of the holy One” (Isa. 60.14). For 
all of us in Zion Assembly are walking by the same rule of 
faith and building upon the same foundation (Acts 2.42; 1 
Cor. 3.9-15; also Eph. 2.20; 4.11-16; Phil. 3.16; et al).     
                              

Faithful Ministers

 There are a great many passages which show the 
Lord requires ministers to be faithful both to their Lord and 
to His church. But I want to focus here on being faithful to 
the church as God’s representative institution here on earth, 
including all of her teachings, government, discipline, and 
corporate decisions. After all, the government of the Lord is 
“upon His shoulder” (Isa. 9.6), that is, Christ’s government 
is with His church, the body of Christ. Thus before He 
ascended back to the Father, Jesus established His church 
and “gave authority to His servants, and to every man his 
work” (Mk. 13.34); and He commanded His servants to 
“Occupy till I come” (Lk. 19.13). 
 The word translated “occupy” in Luke 19.13 is 
derived from pragmateuomai in the original Greek text, 
signifying “to conduct business” or “to be engaged in the 
Lord’s trade.” It should always be borne in mind that the 
church is God’s business, not ours nor our family’s. We are 
only stewards of what belongs to our Lord!       
 See here; the overseers and pastors and elders have 
been appointed as “rulers over His household” (Mt. 25.45), 
and therefore should be faithful in all things: for “he that is 
faithful in that which is least is faithful also in much: and he 
that is unjust in the least is unjust also in much” (Lk. 16.10-
12; 2 Cor. 4.2). Here we are reminded of the high tribute paid 
to Moses by the inspired writer, saying that he was “faithful 
in all his house” (Heb. 3.5---the house here refers to the 
“church in the wilderness”). For Moses submitted himself 
to the will of God and ruled Israel with the counsel and 
assistance of the elders (Ex. 18.12-26; 24.1-13; Lev. 4.15; 
Num. 11.16-17, 25; Deut. 21.1-6, 19-21; 31.28; et al.); and so 
also did Joshua after Moses (Josh. 20.1-9; Judg. 2.7; et al.).        
 Nothing could be clearer than the fact that the 
apostles in the New Testament church humbled themselves 
and submitted to the corporate counsel of the whole church. 
Thinking and acting independently was foreign to them, 
and certainly never an issue. The cases between Peter, 
Barnabas, Paul and Mark recorded in Acts 15.36-41; Gal. 
2.11-14 were unusual and, in any case, in the end were 
resolved in corporate harmony.
 The ministers in the apostolic church acted and 
ministered in one accord, and promoted the universal 

teachings and agreements of the church (Acts 2.42; 15.1-
16.5; Gal. 2.1-9; 1 Cor. 4.17; et al).  And this was in keeping 
with Jesus’ teachings and His counsel for the church (Mt. 
16.19; 18.15-20; Jn. 20.23).          
 We conclude then that pastors and ministers should 
be “faithful in all things” (1 Tim. 3.11), which would 
include promoting all of the ministries and programs of the 
church and the rulings of the General Assembly; and in fact 
we should do everything “for the edifying of the body of 
Christ,” (1 Cor. 14.12, 26; Eph. 4.12), not for our own little 
click!. Let us therefore be careful to hand down this sacred 
trust of divine government and polity to faithful men---
men who have pure motives and proven records of faithful 
ministry (Acts 6.3). Thus the apostle: “And the things you 
have heard of me among many witnesses, the same commit 
thou to faithful men, who shall be able to teach others also” 
(2 Tim. 2.2).  

