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Editorials . . . 
                Recent Assembly: Uplifting and Illuminating 

       We are still hearing from a great many of our people who were privileged to attend the 
recent Assembly (Sept. 5-10) of how much they were blessed and encouraged. It was a glorious 
time in the Lord. God did indeed “[inhabit] the praise of His people.”  See reports and pictorial 
highlights on pp. 16-29.  

                    Expanding our International Ministries Center
Building Facilities for our Bible College

 The vision for this great building program was again addressed by the Presiding Bishop in his annual address this 
year, and the Assembly responded enthusiastically (see pp. 11, 26). The first step to accomplish this noble task was 
fulfilled in this Assembly---that of paying off the current indebtedness on the international properties. As the Presiding 
Bishop revealed the need and boosted the offering, the saints rose to the occasion. Cash and pledges poured in on the 
spot to erase the $54,000 debt. Praise the Lord!  
 Since the Assembly, the Lord has moved marvelously and providentially in Cleveland to assist us with health 
department and building permits, and other code regulations required by the state and city. It looks like all things will 
be ready for a mortgage burning and a groundbreaking ceremony on May 19th during the School of Ministry. Further, 
it is expected that the building will be near completion by the next Assembly. Meanwhile, it is important for everyone 
to send in their pledges; and, of course, the door remains open for others to make pledges and send in donations. Every 
dollar is needed and much appreciated.   

Laboring together in the Harvest

 I never cease being amazed by the fervent love that our people demonstrate for missions. Every year our pastors 
and faithful workers get in the spirit of the mission drives in March and October and always “seek to excel!” This 
year is apparently no exception. We are getting some great verbal reports from our overseers and pastors and mission 
leaders relative to the united effort being made by our churches in the October Drive. A full report will be featured in 
the next issue of the VOZ.     

Strife, seditions, heresies---ugly works of the flesh

 In his list of the “works of the flesh,” the apostle Paul includes “strife, seditions, heresies” (Gal. 5.20). These 
latter terms are synonymous with “disputes, contentious arguments, dissensions, divisions, and factions.” The term 
“works of the flesh” indicates that inward sins [which men may harbor secretly in their hearts] will finally work 
themselves out and become visible and evident to all---“Now the works of the flesh are manifest which are these . 
. .” (v. 16). In other words, inward sins like hatred, anger, wrath, jealousies, and emulations will eventually become 
outward works that produce ugly and hateful separations, divisions, and seditions---the latter of these denoting a sinful 
overthrow of the legitimate (duly appointed) government of the church.  
 It is vitally important to note that the only cure for such ugly behavior is the sanctifying power of Christ in the 
heart. “And they that are Christ’s have crucified the flesh with the affections and lusts” (v. 24).  Remove the anger, 
hatred, envy, jealousies, and malice from the heart and there will be no strife, heresies, and seditions. 
 To be sure, a church will have no peace and genuine fellowship where inward sins are harbored in the hearts of 
the members. For the “fruit of the Spirit”---love, joy, peace, harmony, gentleness, goodness, meekness, faith, and such 
like---is smothered and discounted by the “works of the flesh.”  If we truly love the church and one another, let us then 
“not be desirous of vain glory [not become conceited], provoking one another, envying one another” (v. 26).       
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Bible Pledge

I pledge allegiance to the Bible, God’s Holy Word. I promise 
to read and study it, and by the grace of God to obey it. I will 
make it a lamp unto my feet and a light unto my path. I will 
hide its words in my heart that I might not sin against God.

Church Pledge

I promise to walk together with my brothers and sisters 
in Zion Assembly according to the light we have received 
together in our General Assemblies. I will be faithful to 
our commitment to proclaim the “whole counsel of God,” 
and will work together with my fellow members under the 
church’s divine government and discipline. I will strive 
always to keep and promote the faith “once delivered to the 
saints” ---one God, one Faith, one Mind, and one Church 
for all. Amen.

Presiding Bishop’s Annual Address
September 9, 2017

Introduction
            This is the fourteenth time in as many years that 
I have stood before you to deliver the annual address. I’m 
happy to report that my joy is full, and my expectations are 
running high for the continued growth and advancement 
of the church. In fact, I’m more enthused now about God’s 
church than when I first caught a vision of her in November 
1967---almost 50 years ago. I can identify therefore with the 
prophetic vision that burned in the spirit of A. J. Tomlinson, 
which he carried to his grave in 1943: namely, the exciting 
expectation of a perfect and glorious church. His confidence 
in the ultimate triumph of the Bible church never abated. 
In his annual address in 1942, he declared, “Every part of 
the inhabited world is ours to take for the Church of God. 
The enemy . . . is a strong and wily opponent but he is not 
strong enough to overcome us . . . and we expect nothing 
but ultimate victory.” In his last entry in his celebrated 
Diary, he wrote, “Great things close by now.”               
 I thank the Lord for our increases since we 
reorganized and began to restore the church in April 2004  not 
only in the number of churches, ministers and finances, but 
in regard to spiritual maturity. Since that eventful weekend 
on April 18-20, hundreds of ministers and tens-of-thousands 
of believers and faithful workers have become settled in 
the government, teachings, and discipline of the church. 

          It is an unspeakable blessing to be called into the 
ministry of the Lord, and particularly to find oneself right 
in the middle of fulfilling ancient prophecies, especially 
those related to the perfection of the Bride of Christ and 
the glorious day when she will be united forever with her 
Bridegroom! 

When the Church of God arises with her garments 
bright and fair, And ascends to meet her Bridegroom 
for the marriage in the air; She’ll out shine the sun 
at noon-day, not a wrinkle, not a spot, Will you be 
among the Bride or will you not? 

She has stood thru all the ages, persecution thru the 
years, But when Jesus comes to claim her, God shall 
wipe away all tears, And the Lamb Himself shall 
feed her, He will feed her from the throne, And to 
living fountains lead her as His own.

Trouble will then all be ended, after teardrops have 
been dried, And the Church of God has gathered 
over on the other side; There as millions join the 
singing, that glad song that’s sweet and new, Saying 
Jesus has redeemed us, hallelu.

That will be the last assembly, over on the shining 
shore, When the Church of God assembles to come 
back no, never more; But with Jesus and the angels, 
there thru all eternity, She’ll be shouting hallelujah, 
victory.

Chorus

She’ll be shining, shining thru the ages, After 
earth and time have been forgot; She’ll be wearing 
garments pure and spotless, Have you on the 
wedding robe, or have you not.  

          
Think of it. We are actually putting the bridal gown on 
God’s people and laboring to remove all of the spots and 
wrinkles in preparation for that glorious day. In the words of 
the apostle Paul, we are “warning every man, and teaching 
every man in all wisdom, that we may present every man 
perfect in Christ Jesus” (Col. 1.28). And we are promised 
in God’s prophetic Word that we will succeed to accomplish 
this seemingly impossible task (Eph. 5.27; Rev. 19.7-8). No 
wonder someone has said, “If God has called you to be a 
minister, don’t stoop to be a king!” 



5

            It’s true that there has been a little shaking-up 
and weeding-out here and there. You who have been in the 
church from the beginning may recall that we warned soon 
after we reorganized fourteen years ago that this would 
probably be the case in some instances, based on our own 
experiences and the examples we have in God’s Word (Mt. 
24.10-12; Acts 20.29; Gal. 3.1-4; 4.19; 2 Thess. 2.2-8; 2 
Tim. 1.15; 4.10, 16; Rev. 2.5-16, 20-24; 3.2-3, 15-22). So it 
should not surprise any that a few here and there have “went 
out from us because they were not of us.” A few joined Zion 
under false pretenses, others had misconceptions of the 
government, teachings, and discipline; 
and a few simply “departed from the 
faith, giving heed to seducing spirits 
and doctrines of demons . . . ” and 
thus “turned aside after Satan” (1 
Tim. 4.1; 5.15; 2 Pet. 2.21). 
 The good news is that the 
overwhelming majority of our people 
have remained steadfast in the faith 
and true to the teachings of Christ 
and the government and fellowship 
of the church; and a significant part 
of this victorious number is present 
here this morning! You have decided 
to stand on the blessed promises of 
God, and are anticipating that we 
will soon see amazing exploits and 
glorious victories accomplished 
by the church. Like the inspired 
Psalmist, you are looking through the 
lens of God’s prophetic Word, and 
are able to thus exclaim, “Glorious 
things are spoken of thee, O city of God” (Ps. 87.3).     

Section I 
“Show the house to the house” 

“Thou son of man, show the house to the house of 
Israel, that they may be ashamed of their iniquities: 
and let them measure the pattern. And if they be 
ashamed of all that they have done, show them the 
form of the house, and the fashion thereof, and the 
goings out thereof, and the comings in thereof, and 
all the forms thereof, and all the ordinances thereof, 
and all the forms thereof, and all the laws thereof: 
and write it in their sight, that they may keep the 
whole form thereof, and all the ordinances thereof, 
and do them. This is the law of the house; Upon the 
top of the mountain the whole limit thereof round 
about shall be most holy. Behold, this is the law of 
the house” (Ezek. 43.10-12).

