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PRESSING FORWARD
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2017

“Brethren, I count not myself to have
apprehended: but this one thing I do,
forgetting those things which are behind,
and reaching forth unto those things
which are before, I press toward the
mark for the prize of the high calling of
God in Christ Jesus”
(Philippians 3.13-14).

Editorials . . .
Another Year . . . to Reach Forth . . .
and Press Toward the Mark

Wade H. Phillips
Presiding Bishop

As we embark on yet another year (can you believe it is 2017!), we are reminded again
of the apostle’s words to the Philippians, “Brethren, I count not myself to have apprehended: but this one thing I do,
forgetting those things which are behind, and reaching forth unto those things which are before, I press toward the
mark . . .” (Phil. 3.13-14). We know the goals, brethren---evangelizing the lost who sit in darkness; baptizing and
teaching believers the “all things” message; gathering the “other sheep” into “one fold”; perfecting the saints; living
and working with expectations of an imminent Rapture; and preparing ourselves to rule and reign with Christ on the
earth for a thousand years! (Mt. 28.19-20; Jn. 10.16; 17.20-23; Eph. 4.11-16; 5.26-27; Mt. 24.44; Lu. 12.40; Col. 1.28;
Rev. 19.7-14; 20.1-5). All of these “marks” are in front of us---prophetic goals yet to be obtained. The meaning of the
apostle’s words to the Philippians seems to be, therefore, that we should not fret over past failures or things that we have
failed to accomplish; nor, on the other hand, to rest in the things that we have accomplished. Behold, the fields are white
already for harvest! And there is much work to do! Let us, then, continue to reach forth and press toward the mark!
One way to think about the “New Year” is to envision it as the unfolding of new opportunities. We should live
and work by faith, and with hope and expectations of going forth and conquering in the name of the Lord---striving
in our labors to fulfill the mission of the church! The New Year marks for us---“the children of the kingdom”---a
new beginning to actualize our dreams and fulfill the prophetic vision of the church; it represents a calendar of new
opportunities to fulfill what we have heretofore envisioned but have failed to fully accomplish; it marks a renewed
resolution to press toward the mark of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus!
Let us then, brethren, “redeem the time” that the Lord has afforded to us. Let us embark upon this new year with a
fresh commitment to evangelize the world with the glorious Gospel of Christ, and go forth with renewed vigor to finish
what we started more than 13 years ago---to rebuild the house of God!

Intercessory Prayer
Joanes Oboo
We appreciate those who have interceded on behalf of Bishop Joanes Oboo, our overseer in southern Kenya.
Brother Oboo broke and severely damaged his leg, above the thigh, in an accident several weeks ago. The local hospital
in Migori put his leg in a cast; but it turned out that he needed surgery for metal plates and screws to be applied. He was
admitted to a more advanced hospital for this to be accomplished. We are bringing our readers and members up-to-date
on his condition so you will know how to pray for our Brother Joanes’ healing and restoration. The International Offices
is assisting him and his family financially as well as in prayer and with words of encouragement.

Haiti
The latest report in regard to our people and churches in Haiti, in the aftermath of the horrific hurricane that ripped
through that island nation in October, is that the situation is now stable; but massive damage was done to buildings
and property that will take months and possibly years to restore. Hundreds lost their lives in the awful tragedy, but
thankfully none of our ministers or members in Zion Assembly were killed or critically injured. Praise the Lord! The
International Offices have assisted our people there financially as well as with unceasing prayers and well wishes.
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“Thy people shall be willing
in the day of thy power, in the
beauties of holiness . . .”
(Ps. 110.3)

The Glorious Church of God
Our Humbling Identity in Christ
Zachary Snyder
Pastor, Goshen, IN
Note: this message was preached on September 10, 2016 during the
13th Annual General Assembly in Cleveland, Tennessee.

“Glorious things are spoken of thee, O City of God”
Psalm 87:3
“the forces of the Gentiles shall be converted unto thee”
(Is. 60.5).
God went on to declare that Zion would become
the spiritual habitation of all truth as a witness for the entire
world. Indeed, this would be an honor and privilege. Israel
was called to be His visible people, His holy nation, to
lift up His “banner of love” to the nations of the world, to
exemplify holiness, and to be a sacred and sanctified body
to carry out His government in the earth.
He would also have them reflect upon
their humble beginnings, reminding
them of His provision and protection.
Why? Because without Him they could
accomplish nothing! He had to have
complete control over His people. For
it wasn’t about them! After all, it didn’t
really matter who Abraham, Isaac, and
Jacob were, but who He is. Unless they
sold out to this truth, God’s message to
them was that they might as well pack up
and go home! It was His plan and His will
that ultimately mattered. If Israel did not
accept this idea, then she would in fact
be rejected; and the “glorious things”
spoken of the Jews by other nations would
be turned into “hisses” (Lamentations
2:15). Israel would become a selfconceited and arrogant people, boasting
about being “the seed of Abraham” rather
than the “seed of Christ,” (cf. Jn. 8.30-44; Gal. 3.16, 22-29).
Sadly, as time progressed, this became the very
case. By the time Christ came, He was rejected by His
own (Jn. 1.11; Mt. 21.33-43; Mk. 12.10-12; 1 Pet. 2.6-7).
Jesus thus revealed the true spiritual condition of those
who at one time had been His devoted and chosen nation.
They were now hypocrites, arrogant, empty, whitewashed
tombs full of dead men’s bones, children of Satan! They
had failed to keep God first in their lives and had become
puffed up with deceitful pride and a false identity. It was no