The Church Universal 
and the local Churches                 

 The Bible could not be clearer in revealing the 
church to be one visible body of Christ everywhere it 
exists---a universal body made up of many local churches 
and members under one governing administration (Mt. 
16.16-18; 18.15-20; Acts 15.1-16.5; 1 Cor. 12.12-28; Eph. 
4.4-6 and compare with Acts 9.31; 15.41; 16.5; Rom. 16.4; 
16.16; 1 Cor. 7.17; 11.16; 14.33; 16.1; 2 Cor. 8.18-19, 23; 
11.29; 12.131 Thess. 2.14; et al).       
 The idea of independent local churches is foreign to 
the teaching of Christ and the apostles, both in doctrine and 
the narrative history of the church in the Bible. For then two 
or more churches must necessarily exist, each generically 
different from the others. Whereas, the prophetic revelation 
of the church is plain to see: it is one visible and corporate 
body of Christ (Song of Sol. 6.8-10; Isa. 60.1-5; Acts 2.42; 
Eph. 2.11-22; 3.6; 4.3-6; et al). 
 The local churches must therefore be generically 
the same as the universal church for all are obligated to 
live according to the council of the General Assembly. Thus 
the apostle Paul addresses “the” church of God at Corinth, 
not “a” church of God. For all of the local churches have 
the same Lord, the same Spirit, the same Father, the same 
baptism, the same faith, the same doctrine, the same 
government, and the same discipline (Eph. 4.3-6). Even in 
the context of his first letter to the Corinthians, Paul speaks 
in the same breath to the local church at Corinth (1.2;5.1-
13) and to the churches everywhere (12.31); and does 
not in the least make distinctions in regard to their nature 
and characteristics: for the obvious reason that he did not 
recognize theological or political distinctions among the 
churches. 
             It is misleading and confusing therefore to speak of 
a local church as “part” of the church, let alone to speak of 
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a denomination of churches as part of the universal church. 
If this were true, then one would have to ask what part 
his particular local church or denomination is. The nose? 
The eye? The ear? The foot? But how could a local church 
or denomination be a nose? The truth is that individual 
members are “parts” of the visible body of Christ (1 Cor. 12. 
8-24; Eph. 4.16), not local congregations, nor especially not 
entire denominations. It is noteworthy that the Scriptures do 
not speak of “this” church or “that” church as if there were 
generically different faiths and disciplines. The Scriptures 
never say “this church” or “that church,” but always “the 
church” or “the churches.” See here; corn is corn! An ear of 
corn is corn and a whole field of corn is corn. All are made 
of individual kernels, but the kernels altogether are corn. 
One million kernels in a 100 ears of corn are corn, and one 
million stalks of corn in a cornfield are corn. Thus one says, 
“Look at that corn!” not “Look at those corns! For there 
is no such thing as two corns, unless one is speaking of 
generically different things like those horny mutations that 
sometimes appear on one’s toes.            
          So also the church. There are not two Zions with  
different doctrines, disciplines, and governments. Christ 
does not have two brides, no more than the bride has two 
husbands. Our Lord is not an adulterer!---nor is His bride 
an adulteress! There is one Bridegroom and one bride 
of Christ; and the true bride is subject to her Husband in 
everything (Eph. 5.24, 29-32).  
          The apostles did not oversee twelve independent 
churches, each different in doctrine, government, and 
discipline. The apostle Paul did not have one theology for 
the Corinthians, another for the Ephesians and another for 
the Romans. Indeed, this ambiguity is a characteristic of 
denominationalism not the church of the Bible! Thus the 
apostle Paul declared emphatically that what he taught at 
Corinth he taught in every church. “And so I ordain in all the 
churches” (1 Cor. 7.17); and again, “Wherefore I beseech 
you, be ye followers . . . of my ways which be in Christ, as 
I teach every where in every church” (4.17). Clearly divine 
principles were applicable equally and consistently in all 
the “churches of God” (11.16; 16.1). There was plainly a 
common correspondence between the local churches in the 
New Testament, and also a uniform doctrine---a common 
rule of faith and practice (Acts 2.42; 15.3-6, 40, 41; 16.4-5; 
Rom. 16.16; 1 Cor. 16.1, 19; 2 Cor. 8.1, 6, 19, 23, 24; 11.28; 
Gal. 1.2, 22, 23; et al.). Members were thus transferred 
from one local church to another upon a recommendation 
that they were faithful and in good standing (Rom. 16.1-2); 
likewise they were censored if they were judged unfaithful 
or out of divine order (2 Tim. 3.16-18; 3 Jn. 9-10).   
 We conclude then that the local churches should 
seek to identify and be consistent with the universal 
church. For the local churches are subject to the corporate 
counsel and resolutions of the whole church---“the 
decrees [dogmas] for to keep” (Acts 15.28; 16.4-5); 