A. The Setting 

          Ezekiel was taken with other hostages [approximately 
10,000 exiles] to Babylon about 597 B.C. when King 
Nebuchadnezzar invaded Jerusalem and robbed the Temple 
of its gold and treasures. This prophet was married and lived 
in his own house along the Chebar river [Nebuchadnezzar’s 
royal canal] near Tel-abib [Nippur], which was located a few 
miles southeast of Babylon (Ezek. 3.14, 24). There he was 
called into the ministry and preached [prophesied] for about 
22 years [1.1-3; 29.17-21). His ministry ran congruent and 

parallel with the prophet Jeremiah’s 
in Jerusalem, and it overlapped with 
the early years of Daniel’s ministry in 
Babylon.  
          The Babylonian Captivity was 
God’s judgment upon His people for 
their disobedience and sinful rebellion; 
but the Lord intended it also to serve 
as a means toward His people’s 
repentance and reconciliation.

B.  The Prophetic Vision

            There are nuances of meaning in 
Ezekiel’s temple vision and prophecy 
[chapters 40-48] that seem to apply to 
the restoration of the City of God and 
the Temple following the Babylonian 
Captivity in the 6th century B.C. But 
the prophecy points mainly and more 
especially to the restoration of the church 

in the Gospel Age, under the terms of 
the New Covenant; then finds its ultimate fulfillment in the 
Millennium and finally in the new heavens and new earth. 
          The city and temple in Ezekiel’s vision are literal, not 
allegorical; however, there is a great deal of symbolism in 
the prophecy: for the New Testament church is envisioned 
and described through the lens of the Old Testament temple 
and tradition. This is in part what we have traditionally 
called the “vision of the church.”                

C. The Messenger

             What is said by the angel to Ezekiel, therefore, may be 
reckoned to all of us who are called in these last days to show 
the church, the house of God, to others; namely, “. . . behold 
with [your] eyes, and hear with [your] ears, and set [your] 
heart upon all that I shall show thee” (40.4). Why? Because 
“to the intent that I might show them unto thee [so you can 
in turn] declare all that [you see] to the house of Israel.” 
       A prophetic messenger, which all of us are called to 
be in this last days church (Joel 2.28-30; Acts 2.16-18; cf. 
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also Num. 11.26-29; 1 Cor. 12.28; 2.9-16; Eph. 4.3-8, 11-
16; et al.) must be anointed by the Spirit of God and gifted 
with spiritual insight and spiritual understanding. Most 
especially, we must have a vision of the prophetic church: 
for how can we “show the house” to [others] if we don’t 
see it ourselves! Like the prophets of old, anointed and 
faithful messengers of the church today do not stand in the 
light of their own reason, nor utter forth their own thoughts; 
rather they are channels through whom the revelation of 
Christ comes forth through the Holy Ghost (1 Cor. 12.3; 
2.9-16). For God’s church is not built upon the wisdom of 
flesh and blood but upon divine revelation, most especially 
the revelation that Jesus is “the Christ, the Son of the living 
God” (Mt. 16.13-17). See, you might build a denomination 
or an independent ministry on “book learning” and human 
wisdom, but not the House of God! Thus Jesus said to 
Peter: “Blessed art thou Simon Barjona, for flesh and 
blood [has] not revealed this unto thee, but My Father who 
art in heaven. And upon this rock I will build My church” 
(v. 18). 
 It is only when we are thoroughly convinced 
by the Spirit that Jesus is the Son of God (1 Cor. 12.3), 
that we begin to take seriously His commandments and 
teachings and His sovereign headship over the church. 
Like the prophet Habakkuk when he received the vision of 
the Gospel church, we also can then “Write the vision and 
make it plain . . . That he may run that reads it. For [in the 
end times the vision] shall speak, and not lie; because it 
will surely come . . .” (Hab. 2.2-3).
            

D. The Message 

       Though some aspects of Ezekiel’s prophecy are 
complicated and difficult to interpret, the essential points 
are plain and simple to understand. The Lord was calling 
His church to repentance, reconciliation, and restoration: 
for His people had gradually come to ignore His law and 
commandments, and finally flat-out rebelled, committing 
abominations and grievous transgressions. In a more 
extended sense, however, his prophecy envisioned the 
church in the Gospel age, and further in her perfection and 
glory in the Millennium and in heaven. The “river” in 47.1-
12, while natural and actual, is also symbolic of the Holy 
Spirit and His essential and preeminent place in the church: 
for He is the very life and sustenance of the church (v. 12; 
see also Ps. 46.4; Rev. 22.1-2).      

    
1. Exaltation and Glory of the Church 

         Remarkably, the means the Lord chose to awaken and 
restore His people was to “show the house to the house” or 
[“show the church to the church!]. The essential problem 
was that the people of God had lost the biblical or prophetic 
vision of the church. Preaching the church to bring about 

revival and restoration may seem astonishing to some, 
because it is so foreign and contradictory to the way so many 
think today: for the great majority of Christians believe 
the church is one thing and evangelism another, as if the 
message of the church itself is not spiritually convicting and 
part of the message of salvation. But, see, the Bible teaches 
everywhere that salvation is connected with the nature, the 
preaching, and the mission of the church. In fact, the church 
should not be separated from the message of the Cross; 
for the internal life of the church came forth miraculously 
through the grace and power of the Cross (cf. Acts 20.28; 
Eph. 2.11-19; 3.6; 5.29-32; Heb. 9.11-26; 1 Pet. 1.22-23). 
 Moreover, the church is instrumental in our 
spiritual discipline, and even toward our final salvation: 
for it administrates the divine ordinances, instructs and 
disciplines us, and encourages and guides our growth in 
grace (cf. Mk. 16.16; Mt. 16.17-19; 18.18-20; Jn. 20.23; 1 
Cor. 5.1-13; 2 Cor. 3.2-3, 9-17; 5.18-21; 6.1). In this sense, 
it does not seem too much to say that the church is “none 
other but the house of God and . . . the gate of heaven” 
(Gen. 28.17).  
 Reflecting back on our former fellowship in 
the 1980s and 1990s, I can see so vividly now that the 
fading vision of the church was the primary reason [or 
else directly connected with it] for the falling away at that 
time. One prominent leader said in a general staff meeting 
during that time: [“I get very uncomfortable when Christ 
and the church are mentioned in the same breath”]. And 
he expressed further a sentiment embraced by most of the 
leaders at that time, namely, “Our faith must be Christ plus 
nothing!” I responded, “Well, that’s interesting, for Jesus 
and Paul were apparently very comfortable with speaking 
of Christ and the church together. Paul, for example, said, 
‘But I speak concerning Christ and the church’ (Eph. 5.32).” 
And in connection with Peter’s and the apostles’ revelation 
of Jesus as the Christ, the Son of the living God, Jesus said, 
“Upon this rock I will build My church.” 
 Further, the prophets had no reservations in 
exalting the church. Isaiah, for example, said, “And it shall 
come to pas in the last days, that the mountain of the Lord’s 
house . . . shall be exalted above the hills” (Is. 2.2). And 
again the same prophet magnified the church, declaring in 
a prophecy, 

“And the Gentiles shall see thy righteousness, and 
all kings thy glory: and thou shalt be called by a 
new name, which the mouth of the Lord shall name. 
Thou shalt be a crown of glory in the hand of the 
Lord, and a royal diadem in the hand of thy God. 
Thou shalt no more be termed Forsaken, neither 
shall thy land any more be termed Desolate: but 
thou shalt be called Hephzibah, and thy land 
Beulah: for the Lord delighted in thee, and thou 
shalt be married” (62.2-4). 
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And again another prophet prophesied, saying, 

“For thus saith the Lord of hosts; After the glory 
hath He sent me unto the nations which spoiled you: 
for he that toucheth you toucheth the apple of His 
eye . . . Sing and rejoice, O daughter of Zion: for, 
lo, I come, and I will dwell in the midst of thee . . . 
And many nations shall be joined to the Lord in that 
day, and thou shall be My people: and I will dwell in 
the midst of thee, and thou shalt know that the Lord 
of hosts hath sent me unto thee” (Zech. 2. 8-11).     

 What is made indisputably clear in Ezekiel’s 
prophecy is how special the church is to God, and how 
strategically important it is in His plan for man and for the 
fulfillment of His mission in the world. In fact, the church 
is not only indispensable for the spiritual edification and 
stability of God’s people, but also for the world itself. 
Try as they may, social and civil  institutions can no more 
solve what is going on in America and in other parts of the 
world right now than 
can humanly-crafted 
religious institutions. 
For there is no political, 
economic, nor 
religious answer for 
the hatred, bitterness, 
resentment, violence 
and chaos running 
rampant in the world 
today. Nothing short 
of repentance and a 
spiritual awakening 
will turn the tide of 
the present flood of 
ungodliness now 
engulfing the world.     
             But wait! you 
may want to argue that 
what made America great in the past was her republican-
democratic form of government: and you may insist that 
this system gave us freedom and individual dignity; or you 
may argue, it was America’s capitalistic- economic system 
that made the nation great, for it gave us jobs and riches; or 
you may argue it was her celebrated Constitution and Bill 
of Rights, which gave us liberty, justice, and equality. But 
I declare that it was never any of these things that made 
America great; rather it was the exercise of Christian faith 
and biblical principles that under-girded these institutions-
--namely, prayer, confession, repentance, Bible study, the 
proclamation of holiness and obedience to the laws of God, 
and the acknowledgement of the sovereignty of Lord Jesus 
Christ over all things. The favor of God was once enjoyed in 
this nation because the great majority of Americans exalted 

biblical truth and denounced sin and ungodliness! 
           Yes, Americans at one time [for over 300 years] 
without apology, and almost universally, declared boldly 
with one voice that this is a Christian nation. Witness the 
answer of the Supreme Court in 1892 in the case of the 
Church of the Holy Trinity v. United States. 