How beautiful and encouraging this psalm must
have been for the people of Israel. I can imagine them
lifting their voices with great joy and singing (or reciting)
it while in worship! In verses three and six we find the
word “Selah.” This word speaks of the song’s uniqueness,
which is emphasized with a “calmly pause” that signifies
for the reader or listener to “reverently consider” what is
said. Something also that stands out to me is that it isn’t
Israel who spoke these noble, exalting
words about herself and her capital city,
but rather the ONE who founded and
established Jerusalem and the nation
of Israel. For God to look down upon
His people and His holy city with such
favorable expressions was indeed an
exciting proclamation and great honor!
However, it was meant to be, as well, a
humbling tribute---literally a “wake up
call” to be indeed the glorious city of God!
By the time the Israelites came
down from the soul-thrilling rapture
of such an inspiring and prophetic
proclamation, they were indeed reminded
of who they were, who they used to
be, and who they were to become. God
wasn’t finished working on them! And
therefore He consistently reminded them
of their future design, including the fact
that He would open up the holy city “to all
people.” Multitudes of the Gentiles would be led to Zion,
and their children would be said to be “born in her” and
thus that Zion would be their mother (vv 4-6; Gal. 4.26;
Heb.12.22-23; Rev. 3.12). Something more of interest
is that these Gentile nations that come to Zion will have
already been established as nations in their own right, with
government, leaders, and order; but, notwithstanding, by
uniting with Zion in a sacred covenant, they will come
under her theocratic government and divine order, and thus
experience a “second birth.” It is thus that the prophet says:
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longer God speaking glorious things about them, but them
not to do (Romans 11:18-21). As we digressed into this
speaking glorious things about themselves. This was the
thinking, we became preoccupied with A.J. Tomlinson and
reason that Christ made it so clear that the one who “exalts”
his personal revelation on June 13, 1903, the All Nations
himself will be humbled (Luke 18:14)! Listen, it will either
Flag, the marking program (C.P.M.A.), “Fields of the
be God speaking of us favorably because we are fulfilling
Wood,” the Honor Stone program, The White Angel Fleet,
His calling and conforming to His image; or it will be Him
and the list goes on and on.
Additionally, we began to widen the distinctions
distancing Himself from us because of our self-conceit and
pride. This was precisely the condition of Israel at the time
between the kingdom of God and the church of God. When
that Christ came on the scene in the New Testament. Because
presenting this message we often did so in a way that made
of the Jews’ disobedience, Jesus declared, “Therefore say
it seem that those in the kingdom were “second-class”
I unto you, the kingdom of God shall be taken from you
citizens and less spiritual. In doing so, we nearly ruled out
and given to a nation bringing forth the fruits thereof” (Mt.
any contributions that the kingdom saints would bring to
21:43). Paul made this clear in his letters to the Ephesians
the church. Amazingly, this ideology was preached at the
and Galatians, declaring that the New Testament church,
same time the church was declining in spirituality!
I mention these things to warn us that we must
intermingled with Jews and Gentiles, is the true “Israel of
God” (Eph. 2.11-19; 3.5; Gal. 6.16). And Peter says this
continue to be who and what God has called to be---and
visible union of Gentiles and Jews in one body is now
not slip off the Rock! We must continue to defend the faith,
God’s “royal priesthood” and “holy nation” (1 Peter 2:9)!
preach Christ and Him crucified, lift high the standard of
holiness, reveal the
I mentioned
this history so that “God went on to declare that Zion would become entire mystery of
we are all aware of the spiritual habitation of all truth as a witness for Christ and His church,
and continue to live out
what can happen to a
people who disregard the entire world. Indeed, this would be an honor and execute theocratic
God’s
will
and and privilege. Israel was called to be His visible government upon the
earth. While doing
purpose, and go about
to establish their own people, His holy nation, to lift up His ‘banner of love’ this, God will beautify
righteousness
and to the nations of the world, to exemplify holiness, us with His holiness,
us with His
identity. We certainly
and to be a sacred and sanctified body to carry empower
anointing, and favor
don’t want this to
become our history out His government in the earth. He would also us with His blessings!
in Zion Assembly. have them reflect upon their humble beginnings, Yes, “glorious things
will be spoken of
U n f o r t u n a t e l y,
however, we had to reminding them of His provision and protection. thee, O city of God!”
launch a revolution Why? Because without Him they could accomplish But for our sakes and
God’s, let it be Him
in 2004 to reform
from this very kind nothing! He had to have complete control over His who exalts the church
rather than Zion
of thinking. Let me people. For it wasn’t about them!”
saying, “We’re it and
explain. Along the way
you’re not”, for this
in our past we drifted
will not endear the
into this very error;
other sheep we are trying to win. What we should focus on
we overemphasized the church at the expense of exalting
is living out and executing the duties of our covenant, and
Christ, and thus the truth was neglected or distorted. Now I
allowing the Holy Ghost to say, “This is my church.” Let
agree that we should preach the church as well as to preach
Him speak!
Christ, for the prophets and apostles did this; but we failed
And when all is culminated, and the church bears
along the way to put this into proper perspective; for the
perfectly the image of her Lord, we will stand as the Zion
church is exalted only in the light of Christ and in proper
of God---“the Zion of the Holy One” (Is. 60.14). The Lord
relation to Him. To distort this relationship is a subtle error.
will then say, “Well done!” Nations will say, as the queen
But that is exactly what happened! We became puffed
of Sheba did, “The half has not been told.” Until then, let
up in ourselves and God was not pleased. There was an
us soberly and sincerely seek His face, personally and
air of religious haughtiness that permeated the body as a
corporately, so that we might be a people that He will be
whole; indeed there was a time when this spirit spread like
pleased to own and exalt as His glorious Bride (Ps. 45.9-14;
wildfire. We proudly declared that Christ came in order that
Rev. 19.7-8).
we should be exalted over against the Jews and everybody
else! This was the very thing that Paul warned the church
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Arise, Shine:
Let the Glory of the Lord be Seen Upon His Church
Byron Harris
Shepherding Ministries Director
Note: this message was preached on September 9, 2016 during the Shepherding Ministries
Program in the 13th Annual General Assembly in Cleveland, Tennessee.
“Arise, shine; for thy light is come, and the glory of the Lord is risen upon thee. For, behold, the darkness
shall cover the earth, and gross darkness the people; but the Lord shall arise upon thee, and his glory
shall be seen upon thee” (Isaiah 60:1-2).
The prophetic command, “Arise, shine” means to
stand up and let the world see you clothed in His radiant
glory. It indicates that the time of suffering is over and a
new day has dawned for the church---a day in which she
can arise from the dust and command the attention of the
world. We have waited far too long for this prophecy to be
fulfilled; we have wasted too much of God’s time. It’s time
to arise from the dust and let God’s light
shine upon us in all of its brilliance. Arise,
call upon God, and be illuminated!
The prophet Ezekiel spoke to the
wind and to the dry bones in the valley;
and now the Spirit of God is speaking
to our hearts to rise up and let the world
know that God has a people and a church.
Until we rise up and call upon God, we
will never receive the true light of God.
Jesus said, “I am the light of the world”
(Jn. 8.12); but when He was ready to
return to the Father, He turned to His
church, and said, “You are the light of the
world” (Mt. 5.14). In other words, He
was saying, I am the light while I am in the
world; but when I leave, you will be the
light. I will shine through you, My body!
There is nothing more useful
than light; but if the light is hidden it is
useless. Think of a world with no light.
Think of the world without Jesus Christ. Think of the world
without His church manifesting and reflecting His light in
the world!
What Isaiah is saying in our text passage is that the
light and the glory of God will shine upon His church. This
is not just any light, but the divine light that comes from
God, which is illuminated in us by His Spirit. A light only
knows how to do one thing: to shine out and illuminate.
Light drives away darkness. Isaiah says “that darkness
shall cover the earth, and gross darkness the people.” This

