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What does the future hold for America:
Greatness or Doom? Blessings or Judgment?
(see inside pp. 2,4-7)

Manhattan, New York City

Reports on Children’s Day
(see inside pp.8-11)

Editorials . . .
Can America be Great Again?
With the up-coming celebration of the birth of the United States on July 4, 1776, some 241 years ago, we are
taking advantage of the occasion to call attention to America’s backsliding condition and the consequences of falling
away from her Judeo-Christian roots and unique biblical tradition as a secular nation. Can the rich Christian tradition of
America be restored? Can America become great again? Will she hear and respond in faith to the call of the Holy Spirit
to repent? The Presiding Bishop’s message (see pp. 4-7) attempts to answer these questions.
In connection with these thoughts, we are introducing a movement that seems sincerely dedicated to the task of
restoring America’s Christian heritage through prayer. The name of this ministry is “Awake America.” The Presiding
Bishop participated in a morning session of this group about six weeks ago and came away favorably impressed.
This group of ministers, churches, city officials, and concerned citizens came together from various backgrounds
and several counties in Tennessee, Georgia, and North Carolina with a manifest desire and obvious sense of divine
urgency to intercede in behalf of this nation. We prayed together for over an hour on various topics related to the
restoration of America---the civil government, the various departments of the government, rulers, families, churches
and communities.
We do not hesitate to recommend this organization, and to encourage our people to participate in these prayer
services going on across the nation. I have committed myself to participate in these meetings whenever I’m in town and
afforded the opportunity.

Children’s Day
We are happy to share with our readers some of the good reports we have received in regard to the celebration
of Children’s Day on June 4th. Several churches sponsored a Vacation Bible School in connection with Children’s Day,
that is, the VBS climaxed with a grand finale on Children’s Day. Some of the pastors allowed the children to organize
and direct the entire Sunday morning service.

Youth Camps and State Conventions
Good reports have been coming into the International Office from the camp directors and state overseers in regard
to their respective camps and conventions. Most of these will be reported in the next issue of the paper.

Up-coming General Assembly
The theme of the General Assembly this year is “Show the House to the House,” taken from Ezekiel 43.10-11.
Several thoughts from this theme will be explored and developed in the course of the Assembly week. The dates of the
Assembly are September 5-10. The venue is the United Christian Church: 2200 Peerless Road, Cleveland, TN.
Assembly Prayer Day is set for August 13th, but of course we are encouraging our people to pray everyday and
unceasingly till the gavel is brought down officially to open this important event. Assembly Prayer Day is designated as
such in order for us to unite together with “one voice” throughout the world to intercede for a mighty move of God.

Promoting the International Office Expansion and Bible College
I was pleased to learn a few days ago, while in the state convention in West Virginia for the Mid East region, that
Dave Ashley, a prominent deacon in the Idamay church, has been making some effort to promote the Bible College in
that region. He visited several businessmen and businesses in the Fairmont and Mannington areas and came away with
several hundred dollars in donations. He used the brochure prepared for this purpose, and it definitely helped to inspire
the people to give. I trust others will catch Brother Ashley’s zeal and follow his example .
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“If my people, which are called by
my name, shall humble themselves,
and pray, and seek my face, and
turn from their wicked way; then
will I hear from heaven, and forgive
their sin, and will heal their land.”
(1 Chron. 7.14).

Will America Become Great Again?
Wade H. Phillips

In the July 2009 issue of the Voice of Zion,
I wrote a lengthy article titled, “America--The Secret of Her Greatness: A Tribute
and a Warning.” Our intention at that
time was to accentuate the biblical
principles and ideals that had made
America great in the past in order
to recapture and embody those
principles and ideals again---to
revive the original American
Dream and spirit, that of a
“City Upon a Hill.” Yet
now eight years later, we
are more desperately in
need than ever of a revival
of our spiritual roots and
the restoration of our
original vision. The
tide of lawlessness and
immorality continues
to
rise
unabated
across this land. Graft,
greed,
escalating
blasphemy, profanity,
violence,
injustice,
sinful
addictions
of
every
stripe,
legalized
abortions,
the disintegration of
marriage and the family,
the abominable practice
of gender manipulation
and transsexual mutilations,
various forms of fornication
and unbridled lusts including
homosexuality and bestiality,
and now ancient pagan ideas
and practices are sweeping the
country. All of these evils are
deforming the nation in the most
grotesque way. America as a whole is
skidding rapidly backwards, seemingly
ignorant of the divine maxim:

“Righteousness exalts a nation: but sin is a
reproach to any people” (Prov. 14.34).
It is becoming increasingly difficult
to celebrate with sincere Christian
conviction the Fourth of July---the
birth of America: for the ancient
landmarks upon which this
nation was conceived and
founded 241 years ago have
been either removed or
radically modified in recent
decades to conform to the
idolatry, abominations,
ungodliness, shameful
indecencies, and “spirit
of disobedience” now
flooding the country.
That the Founding
Fathers
originally
conceived
and
established the United
States upon JudeoChristian principles
is a glaring fact that
cannot be successfully
repudiated.
From
the time the Pilgrims
boarded the Mayflower
in September 1620
and landed at what
is now Provincetown
Harbor near Plymouth
in
Massachusetts
on
November
21,
1620,
Americans envisioned a “a
city set upon a hill”---a city in
which they could worship God
in truth, proclaim righteousness,
and promote Christian principles
and “justice for all.” Consider the
Mayflower Compact agreed upon in
1620:
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“We, whose names are underwritten, the
loyal subjects of our dread sovereign Lord,
King James, by the grace of God . . . for
the glory of God, and advancement of the
Christian faith . . . solemnly and mutually
in the presence of God, and one another,
covenant and bind ourselves together into
one civil body politick . . .”

“It is the duty of nations to
acknowledge the providence
of Almighty God, to obey
His will, to be grateful for
His benefits, and humbly
to implore His protection
and favor.”
---George Washington

Now take note of the Covenant drawn up for the
Puritan colony ten years later in 1630:
“Thus stands the cause between God and us,
we are entered into Covenant with him for
this work, we have taken out a Commission
. . . for we must consider that we shall be a
City upon a Hill . . . we are Commanded this
day to love the Lord our God, and to love
one another, to walk in his ways, to keep his
Commandments and his Ordinance. ”

Though he was a deist, Thomas
Jefferson admitted a few years
after he had served as the third
president of the United States
(1801-1809), that “Of all the
systems of morality ancient
or modern which have come
under my observation, none
appear to me so pure as that
of Jesus.”

In addition, all fair-minded people who are well
versed in American history will admit that American
statesmen continued after 1776 to expand and build this
nation upon these same principles---principles based
in the main upon the Bible, the Christian Scriptures.
The ruling of the Supreme Court in 1892 in the case
of the Church of the Holy Trinity v. United States is
sufficient proof of this inarguable point.

In the midst of war clouds and a divided nation,
Abraham Lincoln attempted to encourage the people
with the following sentiment:

“Our laws and our institutions must
necessarily be based upon and embody the
teachings of The Redeemer of mankind. It is
impossible that it should be otherwise; and in
this sense and to the extent our civilization
and our institutions are emphatically
Christian . . . This is a religious people. This
is historically true. From the discovery of this
continent to the present hour, there is a single
voice making this affirmation . . . We find
everywhere a clear recognition of the same
truth . . . These, and many other matters which
might be noticed, add a volume of unofficial
declarations to the mass of organic utterance
that this is a Christian nation.”

“Intelligence, patriotism,
Christianity, and a firm
reliance on Him, Who
has never yet forsaken
this favored land, are
still competent to adjust,
in the best way, all our
present difficulty.”
Again he wrote,
“I know that the Lord is always on the side
of the right. But it is my constant anxiety and
prayer that I and this nation should be on the
Lord’s side.”

But consider also the convicting words of some of
America’s greatest statesmen:

In the midst of the convention that gave birth to
America in 1776, Benjamin Franklin stood and said
the following words:
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make no mistake, repentance is the only hope. Our
righteous God will settle for nothing less than that
Americans turn away from unbelief and ungodliness
and turn again to Him and His righteousness (1 Chron.
7.14; Ps. 33.12)!
While the storm clouds gather
Far across the sea
Let us [pledge] allegiance
To a land that’s free
Let us all be grateful
For a land so fair
Let us raise our voices
In a solemn prayer

“I have lived, Sir, a long time, and the longer
I live, the more convincing proofs I see of
this truth---that God governors in the affairs
of men. And if a sparrow cannot fall to the
ground without His notice, is it probable that
an empire can rise without His aid? We have
been assured, Sir, in the sacred writings, that
‘except the Lord build the House they labour
in vain that build it.’ I firmly believe this.”

