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Editorials . . . 
“Behold, your reward is great in Heaven”----Jesus

           Our pastors, mission workers, and churches excelled again in the recent March 
Mission Drive, exceeding last year’s total by more than $10,000 (see p.13). When I 
received the report from the General Treasurer and the break-down according to the 
particular churches and missions, I was reminded of Jesus’ words, “Rejoice . . . and leap 
for joy: for, behold, your reward is great in heaven . . .” (Lu. 6. 23). 
           We all will be wise to keep our eyes on the prize set before us---on the reward laid up for the righteous (1 
Cor. 9.24-27; Col. 1.5; 2 Tim. 4.8). For it is certain that we will at times be tempted to become “weary in well 
doing” (Gal. 6.9; 2 Thess. 3.13), and, if yielded to, will cause our zeal to wane and make us fall behind in the race 
and become unprofitable. Remember the apostle’s admonition,

“Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye steadfast, unmovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, 
forasmuch as ye know that your labor is not in vain in the Lord” (1 Cor. 15.58).

          Jesus’ and the apostles’ promises of an eternal and heavenly reward is an incentive for us to endure and press 
forward in all circumstances, and to “always abound in the work of the Lord.”  Let us then, “not be weary in well 
doing,” but rather be vigilant and “encourage one another” to excel in the work of the Lord! 

King Josiah’s example is a good pattern to follow:

“Josiah . . . set the priests in their charges, and encouraged them to the service of the house of the Lord” 
(2 Chron. 35.1-2).

Outstanding SOM Terms

 The two terms of the School of Ministry (SOM) conducted April 2-14 in northern and southern California 
were outstanding (see reports in this issue on pp.7-9). And we are expecting no less exciting and profitable terms 
of the school coming up in Cleveland (May 7-19). Again this year several overseers and mission workers from at 
least three nations will be attending, and many of our pastors and local church leaders from several states here in the 
United States have enrolled for at least one of the one-week terms.

Historical Church Tour

 The historical church tour will again be conducted this year during the second week of the SOM (May 
16). The public is invited to participate in this one-day trek through the mountains of Monroe and Polk counties 
in Tennessee and Cherokee County, North Carolina. The tour includes visiting significant sites connected with the 
origin and early development of the church, and includes a bountiful lunch served in a rustic lodge situated in the 
mountains surrounding Coker Creek near where R. G. Spurling set Christian Union in order on August 19, 1886. 
The tour and lunch is free to all SOM students (the cost for non-students is $10 per meal, $5 for children under 
10). The tour will begin at the Cleveland church at 9 a.m. and return at approximately 5 p.m. (Visitors desiring to 
participate are requested to notify the church office secretary, Marie, at (423) 476-3337, so that sufficient food may 
be prepared for the luncheon.   
 The historical church tour has become a favorite event connected with the School of Ministry. Interest as 
well as participation has increased every year since the first tour was conducted in 2006. 

Wade H. Phillips
Presiding Bishop
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“The Lord God hath given me the tongue 
of the learned, that I should know how 
to speak a word in season to him that is 
weary . . .”

                                  Isa 50.4
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Called to be Different
 Chosen to be the Light of the World

Note: this message was preached by Bishop Sullivan in the opening
         session of the SOM  in San Jose, California on April 2, 2017.

 If ye were of the world, the world would love his own: but because ye are not of the world, but I have chosen you 
out of the world, therefore the world hateth you (Jn. 15.19).