darkness seems to be an evolving darkness---a darkness
that will get worse and worse as we approach the coming of
the Lord. In recent years, just when we think that it couldn’t
get any worse, we turn on the news and see the darkness
has gotten darker. In Genesis 6, God told Noah that He
would destroy man from the face of the earth because
“every imagination of the thought of man’s heart is only
continually evil.” What is God saying as
he looks upon the earth now? Is there
not a darkness covering the earth and
the people like never before? But Isaiah
says that during this darkness the Lord’s
light will shine upon His people and His
glory shall be seen upon His church.
“The lord said to Moses, stretch out thine
hand toward heaven, that there may be
darkness over the land of Egypt even
darkness which may be felt. And Moses
stretched forth his hand toward heaven,
and there was a thick darkness in all the
land of Egypt three days. They saw not
one another, neither rose any from his
place for three days: but all the children
of Israel had light” (Ex. 10:21-23).
God’s people will have light, and His
favor and power. Church, listen: the
passage in Isaiah 60 was used so much by our forefathers
because they knew who they were and what their prophetic
destiny was in God. They were not arrogant, nor conceited;
rather it was a boldness that was given to them by the Spirit
of God and the Word of God! Thus Paul was able to say,
that in spite of all the persecution, suffering, and sacrifices,
“I am not ashamed, for I know whom I have believed, and
am persuaded that He is able to keep that which I have
committed unto Him against that day (2 Tim. 1.12). Church,
we have got to know where we stand with God, and we