God bless America,
Land that I love.
Stand beside her, and guide her,
Through the night with the light from above.
From the mountains, to the prairies,
To the oceans, white with foam,
God bless America,
My home sweet home.

The Fall of a Great Nation

Can America be great again? Yes. But will
America become great again is another question.
It depends upon “We the People.” Are we willing
as a people to once again bow our hearts and knees
before the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,
acknowledge our sins as a nation, as a body politic, exalt
His name and holiness, and live our lives according to
His commandments.
Certainly, if America is to become great again,
it will not be obtained by voting. Don’t be deceived.
America’s greatness can be restored ultimately only
through prayer and repentance. You can’t simply vote
it in! This is not to discourage voting for righteous men
and righteous laws, but rather to remind those who
vote to promote men and women who have a proven
record of godliness and integrity. Again, some say
that what we need is a great leader to restore America
and make her great again. Well, I concede that it will
depend upon a man; but that Man came to this earth
2000 years ago---not 70 years ago! And that Man--Christ Jesus---weighs greatness quite differently from
the way worldly-minded men and women do. Jesus
based greatness not on military power, temporal
riches, nor on men-conceived political and economic
strategies, nor on moral relativism; but rather on how

Notwithstanding America’s rich Christian heritage
and biblically-conditioned moral fiber, we have
watched this great nation gradually decline since the
1960s, like so many other great nations recorded on
the pages of world history: nations which succumbed
to “seducing spirits” and “doctrines of devils.” These
nations descended into ungodliness, wickedness, moral
perversion, disobedience, and defiance against God’s
laws; and their “turning away from God’s law” finally
provoked His righteous judgment and fierce wrath.
One historian has documented the fall of nearly thirty
such civilizations in world history; most of which are
buried under the sands of time. The stories of some
of these civilizations have been preserved only in
monuments of stone, ancient ruins, and rocks beneath
the earth: and if it were not for the few surviving relics
of the past, it would be as if these civilizations had
never existed.

America’s only Hope
Is this the fate of America? Perhaps. But it
doesn’t have to be! America could repent and return
to her biblical roots and rich Christian heritage. But,
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an individual or a church or a body politic stands in
name, shall humble themselves, and pray,
relation to God and His government and teachings. He
and seek My face, and turn from their wicked
measured greatness on the basis of grace, faith, and
ways; then will I hear from heaven, and will
obedience to God’s Word---on how we “magnify the
forgive their sin, and will heal their land.”
Lord” and “show forth His praises.”
It is true that God uses men and women to effect
Finally, brethren, we can prayerfully wish that the hope
His will and holy purpose in the earth. The church in
expressed by America’s first president will somehow
fact is His primary agent toward this end. Even in
be realized in this nation.
regard to a political state, God desires His church and
His saints to be a powerful influence upon the thinking
“No Country upon Earth ever had it more in
and actions of secular rulers, legislators, and judges
its power to attain . . . Blessings . . . Much
(Rom. 13.1-7; 1 Tim. 2.1-3;
to be regretted indeed
“Jesus
based
greatness
not
on
military
power,
1 Pet. 2.13-17). Ultimately,
would it be, were we
God desires to use men and temporal riches, nor on men-conceived to . . . Depart from the
women who look to Christ political and economic strategies, nor on moral road which Providence
for guidance and assistance, relativism; but rather on how an individual or has pointed us to,
men and women who truly a church or a body politic stands in relation so plainly; I cannot
worship God, manifest His
believe it will ever
to God and His government and teachings. come to pass. The
grace, denounce ungodliness
and worldly lusts, and He measured greatness on the basis of grace, Great Governor of the
publicly admit to their faith, and obedience to God’s Word . . .” Universe has led us
absolute dependency upon
too long and too far
Him! Again, brethren, don’t
. . . to forsake us in
be deceived; only when Americans---including the
the midst of it . . .We may, now and then, get
men and women whom we vote into office to lead and
bewildered; but I hope and trust that there is
guide this republic---return to the God of our fathers
good sense and virtue enough left to recover
and to His Son, Jesus Christ, will the greatness of this
the right path.”
nation be restored; only when Americans once again
en masse sincerely acknowledge the Lord’s absolute
This is the question that remains to be answered today:
sovereignty over the affairs of men, and respond to His
is there “good sense and virtue enough left to recover
call for repentance and become willing to reconcile
the right path?” We shall see, and prayerfully hope
with His righteous laws, will we again enjoy His
toward this end.
favor.
But, in any case, brethren, the hopes and
God’s people---in contrast with worldly-minded
expectations of God’s church are not tied finally to
and promiscuous politicians, legislators, judges,
the coattails of America, nor to any secular nation on
academics, and newscasters---have been entrusted
earth. Nor are we subject to the same fate of America
with the keys to make America great again: and these
and the nations of the world. For God’s “holy nation”-keys are humility, prayer, hunger for righteousness,
-the Lord’s Zion, the City of God (Is. 60.14; Mt. 5.14),
and the anointing to proclaim God’s name and to call
is promised that in the “first resurrection” . . .
this nation to repentance and holiness! These were the
covenant conditions that God laid down for Solomon
“ . . . the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a
and all Israel in 2 Chronicles 7.12-14, and we have
shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trump
every reason to believe that these same principles are
of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first: Then we
applicable for any people, anytime, anywhere.
which are alive and remain shall be caught up together
with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and
“And the Lord appeared to Solomon by night,
so shall we ever be with the Lord” (1 Thess. 4.16-18).
and said . . . If I shut up heaven that there be
The apostle thus concludes his exhortation with
no rain, or if I command the locusts to devour
the following words:
the land, or if I send pestilence among My
“Wherefore comfort one another with these words.”
people; If My people, which are called by My
7