and they are guided and nourished by the international 
leaders of the church, that is, the “chief men among the 
brethren” (Acts 1522; 20.28; 1 Cor.4.17; Phil. 3.17; 
1 Thess. 2.4-14; 3.7-9; Heb. 13.7,17; 2 Pet. 3.1; et al.). 
  Again, the idea of local church independence 
was foreign to the churches in the Bible---both under the 
Old Covenant and the New. Independency or local church 
autonomy was considered in fact a serious breech of faith and 
practice. And though there was a degree of flexibility in some 
practical matters, that flexibility was allowed only where it 
did not contradict the corporate decisions of the whole church 
and the governing counsel of the chief elders (Acts 15.22-
31; 16.4-5). Thus the ministers and local churches were 
encouraged and commanded to “walk by the same rule”, 
“mind the same thing”, and “speak the same thing.” And all 
of the ministers and members were expected to “be perfectly 
joined together in the same mind and in the same judgment” 
(Phil. 3.16; 1 Cor. 1.10; see also Isa. 52.8; Rom. 15.6)          

           Admonition and Warning  

  I am thankful that the great majority of our 
overseers, pastors, and ministers in Zion Assembly are 
faithful to the church like the venerable Phoebe who 
was “a servant of the church” (Rom.16.1). But I want to 
admonish all to be faithful and true to the teachings and 
government of the church, and to the chief elders and  
General Assembly. Like our Lord we should “love the 
church and give [ourselves] for her” (Eph. 5.25). We should 
engage ourselves in her mission, promoting and boosting 
her programs and ministries; esteeming and supporting also 
her faithful ministers (1 Tim. 5.17; 1 Thess. 5.13). 
 Finally, holy brethren, let me admonish you to 
beware of “false brethren” and “deceitful workers.” For the 
enemy is always scheming to plant among us ministers of 
deceit who “serve not our Lord Jesus Christ, but their own 
belly” (2 Cor. 11.3-4, 14-15); who through “good words 
and fair speeches deceive the hearts of the simple” (Rom. 
16.18). These men “creep into the church” (Gal. 4.2; Jude 
3), and work through much subtleness and craftiness to 
build their own kingdom rather than God’s church! They 
scheme and deceive to promote their own interests. They 
cannot be trusted. They are intellectually and morally 
dishonest, and lead the sheep down crooked paths. They are 
like the hypocritical pastors that Ophelia in Shakespeare’s 
Hamlet observed: ministers who fleece the sheep while they 
themselves live like “puff’d and reckless libertines” on “the 
primrose path of dalliance treads, and reck [heed] not their 
own rede [advice].” Inevitably these men show their hand, 
and at that point we should “mark” and “avoid” them like 
the plague! (Rom. 16.17). Brethren, “have no fellowship 
with the unfruitful works of darkness” (Eph. 5.11).

Cursed is he that does the work 
of the Lord deceitfully (Jer. 48.10)!   
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is much appreciated. Then I preached on the convention 
theme---“Restoration.” I focused on the idea that the word 
“restoration” indicates that something is missing, or that 
something is lacking. And this could be taken to include both 
the individual member and the whole church collectively. 
So all of us should examine ourselves to make sure we are 
in “the faith.” This is especially true considering that we are 
living in the very last days, and the devil is diligently working 
to deceive and confuse the children of God (cf. Rev. 12:12). 

       In the course of this message I emphasized six particular 
aspects of restoration.

1. Faithfulness---Luke 12:42.
2. Holiness----Leviticus 11:45.  
3. Humility---1 Peter 5:5. 
4. Righteousness----Psalm 1:6.
5. Divine Love---John 3:16. 
6. Evangelism---Matthew 28.19. 