“Our laws and our institutions must necessarily 
be based upon and embody the teachings of The 
Redeemer of mankind. It is impossible that is 
should be otherwise; and in this sense and to this 
extent our civilization and our institutions are 
emphatically Christian . . . This is a religious people. 
This is historically true. From the discovery of this 
continent to the present hour, there is a single voice 
making this affirmation . . . we find everywhere a 
clear recognition of the same truth . . . These, and 
many other matters which might be noticed, add 
a volume of unofficial declarations to the mass of 
organic utterances that this is a Christian nation.”

But now we are 
witnessing the fall 
of America for 
denying the very 
things that once 
made her great! 
But the Good 
News is God’s 
church does not 
have to fall with 
America; in fact, 
we believe God 
has raised up Zion 
Assembly for this 
very reason: not to 
save America per 
se as a political 
entity, but to save 
“whosoever will” 

in America and in every nation, tribe, and tongue on earth! 
For, after all, all these things have happened as examples 
for us “upon whom the ends of the world are come.” Our 
message is the Kingdom of God, and our purpose is to 
build God’s house upon the principles and power of the 
Kingdom (Mt. 1.14-15; 6.10, 13; 16.19; 24.14; Lu. 16.16; 
Rev. 12.10).   

2. Stay Consecrated and Focused on the
 Church’s Agenda  

          I am pleading and reasoning with you once again 
in this Assembly, therefore, not to get entangled with the 
affairs of this life, nor to get caught up in the politics of it. 
Do not identify yourself too intimately nor zealously with 

What is made indisputably clear in Ezekiel’s prophecy is how 
special the church is to God, and how strategically important 
it is in His plan for man and for the fulfillment of His mission in 
the world. In fact, the church is not only indispensable for the 
spiritual edification and stability of God’s people, but also for 
the world itself. Try as they may, social and civil  institutions 
can no more solve what is going on in America and in other 
parts of the world right now than can humanly-crafted religious 
institutions. For there is no political, economic, nor religious 
answer for the hatred, bitterness, resentment, violence and 
chaos running rampant in the world today. Nothing short of 
repentance and a spiritual awakening will turn the tide of the 
present flood of ungodliness now engulfing the world.     
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political parties and common social agendas, nor get caught 
up in patriotic emotionalism, nor cling to the coattails of 
any particular politician: for these things are a form of 
worldliness. Rather, I charge you to fill your place and time 
in this world as a minister of the Lord Jesus Christ and an 
ambassador for God’s church (2 Cor. 5.19-20). Let the zeal 
of God’s house become your burning passion in life (Ps. 
69.9; Jn. 2.17; 1 Tim. 3.15)! Preach and exalt the truths of 
the Gospel; build the City of God---“the Zion of the Holy 
One” (Is. 60.14); and proclaim the prophetic vision of 
God’s Kingdom on earth.      

   
3. The Church is a Visible and Corporate Reality:

It has Definitive Forms, Ordinances, and Laws 

          Just as plain to see in Ezekiel’s prophecy is that 
the church is anything but a vague, mystical body floating 
about somewhere out there in the clouds or cosmos; nor 
is it in anyway an invisible body somehow spiritually 
or mystically present in and among denominations and 
independent churches and ministries; nor is it merely 
a futuristic ideal. So let us not, as others, get lost in a 
jungle of fantasies about a “mystical body of Christ” or a 
mythological church. For the City of God in the Bible has 
definiteness, material substance, and is always revealed in 
vivid detail as a concrete reality. 
 The great majority of people today talk “church” 
but they are not really serious about the church. Have you 
ever heard the saying, “talk is cheap!” Well, this is especially 
true in regard to God’s church because the church means 
so much to the Lord. I believe God is ready to move in 
miraculous fashion to fulfill His prophetic promises and 
purposes in the church. We may expect therefore that He 
will soon move upon His people to get serious and sober-
minded about the church of the Bible, and He is going to 
use Zion Assembly to “show the house” to them. 
           A minister in our former fellowship called me on 
the phone sometime back to congratulate us on our stand in 
Zion Assembly, and to assure me that he was still preaching 
the church. He went on to say that he had just preached 
a message comparing the church to “Cinderella.” He said, 
[“One of these days, the true church will emerge, and we 
will know her because her foot will fit the glass slipper”]. 
I asked him if he believed the fellowship he was in was 
God’s church. He said, “no.” I said, [“Then what church 
are you preaching?”]. He said, [“The one in the Bible”]. 
I said, [“But there is no actual church in the Bible. There 
is the history of the church that existed centuries and even 
millennia ago in the Bible, but there is no real church in 
the Bible: for the church is made up of flesh and blood 
people, and the Bible is pen and ink.”]. I emphasized this 
point to illustrate that the church is no fairy tale, nor is it a 
spiritual or mystical body, nor an ideal. Rather, it is a real 

concrete city here in this world. Further, I admitted that 
Zion Assembly is presently imperfect, but insisted that it 
is nevertheless destined to be perfected and “caught up” 
in glory to meet Christ in the air at His appearing in the 
twinkling of an eye (Jn. 14.1-3; 1 Thess. 4.16-18; 1 Cor. 
15.51-53; see also Eph. 5.27; Rev. 19.7-8; 20.5). My point 
to this minister was that we are laboring with real people 
in a real church, and though Zion Assembly is presently 
imperfect, we are promised in God’s prophetic Word that 
it will be eventually perfected “by the washing of water by 
the word” (Eph. 5.26-32).   
 The prophetic church of the Bible is no fuzzy myth, 
nor creature of human imagination: it is rather a concrete 
organization, with distinct ministers and members, distinct 
doctrines, and a distinct discipline. It is a visible, universal 
body with government and divine order. It has definite 
standards, definite doctrines, and definite forms, all revealed 
in the Bible. There need be no guesswork in building God’s 
house. The pattern and forms are perfectly revealed. “I 
shall show you. . . now behold . . . and He brought me [and 
I saw]. . .” [Ezek. 41.8]. So the Lord took Ezekiel up on a 
“high mountain” [40.2], just like He did the apostle John in 
Rev. 21.9-10, so he could see from that vantage point more 
clearly and more comprehensibly. See, if you want to see 
the church in her glory, you have to get caught up in the 
Spirit---in the spirit of revelation!  
          In Ezekiel’s vision, the church is mapped out by the 
infinite mind and hand of God with sharp measurements, 
precision of thought, exactness in design, and definiteness 
in size and measurements. See, 

“And He brought me thither, and, behold, there was 
a man, whose appearance was like the appearance 
of brass, with a line of flax in His hand, and a 
measuring reed; and He stood in the gate . . . And 
behold a wall on the outside of the house round 
about, and in the man’s hand a measuring reed . . . 
Then He measured . . .  And He measured . . . And 
He measured . . .” (Ezek. 40.3-49)

Note, the man laying out and measuring the city is called 
an angel (“messenger”), and almost certainly is the Lord 
Himself, see 44.2, 5. His “appearance like brass” cannot 
mean any other than Christ (compare Rev. 1.15), for He 
is the primary designer and architect of His house---Upon 
this rock I will build My house! Ezekiel is privileged to see 
Jesus’ blueprints of the church over 550 years before the 
Lord was conceived in flesh and born in Bethlehem.  

           The church’s divine forms, pattern, order, priestly 
administrations, offices, laws and ordinances are all 
wonderfully arranged. Why? Because God’s people 
[church] is not a mob or crowd. [Ever hear anybody say, 
‘what kind of crowd did you have last night’]. But, see, the 
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church is not a crowd; it is rather a carefully arranged city in 
which each member has been “set [in the church] as it has 
pleased [God]” (1 Cor. 12.12-28); it is a real body that He 
has “tempered together,” that is, “fitly joined together and 
compacted” so that every member is fitly joined together 
with every other member to form the visible and corporate 
body of Christ (Eph. 1.22-23; 4.16; Col. 1.24). 
         The church is to built by “line and rule” (Ezek. 
40.3), with exactness like a skillful carpenter [like our Lord 
was]---with a plumbline and a ruler (Is. 28.17; Amos 7,7-
8; Zech. 4.10). The careful carpenter and/or stone mason 
measures with exactness, and all the more when one is 
building the House of God! It must be built with fear and 
trembling precisely according to the “pattern shown to thee 
in the mount” (Ex. 25.40; Heb. 8.5)! And so here the Lord 
cautions Ezekiel to “behold with your eyes, and hear with 
your ears, and set thine heart upon all that I shall shew thee 
. . . [so you can then ’declare all that you see [of the house] 
to the house’ [40.4].