Zion’s Kids

We organized a VBS at Columbus, MS on Friday and
Saturday which climaxed with the celebration of Children’s
Day on Sunday, June 4th. The VBS teachers used two
lessons, which followed the instructions in “God keeps His
Promises.” After the lessons were taught, we had prayer,
snacks, crafts, and activities. On Friday night, the kids
received a bag of goodies along with a craft kit, a Children’s
Day t-shirt, a sailor hat, and a booklet with the weekend’s
agenda and the lyrics of songs for worship.
The Lord blessed our Kid’s Day at Cleveland, TN under
the direction of Debbie Morris. Jonathan Burnette did
a fine job as moderator. He acknowledged Todd Erwin’s
birthday and offered him a hat and shades to wear as we
sang Happy Birthday. The children led the congregation in
hymns of praise. Destiny Hungling sang “Where Are My
Sins Gone?---They’re Under the Sea”; and Isabella Nichols
& Sofia Burnette sang, “Almighty God/All Things Are
Possible.” Shelby Erwin directed a powerful drama, which
included the kids signing praise actions to the song “Forever
Anchored.” Our Church Minister, Kim Erwin, ministered
during a skit titled, “What Anchors You?” The skit included
several entertaining characters such as Dr. Smarty Pants,
Miss American Beauty, Miss Money Bags, Konfu Panda,
and Mr. I’ll Take Care of Myself. The presence of the Lord
was amazing during the entire service. Following the main
service, all enjoyed a pizza lunch. Then we had a Kid’s
Carnival complete with booths, face painting, ice cream,
popcorn, go fish, ping pong toss, rope ring toss, tie dye tshirt making, and jumping house. It was a Spirit-filled and
fun day for the young and old alike. We all learned more
about being “Anchored In Truth”!

The first night of VBS was held in the sanctuary of the
church. There were 12 kids and 11 adults, and the main
craft was tie-dying t-shirts. The second night was held at
Brother and Sister Pounders’ house. There was an outside
movie (Disney Moana) in which the children received glow
sticks for playing at night. Saturday night there were 10
kids and 9 adults. Sunday morning service was focused
on “Believe in Jesus” and being anchored in Jesus. There
were 7 children involved in the service which included
leading worship, Scripture reading, receiving the offering,
a skit, and closing worship that included prayer. There was
a puppet show for the kids, called “Much Afraid,” which
related how Jesus calms storms. The skit was named
“Getting Anchored in Truth.” The kids had received the
written story line of the skit more than a week earlier so
they could minister effectively to everyone on Children’s
Day. The smaller children used short phrases such as “Jesus
is the Son of God.” After the main service on Children’s
Day, everyone enjoyed a BBQ and Hot Dog lunch; then we
took kids to GT lanes where the kids enjoyed games and
played on jumpers.
---Reagan Pounders, reporter