 If  you  are a child of God, you are different---
different from the world around you.  When you were saved, 
you were BORN AGAIN.  This means your spirit was 
brought to life and recreated making your very essence new. 
2 Cor. 5:17 says, “Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a 
new creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things 
are become new.” This spiritual transformation makes you  
different from the non-Christian: for when you accepted 
Christ, you entered into a different kingdom, choosing to be 
ruled by God.  Col 1:13 says, He has “delivered us from the 
power of darkness, and hath translated us into the kingdom 
of his dear Son . . .” This means you chose 
Christ as your king and, by doing so, you 
chose to operate under a different ruler. 
True, you are presently in this world but 
you are no longer ruled by the “god of 
this world” (2 Cor. 4:4). You used to be 
under the rule of darkness but now you 
are under the rule of Christ. While Jesus 
is your Lord, sinners are being ruled by 
“the spirit of disobedience.” They are 
being manipulated by the “prince of the 
power of the air” (Eph 2:1-3).  
 To be “manipulated” means 
someone is influencing you to do what 
they want you to do, while, at the same 
time, making you think you are making 
the decisions. Satan manipulates sinners. 
They believe they are “doing their own 
thing” but they are being influenced by an unseen, spiritual 
force. We, on the other hand, are not of this present age. 
We are citizens of another kingdom, temporarily living in 
a foreign land. We are children of God living among the 
“children of the wicked one.” We are wheat growing among 
the tares until the end time harvest (Mt. 13:37-43).
 Jesus repeats the essential message in our text 
passage in Jn. 17:14-16, “I have given them thy word; and 
the world hath hated them, because they are not of the 
world, even as I am not of the world.  I pray not that thou 
shouldest take them out of the world, They are not of the 
world, even as I am not of the world.” Christ transformed 
our nature and translated us into His kingdom but He 
has chosen to leave us in this world to be His witnesses. 
Christian, remember: we are not of this world! We are 

different. We are strangers---sojourners and pilgrims, 
which by definition means we are not from here, nor are we 
staying here. We are “aliens.” When we think of an “alien” 
we think of a being from another planet. Jesus said, “Ye are 
not of (this) world.” For sinners, this is their world.  They 
follow the customs of this world and they share the values 
of this world.  Because it is their world, they are putting 
down roots here. We don’t put down roots here because we 
are just visiting. Our citizenship is in heaven (Phil. 3:20).  
Our faith in God and the Spirit of God have reshaped 
our hearts and minds.  How we think and what we love 

is different; and as we grow more in the 
likeness of Christ and deeper in godliness 
we become even more different from the 
citizens of this world. 
           Our worldview is vastly different 
from the people of this present world:

They live for this life and we live for 
the life to come. They value this life 
and we value eternal life. They lay 
up treasures here and we live to lay 
up treasures in heaven. They live by 
sight, we live by faith. They live to the 
will of the flesh; we live to the will of 
the Spirit. They follow the lusts of the 
flesh; whereas we have mortified the 
deeds of the flesh through the Spirit. 
They live selfishly; we live selflessly. 

They live by their own laws which condone carnal 
living; we live by the laws of God. This is their day and 
their night is coming; whereas this is our night and our 
day is coming. They are facing death, we are facing life. 
Our wisdom is foolishness to them, and the wisdom of 
this world is foolishness to us!  
          
Because we are not of this world, the world doesn’t 
understand us. 1 John 3:1 says, “Behold, what manner of 
love the Father hath bestowed upon us, that we should be 
called the sons of God: therefore the world knoweth us not, 
because it knew him not.” The Gospel challenges all men 
to decide whether they will believe in the God of the Bible 
and eternity or if they will not believe.
  What is considered wisdom is dictated by 

likeness of Christ and deeper in godliness 
we become even more different from the 
citizens of this world. 
           Our worldview is vastly different 
from the people of this present world:

They live for this life and we live for 
the life to come. They value this life 
and we value eternal life. They lay 
up treasures here and we live to lay 
up treasures in heaven. They live by 
sight, we live by faith. They live to the 
will of the flesh; we live to the will of 
the Spirit. They follow the lusts of the 
flesh; whereas we have mortified the 
deeds of the flesh through the Spirit. 
They live selfishly; we live selflessly. 
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whether one believes God’s Word or whether one does 
not. Therefore, there is the wisdom of the unbeliever and 
there is the wisdom of the believer (1 Cor. 2:6).  If you only 
believe in this life, then wisdom dictates you only live for 
this TEMPORARY world. “Eat, drink, and be merry” is the 
motto of this world.  Even Paul acknowledged this (15:32).  
If you believe in an ETERNAL world to come, it is only 
wise to live for that world. To the believer, it only makes 
sense to invest your life in the world to come---and thus 
to present one’s body a “living sacrifice” in service to the 
Lord (Rom. 12:1).  As Peter said, “Seeing then that all these 
things shall be dissolved, what manner of persons ought ye 
to be in all holy conversation and godliness?” (2 Pet. 3:11)
            Wisdom says live as a pilgrim. The child of God 
looks at the unbeliever, who is living for today, and sees 
foolishness. So does God! Paul 
writes, “…the wisdom of this 
world is foolishness with God” 
(1 Cor. 3:19).  “For what is a 
man profited, if he shall gain 
the whole world, and lose his 
own soul? or what shall a 
man give in exchange for his 
soul?” (Mt. 16:26). We say, 
“Love not the world...for the 
world passeth away” (1 Jn. 
2:15-17). To the believer Jesus 
is “made unto us wisdom…” (1 Cor. 1:30). He is the power 
of God and the wisdom of God” (v. 24). “In Christ are hid 
all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge” (Col. 2:3).  And 
again, “The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom”
(Prov. 9:10).  We speak wisdom but not the wisdom of this 
world. “Howbeit we speak wisdom among them that are 
perfect: yet not the wisdom of this world, nor of the princes 
of this world, that come to nought: but we speak the wisdom 
of God in a mystery, even the hidden wisdom, which God 
ordained before the world unto our glory” (1 Cor. 2:6-7).  
         The majority of the people in the world are not 
believers.  Therefore our manner of life is foolishness to 
them. The idea that Jesus is the Son of God and died for our 
sins is foolishness to them.  “For the preaching of the cross 
is to them that perish foolishness; but unto us which are 
saved it is the power of God” (1:18).  They tout themselves 
as being knowledgeable and wise. They are conceited 
and arrogant about their wisdom. But God says, “…I will 
destroy the wisdom of the wise, and will bring to nothing 
the understanding of the prudent” (v. 19).
 You can’t come to God by human knowledge and 
wisdom: but only by faith: “For after that in the wisdom of 
God the world by (their) wisdom knew not God, it pleased 
God by the foolishness of preaching to save them that 
believe” (v. 21). Therefore, to become a Christian you must 
reject their atheistic knowledge and their wisdom: “Let no 
man deceive himself: if any man among you seemeth to be 

wise in this world, let him become a fool, that he may be 
wise” (3.18).
 Jesus said, unbelievers are foolish men building 
their lives on the sand (Mt. 7:26). They live for this world 
and thus God says, “Thou fool, this night thy soul shall be 
required of thee, then whose shall all this be?” (Lu. 12:20). 
As one man said, “Would you rather be considered wise for 
a moment and a fool for ever or be considered a fool for a 
moment and wise forever?” 
        True believers talk different than worldly people. 
Their speech is filled with vulgarity, hatefulness, and spite.  
Therefore, they ridicule us because we don’t talk like them.  
We dress different from the world around us.  They dress 
provocatively and spend their time and money focused on 
decorating their outward man.  They dress according to 

their worldly values.  On the 
other hand, we don’t focus 
on our outward appearance.  
It isn’t important to us.  We 
focus on the inner man, 
adorning the “hidden man 
of the heart” (1 Pet. 3:4).  
They live in the sight of 
men.  We live in the sight of 
God.  They live selfishly and 
carnally to please the lusts 
of the flesh, and they make 