           In regard to the last point Jesus said, “Go to all 
nations and preach the gospel.” We need to restore 
evangelism in the church as an important priority---
starting with our immediate community, then our region, 
and on to the uttermost places on earth (Acts 1.8).  
            Finally, I prayed for the church, the overseer, and 
the ministers and work in Cameroon. After closing, I met 
with the overseer and workers. I encouraged them to take 
Cameroon for Christ and Zion Assembly. I emphasized that 
the Presiding Bishop and International leaders are counting 
on our overseers and ministers to be faithful, and that the 
office understands the material needs in Cameroon as well 
as the needs in other nations, but that funds are limited 
and the International Office can only do so much to assist 
financially. I made it clear that the International Offices 
is not after property but rather focused on winning souls 
for Christ and establishing God’s church in the nations. 
I also talked about the availability of Sunday school 
materials: for I had discovered that they had not been using 
our materials. I told them to start downloading our own 
literature to use. The following day I was taken back to 
the airport. Before leaving I discussed with Brother Eric 
to be faithful to the work he is doing. I admonished him 

Cameroon Report
            Bishop Yomi Adekunle
                 Overseer, Nigeria

I was privileged to represent the International 
Offices in the Cameroon national convention. My trip 

started on Dec. 9, 2015 
from Ibadan in Nigeria 
to Lagos (by motor 
vehicle) and on to 
Cameroon via Arik Air 
line. I arrived at Duala 
International Airport 
and was received by 
Overseer Eric Eyong. 
The convention started 
the same day I arrived. 
  The first day 
of the convention 
was glorious. Blessed 
Desmond preached on 
the “God of Restoration.” 
His text was Joel 2:25. 
The second day started 

with worship and prayer led by the overseer. Then Brother 
Williman preached on tithes and offerings. He emphasized 
that these disciplines were necessary for the life and growth 
of the individual Christian---both spiritually and materially. 
He used 3 John 2, Malachi 3:8-12, and Gen. 13:2 to support 
his message. The third day Brother Eric Eyong preached on 
“Restoration,” emphasizing especially the need to restore 
righteousness in the church (cf.  Romans 14:17; Psalm 11:7).

The last day of the convention began with 
worship, followed 
by a children’s 
presentation. Then I 
was called to address 
the convention and to 
preach. I greeted the 
convention in behalf 
of Presiding Bishop, 
Wade H. Phillips, and 
all of the International 
Staff. I told them that 
the leaders of the 
church pray for them 
every day, and that 
their faithfulness and 
work in Cameroon 
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to consecrate himself and be diligent in his work. Finally 
I blessed him in my own little way---to encourage him. 
                                                                                            
                                                  Yomi Adekunle, reporter

9

 I was privileged to preach a revival meeting at 
the Welcome House Shelter in Crowley, Louisiana on 
December 2-6, 2015. We had a wonderful time in the 
Lord. People were excited and hungry for what God 
had for them. Some showed up in the middle of the 
day worshipping the Lord---and they stayed until the 
services began in the evening. God moved on the people 
and changed lives. There were 6 saved, 4 baptized in 
water, and one delivered from smoking, The Lord also 
ministered to an atheist; others were counseled through 
the Spirit to restore and strengthen their marriages. It 
was an all-around productive time in the Lord. God 
showed up and met needs. I thank the Lord for allowing 
me to be a part of His work. And I thank the Welcome 
House Shelter for having me.