---Renetta Kelton, reporter
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Children’s Day in Greenville, SC was a success with
eighteen youth and children in attendance. We enjoyed
lessons and activities based on the story of Noah’s Ark and
the importance of being anchored in the Truth. The service
concluded with the adults praying for our children. We
wrapped up the celebration with a fellowship meal. After
lunch, John Henley organized games for all ages including
a watermelon-eating contest. Everyone enjoyed this
special day!
---Rachel McDonald, reporter

Each year at West Mobile, AL, we combine our Vacation
Bible School (VBS) and Children’s Day. Friday and
Saturday night we began VBS which led into a big
Children’s Day celebration on Sunday. We averaged 20
children and 25 adults for Bible school and had 22 children
on Sunday. Each night of Bible school, we had themerelated songs, games, crafts, and food. Michelle Blakeney,
Chloe Brooks, and Hannah Clary taught the lessons. Two
of these ladies are Children’s Church leaders in training.
One of our teachers received a healing on Saturday night.
Even though she was in pain she came forward in faith for
prayer. Everyone gathered several times to pray for her and
the pain was lifted. You could see immediate relief when
it came over her. God’s presence was felt in a mighty way.
On Sunday, the children led the service in songs, taking up
the offering, and in prayer. After service, we had a time for
fellowship, food and activities. The kids were blessed. It
truly takes a village and we are blessed with a wonderful
and supportive church. The staff devoted their time and
efforts to making this weekend successful. There was a
wonderful spirit with us this weekend and we give God
all the glory.
---Courtney Fields, reporter

Chestnut Hill celebrated Children’s Day 2017 with many
exciting activities. The children performed a skit and led
the worship. After service, the children were able to enjoy
a lunch provided by the church. Then, we were off to
Chuckles to enjoy fellowship, laser tag, and miniature golf.
It was a wonderful day of worship, fun, and fellowship.
---Kara Spicer, reporter

Our children at Hesperia, CA directed the service. They had a
mini kids march around the church while singing “This is the
day that the Lord has made.” Sister Gabby taught the kids class
on how we need to be “Anchored in the truth.” After the service,
we had a few games, a piñata, and a cake for the children to enjoy.
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---Celina A., reporter

The children of the Bayou La Batre church in Alabama had
a blast on Children’s Day. We learned about how God kept
His promise to Noah and saved him and his family from
the flood waters. We also learned that we should always
stay anchored in the truth, and in turn that God will keep
His promises to us today. The kids enjoyed lunch prepared
by Sister Sheila and Pastor Tod Deakle. After lunch there
were plenty of laughs and fun with water-gun fights, in
which kids of all ages joined in!

Our Children’s Day service at Kosciusko, MS opened with
congregational singing which was led by Ally Thompson.
I’ve never seen her so anointed as she led the church in
worship. Next, my youngest daughter, McKenzie, preached
a sermon on Jonah running from God. She was anxious but
the congregation got behind her and encouraged her. Then,
I shared the theme for the day and how the church should
be a shelter to protect our children and provide them a safe
place to grow. Finally, our pastor [my husband] Allen,
preached a message about teaching the Truth to the next
generation. Our Children’s Day was much different this
year and much improved. I saw a change in my children
and for that I praise God. God is so good!

—Tracy McCaffery, reporter

---Mandy Thompson, reporter

The Roanoke VA church celebrated Children’s Day by
allowing the kids to “takeover” the service! The children’s
workers wanted the congregation to see what is learned
and what happens typically in Children’s Church. It was
a great way to show off the beautiful future of the church!
We started with a kids march to “Good Ole Gospel Ship”
in which the kids marched with banners they had made.
Then we had worship, special readings, and special singing
performed by our children. This was followed by an
interactive “True and False” lesson which focused on the
importance of learning and knowing the truth. The service
concluded with prayer for our children. We were dismissed
with the charge to help keep our children “Anchored in the
Truth!”
---Ashley Davis, reporter

The church in Pulaski, TN had a blessed Children’s Day in
our new location. We had 20 children in attendance. Our
congregation enjoyed a wonderful service with games and
food following.
---Derrick McBride, reporter
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Our Children’s Day at Anaheim, CA was blessed this year
with many more children than last year. The children went
out to eat at a pizza place and played games. They ate until
they could eat no more. Afterwards they had a service which
was very blessed. We had three young preachers: Hellen
Espana, Daniela Sanchez, and Maria Rodriquez. They all
shared with us the Word of God. They were very anxious,
but all did a wonderful job. We are always encouraging our
young people to seek the Lord, to seek His presence, and to
be filled with His power and strength.