6

must understand the power given to the church. Too many
acts, and of thy wisdom: Howbeit I believed not
times when trouble arises and things are not going our way,
their words, until I came, and mine eyes had seen
we start doubting God. Zion Assembly is trying to build
it: and, behold, the one half of the greatness of
something that the devil does not like; and he is trying to
thy wisdom was not told me: for [you exceed] the
disrupt our progress. The church will suffer persecution, to
fame that I heard. Happy are thy men, and happy
be sure; for Jesus said, “if they hate me, they will hate you.”
are thy servants, which stand continually before
They will hate you because of His light shining within
thee, and hear thy wisdom” (2 Chron. 9:3-7).
us. It’s not my light. It’s not your light, but the light that
comes from heaven, that burns in our souls. Paul said, “I
What do visitors see when they enter into our churches?
KNOW.” Church, are you confident in your walk with God,
Do they see something different? Something special? Do
and the power He has given to the church? Can you hear
they see in our churches what the Queen of Sheba saw
the confidence in Paul’s
“ Zion Assembly is trying to build something that the devil in Solomon’s temple?
voice, the reassurance
Do they see our people
that he had? When a does not like; and he is trying to disrupt our progress. The loving one another and
person is full of God church will suffer persecution, to be sure; for Jesus said, respecting one another?
and the Holy Ghost, ‘if they hate me, they will hate you.’ They will hate you “Happy are thy men.”
there is no fear! Paul because of His light shining within us. It’s not my light. People are not happy in
said, “God has not given It’s not your light, but the light that comes from heaven, a church that is divided.
to us the spirit of fear,
People are not happy
and that burns in our souls. Paul said, ‘I KNOW.’ Church, when there is no love and
but of POWER, and of
LOVE, and of A SOUND are you confident in your walk with God, and the power respect for one another.
MIND” (2 Tim. 1.7). He has given to the church? Can you hear the confidence People are not happy
“The Lord is my light in Paul’s voice, the reassurance that he had? When a in disorder and a lack
and my salvation; whom person is full of God and the Holy Ghost, there is no fear! of discipline. When the
shall I fear?” (Ps. 27.1)
Paul said, ‘God did not give us the spirit of fear, but of queen saw the joy and
Help us Lord! There
love and divine order in
is no fear or doubt in a POWER, and of LOVE, and of A SOUND MIND’ (2 Tim. the ministers and people
Holy Ghost-filled man 1.7). ‘The Lord is my light and my salvation; whom shall I of God, it moved her.
or woman. The holy fire fear?’ (Ps. 27.1) Help us Lord! There is no fear or doubt There must be love and
of God burning within in a Holy Ghost-filled man or woman. The holy fire of God respect and a unity of
our souls removes burning within our souls removes all doubt and all fear.” our hearts and souls in
all doubt and all fear.
the house of God (Acts
4.32). Church, the world
“Now when they saw the boldness of Peter and John, and
may hear us, but do our actions back up our words? Actions
perceived that they were unlearned and ignorant men, they
must verify our testimony if we will have a convicting and
marveled; and they took knowledge of them, that they had
positive impact on the world!
been with Jesus” (Acts 4:13).
“By this shall all men know that ye are my disciples, if ye
have love one to another” (Jn. 13:35). Our love for one
The people marveled. They were amazed, awestruck.
another will prove to the world that we are true followers
This was not a normal boldness. It was a holy boldness to
of Christ. The Queen of Sheba said she heard about it but
stand up against the darkness and to let the light of Jesus
that she did not believe until she saw with her own eyes;
shine out. The people acknowledged “that [the believers]
then she was able to say “behold, the half was not told
had been with Jesus.” We need to tap into this holy zeal and
me: thy wisdom and prosperity exceedeth the fame which
fire from heaven, so that when the world sees us they will
I heard.” Hearing the fantastic reports drew the queen to
perceive that we have been with Jesus.
come and see; but the evidence of the testimony convinced
and changed her. Church, we believe a great revival and a
“And when the queen of Sheba had seen the
great increase in the church is surely coming; but we must
wisdom of Solomon, and the house that he had
be the instruments of that revival and increase. The revival
built, And the meat of his table, and the sitting of
is waiting on us! And when the revival comes, the inflow
his servants, and the attendance of his ministers,
will come! And the fire of that revival will be the love of
and their apparel; his cupbearers also, and their
God burning in our souls, and overflowing in charity one to
apparel; and his ascent by which he went up into
the other (1 Cor. 13.2).
the house of the LORD; there was no more spirit
in her. And she said to the king, It was a true
report which I heard in mine own land of thine
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YOUTH CONVENT

Boldness: Showing or requir
The Eastern youth convention was held in the
beautiful city of Pulaski, Tennessee.

It was an exciting time in the presence of our Lord--a time of worship, learning, preaching and fellowship.
This year’s theme was “BOLDNESS” taken from the story
of Stephen in Acts 6.8-10---a man “full of faith and the
Holy Ghost”. Our young people are facing some incredible
opposition in these last days. The spirit of antichrist is
taking hold on seemingly every facet of society. But like
Stephen we can rise up in the power of the Holy Ghost
and stand against the current of evil that is sweeping the
land. We can be light in the darkness. Our young people
have to know that we can lead consecrated and holy lives
when others say it’s impossible: Matthew 19:26 says “But
Jesus beheld them, and said unto them, With men this is
impossible; but with God all things are possible”.
One of the breakout sessions focused on leading a
bold life of true worship, being unafraid to live out our
faith in a practical way against all opposition. The apostle
Paul reminds us in Romans 12.2 to “not be conformed to
this world but to be transformed by the renewing of your
mind”. Boldness in God is important; not human strength
but supernatural power that comes down from Heaven itself.
The general sessions were led by talented and
anointed worship leaders from different churches, such
as West Mobile, Pulaski, Hesperia and Lancaster to
name a few; It was evident that the people had prepared
themselves for these meetings, having touched the throne
of God through prayer. On both sides of the United States,
there was a sweet and powerful Spirit leading us into
the presence of the Lord. Our youth did not want to stop
praising God and shouting to the heavens that Christ is
Lord! Our International Youth director preached a message
from Daniel 3, emphasizing that the three Hebrew young
men did not cower to the demands of a King who declared
that, if they refused to worship him, he would have them
thrown into a fiery furnace. The response of Shadrach,
Meshach, and Abed-nego was, “O Nebuchadnezzar, we
are not careful to answer thee in this matter. If it be so, our
god whom we serve is able to deliver us from the burning
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TION HIGHLIGHTS

ring a fearless, daring spirit!
The Pacific Coast youth convention was held in
the beautiful city of Rialto, California.
fiery furnace, and he will deliver us out of thine hand, O
king. But if not, be it known unto thee, O king, that we will
not serve thy gods, nor worship the golden image which
thou hast set up.”
Brother Miguel encouraged us to seek the unknown
depths of God, and to move in boldness to preach the Gospel
to everyone and everywhere!
A few of our bishops also ministered to the youth.
Bishops Zachary Snyder and Pete Sarry both preached
timely and anointed messages that challenged us to manifest
Christ in our lives and to boldly witness for Him. We were
also blessed to have our Presiding Bishop minister in the
Tennessee convention. He preached a powerful message
on Sunday morning regarding being truly born-again. The
Lord moved on hearts, and the altar was crowded with the
delegates seeking God.
In the Pacific Coast convention we had the privilege
of having Brother Trevor Graves with us. He performed in
concert and led in worship, and also preached a message
on Friday night that prompted a mighty altar service. The
sweet spirit of worship was evident and strong as we began
to worship God during the Saturday afternoon session. Our
International director felt led to pray for those that were
sick, including himself. We prayed and the Lord began to
move: a freedom to worship filled the place. Testimonies
shared afterwards indicated that those individuals who
were prayed for were healed, and prayers were answered.
Praise the Lord!
Kari Snyder and Veronica Rodriguez along with
Pastors Derrick McBride and Roberto Lopez did a fine job
teaching during the breakout sessions Saturday morning.
They were all used mightily by God.
Our hope and expectation is that “Boldness” will
not be just a convention theme, but that the spirit of it will
remain throughout the year; and inspire our ministers and
churches to reach out to the lost and the “other sheep” to
build the House of God! To God be ALL the glory!
Miguel Garcia Jr., reporter