4. “Show them the Ordinances 
and Laws of the House”

 We must be careful how we handle the Word of 
God, and “take heed how [we] build” upon the foundation 
laid by the apostles (1 Cor. 3.10-15; Eph. 2.20). Remember 
“every man’s work shall be tried with fire,” and thus will 
be made “manifest” for what it is (vv. 12-14). Behold, “the 
day shall declare it.” I believe we are living in that day!  
        Again, I can recall in our former fellowship the 
primary warning sign of the falling away that took place 
beginning in the early 1980s. It was linked directly with 
the fading vision of God’s prophetic church among the 
leaders in those days: and this fading vision trickled down 
gradually to the members. When reference was made 
to the “Prominent Teachings” of the church, many of 
the leaders began to say, “The church has no teachings.” 
They said, “The teachings belong to God, not the church.” 
Such comments made obvious that they had lost (or were 
losing) their understanding---“their vision”---of the church, 
particularly the intimate relationship between Christ and the 
church, that is, the union, the theosis, the divinization of the 
church. They could no longer comprehend that Christ had 
deposited in His church His doctrine, and had given to 
her “the keys to the Kingdom.” They had lost their vision 
of the City of God on earth. 
 Look, Jesus said, “If My words abide in you”, 
and again, [“Whatsoever you bind and loose in the earth 
shall be bound in Heaven.”] And again. “Whosoever sins 
you remit, they are remitted unto them; and whose soever 
sins ye retain, they are retained” (Jn. 20.23). We should 
not be intimidated by this language? For, hear the prophet: 
“Behold, the days come, saith the Lord, that . . . I will put 
My law in their inward parts, and write it in their hearts; 

and will be their God, and they shall be My people” (Jer. 
31.31-33). Significantly, these same words are used by 
Ezekiel in His vision of the church [37.26-28; 43.7, 9]. We 
see then that the church embodies the teachings of Christ, 
and proclaims them. The Gospel of Christ is the Gospel of 
the church. Thus, Paul could say, “my gospel” (Rom. 2.16) 
and “our gospel” (2 Thess. 2.14).   
           See, doctrine and discipline are no fuzzy things in 
God’s house. They may be fuzzy things in a denomination 
or in some preacher’s independent ministry, but not in 
God’s house. Hear again the prophet: “Write the vision, 
and make it plain!”             
 Now observe; the forms, and laws, and ordinances 
identify the House---that is, those who embrace and hold 
to these forms, and laws, and ordinances of the House are 
identified as the House! Likewise, ‘whosoever takes away 
from the words of the book of this prophecy, God shall take 
away his part out of the book of life, and out of the holy 
city . . . (Rev. 22.19)! Note carefully the words, “All the 
ordinances,” “all the laws,” and “all the forms,” and note 
further, we are to make them plain and emphatic: “write it 
in their sight, that they may keep the whole form . . . And 
all the ordinances . . . and do them” (Ezek. 43.11). 
 Again, we must get sober and serious about the laws 
and ordinances of God---all of them! It is rather amazing 
to me how modern-day Christians are able to dismiss so 
easily so many of the words of Christ and the apostles 
from their thoughts! They think it no great transgression to 
be selective---to take what they want and ignore the rest. 
Makes one wonder who they think they are fooling! Jesus 
said, “Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word 
that proceeded from the mouth of God” (Mt. 4.4). And 
again, “Whosoever therefore shall break one of the these 
least commandments, and shall teach men to do so, he shall 
be called least in the kingdom of heaven . . .” (5.19). 
 Liberalism is dangerous and tricky. It is said that 
liberal preachers and liberal churches claim that one should 
be able to believe anything one wants, just as long as he does 
not really believe it, nor especially so long as he does not 
sincerely embrace with conviction what he claims to believe.     
 

5. Holiness

 Still, the beauty of God’s house is not merely in 
her external design and forms, but in the inner beauty 
that shines out through her divine institutions, and more 
especially out of the hearts and souls of the people who 
make up her fellowship. “God shall beautify the meek with 
salvation” (Ps. 149.4; see also Ps. 76.9; Mt. 5.5; 1 Pet. 3.4): 
and this beauty is more especially evident when His people 
are consecrated and set apart by the sanctifying power of 
Christ. They can then say with Christ, “the prince of this 
world cometh, [but] hath nothing in me!” (Jn. 14.30). It 
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was this standard that David had in mind when he said, 
“Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean: wash me, 
and I shall be whiter than snow” (Ps. 51.7), and Jeremiah 
declared that the sanctified “Nazarites” are “whiter than 
milk” (Lam. 4.7).
 Look, Christ has opened to us through His death 
the “Holies of Holies.” Let us then “ . . . [have] boldness 
to enter into the holiest by the blood of Jesus”  (Heb. 
10.19). Sanctification and heart purity are no longer suited 
to the High Priest alone, that is, for Christ alone---but for 
“whosoever will.” So let us plunge into this Fountain of 
Cleansing Blood, and proclaim holiness to others and to 
write it upon tables and make it plain for everyone to see!
 Arguably, holiness is the preeminent attribute of 
God’s church: for if His holiness had not been violated 
in Eden, there would have been no need for Him to have 
poured out His love in the sacrifice of Christ on the Cross--
-“to purchase the church with His own blood” (Gen. 3.14-
15; Acts 20.28; Jn. 3.16). In other words, God expressed 
His love because His holiness had been violated!
            This is why we are selling reprints of old holiness 
classics [written in the late nineteenth- and early twentieth 
centuries], and promoting them in our School of Ministry. 
For it is difficult to find today a fellowship that is clinging 
to and proclaiming second work sanctification and “true 
holiness” (Eph. 4.24).  
 Holiness is the divine preoccupation throughout 
Ezekiel’s vision of the restoration of the church and her 
future glory. “Holy,” “holiness,” “separation,” “dedicated” 
and similar terms are repeated time and again to drive the 
point home: that holiness is the preeminent attribute of God’s 
house! “Now let them put away their whoredom . . . far from 
Me, and I will dwell in the midst of them forever” (43.9). 
          I can remember a television commercial sponsored 
by the Zenith company in the early 1960s. After praising 
the superior qualities of Zenith products, the commercial 
depicted a bolt of lightning flashing across the screen, then 
suddenly the lightning burned the emblem of Zenith into 
the TV set. Simultaneously a powerful voice then said, 
“The quality goes in before the name goes on!” Surely, we 
should in Zion Assembly make sure that we have embodied 
God’s holiness before we advertise ourselves to be His 
church---His peculiar people! This brings us to the next 
section of this address.

Section II
“GoComeBe”

         
 This word---Go-Come-Be---may sound a little like Swahili, 
but it is nowhere found in a dictionary of Swahili, nor in 
any dictionary for that matter; in fact, I invented the term to 
explain in a word the ministry and mission of the church; 
namely, we must:

1. “Go.” Go to the nations and proclaim the whole counsel of 
God---the “all things whatsoever” that Christ commanded 
(Mt. 28.19; Mk. 16.15). Jesus said, “Ye have not chosen Me, 
but I have chosen you, and ordained you, that ye should go 
and bring forth fruit . . .” (Jn. 15.16). Again He says in regard 
to the invitation of the “great supper”, “Go out quickly into 
the streets and lanes of the city” and extend the invitation 
to all---to “the poor, the maimed, the lame, the blind.” 

2. “Come.”   It is important to understand, that the“Go ye” 
command is not an end of itself. For after we go, we must 
then say to those in the marketplaces and in the streets and 
lanes of the cities: “Come; for all things are now ready” 
(Lu. 14.12-23). The Lord’s commission to the church is not 
therefore fulfilled simply by going and preaching: for the 
servants of the Lord are then commanded to “bring in” the 
people to the House of God (v. 21). We must say to the 
people, “Come and see”  and “bring them” to the House 
of God (Jn. 1.39-42; 4.29); in fact we are commanded 
even to “compel them to come in, that My house may be 
filled” (v. 23). For the embodiment of the Gospel in the 
gathered people of God is our most powerful and effective 
witness. Paul says, “Ye are our epistle written in our hearts, 
known and read of all men: Forasmuch as ye are manifestly 
declared to be the epistle of Christ ministered by us, written 
not with ink, but with the Spirit of the living; not in tables of 
stone, but in the fleshly tables of the heart” (2 Cor. 3.2-3).       

It is in the midst of the church---in our worship services 
and fellowship meetings---that sinners and “other sheep” 
are most affected and emotionally moved. Few people 
indeed are deeply and lastingly moved by our witness on 
the streets and in the marketplaces; and even fewer become 
through this means productive and fruitful for the church.        

3. “Be.” We must “be” the “salt of the earth” and “light 
of the world”---a “city set on a hill” (Mt. 5.13-14). When 
sinners and “other sheep” come into our churches, we must 
receive them in grace and with love, joy and cheerfulness. 
They must see the glory of the Lord upon us, and behold 
our divine order and sanctified peace in grace (Is. 60.1-5; 
Col. 2.5). This is what so impressed the queen of Sheba (1 
Kg. 10.1-8). “And when the queen had seen all Solomon’s 
wisdom, and the house that he had built, and the meat of his 
table, and the sitting of his servants, and the attendance of 
his ministers, and their apparel . . . There was no more spirit 
in her. And she said . . . Howbeit I believed not the [report], 
until I came, and mine eyes had seen it: and, behold, the 
half was not told me . . .” (vv. 4-7). 
          This is the message of the apostle Paul to the Corinthian 
church. He encourages spirituality and divine order in the 
church for the sake of favorably impressing unbelievers 
and the unlearned who may “come in” to the worship 
services (1 Cor. 14.23-25). If all things are as they should 



11

be in the church, the sinner or unlearned will be convicted 
and convinced [judged] by the Spirit: “And thus the secrets 
of his heart [will be] made manifest; and so falling down 
on his face he will worship God, and report that God is in 
you of a truth” (v. 25).    
          May the Lord help us to love Him and to love His 
people, and to be all that He has called us to be: namely, 
blameless in love and holiness!