    Corey Hall, reporter
    Bayou La Batre, Alabama

Louisiana Revival



 South Kenya Report
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Praise the Lord! The convention in South Kenya began December 2, 2015. The overseer, 
Joanes Okal Oboo, opened the convention with prayer and appropriate comments. The World 
Mission director, Bishop Scott Neill, sent a greeting and a word of apology for not being able 
to attend the convention; but Bishop Joanes promised to invite him in good time for next year. 
There were deafening cheers when we heard that the International staff were mindful of us and 
with us in prayer for our convention. Everybody was feeling the presence of the Lord. Bishop 
Joanes preached a powerful message that set the tone for the convention. He stressed that God 
desired to restore people to His image and likeness, to use them to fulfill His purpose here 
on earth. The overseer urged the church to walk according to its divine call, to be ‘a peculiar 
people with a special purpose’: and to go out to touch sinners with the convicting power of 
the Word of God and the mighty presence of the Holy Spirit (Genesis 1:1, 27; Isaiah.  6:1-8).
           There was a powerful spirit of deliverance in the convention---power to deliver people 
from the bondage of the devil! Several people surrendered their lives to Jesus. All the ministers 
participated graciously. The sermons were fiery and to the point. In one accord the people 
praised and worshipped the Lord. 

What a joyful convention! Brother 
Joanes preached on Sunday using Ecclesiastes 12:13 for his text.
 Kenya was experiencing El Nino rains during the 
convention; yet in spite of the weather miracles took place: some 
were healed; and some were delivered from evil spirits. The 
people were so blessed and filled with joy that they skipped lunch 
to bask in the sunshine of God’s outpoured Spirit. The saints also 
overcame threats from outsiders. Some claimed that the people 
would be arrested if they attended the convention. But we all 
boldly stood our ground for the Lord. Four hundred attended the 
glorious event.
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“A new commandment I give unto you: That ye love on another; 
as I have loved you, that ye also love one another.” John 13:34

Byron Harris
Shepherding Ministries Director

Around the year of 1886, R.G. Spurling began to 
express his concern in regard to something that was missing 
among the various Christian denominations.  An important 
“link” was missing from Christian fellowship. He wrote in 
his book, The Lost Link, that God’s people were captive 
in a spiritual Babylon (Rev.17;18). The church had fallen 
from its original state. Spurling asked, “If the church has 
organically fallen, when and how did it fall? If we fail to 
find the cause of the fall we cannot reform it.” His answer 
to this question was to go back to the beginning and find 
the truth. 

Now let us fast forward to today. In the United 
States there are hundreds of Christian denominations 
operating. Every one of them claim to be following after 
Christ and His Word, yet something is missing. Spurling 
was asked this question: “Are you going to unchristianize 
all the churches?” His answer was no; yet he pointed out 
that denominations are contrary to God’s call for a Christian 
union.

 Is it our job to send one person to every local church 
in the United States and reform it? It is very easy to look 
on other people and denominations, but what about Zion 
Assembly? Have we all found the  lost link?  Before we can 
find it, we must know and understand what it is. Spurling 
wrote, “Love is the law upon which the church is based, 
written by the Holy Ghost.” Paul wrote in Corinthians 13:2: 
“and though I have the gift of prophecy, and understand all 
mysteries, and all knowledge; and though I have all faith, 
so that I could remove mountains, and have not charity, I 
am nothing.”  Without love in the church we are nothing.  
I say again, “WITHOUT LOVE WE ARE NOTHING.”  
Zion  Assembly must be the church of love if we are going 

to reach those who are lost.   
Romans 13:8, “for he who loves another hath 

fulfilled the law.” Now I ask, have we fulfilled the law? 
Ask yourself, have you fulfilled the law? Do we know and 
fellowship with each other by the law of love? Do we do 
unto others as we would have them do to us?  John wrote, 
“By this shall ALL men know that ye are my disciples, if ye 
have love one to another” (John 13:35).  We must find and 
restore this missing link. What if Bishop Scott Neill, our 
World Mission director, starting preaching heresy? What 
if Bishop Zach Snyder backslid on God?  No doubt our 
Presiding Bishop would step in and take disciplinary action; 
but where in the Bible does it give us an excuse not to love 
them? I understand that we cannot compromise the truth; 
but everything must be done in love. When a member of the 
church talks about you or treats you badly, does that give 
you an excuse to retaliate? Jesus said, “Ye have heard that it 
hath been said, Thou shalt love thy neighbor, and hate thine 
enemy. But I say, unto you, love your enemies, bless them 
that curse you, do good to them that hate you, and pray for 
them which despitefully use you, and persecute you; that 
ye may be the children of your Father which is in heaven.” 
(Mt. 5:43-44) There is no excuse for not loving one another.  
We cannot wait any longer for someone else or some other 
Christian group to restore this link that has been lost.  Paul 
states in Romans 13, “it’s high time to awake out of sleep.” 
Church, it’s high time for Zion Assembly to be known as 
the CHURCH OF LOVE. 