9

Presiding Bishop given Special Recognition by Church of God
Receives the Charles W. Conn Historical Writing Award

I was privileged to attend, with several of our ministers and members in Zion
Assembly, the History and Heritage Week” sponsored by the Historical Commission
and International Offices of the Church of God in Cleveland, Tennessee on October
25-27, 2016. The Presiding Bishop was the guest speaker for the opening service
held in the Chapel of the Church of God’s Pentecostal Theological Seminary (see his
message on pp.11-14).
After introducing the Presiding Bishop that morning, Dr. David Roebuck then
announced that he was selected to receive the “Charles W. Conn Historical Writing
Award” for 2014-2016. He noted that “on the occasion of each International General
Assembly [which is held bi-annually], the Historical Commission selects a book it
deems ‘the most outstanding published contribution to Church of God history and
heritage.’ The Church of God International Executive Council established the award
in 2002 in honor of long-time church historian Dr. Charles W. Conn. The award is
intended to encourage the writing and publication of books and articles related to the
history and heritage of the Church of God (Cleveland, Tennessee).”
The tribute to Bishop Phillips included a $1000 cash award.

Marie S. Crook
International Office Secretary

New Minister and Wife unite with Zion
Dale Code and his wife, Penny, united with the church on October
18, 2016 in their home in Alexandria, Virginia. Our U.S. overseer,
Bishop L. W. Carter was on hand to administer the covenant.
Brother Code had contacted the Presiding Bishop about 16 months
ago. He had become acquainted with Brother Phillips years ago at
Headquarters in our former fellowship. He was at that time a member
of one of the local churches in Cleveland. It was about that time also
that Brother Code became a Chaplin in the military and thereafter
served honorably, retiring after a distinguished career.
Brother Code shared with the Presiding Bishop that he still
believed in the “old landmarks” of the church, and was disappointed
with many of the changes made in recent years, and was especially
disillusioned by the compromises. He asked for us to pray for him and
his family, that the Lord would direct their paths and reveal to them the way they should go.
After several months of relevant quiet, Brother Code contacted Brother Carter. Arrangements were then made for
Brother Carter to visit with them in their home in Alexandria. After about a two hour conversation and consultation, Brother
and Sister Code expressed a desire to unite with Zion. Their memberships have been placed in the Roanoke church.
Sister Code and her daughter work at the PX at Fort Belvor. Brother Code desires to get a mission started in the
Alexandria area. He and his family covet our prayers.
L. W. Carter
US overseer, reporter
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“Our Forefathers’ Vision of the Church and its Mission
in the Context of the Pentecostal Baptism”
Wade H. Phillips
Note: This message was preached on October 25, 2016 at the Church of God’s Pentecostal Theological
Seminary in Cleveland. The Presiding Bishop was the special guest speaker for the occasion of the Church
of God’s History and Heritage Week October 25-27, 2016.
Quest to Restore God’s House was chosen as the
more immediate fulfillment in what was going on with the
title for this projected three-volume history of the Church
Chaldeans and Judah’s captivity, but they saw its more far
of God because it captures, in a few words, the underlying
reaching fulfillment in the Gospel Age and especially in
vision that fueled the imagination of our forefathers and
the very last days of the Gospel Age. It was this special
foremothers in the late nineteenth- and early twentieth
revelation of the Bible church and the full Gospel message
century; and it remained thereafter the chief aim of R.G.
that they sunk their teeth into and held on as tenaciously as
Spurling, A .J. Tomlinson, and the whole first generation
an English-bred bull dog does when he sinks his teeth into
of Church of God ministers and members.
his victim! And this made them in another prophet’s words,
This quest to restore the form and spirit of the
“terrible [awesome] as an army with banners!”
Our forefathers’ original vision of the churchapostolic church explains in large measure the zeal that
drove our pioneers so passionately and “furiously toward
--which they believed was one and the same with Jesus’
the goal! (to quote a phrase by Tomlinson). It gives insight
and the prophets’ and apostles’ vision---is spelled out
plainly in Spurling’s little book
into the spirit and mindset
The Lost Link [composed
that made them so willing
to suffer persecution and to
beginning about 1897, but not
deprive themselves of many
“Oh, may some wise and noble one published until 1920] and in
of the comforts of life, and
Tomlinson’s The Last Great
Complete
the
work
we
have
begun,
on occasion even to sacrifice
Conflict [written beginning
Oh, may it catch on every pen,
and deprive their families of
about 1910 and published in
the basic necessities of life.
1913]. In fact, it is impossible
And
trace
the
isles
from
end
to
end,
to write an insightful and
For they believed they had
And turn each foe into a friend,
received a revelation from
accurate account of the Church
God that gave them special
And into one God’s children blend.” of God’s history without a
insight into the very nature of
thorough and contemplative
---R.G. Spurling
reading of these two basic
the church and its prophetic
message; and, further, that
sources: for they reveal not
this revelation---or ‘vision’
only vital information found
as they called it---came with a special anointing and
nowhere else about the origin and early development of the
ordination, and a renewed sense of obligation to fulfill the
church, but also the church’s remarkable transformation
imperative command to proclaim ‘the vision’ to the ends
from being basically Spurlingian to Tomlinsonian in regard
of the earth. As such, they believed they were fulfilling the
to its nature, polity, and vision.
divine commission given by the Lord through the prophet
One can feel the heartthrob of Spurling as he penned
in the form of a poem his last lines in The Lost Link:
Habakkuk:
“ . . . write the vision, and make it plain upon
tables [billboards], that he may run who reads it.
For the vision is yet for an appointed time, but at
the end it shall speak, and not lie: though it tarry,
wait for it; because it will surely come, it will not
tarry” (Hab. 2.2-3).