Section III
Expansion of International 

Ministries Center
Fulfilling Our vision for a Bible College

 We have been planning and boosting this building 
project for a number of years: and now finally the time has 
come to make our vision a reality. I believe the overwhelming 
majority of our people are ready to go forward. 
 You will recall that we agreed a few years ago 
to pay-off our indebtedness before breaking ground and 
going forward on this expansion project. Meanwhile, an 
opportunity came open that we could not pass up: namely, the 
owner of the property and business that adjoins our property 
on the eastside (Lloyd’s Used Cars) offered to sell us his 
property for $160,000. A special-called Assembly agreed 
that this would be a wise thing to do, so we renegotiated 
a loan with our bank to do this. Including the previous 
balance, this upped our indebtedness to about $220,000. 
Since then (February 2016), we have paid down our debt to 
$54,000. This has been a tremendous accomplishment by 
our people. Praise the Lord!
 So here we are this morning. I believe you are 
ready to give sacrificially and to raise an offering here right 
now to pay-off everything, so that we can have a mortgage 
burning ceremony in May 2018 (during the School of 
Ministry) and to break ground at the same time for our new 
building project! You heard the bank representatives; they 
are ready when we are. Are you ready? 
 This expansion on our International Ministries Center 
will accomplish two things. It will provide more offices 
and much needed storage space, a kitchen and fellowship 
hall, and adequate space for a library and archives. This 
will meet our immediate need for more adequate facilities 
for our Headquarters’ operations; and also provide the 
facilities necessary to operate our college when we get it up 
and running.    

Envisioning the Bible college

 We simply can’t go forward effectively without an 
institution through which to ground and settle our ministers 
and workers in our distinctions in Zion Assembly---in our 
peculiar teachings, church government, and discipline. By 

this I mean, an established Bible college will afford to us 
the time and channel to “completely furnish” (2 Tim. 3.17) 
our ministers and dedicated workers with the knowledge 
and skills to take the church forward, including being able 
to convince others of our prophetic vision of the church.  
Paul said, “And the things that thou hast heard of me among 
many witnesses, the same commit thou to faithful men, 
who shall be able to teach others also” (2 Tim. 2.2). And 
again, “Hold fast the form [pattern] of sound words, which 
thou hast heard of me, in faith and love which is in Christ 
Jesus. That good thing which was committed unto thee 
keep by the Holy Ghost which dwells in us” (vv. 13-14).    
 We will say a little more about this in the next section, 
but suffice it to say here that a “Director of Education” will 
almost certainly be needed to oversee this great work, and 
begin to lay the educational foundation for the college. We 
anticipate that at least two years [perhaps three] will be 
needed to develop the initial materials, courses, schedules, 
staff, etc. for the college. We have already begun to think 
about developing on-line courses, and “J-terms”---that is, 
intensive classes in January, June, and July. There will be in 
fact a number of hurdles to leap as we embark on this great 
adventure, including choosing a name for the college. 

Section IV
Our Support Ministries System:

Harnessing the Means, Gifts,
 and Energies of Every Member 

        One of the outstanding leadership traits of A. J. 
Tomlinson, the church’s first General Overseer, was 
his organizational abilities. During his oversight and 
administration (1903-1943), he led the way in developing 
an auxiliary or support ministry system in the church; 
believing that it was not only wise to do so but consistent 
with the teachings of Jesus and the apostles. This system  
subdivided the work of the church into departments to meet 
the various needs represented---Sunday school, Missions, 
Women’s auxiliary, Youth ministries, Children’s ministries, 
Finance Department [Treasury], etc. The impact of this 
system was rather remarkable during his 40-year tenure of 
leadership, and afterwards also under Milton Tomlinson’s 
47 year tenure. It enabled the church to minister to and 
nourish people of all ages and races, both men and women, 
with all of their diversity of needs; and, at the same time, 
it encouraged growth and the expansion of the church 
throughout the world.     
          The wonder of this support ministries system was 
that it perfectly accommodated and gave expression to 
the apostle Paul’s theology of ministry in Ephesians 4.1-
16, Colossians 2.19, et al; that is, it enabled the church to 
utilize and channel the energies of every member to achieve 
maximum production for the whole body---to bring forth 



the maximum amount of fruit unto harvest! Thus, one of 
Tomlinson’s favorite slogans was        
“Everyone a worker, and a work for everyone. ” Now 
compare this saying with the apostle’s in Ephesians 4.14-16: 

“That we be no more children, tossed to and 
fro, and carried about . . . But speaking the 
truth in love, may grow up into [Christ] in all 
things . . . From whom the whole body fitly 
joined together and compacted by that which 
every joint supplieth, according to the effectual 
working in the measure  of every part, maketh 
increase of the body unto the edifying of itself 
in love.”       

          The biblical image of the church as a “city” also 
suggests a support ministries system. For a city must 
departmentalize in order to function smoothly and efficiently. 
A variety of supporting auxiliaries, including a mayor and 
administration department, sanitation department, law 
enforcement department, fire department, treasury and tax 
assessing department, deeds and records department, water 
and utilities department, education department, etc. are 
necessary for the existence and maintenance of a city. So 
also with the City of God. Doubtlessly, Jesus’ designation 
of the church as “a city on a hill” in Matthew 5.14 implied 
such a system.   
 I have been a firm believer in the wisdom of this 
strategy for ministry for almost fifty years. When the 
support ministries are properly organized and implemented 
in the church, and the members are assimilated into the 
system and harnessed with their duties and responsibilities, 
the church inevitably grows numerically, spiritually, and 
financially. As the apostle says, these ministries [“joints”, 
“bands”] unite the members together [“compacts them by 
that which every joint supplieth”] so as to “[make] increase 
of the body.” In point of fact, I attribute most of our growth 
and increases in Zion Assembly since 2004 to restoring the 
support ministries in the church.
 In my experience as a pastor and overseer for 
48 years, I have found that Christians are happiest when 
they are settled in the government and discipline of the 
church, being yoked together with other members in the 
ministry of the church, and fully engaged in the particular 
duties and responsibilities assigned to them. In fact, 
when each member is preoccupied with his/her duties 
and responsibilities, and cooperating with other members 
who are preoccupied with their assignments and duties, 
wonderful things begin to happen: the church as a whole 
begins to grow and flourish, and all of the faithful and 
conscientious members grow up together in Christ and stay 
out of trouble. This discipline enables the members further 
to fulfill two biblical principles: 1) to “study to be quiet, 
and to do your own business, and to work with your own 

hands . . .” (1 Thess. 4.11) and thus not to be a “busybody 
in other men’s matters” (1 Pet. 4.15); and 2) it enables each 
member to find his place in the church and to apply himself 
fully to his specially assigned duties, working within his 
own calling and giftedness. Each member thus becomes a 
blessing to the whole church, rather than a hindrance or a 
“troubler” (1 Chron. 2.7; Prov. 11.29; 15.27; Rom. 16.17-
18; 1 Cor. 12-12-28; Gal. 5.7, 10). 
 It is said that a chain is only as strong as its weakest 
link. There is much truth and wisdom in this statement. On 
the other hand, there is strength in a “threefold cord” (Ecc. 
4.12). Who can argue against the fact that there is strength 
in unity, when everyone is in harmony with the Lord and 
one another. When we are loving one another in the church 
and working together under its government and divine 
order, there is no limit to what can be accomplished! If 
the Babylonians could together achieve such a remarkable 
wonder in opposition to God (Gen. 11.1-9), think how much 
can be achieved by God’s people with His help and blessings 
(Neh. 2.17-20; 4.6-9; 6.15-16; Ps. 127.1; 133.1-3; Col. 2.3-7).                 
 Still, notwithstanding the fact that our support 
ministries have been a great blessing, it is obvious that 
this system has not reached its maximum potential in Zion 
Assembly, for we have not incorporated and assimilated 
every member into the support ministries. Thus, the means 
and energies of all of the members have not been harnessed 
and utilized. This should be the goal of every pastor: to 
assimilate every member into one or more of the auxiliaries 
or support ministries. Every member should get into the yoke 
with Christ and put his hands to the plow (Mt. 11.29; Lu. 
9.62; Phil. 4.3). This will help keep the individual members 
spiritually consecrated, and assist the whole church to be 
more fruitful and productive (Jn. 15.1-8; 1 Cor. 12.4-31; 
Eph. 4.14-16).     
 Finally, it is necessary from time to time to update 
and modify the various departments of the church in order to 
meet current needs. This has been our practice for more than a 
hundred years. Accordingly, it seems in order now to  update, 
add to, and modify some aspects of our existing system.

A.
“From the Cradle to the Grave”

 When I first joined the church in 1967, I recall 
hearing a slogan for ministry that was commonly repeated 
among our ministers and members, namely, “From the 
Cradle to the Grave.” This slogan indicated that the church 
acknowledged the need and responsibility to minister to 
men and women of all ages---from infancy to seniors living 
in the twilight of their years. I believe it would be good 
and profitable for us to start thinking about reviving the old 
Cradle Roll ministry [with nurseries and nursery directors] 
and to be more diligent in organizing classes for all ages in 
our Sunday schools. 