laws to justify their actions. We live selflessly, led by the 
Spirit and commandments of God.  Our view that “sex is 
for marriage” is insane to them. They have their own law 
that says otherwise.  Our view that marriage is for life is 
unrealistic to them.  We believe you make a vow and you 
recognize it for life.  They stay married as long as it pleases 
them and all is well.  That’s their wisdom, not God’s. That’s 
their law, not God’s.
 We can’t be believers and walk after the wisdom 
of unbelievers. We can’t see the light and walk like we’re 
still in the dark.  We used to be foolish but now we are 
wise.  We used to be in the dark but now we are the light 
of the world (Is. 60:1-5; Mt. 5:14-15). Satan tempts us to 
focus on his world and to live by its values. We must not do 
it!  The world wants to make us “fit in” to its standard, but 
we must not!  We will never be more than misfits and fools 
to the world.  The Christian will always be the target of 
ridicule. Clemson football coach Dabo Swinney was asked 
how he prepared his team to remain on top---knowing that 
everyone was going to be out to beat them. He said, “I told 
them to embrace the target.” Child of God, don’t run from 
being different---embrace it.  Embrace being a fool for 
Christ. Reject the temptation to “fit in.” We’re not here to 
fit in. We’re here to be light. The world will make you the 
target of ridicule because you are different.  Embrace the 
target.  Choose to be different!  Choose to be light!

“We can’t be believers and walk after 
the wisdom of unbelievers. We can’t 
see the light and walk like we’re still in 
the dark. We used to be foolish but now 
we are wise.  We used to be in the dark 
but now we are the light of the world.” 
(Is. 60:1-5; Mt. 5:14-15)
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Lost and Found
Note: this message was preached by Pastor Art Carillo, mission director 
in Visalia, CA, during the Disciplined Worship session of the SOM in San 
Jose on April 6, 2017.   

          There are some important things pertaining to 
the Christian life that have been LOST in the maze of 
denominationalism, but which are plainly revealed on 
the pages of the New Testament. To begin with there is 
the significance of the name, “Christian.” Just what is a 
Christian? Disciples of the Lord are called “Christians”
in the New Testament. Just as soon as the Gentiles saw 
the goodness of the Lord in believers transformed by the 
grace of God, this new name was given to them. “And 
the disciples were called CHRISTIANS first in Antioch” 
(Acts 11:26). Again we see this name in Acts 26:28: “Then 
Agrippa said unto Paul, Almost thou persuadest me to be 
a CHRISTIAN.” This makes me wonder IF this king knew 
that IF he OBEYED the Gospel which Paul preached, 
that he too would be a CHRISTIAN. Accordingly, if 
WE obey the Gospel that is rightly preached today, are 
we not CHRISTIANS? In fact, is not EVERYONE who 
REPENTS and RECEIVES our Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ and OBEYS the Gospel a Christian? “Christian” 
is again seen in the first epistle of Peter: “Yet if any man 
suffer as a CHRISTIAN, let him not be ashamed; but let him 
glorify God on his behalf” (1 Pet. 4:16.) Let us NOT forget 
that CHRISTIAN and REPENTANCE and OBEDIENCE 
go hand in hand. Yet within the contemporary realm of 
so-called “Christendom,” the term “Christian” is rapidly 
losing its original significance--- namely, Christ-likeness! 
This must be restored in Zion Assembly.  
   Another thing that many seem to have LOST is 
the fact that there is ONLY one body, or ONE church. This 
IS a serious matter. In Eph. 4:4 we are told that, “there is 
one body.” Then we read: “And [Christ] is the head of the 
body, the church” (Col 1:18.) And again: “And hath put all 
things under his feet, and gave him to be the head over all 
things to the church, which IS his body” (Eph. 1:22-23.) 
          The body of Christ IS the church of Christ, or 
“the church of God.” AND the church of God IS the body 
of Christ; we MUST NOT LOSE sight of this fact: “But 
now are they many members, yet but one body” (1 Cor. 
12:20.) These “many members” are NOT a reference to 
“many DENOMINATIONS,” neither to some world-wide 
“invisible body,” but rather to an actual church---a visible 
body made up of real individual members formed together 
by a covenant administered by a duly appointed minister 
and ratified by the Holy Ghost and the church.