Shepherding Ministries is seeking to restore and to 
maintain this lost link in God’s church. We must love one 
another as Christ has loved us.   
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7th Annual Nigerian Convention

   
 The 7th Annual Convention in Nigeria was a remarkable and glorious event. Prior to the 
convention, the church embarked on a major construction program to renovate and give the church a face-
lift---to enhance its beauty. And this effort was successful. The facilities were attractive to the public.
 The convention went according to schedule November 11-15, 2015. The theme of the convention was “WORKING 
IN THE LIGHT”. The convention was blessed with outpourings of God’s love and power each day: and each day was 
filled with special programs and events---praises, baptisms, preaching, singing, skits, and support ministries programs 
On the opening day the overseer, Bishop Yomi Adekunle, ministered in the Word of God on the topic, “Light in a World 
of Darkness”. He cited Isa. 60:1-3 and explained that light is a form of energy that makes one’s path visible and clear to 
prevent stumbling and falling. Jesus is the “true light” and the “light of the world” (Jn 1:9). He is the light that shines 

in darkness and the “darkness comprehended it 
not” (Jn. 1:5). He then asserted that for a person 
to “shine,” he must know and have Jesus in his 
life. An altar call was then made and several 
people responded to give their life to Christ.
 Bishop Adekunle preached each day 
in the convention and blessed the delegates. 
Three lady evangelists and Gospel singers 
were invited guests to the convention and 
blessed the delegates. On Saturday the church 
arranged to use the government water works at 
Eleyele, Ibadan for a special baptism service.
            Sunday was a glorious day of activities 
and special services. The program was well 
attended by people from different walks of life. 
A great number of ministers graced the occasion, 
particularly the elderly ministers, namely: 
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The 
      Lighter 
              Side

Julie Steele
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Note: We apologize. Due to a clerical oversight 
the Taylors church was not included in the October 
Mission Report. They sent in $812.41.                     
                                                     --Eds.

13

Dr. C.I.A Akinrodoye; Rev. (Dr.) S.O. Aremu; Rev. G. O 
Akinlabi; Bishop Francis A. Taiwo; Rev. S. A Adediran; 
Rev. (Dr.) Omidiran; Pastor E. Oladimeji; Rev. (Dr.) 
Oyeyemi; Pastor Kayode Oyebode; and Rev Agunbiade. 
The children’s auditorium under construction was filled to 
capacity while the main auditorium could not contain half 
of the invited guests. 
           The people were so happy observing what God is 
doing in Zion; and some prophesied that God will lead us to 
a larger expanse of land by this time next year as the church 
continues to grow. The guests and others were served food 
and drinks to refresh them and celebrate the goodness of 
God. The program ended with prayer and benediction. Two sisters, one a blonde and the other a 