12
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 Senior Ambassadors Ministry

I’m especially concerned here, however, about the age 
group we have been referring to for a number of years as 
“Senior Ambassadors”---you know, those whom the song 
writer described as coming to that time of life when “ . . . 
your apples all is gathered . . . and your cider-makin’s over, 
and your wimmern-folks is through . . . And the angels 
wantin’ boardin’ . . . when the frost is on the punkins and 
the fodder’s in the shock.”  
 It is estimated that about 650 million people in the 
world today are 62 or older; and within the next 30 years 
that number is expected to be close to 2 billion. At that time, 
seniors will outnumber children 14 and under for the first 
time in recorded history. Even now, there are more people 
over 65 years of age than there are under 18. Accordingly, a 
significant part of our focus for ministry should be directed 
toward our seniors: for the greatest opportunity for harvest 
in the next two or three decades will be the older adult 
population.   
          Seniors face tremendous challenges as they mature 
and are forced to make difficult “adjustments.” These may 
include:         

       1. The “empty nest” syndrome: children growing up 
and leaving home.
         2. Death of one’s spouse
        3. The loss of a job or career due to retirement, often 
a forced situation 
      4. Severed ties with friends due to death or having 
moved away
         5. Loss of social and personal status
      6. The general perception that seniors are weak and 
inferior
        7.  Physical disabilities
        8. Decrease in alertness and the ability to remember
        9. Loneliness; depression
      10. Dementia and/or Alzheimer’s
      11. Need for institutional care---e. g., nursing home.   
      12. Limited income/financial struggles
          
 As in the case with other support ministries 
[auxiliaries] in the church, the primary concern should be 
with our senior members in the church; that is, we should 
first minister “especially unto them who are of the household 
of faith” (Gal. 6.10). But we should see this ministry also 
as an outreach to seniors [saved and unsaved] in our local 
communities, as a means to spread the Good News of the 
kingdom and to build the church of God. 
 In consideration of the immense need for ministry 
among seniors, I propose that we adopt a support ministry that 
is especially streamlined to meet their needs. It seems that we 
have already in place the basis or rudiments for this ministry, 
namely, our Assembly “Senior Ambassadors Program.” 

This program could be expanded to include regular services 
and ministries to seniors on local and regional levels. The 
ministries may include special worship services or Bible 
studies in homes or in the church’s facilities, singspirations, 
field trips, picnics/parties, recreational get-togethers---card 
games, board games, etc. It may include also one-on-one 
time with Senior Ambassadors, e.g., reading aloud to them, 
taking them shopping, helping them to write letters, spending 
time with them on the phone, and providing transportation 
for them. All of these suggestions may be the means to 
show God’s love and care in an especially effective and 
influential way through the body of Christ.                       
 I propose, therefore, that the Assembly give the 
Presiding Bishop leave to appoint an international director 
for this auxiliary, and that national and state directors 
be appointed also by the overseers, and for pastors to 
appoint local leaders who will organize and carry forward 
the purpose and goals of this ministry. The international 
director will be responsible to gather and develop materials 
for this special ministry and pass it on to the national, state, 
and local leaders, and to encourage and boost the leaders to 
carry-out this good work on a regular basis.  
          If this seems wise and acceptable to the Assembly 
Business Committee, a recommendation may be made to 
the Assembly for the church to adopt and implement these 
measures.   
                 

B.
Shepherding Ministries

 When we first set Zion Assembly in order in 2004, 
we thought it wise to carry forward the old “Assembly Band 
Movement” support ministry. This ministry was adopted in 
1916 under the title “Watchers over Tens” as a means to 
assist the pastors in shepherding their flocks. Accordingly, 
the churches were divided into cell groups, and leaders 
were appointed by the pastors to help keep the members 
active and spiritual---through home prayer meetings and 
Bible studies, home visitations, phone calls, hospital visits, 
nursing home visitation, etc.
 In reflecting on this work in Zion Assembly over 
the past 14 years, however, it is obvious that this system has 
not been as effective as we had hoped. The reason for this 
seems to be because this ministry was designed to assist 
pastors of large growing churches; whereas most of our 
churches have remained relatively small with 30 or fewer 
members. The pastors have thus been able to tend to their 
members pretty much personally, without the assistance of 
under-shepherds.  
 Now we are not suggesting that we should do 
away with the Shepherding Ministries; rather we are 
recommending that some updating and revamping is 
needed for this ministry to do the church some real good. 
Accordingly, there are other ways that Shepherding 
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Ministries can become productive and edifying to the 
churches. First, the regional and local Shepherding 
Ministries directors can be a real help in boosting financial 
support and material assistance for the overseers and pastors, 
and thus fulfill the often-repeated commandment toward 
this end (Deut. 25.4; 1 Cor. 9.7-14; 1 Tim. 5.17-18). Also, 
local directors can be especially instrumental in collecting 
Emergency Dollars, and working diligently and cheerfully 
to encourage their churches to become 100% in the 
Emergency Fund. It is a matter of record that relatively few 
of our churches have succeeded to reach this mark of honor, 
and this can only be, primarily, because not enough cheerful 
and zealous oversight has been taken toward this end.   
 Second, the local Shepherding directors can solicit 
the help of others to do correspondence work---writing 
letters and/or emails and making phone calls to members 
who live away and cannot attend regular worship services 
and local church activities [I know of some real effective 
work along this line that is being done by some of our 
people]. Third, the directors can solicit help to visit shut-
ins [homebound members], and to reach out to stray or 
detached members. Fourth, they can encourage a prison or 
jail outreach ministry. Indeed, there are a number of good 
works that can be done through Shepherding Ministries and 
through prayer and a little imagination. 
          The spirit that must drive this ministry is pastoral, 
which was perfectly exemplified by our Lord. His whole 
life was spent caring for and tending the sheep, and reaching 
out also to the lost. And He taught and commissioned His 
church to do the same: to carry forward His ministry of 
outreach and reconciliation (Mt. 28.18-20; Cor. 5.18-20). 
The apostle Paul thus wrote: “Let this mind be in you which 
was also in Christ Jesus . . .” (Phil. 2.5-8; see also Mt. 
18.12-14; Jn. 15.16; Acts 20.28; Col. 1.28; Eph. 4.16). We 
are indeed “our brother’s keeper.”   
           Working closely with the pastors [and always under 
their supervision], the Shepherding Ministries directors can 
be a tremendous assistance to the overseers and pastors 
in caring for the flock, and acting also as a catalyst for 
outreach and numerical growth as well as encouraging 
deeper spirituality within the church.             

C.
Department of Education/

Director of Education

          We are planning to move forward this year with 
our expansion for the International Ministries Center. 
As already mentioned in Section III, this will include 
building facilities that will accommodate our envisioned 
Bible college. Accordingly, it seems in order to appoint an 
educational director who will oversee the development of a 
library, lesson materials, curricula, etc. and indeed oversee 
the entire development and progress of the school.

 Further, it would seem wise and more efficient if we 
brought all of our educational ministries---Sunday school, 
School of Ministry, Voice of Zion magazine, Bible college, 
etc.---under one education administration. This will help us 
to operate on the same page, so to speak---to preach and 
teach the same thing; to have “one mind,” to “walk by the 
same rule,”  to “speak the same thing,” and to have “the 
same judgment” (Rom. 15.5-6; 1 Cor. 1.10; Eph. 4.11-16; 
Phil. 3.16; et al.) 
 The Department of Education would include a 
director and a committee or board of directors, the latter of 
which would include by virtue of their appointed positions 
the Sunday school director, the Sunday school literature 
editor, the School of Ministry superintendent, Voice of 
Zion editor [Presiding Bishop], the assistant publisher, and, 
looking forward, also the president of the Bible college.    
 The education director would meet regularly with 
the board or committee to develop and maintain unity of 
mind and action in regard to all of our educational literature, 
materials, and goals.                      