          Another thing that we are in danger of LOSING is the 
FAITH that comes by hearing. We are told of this FAITH in 
Rom. 10:17: “So then faith cometh by hearing and hearing 
by the word of God.” Faith thus NOT ONLY COMES by 
hearing, BUT by hearing the RIGHT THING---the pure 
“Word of God.” John, in his record of the Gospel, wrote 
it this way: “And many other signs truly did Jesus in the 
presence of his disciples, which are not written in this book: 
but THESE ARE WRITTEN, that ye might believe that Jesus 
is the Christ, the Son of God; and that believing ye might 
have life through his name.” (Jn. 20:30-31). Peter said it 
like this: “Men and brethren, ye know how that a good 
while ago God made choice among us, that the Gentiles by 
my mouth should hear the word of the gospel, and believe”
(Acts 15:7). And so, it IS STILL that way, praise God! We 
“hear the Word of the Gospel, and believe.” Too many 
people are trying to believe WITHOUT  hearing “the Word 
of the Gospel.” This IS a serious error and subtle deceit. 
         True repentance is another thing that has been “lost” 
in the maze of denominationalism. Listen, repentance is 
produced by godly sorrow (2 Cor. 7:10): “For godly sorrow 
worketh repentance to salvation NOT to be repented of: but 
the sorrow of the world worketh death.” Godly sorrow is 
NOT repentance, but it worketh to repentance. We must 
never lose sight of the fact that WE MUST be moved by 
godly sorry to truly REPENT and be saved: that is, we must 
turn AWAY from sin, and TOWARD God. Jesus said: “I 
tell you, Nay: but, except ye repent, ye shall all likewise 
parish” (Lu. 13:3, 5).
        I call your attention to one last thing here that is 
slowly being “lost” in today’s so-called “Christian world.” 
That is godly living. “For the grace of God that bringeth 
salvation hath appeared to all men, teaching us that, 
denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live 
soberly, righteously, and godly, in this present world”
(Tit. 2:11-12.). Does living soberly, righteously, and godly 
describe the way YOU are living? If God was to reveal 
OUR OWN personal record, would it say WE are living 
“soberly, righteously, and godly, in this present world?”
Hear the apostle, “Now is the accepted time; behold, now is 
the day of salvation” (2 Cor. 6:2.)---NOT after we’re gone; 
NOT after we die; BUT NOW, praise God!
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School of Ministry
Pacific  Coast 

San Jose, CA

Rialto, CA

 The school in northern California was largely sponsored this year by the  
pastor and church in San Jose. Pastor Carrasco and his helpers did an outstanding 
job preparing the facilities and collating materials for the school, and also provided 
housing and hospitality for the faculty. Pastor Art Carillo and his wife, Sally, were 
also instrumental. Sally is the appointed co-ordinator for the SOM in northern 
California. Former co-ordinator, Glenda Major, was also a tremendous asset in 
promoting and supporting the school.
 Eighteen students were enrolled and the average attendance was 26. Four 
students graduated---William “Bill” James, Ed Gill, Jorge Carrassco, and Ruth 
Smith. The instructor’s were deeply instructive and the Holy Spirit seemed to hover 
over every class and session of the school.

     Sally Carillo, reporter and co-ordinator

 Daysi Abrego, the SOM co-ordinator for Southern California, did an 
outstanding job boosting the school and collating the materials. She was assisted 
by the former co-ordinator, Norie Garavito, and also Robert and Zeke Ramirez 
and others, The pastors also co-operated splendidly, boosting the school. Several 
churches sponsored meals for the entire student body, and a team of workers from 
the churches helped to prepare and serve the food. Also several families hosted the 
faculty members in their homes saving the school hundreds of dollars.
 Four courses of study were taught in the regular term of the school, and  
again this year the Presiding Bishop prepared materials for the post-graduate 
class.  This course of study was built on his new book, The Bible Church. All of 
the classes were deeply spiritual and outstanding. Fifty-two students enrolled and 
more than seventy attended the classes. Eight students graduated--- Celina Alcazar, 
Luis Alcazar, Roberto Lopez, Julio A. Martinez, Sergio Martinez, Victor Velasquez, 
Gilberto Zavala Jr., Rosalinda Zavala.