brunette, inherited the family ranch. Unfortunately, 
after a few years, they were in financial trouble. In 
order to keep the bank from repossessing the ranch, 
they needed to purchase a bull from the stockyard 
in a far-away town to breed their own stock.
 They only had $600 left of the inheritance. 
Upon leaving, the brunette told her sister, ‘When 
I get there, if I decide to buy the bull, I’ll contact 
you to drive out and we will haul it home.’
 The brunette arrived at the stockyard, inspected 
the bull, and decided to buy it. The man told her that 
he would sell it for $599, no less. After paying him, 
she drove to the nearest town to send her sister a 
telegram to tell her the news. She walked into the 
telegraph office and said, ‘I want to send a telegram 
to my sister telling her that I’ve bought a bull for our 
ranch. I need her to hitch the trailer to our pickup 
truck and drive out here so we can haul it home.’
 The operator explained that he’d be glad to help 
her, but informed her that ‘It costs 99 cents a word.’ 
Well, the brunette had only has $1 left. She realized 
that she’d only be able to send her sister one word.
 After a few minutes of thinking, she nodded and 
said, ‘I want you to send her the word ‘comfortable.’ 
 The operator shook his head and said, 
‘How is she ever going to know that you want 
her to hitch the trailer to your pickup and drive 
out here to haul the bull back to your ranch 
if you only send her the word ‘comfortable?’ 
 The brunette explained, ‘My sister’s a blonde. 
The word is big. She’ll read it very slowly... com-
for-da-bull.’



World Mission Update

Scott E. Neill
World Mission Director

National Overseer Focus
Overseer- Kenya South

Name: Joanes Okal Oboo 
DOB: January 1, 1965
Wife: Norah Achieng Okal 
DOB: September 24, 1978
Address: Box 18 Muhuru-Bay.40409 Kenya
E mail: joanes.okal @yahoo. com 

Children:
Sheryl (18) November 24, 1997
Jane (16) April 12, 1999 
Raphael (14) February 28, 2001
David (12) April 8, 2003
Victor (8) June 12,2007
Joshua (6) March 30, 2009 
Daniel (3) October 1, 2012

Orphans:
Fosine (5) September 25, 2010
Lydia (19) April 6, 1996

Billy Summerlin Called Home
  With a note of sadness we must report the passing 
of Billy Gene Summerlin, the pastor of our church in 
Kosciusko, Mississippi. Billy died suddenly on January 
2nd while he and his wife Patricia were vacationing on the 
Gulf in Wiggins, Mississippi.
 Brother Billy was one of our faithful and 
outstanding ministers. He was converted and baptized 
in water in 1984, and later that year was sanctified and 
baptized with the Holy Ghost. When the church was 
restored and reorganized in 2004, Billy and his wife 
Patricia and his blessed father, Gene, united with Zion 
Assembly. He was ordained a deacon in 2010 and was 
appointed to oversee the Kosciusko church in 2011.

           Billy was outstanding in many 
ways. He was well known among 
us for his excellent disposition and 
charismatic nature; his personality 
was always cheerful and his 
disposition even. Nothing seemed 
to rattle him spiritually---a sign 
that his life was consecrated to 
God. He was a fine musician and 
singer, often singing with his wife 
in conventions and the annual 