Oh, may some wise and noble one
Complete the work we have begun,
Oh, may it catch on every pen,
And trace the isles from end to end,

They knew of course that Habakkuk’s prophecy had a
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And turn each foe into a friend,
And into one God’s children blend.

In sharp contrast to the spirit and vision of Spurling,
on earth, yet it became plain in the months and years
particularly in the context of his small and loosely-knit
ahead that Tomlinson viewed the purpose of this divine
fellowship of churches in Christian Union in the 1890s,
government and institution in a radically different way
Tomlinson wrote his The Last Great Conflict about fifteen
from Spurling.
years later in the context of having become the General
Spurling saw the church’s government and structure
Overseer of a flourishing international organization with
as a divine gift to safeguard each person’s right to interpret
centralized government and
the Scriptures for one’s self,
discipline, and a developing
and to set at liberty each
hierarchical structure of
person to follow his own
“Oh, for a million men who would
administration. But more
conscience. Not surprisingly,
significantly, in contrast to
it turns out upon close
fear nothing but God, filled with such
Spurling’s Baptist-oriented
examination that there was
holy zeal and Godly courage, that they
and broad evangelical frame
actually no government over
of reference, Tomlinson
or between the local churches
could all together burst forth under
wrote from the perspective
in Christian Union, and the
the power of this mighty baptismal
of a church that had been
cherished concept of radical
swept into the radical wing
individualism left little
fire and rush to every quarter of the
of the Holiness-Pentecostal
room for any government
globe like mad men, declaring the
Movement in 1898-1900;
and discipline even within
and thus many, if not most,
each of the independent
Gospel of the Son of God, until every
of the members had been
local churches. Tomlinson,
tribe,
kindred,
tongue
and
people
baptized with the Holy
on the other hand, saw the
could hear, and thus end this Last
Ghost and fire by the time
government and discipline
he joined the church in
of the church as the means
Great
Conflict!”
June 1903. Then under his
to facilitate and develop a
---A.J. Tomlinson
leadership in the ensuing
corporate conscience, or an
years, the Church of God
ecclesiastical conscience,
was fully immersed into the
if you will; in which each
classical Pentecostal tradition.
person’s conscience would be
Again, in contrast with Spurling’s emphases in The
immersed in the full Gospel “vision” through corporate
Lost Link on personal freedom, brotherly love, and a radical
counsel, reason, worship, a careful study together of the
form of democratic churchism, Tomlinson concludes his Last
Holy Scriptures, and especially through the manifest
Great Conflict with these powerful and convicting words:
power, operations, and gifts of the Holy Ghost; and thereby
brought into harmony with the singular Mind of Christ (1
“I expect my life to count for God and humanity
Cor. 2.9-16; see also Mt. 3.11; Jn. 14.26; 15.26; 16.13-16;
in this last great conflict, as we wage a warfare
1 Cor. 12.13; et al). In turn, he believed this was the means
against sin and satan; false teaching, infidelity,
not only to form the visible church of the Bible, but to fulfill
higher criticism and the evolution theory.”
the church’s ecumenical purpose---to gather together all of
God’s people and immerse them into the one visible and
Then he waxed more eloquent saying,
universal body of Christ, as a witness on earth of the unity
of the three persons of the Godhead (Jn. 10.16; 11.49-52;
“Oh, for a million men who would fear nothing
17.6-9, 20-23; Rom. 15.5-6; 1 Cor. 1.10; Eph. 1.10; 2.11but God, filled with such holy zeal and Godly
19; 4.11-16; Phil. 3.16; et al.).
Time won’t allow us here to pursue these intriguing
courage, that they could all together burst forth
under the power of this mighty baptismal fire and
distinctions further, so I will refer you to the first volume of
rush to every quarter of the globe like mad men,
Quest where these distinctions have been elaborated upon
declaring the Gospel of the Son of God, until
with more detail. I want here rather to point out another
every tribe, kindred, tongue and people could
important doctrine that Spurling taught Tomlinson, which
hear, and thus end this Last Great Conflict!”
further solidified his understanding of the church, namely,
the doctrine of the kingdom of God as a distinct spiritual
It was thus that the Church of God was transformed from
realm of existence apart from the visible church; though
being Spurlingian to Tomlinsonian. For though Spurling was
clearly these two entities are designed by the Lord to interact,
instrumental in giving to Tomlinson the basic understanding
and for each to serve the purpose of the other. That’s why
of the church as a divine institution and visible government
Jesus said, Upon this rock I will build My church . . . And
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I will give unto thee the keys of the Kingdom.
The kingdom, said Spurling, is invisible and
something within every child of God; whereas the church
is a visible union of three or more persons formed on the
basis of a verbal church covenant (see Link, pp. 40, 44-45).
A sinner is born into the kingdom through regeneration,
whereas a believer is added to the church by a verbal
church covenant (cp. Jn. 3.3-8 with
Acts 2.47). The kingdom comes not
with observation; it is like the wind
blowing in a tree or wherever it will
(Lu. 17.20-21; Jn. 3.8), so that one
cannot say, lo here, or there! For,
behold, the kingdom of God is within
you; whereas lo here, or lo, there! is
precisely what one might say about the
church. You can even write letters to the
church, e. g., Unto the church of God
at Corinth (1 Cor. 1.2; 2 Cor. 1.1): for
the church is a visible body of believers
set in order in specific locations. Thus
by its very nature, the church may be
seen by the natural eye. It is a city that
is set on a hill that cannot be hid!--a body, a bride, a temple, a building,
an ekklesia, an assembly of flesh and
blood people! The members of the
church are as visible and incorporated
together as the branches on a vine;
and though the members are added
intrinsically to the church by the Spirit of God, yet they
are grafted in externally through human instrumentality
(Mt. 16. 18-19; Rom. 11.17-24). Thus Paul says to the
Corinthians, I have espoused [harmonized you together]
to one husband (1 Cor. 11.2). This is why a sinner or a false
prophet according to Paul and Jude is able to creep into the
church unawares (Gal. 2.4; Jude 4); whereas only born
again believers can enter into the kingdom of God (Jn.
3.3-8). Jesus said plainly, Except a man be born again he
cannot . . . enter into [eis] the Kingdom of God (vv. 3-5).
These distinctions---taught to him by Spurling--greatly helped Tomlinson forge his theology of the church
and its ministry and mission. Having been a Quaker,
Tomlinson had believed up to that time that one was bornagain into the church. But he testified on several occasions
after that, that “Brother Spurling knocked that idea out of
me in five minutes.” Yet what Tomlinson had done with
his new understanding of the nature and character of the
church, he did also with his new understanding of the
nature and essential principles of the kingdom of God; that
is, he further theologized and interpreted what Spurling had
taught him in a Pentecostal context, or rather in light of the
Pentecostal baptism.
For Tomlinson, the kingdom of God was now no