                                                                                    Wanda Busbee, reporter 
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“In All things showing thyself a pattern of good works . . .” Titus 2:7
“presentandote tu en todo como ejemplo de buenas obras . . . Tito 2:7

Am I following the PATTERN of Christ?
( Siguiendo el la Forma de Cristo?)

Western Region

 Despite the treacherous weather conditions and road closures, 69 California ladies finally made their way 
to the retreat in Soledad Canyon (Acton, CA) on Saturday morning, and God greatly blessed. I am thankful for the 
continued service of our southern California Ladies Ministries director, Maria Avila, and all those who assisted 
her in this retreat.

Eastern Region

 In Sevierville, TN, we had a total of 136 ladies to attend this year’s retreat. We were honored to have 30 
ladies from the Belmont and Emmanuel Baptist Churches in east Tennessee to visit during the Saturday morning 
session. They presented a beautiful program titled, “Priceless Stories of Women in the Bible.”
 Reports of experiences included 3 saved, 2 sanctified and several testified to receiving strength, healing, 
direction and deliverance.

Total ladies in both retreats: 205. Praise the Lord! 

The retreats ended with everyone inspired and determined to be a “pattern of good works” in all things (Titus 2:7).

                                                                                                                            Kim  Erwin,  Retreat director
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Oeste/Western Region

Soledad Canyon, Acton, CA 
(69 Ladies)

Este/Eastern Region 

Oak Tree Lodge, Sevierville, TN
(136 Ladies)
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 These verses record a time in Elijah’s life where 
he felt depressed. Oh yes, depressed! The same Elijah who 
brought down fire and rain from heaven felt down in heart 
and weak in spirit. Often we may feel down in heart and 
weak in spirit which could lead to depression. But we serve 
a living God who knows our infirmities. Thank you, Jesus! 
           Our text chapter opens up with Ahab giving his 
report to Jezebel about all the wondrous works Elijah was 
doing in the name of the Lord. Upon hearing this Jezebel 
sent a messenger to Elijah to issue her threat, and incite 
fear into the man of God. We now know that is the devil’s 
tactic to instill FEAR in us! Fear controls us in a way that 
no other feeling can. It makes us do what we don’t want to 
do, and leads us astray from our safe haven in the arms of 
the Lord.  Elijah heard about Jezebel’s threat and ran for 
his life. Some people today would have said, “Oh yeah, 
bring it on!” But Elijah knew his enemy was powerful. So 
he gave in to fear. And when he was alone, we get insight 
into what his fears were (v. 4).  I don’t think he was afraid 
of death, but rather afraid of dying at the hands of Jezebel. 
In a recent devotional in the Voice of Zion, a story is told 
that helps us relate to depression. I was inspired to speak 
on this because we are at the point in our new work in 
Toronto where our enemy seems powerful. Fear is among 
us and we are apt to do and say things that we ought not. I 
want to give Zion Assembly the encouragement I received 
from the example of Elijah in 1 Kg. 19 because the story 
doesn’t end in the first four verses. Elijah got to a place 
where he could be by himself---because he wanted to die. 
He looked at his accomplishments and saw that these things 
didn’t necessarily prevent tragedy ahead. If Jezebel was 
able to kill so many of God’s prophets, why would he be 
an exception? God allowed him to get to this place so He 
could show Elijah His works and rejuvenate him for His 
service. He sent food and water to give him strength for 
the journey and set the meeting place. (Something to think 
about is the significance of 40 days and 40 nights of fasting 