Exciting things are happening at the Greenville, SC
church. Our Wednesday night program has developed into
a discipleship program for the youth and children in our
community. Each week begins with a fellowship meal. The
ladies of our church faithfully prepare a delicious spread of
food for all who attend. After mealtime, we gather in the
sanctuary for a time of singing, a Bible lesson and prayer. A
year ago, our pastor, Todd McDonald, gave us a challenge
to have 50 youth and children under the age of 19 years old
in a mid-week service. There have been several times when
we have come close to meeting our goal. Finally, we did it!
On May 17, 2017, our adults began to count heads and they
realized that we had finally reached our goal. What made
this even more exciting was that Brother Todd promised
that he would be slimed in celebration of our achievement.
The whole church gathered outside to watch two men
pour five gallon buckets of orange slime over the pastor’s
head. It was a delight for everyone---except the pastor! We
are thankful that God is building His church in our local
community.

---Eric Avila, reporter

---Cheryl McDonald, reporter

We had a great Children’s Day in Scottsville, KY. Our
boys sang songs including a special by Gavin and Brayden
Graves. Asa Graves testified, and Abram Graves prayed
for the service. The highlight was a skit that Kayla Graves
had the boys perform. Our pastor, Jonathan Gregory, was a
good sport for wearing a festive tie for Children’s Day. The
congregation was blessed and many expressed that this was
our best Children’s Day yet!
---Shanda Graves, reporter
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The Rapture

Are You
Rapture
Ready?

Scenario of End-Times Events
The publication of the End-times series is now underway. As previously
announced in the VOZ, we are publishing a series of tracts under the heading of
“Scenario of End-time Events.” The series will include 1) The Rapture, 2) The
Great Tribulation, 3) The Battle of Armageddon, 4) The Second Coming of Christ,
5), and Millennial Glory. In addition, we plan to produce a tract on The Perfection
of the Church (a promise that will be fulfilled before the rapture), and another
tract on The New Heavens and New Earth (an event that will happen immediately
following the Millennium). These seven tracts will complete the series covering the
entire spectrum of prophetic end-time events.
Millennial Glory was written by the Presiding Bishop and published in
October 2016. We are pleased now to announce that The Rapture has gone to print.
It was written by Bishop Todd McDonald, our Sunday School editor and pastor of
the Greenville church in South Carolina.

Nicaragua National Convention
Captured in Photos
A full report of the national convention in Nicaragua was featured
in the June edition of the paper (see p. 14). However, due to an
oversight, photos that corresponded to the event were not included
in the report. We are taking this opportunity to make amends for
this oversight. The convention was conducted on April 28-29,
2016 in Managua, the capital city of Nicaragua. Miguel Garcia
Jr. represented the international Offices; Freddy Garcia is the

national overseer.
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Bishop Claxton Cook Called Home
Bishop Claxton Cook went home to be with the
Lord on May 23, 2017 while at the Sanctuary Hospice House
in Tupelo, Mississippi. He was 87 years of age. Brother
Cook had for many months been afflicted with Alzheimer’s
disease, finally succumbing to its debilitating effects and
other complications several days before the Lord sent His
angels to carry him home. Brother Cook had an illustrative
ministry. He joined the church in 1948 and entered
the ministry in 1955; then, after our former fellowship
continued to fall away from the teachings of Christ and the
apostles, he and his wife, Doris, united with Zion Assembly
in November 2005. He longed to restore the original
government, teachings, and discipline of the church, and to
be engaged again in the church’s mission to reach all nations
with the whole Gospel message.
Claxton was born on
September 1, 1929 at Delta City,
Mississippi. After the flooding of
the Mississippi Delta in the 1930s,
the Cooks moved to Hatley. There
Claxton graduated from Hatley
High School; he then attended
Draughon’s Business College in
Jackson in expectation of becoming
c. 1970
a CPA. However, the Lord was
leading him into the “high calling” of
the ministry. But before answering that call, he served in
the US Navy Reserve 1951-1955 including spending time
in the Panama Canal Zone.
Brother Cook loved and supported his family---his
wife Doris [Thomas], and two daughters, Kathy and Linda.
Following in the steps of our pioneer preachers, he labored
in the day to support his family and labored in the evening
in the vineyard of the Lord. His secular jobs included
driving a diesel truck and buying and selling used cars; and
his hobbies included fishing and raising a garden.
Claxton attended Bible Training Institute in our
former fellowship in Cleveland in an effort to better equip
himself for the ministry. His pastorates included Tallula, Cary,
Chapel Hill, Union Grove, Belmont, Mooreville, Jackson,
Pearl, Vicksburg, Liberty, and Amory. He was ordained a
bishop in 1967 during his pastorate at Union Grove. He
retired in 1993 somewhat confused and disillusioned with