longer simply a realm of peace and righteousness obtained
through regeneration, but a mighty baptismal fire burning
in his soul---a taste of the powers of the world to come!
(Heb. 6.4-5). It was a baptism of power anointing and
enabling believers to wage war against demonic powers
and spiritual wickedness in high places. It was the means
for greater illumination and enlightenment, for:
“Eye hath not seen, nor ear
heard, neither has it entered into
the heart of man, the things that
God has prepared for them that
love him. But God has revealed
them unto us by His Spirit: for the
Spirit searches all things, yea, the
deep things of God. For what man
knows the things of a man, save
the spirit of man which is in him?
even so the things of God knows
no man, but the Spirit of God.
Now we have received, not the
spirit of the world, but the Spirit
which is of God; that we might
know the things that are freely
given to us of God (1 Cor. 2.9-12).
It is plain that the Spirit illuminates;
but He does much more. For our
Church of God pioneers, the baptism
with the Holy Ghost was not just a
power to know, but a power to go! And not just a power to
go, but a power to glow, a power to show!---to show forth
the praises of Him who had called you out of darkness
into His marvelous light! (1 Pet. 2.9).
It was not just for the display of speaking in tongues
and spiritual and charismatic gifts, but rivers of living waters
springing up from your belly unto everlasting life---and
flowing out from the church to manifest the glory of God!
Now when our illustrious pioneers consecrated
themselves, they expected to see sinners melt in the fiery
presence of the Lord: for our God is a consuming fire!
And thus they endeavored to cultivate such a spiritual
atmosphere of the Spirit’s power and convicting presence
in their worship services; expecting to see in their meetings
what Paul envisioned in the Corinthian church, “ . . . and
when one who is unlearned and believes not comes in
[among you], he will be convinced of all, and judged of
all: and the secrets of his heart made manifest; and so
falling down on his face he will worship God, and report
that God is in you of a truth (1 Cor. 14. 24-25). This was
the way the early pioneers of the Church of God understood
and practiced Pentecostalism! And this was years before
the revival broke out at Azusa Street in Los Angeles, and
at least two years before the meeting in Topeka, Kansas,
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in January 1901. The only thing that these two celebrated
meetings added to the experience of the Church of God’s
pioneers was the “initial evidence” doctrine of speaking in
tongues!
Notwithstanding the truth about initial evidence, I
believe a case can be made that the emphasis on speaking
in tongues tended in one way to take away from the
mighty outpourings of the Spirit that were showered
down upon our Church of God pioneers in 1898-1900
and thereafter. For the emphasis before had been on
deeper experiences into God---deeper baptisms of power;
deeper baptisms into Holiness; deeper plunges into the
remote regions of the Godhead! Being immersed by Christ
with the white-hot fire of the Holy Ghost into the very
depths of God the Father. The Pentecostal baptism was a
dynamo of divine energy that enabled one to explore the
unfathomable depths of the intra-Trinitarian life!
Our early pioneers believed and sought for such
profound experiences in God, that they would be enabled
to recognize through the Spirit the distinct persons in the
Godhead while in prayer and meditation. And their spiritual
aim was to always commune with the Father through the
Son in the Holy Ghost!
But Spirit-baptism was still more. It was
empowerment to more forcefully and with greater conviction
denounce sin and ungodliness; to reprove spiritual error
and theological heresy; a power to challenge the status
quo of weak and apathetic ministers, and lukewarm and
indifferent professors of religion who showed no signs
of the fruit of repentance and regeneration. It was an
empowerment to expose error and deception and illuminate
truth and righteousness! It was a prophetic gift that enabled
the Spirit-baptized believers to cry out,