D.
Media Ministries

 We have for many years acknowledged the great 
potential of modern technology to assist us in fulfilling the 
global mission of the church.  In fact, it may have been 
factored into God’s thinking and plan all along as a means to 
enable us to reach the world with the full Gospel, including 
the peculiar message of the church.      
 The modern technologies of which we are referring 
include radio, television and film-making, which we utilized 
in our former fellowship as far back as the 1940s; and we 
have experimented in recent years in Zion Assembly---since 
2009---in radio, live internet streaming, CDs and DVDs. 
But, in assessing our overall progress through these means, 
we must admit we have not really made a great deal of 
progress. And because of this our interests and efforts through 
these means have somewhat waned in the last few years. 
 But in view of the incredible possibilities that can be 
attained through Media technology we simply must revive 
our flagging zeal and harness every means available to us to 
evangelize the world and fulfill the mission of the church. 
Let us then, in the words of the prophet, “Awake, awake; put 
on thy strength, O Zion . . . Shake thyself from the dust, arise 
. . . lift up the voice . . . break forth into joy” (Is. 52.2-9). 
 There is every indication that reviving and 
supporting Media Ministries will be pleasing to the Lord and 
according to His guidance and direction. Foremost among 
these indicators is the addition to the church this year of 
Anton Burnette and his family. Brother Burnette has come 
to us having been prepared by the Lord for this great work. 
He has been educated and involved in Media Ministries for 
a number of years, and is an expert in setting up websites. 
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And now he has a biblical vision of the church and is fully 
committed to the church’s global agenda and mission.             
Accordingly, we are ready to plunge again into cyber 
technology, and to get behind the leadership of Brother 
Burnette---to be strong and do exploits, and to make some real 
progress in our outreach and growth through these means.        
 Brother Burnette will be explaining and promoting 
our plans for this work tonight on the program; so, sufficient 
for the moment, I will only say briefly here that the potential 
good that might be realized through Media Ministries is 
enormous, including the on-going development and expansion 
of our website; live internet streaming; television programs; 
and the development and distribution of CDs and DVDs. 
             Now in regard to how we will finance this ministry, 
the groundwork has already been laid, namely, our youth 
ministries and individual pledges (see Assembly Minutes, 
2009, p. 33). Historically, the youth in our former fellowship 
raised millions of dollars to finance what was in those days 
called the Free Literature Department---a program that 
succeeded to publish tens-of-millions of tracts, brochures, 
etc. to be distributed throughout the world. We agreed to 
continue this system in our first Assembly in 2004; that 
is, we agreed for the youth department to continue to help 
support written publications (see Assembly Minutes, 2004, 
p.19; 2011, pp. 32, 41). Later this concept was expanded to 
include Media Ministries. 
 Notwithstanding our noble intentions, thus far 
there has been little progress made through this system. 
There seems to be two basic reasons for this: 1) generally 
speaking, only modest growth has been realized in our youth 
work, both numerically and in organizational development, 
particularly on the local level; and 2) the financial aspect of 
this system has not been enthusiastically emphasized and 
promoted.                 
 Brethren, surely we can do better! What is needed 
is for us to put some teeth into this plan. I want to encourage 
our overseers, pastors, and all of our ministers and faithful 
members, therefore, to get behind our Media Ministries and 
Youth work: for, then, each of these ministries will draw 
support from the other: the Youth will help raise funds 
for the use of Media Ministries, and the Media Ministries 
will produce materials---tracts, pamphlets, brochures CDs, 
DVDs, etc.---for the youth to use in their work. It might be 
good for the Assembly to endorse these visionary plans to 
help put some teeth into our efforts in going forward.             

Section V
Rules of Discipline Needed for 

Modern Forms of Communication 

          The need for this section has been occasioned by 
Facebook and live internet streaming. As just pointed out, 
we acknowledge that modern technologies provide the 

potential for much good and accelerated advancement; but 
they provide also the occasion for a lot of unwise, negative 
talk, and also public exposure of things that should be 
kept personal and/or within the confines and discipline of 
the church. Indeed, in some instances these technologies 
have given place for the manifestation of the “works of the 
flesh”; for example, some Facebook communications have 
degenerated into gossip, tale-bearing, and evil speaking. 
So, whereas in the New Testament church, some unruly 
members “wandered about from house to house” becoming 
busybodies, idle and carrying tales (2 Thess. 3.11; 1 Tim. 
5.13; 1 Pet. 4.15), nowadays some do the same thing by 
going from one website to another or one Facebook page 
to another. We are reminded here of the apostle Paul’s 
admonitions, “ . . . give [no] place to the devil” (Eph. 
4.27), and “give none occasion to the adversary to speak 
reproachfully” (1 Tim. 5.14), and again, “make not provision 
for the flesh to fulfill the lusts thereof” (Rom. 13.14). Rather, 
we are counseled to “cut off occasion” from the devil and 
his ministers who readily use these means to discredit our 
testimony and hinder our progress (2 Cor. 11.12-15). 
 There is in fact a lot of wise counsel in the writings 
of the prophets and apostles and in the teachings of our Lord 
in regard to this subject---admonitions that caution against 
being drawn into arguments, quarrels and contentions with 
friends and neighbors, and especially with fellow saints, all 
of which are made all the worse by the spectacle of becoming 
public through Facebook and other technological mediums 
(cf. 1 Tim. 6.20-21; 2 Tim. 2.23-25; Titus 3.9-11).  
 Overseers and pastors should especially be careful 
not to be duped by the convenience of these modern devices 
to disgrace the name of the Lord and injure the reputation 
of the church (1 Tim. 3.1-15; Titus 1.7-9).
 I have a number of times as your Presiding Bishop 
in the past four or five years cautioned against the things of 
which we are now speaking, but a few of our people, and 
even a few of our ministers, have apparently not considered 
my counsel worthy of their attention and respect. Like unruly 
children, a few may need the “rod of correction” before they 
will give due heed to the counsel of a father or elder (Prov. 
1.8; 4.1; 5.12-14; 15.5, 10, 12; 22.15; 23.13-15; 19.20).
 In consideration, I’m asking the Assembly Business 
Committee to reinforce the counsel of the Presiding Bishop 
and to draw up some rules to present to the Assembly that 
will regulate our conduct relative to our communications 
and behavior via Facebook and the use of live streaming. 

         

Section VI
International Symbol or Logo

 We have been attempting to develop and adopt a 
universal logo for the church for many years. I suggested a 
few ideas and gave a preliminary design for a logo in 2005, 

Continued on page 30
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Opening of Assembly
Multi-lingual Concert of Prayer International Overseers

Ordination service

 The message and spirit of the Assembly theme---“Show the House to the 
House”---permeated every session of the glorious annual event. The theme proved 
to be a timely and effective word from the Lord. The preaching, teaching, support 
ministries programs, music, singing, skits, and pageantry were inspirational and 
uplifting, ministering to the saints in a variety of ways. 
 The altar services were convicting and moving. Many had spiritual as well 
as physical and psychological needs met. Others were healed of various kinds of 
maladies, and some were saved, sanctified and Spirit-baptized! 
 Several new ministers that had been added to Zion this year added a 
refreshing look to the assembled body. Ricky Brunet of the Cleveland church 
spoke passionately on prison ministries; and Pastor Anton Burnette preached two 
outstanding messages on Thursday afternoon and Saturday night. Singing groups 
from the All Nations Church of God in Cleveland and the Voices of Hope from 
Polk County, Tennessee also added an air of refreshment to the week-long meeting.    
 The Presiding Bishop’s annual address with received with much interest and 
enthusiasm; and the Assembly Business Committee (ABC) incorporated the bishop‘s 
recommendations into its report to the Assembly on Saturday afternoon. Every 
section of the ABC’s report was accepted unanimously. In an age of disunity and 
friction in politics and religion, this was a wonderful demonstration of cooperation 
and maturity in God’s house. Surely, in performing this way, the Lord’s Zion shined 
forth His grace and glory.   
 Several of the Support Ministries programs were outstanding, especially 
the Sunday school program, directed by Donna Pounders, the Mission program, 
directed by Scott Neill, the Ladies Retreat program, directed by Kim Erwin, and the 
Children’s program, directed by Cheryl McDonald. 

Assembly Reports in Word and Pictures
September 5-10, 2017

Assembly worship
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International Overseers

Ordination service

         The Voice of Zion boost by Glenda Major, the Shepherding Ministries boost 
by Byron Harris, the School of Ministry program, directed by Bruce Sullivan, 
the Senior Ambassador’s program, directed by Ruth Tingler, the Youth program, 
directed by Miguel Garcia Jr., and the Media Ministries program, directly by Scott 
Neill were all instructional and uplifting, and enjoyed by the Assembly. 
  The Parade of Nations, directed by Wanda Kay Busbee, climaxed the World 
Mission program. Miss Shelby Erwin from the Cleveland church was chosen to 
represent the Bride of Christ and performed with grace and beauty. Three new 
nations were added to the parade this year---Venezuela in South America, and 
Sierra Leone and Guinea in West Africa. 
 Following a challenging sermon by Pastor Pete Sarry on Sunday morning, 
the Presiding Bishop proceeded to appoint 112 men and women to international 
positions. These included the Executive Council members, International Staff 
and Support Ministries directors, national and state overseers, and the committee 
chairmen and members. Worthy of special mention was the appointment of leaders 
to fill two new positions---Director of Education (Anton Burnette), and Director of 
Senior Ambassadors’ Ministries (Ruth Tingler).          
 As per our custom, a consecration service followed the appointments, 
which included all of the ministers and members who were privileged to attend 
the Assembly. Betty Holstein, Brenda Rexrod, and Debbie Reid then led the 
Assembly in singing “Heaven Will Surely Be Worth It All.” The atmosphere 
in the sanctuary suddenly filled with the sweet presence of the Holy Spirit, and 
the saints embraced one another amidst tears of joy and expressions of tender 
affections. The saints lingered in the sanctuary for some time, rejoicing in the 
spirit of brotherly love, then finally dispersed to go back to their fields of labor.
 The gavel came down closing the Assembly on Sunday at precisely 12:00 
p.m. The attendance was 412.
 