the drifting away from the truth in our former fellowship.
He felt at that time that his only alternative was to go
independent; consequently, he soon joined an independent
group in Okolona. After the pastor died, Brother Cook served
as the pastor of this congregation for several years. Still,
since he had been trained and disciplined in the government
and discipline of the Bible church, he remained somewhat
dissatisfied in this state of independency. He missed the
fellowship of the Bible church and longed for its restoration.
Brother Claxton had heard of the stand that Bishop Wade
H. Phillips and others had taken in 2004. Then, one of the
outstanding members of his congregation, Syd Whitlock,
shared with him and others that the Holy Spirit had given
him a vision of Zion Assembly and had directed him to call
upon Bishop Phillips in Cleveland,
Tennessee (Cleveland is the center
of the international organization).
This pleased Brother Cook and the
congregation, and Bishop Phillips,
along with the assistant presiding
bishop, E. A. Mc Donald, soon
answered the call and preached to
this independent group in Okolona
during a weekend meeting in
c. 2014
November 2005. As a result, the
whole church united with Zion
Assembly at that time. Two months later Bishop Cook
filled out and signed his Minister’s Examination Form, and
was subsequently ordained a bishop in Zion Assembly by
the laying on of hands of the presbytery.
Bishop Cook glorified the Lord for the restoration
of the church, and testified often of his joy and victory,
saying on many occasions that he felt like he was home
again---that Zion Assembly embodied in doctrine and spirit
what he had always believed and had been taught since
he had first united with the church in the 1950s. Bishop
Cook attended several General Assemblies between 2006
and 2010, and remained faithful in the church till the Lord
took him home in May of this year. He was an outstanding
Christian and dignified minister of the Lord, and will be
missed. We look forward to being reunited with him on the
other shore.
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A Faithful Warrior Passes on to His Reward
Henry Edgar Murray, 92, went to be with the Lord in glory on June 18, 2017. Brother Murray had served
the Lord faithfully for the greater part of his life. After serving as a deacon for many years in our former fellowship,
he united with Zion Assembly at the Ware Shoals church in 2007. Our World Mission Director, Bishop Scott
Neill, who was then serving as our state overseer, administered the covenant to him.
A few weeks before Brother Murray passed on to his heavenly reward, his daughter, Andrea Faye Davis,
reported “A Memorial Day Miracle” involving her father. Sister Davis is the Church Minister at Zion Assembly’s
Taylors church in the Greenville, SC area. Her report is a fitting tribute to Brother Murray’s life and ministry for
the Lord.

A Memorial Day Miracle
Andrea Faye [Murray] Davis

My father, Henry E. Murray is a member of Zion Assembly in Taylors, SC. He is 92 years old and has
been a deacon for many years. He married Patricia [Dickson] after my mother Lula, passed away in 2003. He then
moved to Georgia. In 2013, he was diagnosed with Parkinson’s disease and was admitted to Georgia War Veterans
Nursing Home.
He has been in and out of the hospital several times since then with pneumonia---but always bounced
back. A few weeks ago, he was taken to the hospital again with pneumonia and low blood pressure. They treated
him and sent him back to the nursing home. Within a day’s time he was sent back to the hospital again. At this
time, we decided not to make him go through the procedures he had been going through previously---puncturing
him with needles, IVs, etc. Instead, we sent him back to the nursing home with palliative care. He was comatose
for four days and nights. He could not open his eyes, nor talk nor eat. On the fifth day, a CNA came into the room
and called his name.
She said, “Mr. Murray, wake up so I can see those beautiful blue eyes of yours.” His
eyes popped open. He began to talk with her and with me and my stepsister, Pattie. He
told us he loved us. I put him on the phone with all three of his grandchildren at different
times of the day. He not only answered their questions but asked them questions as
well. My stepsister, Sandra, suggested we hold hands and pray, and to praise God for
answering prayer. Daddy prayed a beautiful prayer praising God for all He had done.
They were having a Memorial Day celebration outside that morning with reporters
and TV cameras running. Pattie went outside and asked one of the TV reporters if she
would like to see a miracle. She told her to follow her to the 3rd floor. She came and
interviewed my father and me. He told her a story about the war and how that God had
spared his life way back then. She named that section of the Channel 12 News as “A

