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Editorials . . .
School of Ministry---Uplifting, Inspirational,
Provoking, Educational

Wade H. Phillips
Presiding Bishop

The terms of the School of Ministry (SOM) in northern and southern California, and in Cleveland in April and
May were heaven-blest and highly successful. It was wonderful to see the students---101 of them!---pour themselves
into their studies, and come away with a desire to know still more about the glorious Gospel of Christ that we are
divinely commissioned in Zion Assembly to proclaim to all nations.
SOM administrators and teachers did a masterful job organizing the terms of the school and classes, and teaching
God’s Word. We are growing a promising crop of young ministers and faithful workers whom we are expecting in
the coming months and years to fill important positions in the government of the church---and to take the reins of
leadership!
The school in Cleveland has some significant advantages over the schools conducted in California and other parts
of the world: 1) it has access to the International Ministries Complex facilities in Cleveland and the church’s library; 2)
most of the instructors live in or in near proximity to Cleveland which makes accommodations much more convenient
and economical; 3) Cleveland and the surrounding area was the geographical setting of the church’s restoration in the
late nineteenth- and early twentieth century.
In regard to this latter point, we take full advantage of this fact to sponsor a Church History Tour for
each term of the school in Cleveland. This has become a highlight each year and usually draws a number
of individuals not enrolled in the school. We have had about 70 for the tour, including visiting ministers
and interested individuals from other organizations (see front cover and highlights on pp. 8-9, 12 inside).

Taylor Church
We are pleased to report that the Taylors church located in the Greenville area of South Carolina raised an
additional $700 plus for the March World Drive which was not included in the report of the May issue of VOZ (p. 14).
The total amount for this church was thus over $1500.00. We commend the church minister, Andrea Faye Davis, and
her faithful husband, Eddie, and all of the saints of this local church for their mission zeal and untiring labors.

Camps, Conventions, and Children’s Day
This month and July will be full of activities for the churches---youth camps, state and national conventions,
and the annual celebration of Children’s Day. According to some preliminary reports, we are expecting some recordbreaking numbers to attend and participate in these events.

General Assembly
The annual General Assembly is less than three months away. Make plans now to attend this glorious meeting.
The dates are September 5-10, and the venue is again the United Christian Church located at 2200 Peerless Road
in Cleveland. Assembly Programs should be in the mail by the end of July. We are expecting the King’s Messengers
from Virginia and other guests to be with us for this annual “feast.” Assembly Prayer Day is set for August 13th.

Bishop Claxton Cook gone home to be with the Lord
We are saddened to report that Bishop Claxton Cook, 87, of Mississippi left us on May 23, 2017 to go home to be
with the Lord in glory. Brother Cook loved Zion Assembly and united with us in January 2006 to restore the church and
fulfill its mission in the world. He was an outstanding minister and remained active and faithful to Christ and His church
until his health began to fail him a few months ago (he became afflicted with Alzheimer’s disease). Our sympathies
are with his wife, Doris, his sister Rebecca [Becky] Kelton, and his children, grandchildren, and fellow saints there
in Okolona. A fuller report of Brother Cook’s life and ministry will be featured in the next issue of the Voice of Zion.
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“Sow to yourselves in righteousness,

reap in mercy; break up your
fallow ground: for it is time to seek
the LORD, till he come and rain
righteousness upon you”
(Hosea 10:12).

MINISTERING IN “SUCH A TIME AS THIS”
(Note: this message was preached by Bishop Sullivan on the opening night of the
second week of the School of Ministry in Cleveland on May 14, 2017).
“For if thou altogether holdest thy peace at this time, then shall there enlargement and deliverance arise
to the Jews from another place; but thou and thy father’s house shall be destroyed: and who knoweth
whether thou art come to the kingdom for such a time as this?” (Esth. 4:14).