General Assemblies. Just this past year he organized a 
program of singers and musicians in the Assembly. He 
was an excellent teacher. He loved the Word of God and, 
like the Psalmist, “meditated in it day and night.”
        Brother Billy was well known and praised by 
his supervisors and fellow employees at the Hunter 
Engineering Company in Kosciusko, several of whom 
attended his funeral. He worked there 40 years, being a 
part of the original group of employees. Beginning his 
career as a welder, he advanced in his company to become 
the Production Control Scheduler in 1995, a position he 
held until his untimely passing.      
 Brother Summerlin’s funeral was an inspiring 
memorial to his victorious life and ministry. His overseer, 
Joel Brooks, with whom he had worked for a number of 
years, was the officiating minister and exhorted from the 
Word of God. The Presiding Bishop, Wade H. Phillips, 
attended the funeral and gave a fitting tribute to his 
outstanding Christian character and testimony. The World 
Mission director, Scott E. Neill, and the overseer of 
the United States, L.W. Carter, also attended and made 
appropriate comments. Many pastors and prominent 
members from around the region attended to celebrate 
Brother Summerlin’s life.
          Billy’s wife, Patricia, his step-son, Roy, and the 
extended family may rest assured of our unceasing 
prayers. Patricia, as a faithful companion, has committed 
herself to continue steadfastly in the work of the Lord and 
His church.                   
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 God had been especially good to the people of Israel. First, He had placed them in a location where the soil 
was extremely rich, and they were furnished with every good delicacy. It was the kind of soil that even the most 
inexperienced farmer could grow an award winning garden. Second, He dug around the entire vineyard. This most 
likely implies that He had fenced Israel in for their own protection as well as to show them how unique and precious 
they were to Him. Third, He removed every stone that might hinder Israel from being able to grow the intended fruit. 
Fourth, He planted the most healthy vines that would produce the most plump and delicious grapes. Fifth, He built 
a tower within the vineyard that could be utilized for protection. A watchman would be able to stand upon the tower 
and be able to see in all directions enemies approaching. Lastly, He built within the vineyard a press that could be 
used to take the grapes and crush them to produce the freshest juice from the fruit. 
 God’s desire was that they produce good fruit in honor to Him. He had given them all the resources necessary 
to do so; yet Israel failed to do it. In fact, their harvest produced only wild and inedible grapes. When God finally 
addressed the situation, He asked a most revealing question: “What more could I have possibly done in order for 
you to produce the fruit that I desired?” Certainly it can be said of any people, that an ungrateful and spiritually lazy 
people like Israel are a disappointment to their Heavenly Father.
 Growing up in West Virginia we often sang a chorus that said, “What more could He do?” Every individual 
that sang that song could have had better clothes, a better home, a better vehicle, better health, a better paying job, 
and a few more material blessings in life. But for them, serving God was not about “things.” In fact, serving God and 
suffering for Him and doing without was done out of love and appreciation for the Christ of Calvary. When we sang 
with deep conviction about all that God had done for us, we realized just how good God had been! He had provided 
every means necessary for us to complete our journey on this earth and to enter into the Royal Courts of Glory.  
 Think of it. When He saved us, the Lord planted us in the most fruitful and blessed vineyard ever created-
--the kingdom of God. Having placed us in His glorious kingdom, He covered us with the blood of His dear Son. 
Through sanctification He removed every stone in our soul that could cause us to fail. Further, He provided the Holy 
Ghost within us to enable us to produce spiritual fruit, and to be set apart from the world. Still further, He gave us a 
tower by which we would be able to study and understand the tricks of the enemy, so that we might be ready to secure 
and protect the vineyard. Finally, he gave us a “press” (life with its many turns and difficulties) so that we might be 
able to yield every good and perfect fruit for His glory and honor. 
            Though often bent, battered, and persecuted we still have the strength needed to complete the work that the 
Father has required of us to do. All in all the child of God is so full of His multiplied graces and blessings that there 
is nothing more that He could give to fulfill and complete us. Let us then sing with every fiber of our being, “I’m 
thankful, that’s all.”
 Until next time, keep singing the Gospel!

 “I’m Thankful, That’s All”*

Words and Music by Bill Shaw 

Devotional Refl ections

“Oh Lord in my heart I have something to tell.  So I’ll start from when on my knees I fell.
 I asked for mercy and that you supplied. Now my sins are forgiven. So I’ve nothing to hide.
Just want to tell you I’m thankful for all you have done: For the birds and the moonlight and the setting sun.
When my work here is done, I’m going home to be with you. Just want to tell you I’m thankful that’s all.
When I feel discouraged you’re there to see me through. Of all the friends I know, there’s none like you.
All my needs you supply. OH it makes me want to cry. Just want to tell you I’m thankful that’s all.

“I’m Thankful, That’s All” *
Zachary Snyder

“What could have been done more to my vineyard, that I have not done in it? wherefore, when 
I looked that it should bring forth grapes, brought it forth wild grapes? (Isaiah 5:4 KJV)

15



Voice of Zion
P.O. Box 2398

Cleveland, TN 37320-2398

NONPROFIT
US POSTAGE

PAID
PERMIT NO. 5

CLEVELAND TN

Volume VI
2014-2015

The Sixth edition of the bound copies of the Voice of Zion
is available for $27.50 plus shipping and handling.

You can purchase all six volumes for $120.00 plus shipping 
and handling.