Memorial Day Miracle.”
Since that time, he has been eating and talking and even exercising! God is so good. My dad has served the
Lord all of my life and is a godly man. He loves life and the Lord and His church. I have seen him stand for the
truth and what is right when others shied away. He was interviewed a few years back by the librarian of Augusta,
GA talking about his years in the army in WWII. A copy of the interview can be found in the Library of Congress.
I gave a copy to our Presiding Bishop for the church.
If God never performs another miracle, I will continue to trust Him and know that He performed one for
my dad. I give God the glory. Even though my dad is an old man, God saw fit to keep him here a while longer.
I trust that if you are in need of a miracle, don’t lose hope; just believe and know that God is still in the healing
business!
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Devotional Reﬂections
“What a beautiful day for the Lord to come again. What a beautiful day for him to take His
children home. I can almost see His face and touch His nail scarred hands. What a beautiful
day for the Lord to come again.”

“What A Beautiful Day”

Words by Aaron Wilburn and Music by Eddie Crook
1974

Zachary Snyder

“Let not your heart be troubled: ye believe in God, believe also in me. In my Father’s house
are many mansions: if it were not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you.
And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you unto myself; that
where I am, there ye may be also.”---John 14:13

Ever since Jesus ascended back to Heaven and the angels announced His return, Christians have
been preparing for His glorious appearance in the clouds. They have been ”watching and waiting” in prayer,
while “scoffers” have mocked, saying, “Where is the promise of His coming.” Sadly, in this atmosphere of
doubt and unbelief, the number of Christians who believe that Christ is coming again to rapture His church
away is decreasing. In a recent article titled “Large Number of Pastors Don’t Believe in the Rapture”
(CBNNews.com; April 27, 2016), a survey was conducted by LifeWay in which 1000 Protestant pastors
were interviewed. It revealed that only 36% of those polled believed in a pre-tribulation rapture. More
alarming, 20% of those who said they believed in the rapture held that it will happen after the seven-year
tribulation period.
It is obvious that the spirit of deception is at work and that there is an apostasy underway: for
Jesus, the angels, the apostles, and the vast majority of early church fathers all believed in a pre-tribulation
rapture. The apostles Paul, Peter, John, and Jude believed that Christ would return at any moment to catch
away His bride. They lived each day preparing to meet Him face-to-face, and to be worthy to hear Him
say, “Well done thou good and faithful servant.” The apostle Paul expressed at one point to the church at
Rome that, although Christ had not yet appeared, the church should remain confident and encouraged by
exclaiming, “For now is our salvation nearer than when we first believed” (Rom. 13:11).
I have been told that many ministers now forbid the singing of traditional songs of the church
(usually hymns) because they are no longer considered doctrinally sound and therefore are no longer
appropriate. I understand also that many of the songs that I have sung since a child, and that I love and
appreciate, are also now considered inappropriate: for the critics say they point too much to Heaven at the
expense of Christ as a person. I, for one, say that such opinions are rubbish!
Let it be understood that just as intensely as writers of newer songs of faith sought God for inspiration,
so also did the writers of the old classic hymns and spirituals---and in many cases they were more thorough
in their consecration and more intense and deeper in their understanding of the Gospel of Jesus Christ.
Many of them were wholly sanctified and Spirit-baptized., and lived blameless lives in holiness. From
their deep spiritual experiences, these writers were often carried away into a spiritual realm that enabled
them to focus on heavenly things, and to hear and see “things not lawful for a man to utter.” Many of
them, like Abraham, peered through eyes of faith and looked for a city whose builder and maker is God!

Until the next time, keep singing the Gospel!
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