Almost all Christians know the story of Esther,
but let me give you a little context to Esther’s life. She
lived during the time between the Babylonian overthrow
of Jerusalem and the return of the exiles to rebuild the
temple 70 years later. Because of their sins, Judah had
been overtaken by the Babylonians and most of the ablebodied men and women were carried away
as slaves into Babylon. The book of Daniel
records the overthrow of the Babylonian
Empire by the Medes and Persians, during
which time the control of the captives of
Israel was transferred to this conquering
empire. During the Persian dominance, the
queen of Persia acted rebelliously toward
the King and the decision was made that she
should be replaced. In response, a beauty
pageant was held and Esther, a Jew, was
selected to be the queen, though the fact she
was Jewish was unknown to the King and his
closest advisers. While in this position, she
was informed by her kinsman, Mordecai, of
a plot to destroy the Jews. A close adviser
convinced the King that the Jews were a threat
and manipulated him into giving an order to exterminate
the Jews. Therefore, on a certain day all the people were to
rise up and slay the Jews which were living among them.
When Mordecai informed Esther of this decree, he told her,
“ . . . who knoweth whether thou art come to the kingdom
for such a time as this?” In other words, he was saying that
it is possible that God, in His foreknowledge, has raised
you to the position you are now in to help in this hour of
need. He warned her, “If you don’t help, God will bring
deliverance by another means, but what a shame it would
be to miss your opportunity to fulfill God’s divine purpose
for your life.” We all know the story. Esther acted and saved
God’s people in their crisis hour.
I want to ask you today, “Who knoweth whether
thou art come to the kingdom of God for such a time as
this?” Let me assure you, I know God has placed you in
the world at this point in history to fulfill His purpose. No