and consecration. A lot of great things happen when this 
formula is lived out and practiced!)
   When Elijah reached the meeting place in the 
wilderness he had a conversation with God. What stands 
out in this encounter is that God wasn’t in the wind, the 
earthquake, or the fire: but in the still small voice (v. 12). 
We often ignore that small voice, because we are looking 
for God in the big events. So too was Elijah, because when 
God asked him a second time, he gave the same reply---I’m 
running for my life! But God doesn’t want us to fear anyone 
or anything, so He reminds us that the ARMIES of heaven 
are subject to His will. They will be ready to fight for God’s 
people. Do you believe that? The story continues into the 
next chapters but we will stop here where we see Elijah 
receive the promise, and then sets out to do the Lord’s will. 
For as he lay under the juniper tree in the desert, “behold . 
. . an angel touched him, and said unto him, Arise and eat  
. . . And he arose and did eat and drink, and went in the 
strength of that meat forty days and forty nights unto Horeb 
[Sinai] the mount of God” (vv. 5, 8).   
           The “Jezebels” in the world today are powerful. But 
our God is great!--mighty!---awesome! ---all-knowing! all-
powerful! If his great prophet felt a point of weakness and 
depression, we today are subject to feel the same way at a 
given time. But the God of Elijah is also our God today. And 
He is still great!---mighty!---awesome!---all-knowing and 
all-powerful. Jesus died on the cross so we might be able to 
call upon God freely and boldly (Heb. 10.19 ). Anytime the 
pressures of life get us down, we can call upon God in faith 
and wait patiently for that small still voice. 
            In closing, I want to quote one of my favorite Gospel 
songs---“Whom shall I fear”---by Chris Tomlin: 

“I know Who goes before me, I know Who stands behind
The God of angels’ army, He is a friend of mine.

Whom shall I fear.”

Are You Downhearted?
                                                                               Stephen McKane

                                           Toronto, Canada

“Then Jezebel sent a messenger unto Elijah, saying, So let the gods do to me, and more 
also, if I make not thy life as the life of one of them by to morrow about this time, and when 
he saw that, he arose, and went for his life, and came to Beer-sheba, which belongeth to 
Judah, and left his servant there. But he himself went a day’s journey into the wilderness, 
and came and st down under a juniper tree: and he requested for himself that he might 
die; and said, It is enough; now, O Lord, take away my life; for I am not better than my 
fathers. (1 Kg. 19.2-4)
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March World Mission Drive

Chestnut Hill, TN                   $8,173.50
Okolono, MS                            $7,700.00 
Cleveland, TN                                  $7,647.00
Columbus, MS                                 $6,531.67
Greenville, SC                                  $5,023.01
Wilmington, NC                               $3,635.00
Anaheim, CA                                    $3,100.00
Rialto, CA                                         $3,000.00
Hesperia, CA                                    $2,500.00
Highgrove, CA                                 $2,500.00
Goshen, IN                                       $2,280.00
Bayou La Batre, AL                         $2,224.00
West Mobile, AL                              $1,970.30
Lompoc, CA                            $1,632.00
Roanoke, VA                                    $1,556.55
Ware Shoals, SC                               $1,522.47
Idamay, WV                                     $1,386.00
Zion of the Valley, CA (Van Nuys)  $1,108.00    

Dallas, OR                                                     $1,000.00   
Lancaster,CA                                                $1,000.00
Taylors, SC                                          $814.74
West Pelzer, SC                                              $714.37
Oil City, PA                                         $700.00
San Jose, CA               $700.00
Cabin Creek, WV                                $402.24 
Salisbury, MD                                     $400.00
Kosiusko, MS                                      $300.00
Ft. Morgan, CO                                   $300.00
Jacksboro, TN                               $270.00
Smithfield, WV                                   $250.00
Arroyo Grande, CA                                         $200.00
Oxnard, CA                                                     $200.00
Scottsville, KY            $186.00
Fries, VA                                   $125.00
Browder, KY              $111.75
Toronto, Canada                                    $88.14   
                                                                                  

Church Amount Church Amount

Grand Total: $71,251.74

 We are happy to report that our pastors, mission workers and churches have again excelled in the March 
World Mission Drive---exceeding last year’s offering by more than $10,000. Praise the Lord! I believe we can say 
with Jesus: “Behold, your reward is great in heaven.” Our people are living out Jesus’ divine counsel: “Lay not 
up for yourselves treasures upon earth, where moth and rust doth corrupt, and where thieves break through and 
steal: But lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust doth corrupt, and where thieves 
do not break through nor steal” (Mt. 6:19-20).
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 Once weekly Brother Babu and his congregation go out in the streets (photos on the left) with the love of Christ. 
They sing hymns and songs and share the Good News. They go door to door evangelizing, meeting people and deliver-
ing tracts. As a result of this ministry, two families have started coming to the church in Kerala.
 The photos on the right show hospital visitation and ministry by Brother Babu and his church to the sick and 
afflicted. They share the love of Jesus Christ and spend time in prayer with them.