and powerful energy of the Holy Ghost, in order for the
church to fulfill its mission in the world!
I’ve noticed on the program that the focus
tonight will be on the outpourings of the Spirit at Azusa
Street in Los Angeles and beyond. But here is one of the
essential differences between what happened here in
Cleveland and out in the mountains about 50 miles east
from here in 1898-1900, and what happened at Azusa Street
in 1906-1910 more than eight years later. It is true that there
was a mighty outpouring of the Spirit in Los Angeles, and
that it was more widespread initially than the outpourings
in Coker Creek, Camp Creek and here in Cleveland. But
I will argue that this was because of the advantage of a
much greater population in Los Angeles and the advantage
of newspapers that carried the fascinating news of the
happenings at the Azusa Street Mission.
But a more significant difference is that the
mighty outpourings at Azusa Street lasted with intensity
little more than 3 years---and then the whole work fizzled
out and finally disintegrated (though many of the Spiritbaptized saints were scattered and wound up in various
religious organizations and independent sects); whereas,
the outpourings in the Church of God in Cleveland and
the surrounding areas continued for more than a hundred
years. Admittedly, the outpourings in recent years have not
been with the intensity of the first sixty or seventy years;
yet overall the people affected by the Holiness-Pentecostal
message of the Church of God far outnumber those at Azusa
Street; and the effect of these outpourings, having been
channeled and conditioned through the divine government
and ministry of the church, has been more stable and farreaching throughout the world.
I attribute this to Spurling’s vision of a visible, concrete
church with government and discipline, and Tomlinson’s
further development of it---the very thing that William J.
Seymour rejected at Azusa Street. So when controversy,
strife, dissention, and divisive ideas permeated the Azusa
mission, there were no mechanisms---no “governments
and helps”---to bring things back to order. And though
Seymour was personally and otherwise an anointed and
mighty man of God, yet his stature and position as a leader,
as it turned out, being framed merely in the context of an
independent mission, militated against his ability to correct,
reprove, and rebuke troublemakers and unruly persons who
desired to disrupt and destroy the mission. And so they did.
What happened in Cleveland and what happened
in Los Angeles is the difference between an independent
“mission” and the establishment of a Bible “church” with
government, divine order, and discipline.

“Awake, awake, put on strength, O arm of the Lord;
awake as in the Ancient days . . . “Awake, awake;
put on thy strength, O Zion; put on your beautiful
garments . . . Shake thyself from the dust; arise,
and sit down (arise from the dust of your captivity
and sit on your royal throne. Take your seat as the
anointed of the Lord!)
Our Church of God pioneers had “another spirit”, like was
upon Joshua and Caleb in the wilderness, crying out, we
are well able to go over and possess the land! Like the
spirit that came upon Caleb when he was 85 years old,
enabling him to persist and press forward in faith, saying,
Now therefore give me this mountain!
So we see that the Lord used Spurling to restore
the visible form of the church, and Tomlinson and others
to more fully flesh it out; but the outpourings of the Holy
Ghost enabled them and thousands of other Church of God
ministers under their leadership to fill the form with the
spiritual substance of the Kingdom---with the dynamics

Just a few things to think about.
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Continued from Editorial page

The

Philippines
A typhoon hit the northern coast of the Philippine
Islands in late October where we have several churches.
The national overseer, Domingo Resurreccion, reports
that none of our people were killed or injured, but some
physical damage was done on buildings and property. He
has requested prayer for the restoration of the work and the
encouragement of the people.

Lighter

Side

Julie Steele
Rat Out Grandma
During Thanksgiving dinner, my young niece Mackenzie
started fiddling with my father’s wedding band. Dad
said, “That never comes off. You know why? Because I
love your nana.”

Daily Intercessions
Most of our members and Voice of Zion readers
know that the Presiding Bishop and General Staff take time
together each day to intercede in prayer for all of the requests
that come into the International Offices. This prayer time is
preceded by Scripture reading and reports from around the
world. We encourage our ministers and members, therefore,
to notify the offices of any praise reports that you have,
and any prayer requests that we might intercede for God’s
miraculous intervention in behalf of the particular needs.

That’s when MaKenize informed him, “Nana takes hers
off.”
Elizabeth Veldboom, New Braunfels, Texas

On the Seventh Day, God Got Paid
In church, my three-year-old son insists on being the
one to put the money into the collection basket. One
Sunday, as the basket came toward him, he held out the
envelope and asked aloud, “When is God coming to
pick up his paycheck?”

“Praying always with all prayer and supplication
in the Spirit, and watching thereunto with all
perseverance and supplication for all saints”
(Eph. 6.18).

Chris Allen, St. Louis, Missouri

Hear No Evil

“We give thanks to God and the Father of our Lord
Jesus Christ, praying always for you” (Col. 1.3).

It was a typical noisy dinner at my parents’ home, and
Dad was having trouble following the conversations.
He kept jumping in with off-topic comments and asking
for things to be repeated. I finally told him he needed to
get a hearing aid.

“Ye also helping together by prayer for us . . .”
(2 Cor. 1.11).
“Peter therefore was kept in prison: but prayer
was made without ceasing of the church unto
God for him . . . And, behold, the angel of the
Lord came upon him . . . And his chains fell off
from his hands . . . And the angel said . . . Follow
me. And [Peter] went out, and followed him . .
. When they were past the first and the second
ward, they came unto the iron gate that leads to
the city; which opened to them of his own accord:
and they went out, and passed on through one
street; and forthwith the angel departed from
him” (Acts 12.5-10).

Looking at me as if I were crazy, he said, “What would
I do with a hand grenade?”
Pat Tornatore, St. Louis, Missouri

Not Very Attentive
We were in a restaurant, perusing the menu, when I let
my husband know that he rarely paid attention to me
when I spoke. Well, of course he disagreed, so we went
back to reading our menus in chilly silence. After a few
uncomfortable minutes, I said, “I think I’m getting a
headache.”

“Be careful [anxious] for nothing; but in
every thing by prayer and supplication with
thanksgiving let your requests be made known
unto God” (Phil 4.6).

He responded, “Go ahead, sweetheart; get whatever
you want.”
Angel Salamanca, via e-mail
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