doubt we would all have loved to have lived in the time of
Christ and walked the shores of Galilee with Him, listened
to His teachings, and witnessed His miracles. No doubt
we would all have loved to have walked with prophets
like Elijah and Elisha, or to have ministered with Peter
and Paul. Many of us would have loved to
have witnessed the great open air revivals
of Wesley’s day or the great tent revivals
in the early nineteenth- and twentieth
centuries. However, the people of those
generations fought their fights, finished
their course, and are seated in the great
grandstand of Heaven. Now is our time
on the earth’s stage. “Therefore, seeing we
are compassed about with so great a cloud
of witnesses, let US run with patience the
race that is set before US” (Heb. 12:1).
Every generation has had to face their
unique challenges and we must face ours.
Our challenges are not the same as other
generations. We are ministering in very
different times. There is an old saying,
some say it is an ancient curse, which says, “May you live
in interesting times.” Whether it is a curse or a blessing we
certainly live in interesting times. I believe we are living
in the last of the last days and, as prophesied, the world is
changing. It is a very “perilous place.” We are witnessing
the breakdown of morals in western civilization. Men are
becoming proud, selfish, pleasure crazed, savage, without
natural love. Many of those who profess devotion to God
preach and teach a Gospel which is powerless to deliver
from sin’s control.
October 31, 2017 will mark the 500th anniversary
of the day Martin Luther nailed his “Ninety Five Theses”
on the door of the Wittenberg church, thus marking the
conventional beginning of the Protestant Reformation.
During the 500 years since that time, Western Europe and
America have been launching pads for Christian missions
around the world. However, America and Western Europe
are rapidly changing. In the last few decades we have
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witnessed their populations become more or less “Post
the power of God”---the power to deliver from sin (2 Tim.
Christian” societies. Multitudes are rejecting service to
3:5). Christianity is filled with preachers and churches who
God and are turning to paganism (compare Rom. 1:21-32
preach a false Gospel that turns the grace of God into a
and 2 Tim. 3:1-7). The condition of western society makes
license to sin. They preach a Gospel that doesn’t demand
ministering today extremely challenging. After all, it is one
change to a people who don’t want to change. This makes it
thing to minister to people who are in the dark, ignorant of
nearly impossible to reach sinners because the sinners have
God’s ways, and quite another to minister to people who
been convinced by these deceivers who they are saints. This
have seen the light but who have chosen to reject the light
is your “SUCH A TIME!”
because they love the sins of darkness.
The antichrist is coming and the spirit of antichrist is
Many in America and Europe are PAST feeling.
strengthening all around us. Society hasn’t simply rejected
They have heard the truth and have rejected it. They have felt
Christ but it is ANTI-Christ. Many today hate Christ and the
the conviction of God’s Spirit, but have chosen to remain in
holiness He represents. The atheist movement is actively
their sins: and now their consciences are “seared as with a
seeking to draw children and teens into a rejection of, and
hot iron.” Such conditions are to be expected at the dawn of
rage against, God. Satan is using the media, TV, and the
judgment. It has always been the case. Jeremiah ministered
secular education system to bring about a rejection of Jesus
on the eve of Babylonian judgment and, though multitudes
Christ, inciting rage also against Him and His followers.
of prophets had warned them to repent, they ignored their
All this from societies who once revered God!
warnings and callously told Jeremiah, “Where is the Word
When a generation rejects Christ, becoming
of the Lord? Let it come now” (Jer. 17:15). In other words,
calloused and antichrist, there remains nothing but
“We are tired of hearing it. If judgment is coming, let us see it.
judgment! God has been patient; He has waited for the fruit
Peter warned “…There shall come in the last days
to ripen. However, the fruit is even now being harvested
scoffers, walking after their own lusts, and saying, Where
before the great day of God’s judgment. This is your SUCH
is the promise of his coming? For since the fathers fell
A TIME!
asleep, all things continue as they were from the beginning
Western Europe and America in once sense have
of the creation” (2 Pet. 3:3-4). In other words, “Where is
entered a final “gleaning phase.” Both regions have seen
the word of the Lord?” “Where is the second coming of
great revivals such as the Reformation, the Great Awakening,
Christ and the judgment of God?” Paul warned, “For the
the Welsh Revival, the Holiness Revival, and the Pentecostal
time will come when they
Revival. But this is not
will not endure sound “Every generation has had to face their unique challenges and that time. We do not
doctrine; but after their we must face ours. Our challenges are not the same as theirs. live in that time of great
own lusts shall they heap We are ministering in very different times. There is an old national revivals, but in
to themselves teachers, saying, some say it is an ancient curse, which says, ‘May you the time of gleaning the
having itching ears; and live in interesting times.’ Whether it is a curse or a blessing we harvest sown by these
they shall turn away certainly live in interesting times. I believe we are living in the great revivals. Don’t
their ears from the truth,
last of the last days and, as prophesied, the world is changing. misunderstand. Gleaners
and shall be turned unto
are vital. The gleaners
It is a very ‘perilous place.’ We are witnessing the breakdown
fables” (2 Tim 4:3-4).
follow the harvesters
of
morals
in
western
civilization.
Men
are
becoming
proud,
In other words, the last
and reap the stragglers.
days will be dominated selfish, pleasure crazed, savage, without natural love. Many of Because the harvesters
by people who reject the those who profess devotion to God preach and teach a Gospel have gone through, the
message of holiness in which is powerless to deliver from sin’s control.”
gleaners work hard but
favor of fairy tales told by
most of the time they
false teachers. You are not
experience less results.
ministering in the times of the apostles and prophets. You
Again, don’t misunderstand, we may indeed sow seed
are not ministering during the “Holiness” or “Pentecostal”
which may take root in good soil, and God in His great
revivals of the nineteenth- and twentieth centuries. This is