 Street and Hospital Ministries in India
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Noah was a righteous man who walked with God. 
There is no record that Noah was a builder, yet he built the 
ark through hard work and by following God’s specific 
instructions.   He was willing to do whatever God called him 
to do in order to protect his family from the destruction that 
was coming on the earth.  His determination and great effort 
proved to bring salvation and deliverance for his entire 
family.  God is still looking for men and women who will be 
spiritual leaders in their home, church and community, and 
who will follow God whole-heartedly.    

Several years ago, the story of Noah took on a 
whole new meaning for me. My husband and I were 
concerned for the spiritual guidance and teaching of our four 
young children.  How could we keep our children sheltered 
from the storm of religious confusion in the world?  Who 
would train our children in the truth of God’s Word so that 
they would know how to live for God in an ungodly 
generation?  If our children were to be sheltered and trained, 
we had to shoulder the responsibility ourselves.  Like Noah, 
we would have to live for God and follow his commands no 
matter what others chose to do. It was our desire for our 
family to become so anchored in God’s Word that there were 
no philosophies of individuals, schools, or churches which 
could shake us and turn us from the truth.  It has been more 
than ten years since our family made this conscious decision 
not to be swept away by the currents of worldly living.    

The responsibility for teaching and training children 
on a daily or even on a weekly basis is overwhelming.  I can 
assure you that my children are worth every effort and so are 
yours. However, there are other children in our 
neighborhoods who have no godly example or influence in 
their lives. These children are also worth our time and 
investment. They are lost souls in need of a Savior.  They 
require spiritual guidance and Biblical training. These 
children need a safe place to go to be sheltered and insulated 

Children’s Ministries Website: 
www.zionskids.weebly.com 

 
Children’s Ministries Email: 

childrensministries@zionassemblychurchofgod.com 
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the   Chalkboard 

from a cruel world. There are so many distractions which 
divert children from following Christ. More than ever, 
today’s children need Christian adults who will take a direct 
interest in their personal lives.  Therefore, we need to build 
strong, personal relationships with the children in our 
neighborhoods and provide them guidance and training in 
following Christ. In Zion Assembly, we must make a 
concerted effort to provide a safe shelter for today’s children, 
and give them specific instructions to anchor them in the 
truths of God’s Word.   

With this in mind, we will celebrate Children’s Day 
2017 on Sunday, June 4. This year, our theme will be 
“Anchored in Truth - John 14:6.”  For lessons and ideas, 
please visit the website of Children’s Ministries at 
www.zionskids.weebly.com and then click on Children’s 
Day. This is a new website launched exclusively for 
Children’s Ministries.  You can also access the information 
through Zion Assembly’s international website 
(www.zionassemblychurchofgod.com) via the Children’s 
page – this will take you to www.zionskids.weebly.com.   
T-shirts are available for Children’s Day and may be ordered 
direct; the ordering information is available on the children’s 
website. You will want to get your order in as soon as 
possible. 

June may seem like a long way off, but now is the 
time to begin planning your special celebration.  Prepare a 
unique service of singing, drama, and teaching focused on 
the children in your neighborhood or church community.  In 
addition to your evangelistic ministry, try to meet their 
physical, social, and emotional needs as well.  Organize a 
picnic or cookout.  Complete the day with interactive games 
and prizes. Take the extra time to visit and talk to the 
children about their interests.  They need to know that they 
are highly valued by us and important to the church.  Let’s 
make it an event to remember! 
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Scripture:
“I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man comes unto the Father, but by me”

(John 14:6)
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