grace may allow us to reap a harvest of our own, locally and
your “SUCH A TIME.”
on a larger geographical scale; but the moral degeneration
Impenitent people today are heaping to themselves
and ungodliness of our time make this more difficult. Either
teachers to scratch their itching ears. “Prophesy not to
way, regardless of the results, we must be committed to
us right things but prophesy to us smooth things” (Isa.
“preach the word!”
30:10). As prophesied, “Evil men and seducers have
We sing “These are the days of Elijah and David.”
waxed worse and worse deceiving and being deceived” (2
However, these are also the last days. That means, these
Tim. 3:13). As a result, much of what is called Christian
days can also be seen as the days of Noah who faithfully
religion today is merely a “form of godliness which denies
preached righteousness with only a handful accepting the
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message and being saved. These are the last days and that
prophets were saying, responded, “As the Lord liveth, what
means they are the days of Sodom and Gomorrah when
the Lord saith unto me, that shall I speak” (1 Kg. 22:14).
Abraham could only find a handful of righteous people
Know your time! Those who minister on the verge
in Sodom. We are ministering on the brink of judgment;
of judgment seldom encounter mass revival. Show me
therefore our days are like the days of Jeremiah who
in scripture where judgment and revival happened at the
faithfully prophesied but with little results. These are the
same time. God brings judgment when men’s sins are full
days you and I have been called on to minister. I do not say
and societies have given over to sin, hardheartedness, and
this to discourage you but to make you aware of the reality
impenitence. When you are ministering on the verge of
of your challenges---and to encourage you to press on in
judgment, it can be extremely frustrating. Jeremiah once
spite of the fact that in many
said, “I will not make
instances few may respond “Success is fulfilling the mission and declaring the mention of him, nor speak
to your message.
message. It isn’t in how people respond. That doesn’t any more in his name…”
What do you do mean we shouldn’t be hard on ourselves. We should all (Jer. 20:9). He said in
when you are called to be burdened by our lack of effort. ‘Am I doing my best to another place, “Oh that
minister in the days when
reach my community with the message of Christ?’ Judge I had in the wilderness
men will not endure sound
a lodging place of
yourselves but judge by the correct standard. I would
doctrine (2 Tim. 4:3)? Do
wayfaring men; that I
love
to
have
been
in
those
great
revival
times
but
these
you conclude, “There must
might leave my people .
be something wrong with the are our times. These can be frustrating times but they are . .” (9:2). Elijah once sat
message?” What do you do important and exciting times. Though our mission field down under a juniper tree
when you witness the rise of may be difficult, here is some good news: He will give and said, “It is enough;
the “ear scratchers” who heap more grace!”
now, O Lord, take away
crowds, prosper numerically
my life . . .” (1 Kg. 19:4).
and financially, and build palatial churches? Do you say,
These can be frustrating times, but they will be
“There must be something wrong with Zion Assembly?”
more frustrating if we keep focusing on the results and not
Or do you ponder in mind, “If Zion Assembly is right, why
the mission. Success is fulfilling the mission and declaring
are we not drawing crowds and building great cathedrals
the message. It isn’t in how people respond. That doesn’t
like some others are doing?”
mean we shouldn’t be hard on ourselves. We should all be
In times of scant fruit-production, people will be
burdened by our lack of effort. “Am I doing my best to
tempted to question the teachings, government, and methods
reach my community with the message of Christ?” Judge
of the church; and the weak may leave because they are
yourselves but judge yoursselves by the correct standard.
results-oriented rather than message-oriented. The weak
I would love to have been in those great revival times but
may leave and join the crowds because they have ignorantly
these are our times. These can be frustrating times but they
concluded, “Those with the greatest number of adherents
are important and exciting times. Though our mission field
must be doing it right.” Yet the scripture condemns the
may be difficult, here is some good news: He will give
“ear scratchers” and their multitude of adherents. You may
more grace! It is in the context of a world influenced by
say, “Brother Sullivan, are you condemning numerical
the spirit of antichrist that John wrote, “Greater is he that
success?” Not at all! I believe in numbers. I’m simply
is in you than he that is in the world” (1 Jn. 4:4). If we seek
saying you’re counting the wrong numbers. It isn’t how
His face, He will give more power. We need His power. We
many respond but how many hear! Our responsibility is to
can’t do anything without Him but we “can do all things
preach the Gospel to EVERY creature in ALL the world!
through Christ which strengtheneth [us]” (Phil. 4:13). We
That mission doesn’t change or depend upon the response.
are “more than conquerors through him…” (Rom. 8:37).
When society no longer endures sound doctrine, we are still
He can give us a wisdom that cannot be resisted. “Put
told to “Preach the Word” (2 Tim. 4:2). Listen! There isn’t
on the whole armor of God…” (Eph. 6:11). “Gird up the
anything wrong with the Gospel and the doctrine of Christ
loins of your mind…” (1 Pet. 1:13). “Break up your fallow
we are preaching. There is something wrong with society!
ground” (Hos. 10:12). “Make full proof of thy ministry” (2
Jeremiah ministered to a hardhearted people. He
Tim. 4:5).
ministered while surrounded by false prophets who were
embraced by society. Jeremiah questioned, “Why is their
“And that, knowing the time, that now it is high
word different than mine?” God responded, “They speak
time to awake out of sleep: for now is our salvation
a vision of their own heart” (Jer. 23:16). They were loved
nearer than when we believed. The night is far
because they prophesied lies the people wanted to hear. We
spent, the day is at hand: let us therefore cast off
must acquire the mindset of ancient prophets like Micaiah
the works of darkness, and let us put on the armor
who, when told to change his message to fit what the other
of light (Rom. 13:11-12)
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Sanctification: the Biblical Solution to the Sin Nature
Anton Burnette
Cleveland, TN
Note: this paper was presented in fulfillment of the requirement for
the “Holiness-Pentecostal History and Theology” course taught in
the School of Ministry in Cleveland, May 8-12.

The reality of the Christian life is that after initial salvation, wherein the believer’s individual sins are washed
away, there remains a problem. The work of justification deals with the believer’s actual sins. “Therefore
being justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ” (Rom. 5:1). The remaining
issue is inherent sin, also known as “Adamic sin,” “original sin,” and “depravity.” Christians have established
doctrines and practices to try to deal with this issue. Most have abandoned or have never heard of the biblical
solution, namely, sanctification as a second definite instantaneous work of grace.
Do Your Best-ism. When one abandons sanctification as a second, definite work of grace, the effects
of original sin in the life of the believer still must be dealt with. Some Christians readily accept this state of
depravity as a constant. They tell their followers to “just do your best.” They seem to gladly report that they
are still sinners. They say they are sinners who have been forgiven, and that they must continue to sin daily.
They presume that God is inadequate and incapable of actually dealing with and purifying their sin nature.
Their view of sanctification (if they have one at all) is that sanctification begins at salvation and is a gradual
work that continues till the Christian’s death. So when you finally attain sanctification, you are in heaven,
which ironically is the one place this work will be unneeded: for all will be glorified in heaven.
Do Your Worst-ism. One problem with “Do Your Best-ism” is that it, at times, morphs into “Do Your
Worst-ism.” The acceptance that there is no way to deal with the sin nature, that is, for those who are married
to the belief that one cannot lose their salvation (doctrine of eternal security or “once-saved-always-saved”),
leads believers down a road to accept not only that they cannot stop sinning, but that they are justified by
God in the midst of their sinning. This abrogates not only Christian holiness but rejects the holiness of God.
According to this false teaching, God essentially becomes a partner in the believer’s continued sin. “What
shall we say then? Shall we continue in sin, that grace may abound? God forbid. How shall we, that are
dead to sin, live any longer therein?” (Rom. 6.1-2).
Sanctification: The work of sanctification comes at a crisis moment in the believer‘s life. The crisis
is the realization that although one’s sins have been forgiven one still has the sin nature within. A second,
definite work of unmerited grace is needed. Sanctification is that work. It is an instantaneous, miraculous
work in the heart of the believer that eradicates the sin nature, removing the inclination and propensity to sin.
“Our old man is crucified with Him, that the body of sin might be destroyed, that henceforth we should not
serve sin” (Rom. 6:6). This is not simply a forensic work but rather “they that are Christ’s have crucified the
flesh with the affections and lusts” (Gal. 5:24). The biblical solution to the sin nature is the second, definite
work of grace which Christ provided in His atoning sacrifice on the Cross.
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The School of Ministry was instrumental to me in
learning more about the Bible church. This was my first time attending
the school. I had been anticipating learning as much as I could in my first
week of classes. Each class was geared to help the students understand
the importance of our role in these last days to propagate the message of
God’s church.
In the first class Brother Sullivan taught the Sermon on the Mount
from Matthew 5-7. He showed us how Jesus’ law superseded the Mosaic
law. In the day that we live so many have a false view of grace; they want
to lower the bar. Jesus is lifting the standard. He is raising the bar. Jesus is
establishing His character in us. He teaches us who to be---not just what to
do. Zion has to be a people that has the heart and character of Jesus.
Sister Wanda was our Greek instructor. She explained the value of
learning Koine Greek so we would have a better understanding of how to
look up specific words in the Bible. We learned how to use Biblehub on the
internet in order to search the meaning of particular words in verses. Sister
Wanda gave us the tools to dig deeper into God’s Word with the aim to
become better students of the Bible. It is important for us to “study to shew
[ourselves] approved unto God, [workmen] that needeth not to be ashamed,
rightly dividing the word of truth.”
Brother Phillips instructed us in the “Bible Church” course. He
introduced his new book titled The Bible Church along with the three-fold aim
of the book. We covered the importance of creating an awareness of the Bible
church and its divine mission in the world; the value of realizing the nature
of God’s call for Christian unity and union; and the need to expose the error
of denominationalism, independent ministries, Roman Catholicism, etc., for
the reason that Jesus has called believers to be one visible body of Christ.
Brother Phillips assigned the reading of the book in addition to examination
questions to achieve a better and clearer understanding. Christians need to be
able to grasp what Jesus purposed in establishing His church.
The Media Ministries Class taught by Brother Anton instructed us
how to most effectively use the media of our day to spread the message of
the Gospel and the church. Media is the means of mass communication.
The early church used the Gospel and letters to advance the cause of Christ.
Today the internet is a force-multiplier, meaning that we can use social media
networks to reach the most people with a minimal amount of cost and effort.
The class was divided into two teams and assigned a homework project to
create a FaceBook video advertising the School of Ministry. The goal was
to see how many “likes” the posted videos would receive. It was a fun and
practical way to see how productive the church can be using the internet.
In the last class, History of Christianity, Brother Sullivan explained
the history of the church, including the fall and restoration of the church.
It is imperative that we know how the church fell like it did in order for
history not to repeat itself among us in Zion Assembly. We must remain true
to God’s Word, including being full of the Holy Ghost so that we fulfill His
plan for His church.
God has blessed Zion Assembly with knowledgeable instructors
to train its ministers and members. The School of Ministry is essential to
those who desire to know more regarding the church. I am grateful for
the opportunity I had to attend the school this year. I came home with an
enthusiasm to transplant what I learned in my children and community. The
School of Ministry is beneficial to all who are willing to learn.

Cindy George
Greenville, SC
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Upon rising this morning (May 16th) in preparation for a full day
in the School of Ministry, I felt the presence of the Lord. He is my strength
and stay. I also felt His presence during the morning devotional service in
the sanctuary.
After leaving for what I call a field trip (Church History Tour),
Cindy George and I were privileged to ride with Marie Crook; she shared a
lot of history of the surrounding area with us! It turns out she is a native of
East Tennessee and Western North Carolina and was very informative of
its rich history. Our first stop was in Culberson, NC. Brother Phillips told
of Bishop A.J. Tomlinson’s arrival in this small community on the train in
1899. From gun shootouts to being stranded in his underwear in the woods,
he opened to us Brother Tomlinson’s unfolding vision of the church.
The next stop was Fields of the Wood where another vision of the
church was developed by A. J. Tomlinson and his followers. From massive
mountain testaments (300 ft. high) to an adjacent hillside of biblical
markers, there was so much to take in. As a young woman I was baptized
in a pool in Fields of the Wood by my pastor at that time, Harold Butts.
We enjoyed a wonderful meal at Eddie and Mary Etta Hawk’s
rustic cottage nestled in the beautiful mountains of East Tennessee; then we
worshipped together in the “Salvation Praise Fellowship” chapel located
in the Hawk’s retreat center. We sang, testified, and rejoiced together
in the Spirit of the Lord. The view of the mountains was breathtaking!
Our trip ended at Barney Creek where we were privileged to hear
more history of the church narrated by Brother Phillips: and we shared the
Lord’s Supper together with our brothers and sisters in Christ. It was such
an amazing day; I wish it could have lasted longer. It’s always wonderful
to get together with God’s people. I strongly encourage anyone who has
not been to the School of Ministry to attend. You will learn so much about
our church and its rich heritage. It’s just a wonderful experience!
Becky Land
Greenville, SC
The School of Ministry in Cleveland had as its theme this year,
“Break-Up Your Fallow Ground.” We were encouraged to go out and
work on new skills and talents for God to proclaim the Gospel of the
Kingdom and to build God’s church. We are to stretch ourselves and make
sure we are doing all we can for the Lord. Joining us this year were
international missionaries Joaness Okal Oboo from Kenya, David Gomba
from Tanzania, and Sam and Oi Bureenok from Thailand.
Seventeen students enrolled for the post graduate class and more
than twenty attended. The main subject this year was prepared and taught
to us by Bishop Phillips---“The Bible Church” which is the title of his new
book. We also had a new instructor this year, Anton Burnette, who assisted
Brother Scott Neill in teaching “Media Ministries.” The field trip (Church
History Tour) this year included a special communion service at the site of
R. G. Spurling’s gristmill on Barney Creek, the place where he established
Christian Union in August 1886. That was the beginning of the “restored”
Church of God.
One of the secondary themes was unity and union in the church.
We must be unified in love and spirituality, and formed together in an
outward union to be God’s church---that is, local congregations need to
be established across the globe declaring God’s message---all teaching
the same message. It will take this to fulfill Christ’s commission, and for
us to be the bride of Christ that will one day be presented to Him without
spot or wrinkle. The wonderful fellowship we had during these two weeks
(May 7-19) was a testimony to those principles. The Lord also blessed us
each morning in our disciplined devotions. I thank God for the School of
Ministry and hope to see more attend next year.
Vernon Johnson
Roanoke, VA
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received into the church
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Annual Cook-Out, Recreation, and Fellowship at the Phillips’ House

Water Balloon Battle

Lots of Fun Activities

Kick ball

Little Giants

Great Fellowship

Corn Toss

Safe at First

Horseshoe competition
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Inspired and Generous Givers

In the course of his teaching on the history of the early church in the recent School of Ministry, the Presiding
Bishop had made mention of the 38 volume set of Ante- and Post Nicene Fathers and what an asset this voluminous
collection would be to the church’s library---especially to students who would be researching and doing papers to
fulfill course requirements in the School of Ministry and the envisioned Bible college. Then, lo and behold, the
Lord moved upon two of our Mississippi pastors---Allen Thompson (Kosciusko) and Chase Larmour (Okolona)--to lead their churches in sponsoring the magnificent set shown in the photo above. “Ask and ye shall receive!”
The books arrived at the International Offices only a few days following the close of the school in Cleveland on
May 19th.

Mary Orange, the mother of Jim Orange, one of our faithful ministers in Zion Assembly recently made a donation
of over $11,000 to our International Offices. This generous donation was given toward paying off the church’s
indebtedness, and also in anticipation of building the new addition to our International Ministries Complex in
Cleveland.
The envisioned new addition will
be 10,000. sq. ft. and two stories. It
will facilitate the beginnings of a Bible
college, a library, offices, storage rooms,
classrooms, kitchen and large dining
room and fellowship hall, and provide
much-needed additional space for our
International Offices.
Mary has been attending our
church in Cleveland for several years
and is active in worship, and supports
every program in the church. She is a
great asset to the church’s ministry and
missionary outreach. In addition, Mary
and Jim regularly open their home to
missionaries, and to Assembly delegates
and School of Ministry students.
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Nicaragua National Convention
Managua
I had the opportunity to attend the National
Convention in the country of Nicaragua. It was my first
time meeting the brethren from this beautiful part of the
world. What added to my joy is that I was born in this
country and it was my first time preaching in this nation.
I arrived in Managua, the capital, the day before the start
of the convention. I was blessed to have been picked up
by one my aunts who drove me around town during the
convention. I was able to share with her and others stories
of what God is doing around the world. The convention
was held in the central church in Managua where a new
building has been erected for local church services but
also to serve as a national headquarters. People normally
take public transportation (buses, taxis, etc.) to travel:
for most do not own a vehicle. But their deisre to attend
the convention is great and so they make the effort.
The 4th Annual Convention begin on Friday night
with great anticipation. The brethren began to come in a
few minutes before the session began at 7 p.m. The theme
of this convention was “Restoring the Wall” based on
Nehemiah 2:20. The convention was opened by the National
Overseer, Freddy Garcia, giving a welcome and making
opening statements, This was followed by an awesome
time of singing in which the singers gave the Spirit freedom
to move and encourage the people. The delegates praised
His holy name. Then a wonderful presence was felt in
the sanctuary that was nothing short of beautiful. It was
a great time in the presence of the Lord. Time was then
given to our headquarters representative and international
youth director, Miguel A. Garcia, Jr. to share the Word.
He encouraged the convention to work and build together,
for we all have the same goals. And though we may have
different callings and talents, we work in the same body and
under the same covenant and divine government. Indeed,
we build in different parts of the world, but in the same
house---the Lord’s Zion! Just as the people of Israel built
with one hand and with the other held a sword (Nehemiah
4:17-18), so we must also build in love and fight the enemy
through prayer, consecration and preaching the truth.
The second day began with a women’s ministry
program and a powerful message from our women’s
ministry director, Eugenia Garcia. She challenged us from
the Word to build up the women ministries in our local
churches and to reach out for souls. In the afternoon session
we experienced a time of worship and preaching by one
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of our pastors, Julio Urbina, from our church in Rivas. He
challenged us to “count it all as joy” as we work in God’s
church. After supper break we reconvened, and in the heat of
the day and evening it was beautiful to hear people singing
with all their hearts and might. This was, however, in spite
of weather conditions---for at one point the heat of the day
reached about 95 degrees inside the building. During the
evening session, worship was once again central to the
convention. As the people sang, the Spirit moved in a sweet
manner. We had special singing from some of our pastors
and laborers in the nation. Then our National Overseer took
his place and preached a timely message titled, “And I will
build my church!” He let us know that God has a plan to
build a church after His own heart and desire. We will be
part of that church if we walk in subjection to His will.
After his message, he took time to administer the covenant
to 3 new members and receive them into Zion Assembly.
After this, the people came to the altar and pourrd out their
hearts to the Lord seeking to be guided by Him.
The last day of convention was opened with songs
followed by a beautiful time for children’s ministry. The
children sang together to the delight of the convention
delegates. Then reports were given, special songs sung, and
time was again given to the headquarters representative to
expound upon the Word and encourage the flock of God.
He spoke from Jesus’s words in John 13:35. As we work in
restoring the walls of God’s house, we must not forget to
build in love---love for God and love towards each other.
The Spirit moved as the convention was encouraged to go
back into their fields of labor to tell the people the truth
of the Gospel of Jesus Christ and His church while not
forgetting also to live it out in a practical way.
Finally, we entered into a time of consecration
as we approached the time for national appointments.
The Spirit of God moved as we prayed over the sick, the
people were healed and encouraged in the Lord. I was also
encouraged by some young ministers who are stepping up
to the plate with the desire and vision to carry this message
to every community in Nicaragua. The national overseer
reported a membership of 150 in Nicaragua, including 25
new members who were received into the church a few
days before the convention began. The attendance of the
convention was 120. Praise the Lord!
Miguel Garcia, Jr., reporter

God’s Mighty Restoration Power
A Testimony in connection with P.U.S.H.--“Pray-Until-Something-Happens!”

Four years into my marriage, not long after I had
given my life over to the Lord, my husband became addicted
to drugs. Austin’s addiction became so bad that he lost his
amazing job, and consequently we lost our home, cars, and
literally everything---and he ended up also losing his wife
and children.
After our separation, I moved in with my parents
for a few months, who thankfully helped me every step of
the way. I had a wonderful support system in my family,
and in Austin’s family and my church family. I had many
mother and father figures in my local church. Many of
the ladies and couples opened their homes to me and my
children. My church family was my rock. It didn’t matter
the hour or the day, they were always there for me when I
needed them.
The three years of being separated from Austin I
tried time and again to save my marriage and each time
it failed. I always ended up heart-broken with the reality
that my husband was an addict; and that drugs came before
his family. I wanted so badly for my marriage to work; yet
when I looked into the eyes of the man I loved dearly I
realized he had become another man. He wasn’t the man
I married four years earlier. Austin had been at one time a
devoted husband and father who had worked two to three
jobs at a time for his family. Yet now I hated to face him. I
would cry for hours after seeing him in such a state because
I knew the man he once was---before the addiction had
overtaken his life.
The devil comes to steal, kill and destroy, and he
was doing just that to our family. I could never bring myself
to divorce him; I never thought twice about given up on him.
No matter how bad he got or no matter what awful things
he had done to me and our children, I couldn’t bring myself
to divorce him. I had seen what God had done for others,
and I believed God could also restore my marriage; that He
could make Austin whole again; that He could deliver him
from his addiction and restore all that had been broken.
Still, the time had come to move on for the sake
of our children. It didn’t mean that I didn’t want Austin,
it meant the children and I had to start a life of our own
to survive---until God saw fit to bring Austin back to us.
They needed peace and stability. They deserved that. After
months of living with my parents, I had saved up and got
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Mason and Lakin and me a little house to rent, and God
blessed us and I was able to buy a vehicle with cash. I had
a low income job, my rent was more than I could handle,
and I couldn’t get any government assistance: yet the Lord
provided for me and the children. I was faithful in all things
to Him, and in return He was faithful to me.
During those three years of being a single mother
raising Mason and Lakin, I realized the only thing that
could bring Austin back home to us was the Lord. I prayed
and fasted, and so did our children. Mason and Lakin never
missed a church service without requesting prayer for their
dad. Mason would stand in prayer for his dad often. They
would be in the altar seeking God for him and genuinely
praying that God would deliver him and bring him back
home to us.
On December 25, 2015 Austin was at the point of
suicide. Something in his life needed to change; he was at
his lowest; he had lost everything! He wanted so badly for
me to save him. But I remember looking into his eyes and
telling him “It’s not me who can save you nor help you.
Only God can.” And thankfully God did! Austin started
coming to church on his own. He got involved in Mason’s
and Lakin’s life again and gradually our marriage was
restored. God had sustained me during this difficult time.
On February 11th of this year, we will celebrate
eight wonderful years of marriage. Although I faced some
really tough times with Austin, I count it all joy. I’m thankful
I went through what I did. I am where I am today because
of the Lord. Our marriage is the best it’s ever been. We
recently moved into our new home. Austin was able to get
his old job back, and I recently started a new amazing job.
Austin has been drug free for over a year now. There isn’t
anything too big for my God! It took three very long years
for the Lord to bring him back home to us, but God’s timing
is perfect. We both needed to go through some things to
place us where we are today. I’ve learned so much from it
all. I grew closer to God, my children grew closer to God,
and the tough times kept us on our knees praying. We prayed
until something happened. I encourage you all: never give
up! Never think your situation is too big for God. What He
did for me and my family, I know he will do for you.
Michelle Blakeney
West Mobile, AL
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Up-Coming Events
Northern California, Oregon, Washington---------June 9-11
S. California, Nevada----------------------------------- June 16-18
West Virginia, VA, PA, Maryland- ------------------ June 16-18
Tennessee--------------------------------------------------June 23-25
South Carolina, North Carolina----------------------July 7-9
Indiana, Kentucky, Illinois-----------------------------July14-16
Mississippi, Alabama, Louisiana-------------------- -July 28-30
Tennessee Youth Camp (Westmoreland,TN)------June 9-13
Children’s Day Worldwide---------------------------June 4