Assembly Reports in Word and Pictures
September 5-10, 2017

Assembly worship

Parade of Nations
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Canada National 
March and Report Senior Ambassador program

Mission Skit

Zion’s Kids

Healing prayer line



1919

Voices of Hope
 Paul and Ruth Ai , Vietnam

 Youth Camp program

Healing prayer line

Assembly Choir



2020

Sermons and Testimonies



2121

World Missions Awards

Voice of Zion and SYNC Awards

Sunday School Program

Parade of Nations

Youth March
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World Mission Director/Assistant Publisher.....................................................................................Scott E. Neill
General Treasurer..................................................................................................................................Vicki Neill
Field  Secretary.....................................................................................................................................L.W. Carter
Communications/Media Ministries.............................................................................................Anton Burnette
Shepherding Ministries Director....................................................................................................Wilma Carter
Education Director........................................................................................................................Anton Burnette
School of Ministry Director...........................................................................................................Bruce Sullivan
Ladies Ministries Director..........................................................................................................Donna Pounders
Sunday School Director..............................................................................................................Donna Pounders
Sunday School Literature Editor................................................................................................Todd McDonald
Youth Ministries Director.....................................................................................................................Pam Jones
Children’s Ministries Director.................................................................................................Cheryl McDonald
Senior Ambassador Director.............................................................................................................Ruth Tingler
Executive Secretary/Office Assistant...............................................................................................Marie Crook
Camping Cordinator/Advisor..................................................................................................Miguel Garcia, Jr.
Voice of Zion/SYNC Booster...........................................................................................................Glenda Major

General Appointments
2017-2018

International Executive Council: Wade H. Phillips, Scott E. Neill, L.W. Carter
Bruce Sullivan, Joseph Steele, Joel Brooks, Rick Ferrell
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Assembly Business Committee

Chairman: Joel Brooks

L.W. Carter, Scott E. Neill, Elijah Wafula, 
Anton Burnette, Zachary Snyder, 

Pete Sarry 
Alternates: Tod Deakle, Jim Orange

Doctrine Committee    
Chairman: Bruce Sullivan

 J.J. Davis, Rick Ferrell, Byron Harris,
Yomi Adekunle, Jimmy Johnson, Tom Brown

Alternate: Jerry Reel

Construction Committee
Chairman: Wade H. Phillips
 L.W. Carter, Scott E. Neill, 
Anton Burnette, Jim Orange,
 Tod Deakle, Cecil Pounders, 

Dale Phillips, Alice Jones 

General Trustees
Wade H. Phillips, Todd Erwin, 

Jim Orange, Scott E. Neill, L.W. Carter

National Overseers
Argentina.................................................Jorge Estroz
Bangladesh..................................Suku Ranjon Sidker
Benin…...............................................Mark Agbonifo
Bolivia......................................Yum V. Munoz Quispe
Burundi….............................................David Gomba
Cambodia….........................................Sam Bureenok
Cameroon…...................................Eyong Eric Eyong
Canada...............................................Zachary Snyder
Chile….......................................................Javier Diaz
Costa Rica......................................Eugenio Cespedes
Democratic Republic of Congo........Odo Byamungu
Dominican Republic.........................Sandraud Pierre
England......................................................Scott Neill
Ethiopia................................................Teketel Zewde 
Ghana....................................................David Dordah
Guatemala.......................Ricardo Valenzuela Chavez
Guinea................................Philippe Seraphin Gomez
Haiti..............................................Saintaniel Hostelus
Honduras......................................Jonatan Hernandez
India (South)….................................V. Binoy Joseph 
India (Mid-East)….........................Talari Padma Rao 
India Central............................John Babu Rao Ganta
Kenya….................................................Elijah Wafula
Malawi.................................................Maliele Dzuwa

State Overseers
North Carolina, South Carolina........Bruce Sullivan

West Virginia, Virginia,
Pennsylvania, Maryland, Ohio...............L.W. Carter

Indiana, Kentucky, Illinois...................Ricky Graves

Tennessee..................................................Rick Ferrell

Mississippi, Alabama, Louisiana............Joel Brooks

Idaho, Wyoming......................................A. B. White

Colorado, Kansas, Missouri...................L. W. Carter

Texas, Arizona, New Mexico.......Samuel Hernandez

California (South), Nevada..................Joseph Steele

California (North), Oregon, 
Washington...............................................A.B. White

Mexico…............................................Danny Ramirez
Mozambique.......................................Maliele Dzuwa
Myanmar (Burma)..............................Sam Bureenok
Nicaragua.............................................Freddy Garcia
Nigeria…............................................Yomi Adekunle
Pakistan…..................................................Scott Neill
Paraguay.….............................................Jorge Estroz 
Peru….....................................Yum V. Munoz Quispe
Philippines….….....................Domingo Resurreccion
Rwanda ................................................David Gomba
Sierra Leone......................................Amos Agbonifo
South Africa.....................................David November
South Kenya...........................................Joanes Oboo
South Sudan......................................…Elijah Wafula
Tanzania…............................................David Gomba
Thailand…..........….............................Sam Bureenok
Togo.....................................................Mark Agbonifo
Uganda....................................Maurice Ogada Odede
Uruguay...................................................Jorge Estroz
United States....................................Wade H. Phillips
Venezuela....................................Bani Rangel Jimenez
Zambia..................................................David Gomba
Zimbabwe.............................................David Gomba



We, your Assembly Business Committee, after prayer and careful consideration, present this 
report to the General Assembly for your consideration.

Section I
The Simultaneous Death and/or Moral Failure or Physical Incapacity of the 

Presiding Bishop and World Mission Director 

The Assembly has decreed that in the event of the death and/or moral failure or physical incapacity of the 
Presiding Bishop (PB) the World Mission Director (WMD) will fill the office of the PB until the next Assembly. 
However, no procedure is in place in the event that both the PB and WMD should die or become incapacitated at 
the same time.

We recommend, therefore, that in the event of the death and/or moral or physical failure of the PB and 
WMD at the same time, the secretary of the International Executive Council (IEC) call a meeting of the Council 
and preside over the selection of a moderator for the meeting. The selection of moderator should be accepted 
unanimously. The meeting will then proceed to select an interim Presiding Bishop to fill the position until the 
Assembly. Then that Assembly will follow the normal procedure of selecting the Presiding Bishop.

Assembly Business Committee Report
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Section II
Exhorter’s License

 Throughout our history we have withheld evangelist licenses from those who have not been baptized with 
the Holy Ghost, with the evidence of speaking in tongues. The duties of an evangelist are as follows: to administer 
the ordinances, perform marriages, receive members into the church, and to preach the Gospel of Jesus Christ. We 
believe it would be wise for those who feel called into the ministry, but have not yet been baptized with the Holy 
Ghost, to receive an exhorter’s license. This will give them recognition by the church to preach the Gospel until 
they are baptized with the Holy Ghost, with the evidence of speaking in tongues. But they will not  authorized to 
perform marriages, receive members into the church, and administer the ordinances except by special appointment 
and supervision of the Presbytery---the Presiding Bishop and the National\State overseer. The Exhorters License 
will be renewed annually in order to monitor the progress of the minister. 

Section III

  Regional/State Functions and Sundays

 Because a large number of regional and state activities take place on Sunday, the ministry and outreach of 
the local churches are often hindered numerically, financially, and spiritually. We recommend therefore that other 
than the General Assembly, Ladies Retreats, and International Youth Camp, state activities should not be planned 
to include Sunday. 

Section IV 

International Symbol or Logo

 In consultation with the sub-committee appointed in the 2016 Assembly, we now present for your 
consideration the finalized design to be used as the official international symbol/logo for Zion Assembly Church 
of God. In addition, the International Offices will oversee the translation of the church’s name on each logo design 
in the particular language of each nation, and will distribute them in the specific format as necessary. This will 
keep the name and logo uniform throughout the world. 
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Section V

International Properties Indebtedness

 We want to once again give full support to the Presiding Bishop’s vision for a Bible college and the 
expansion of our International Ministries Center. We share the belief that to effectively proclaim the message and 
to carry out our mission as God’s church, it is imperative to build and operate our own Bible college to equip our 
ministers with the proper tools to spread the last day’s message.

Section VI
Emergency Fund Increase 

 We recommend that the yearly contribution toward the Emergency Fund be increased from $5.00 to $12.00 
($1.00 per month). These funds will be used to assist ministers and local churches in the event of unforeseen 
financial hardships. We further encourage our pastors, church ministers, and Shepherding Ministries directors to 
encourage non-members to contribute.  

Section VII

Start Date for Pastoral Appointments
 
 We recommend that the pastor’s start date begin the first Sunday of the following month after the state 
convention. 

Section VIII 

Rules of Discipline Needed for Modern Forms of Communication

 We fully support Section V of the Presiding Bishop’s annual address. We recommend that no local church 
service or church function  be “live streamed” without special permission from the pastor or the person in charge. 
We further recommend that great caution be taken by pastors and members of Zion Assembly in conduct and 
conversation when participating in social mediums such as Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, etc. Let us always 
consider the admonition of Paul that we are to “…give [no] place to the devil (Ephesians 4:27).”

Section IX
Senior Ambassadors Ministry

 We fully support Section IV of the Presiding Bishop’s Annual Address in regard to Senior Ambassador 
Ministries. It is clear that due to the immense need for ministry among seniors that we adopt a support ministry 
that effectively meets the peculiar needs of seniors. We further recommend that the Presiding Bishop be given 
authority to appoint an international Senior Ambassador director who will organize and oversee the purposes and 
goals of this ministry. Each National/Regional/State Overseer, as well as each local pastor/church minister, should 
also appoint Senior Ambassador leaders at the intermediate levels of the church’s administration. 

26
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Section X 

Department of Education/ Director of Education

 We fully support Section IV of the Presiding Bishop’s Annual Address in regard to a Department of 
Education and Director of Education. It would seem wise and more efficient if all of Zion Assembly’s educational 
ministries (Sunday School, School of Ministry, Voice of Zion magazine, Bible College, etc.) be brought under one 
education administration. This will bring a harmony to the message and direction of all of the aforementioned 
ministries. We further recommend that the Department of Education include a committee or board of directors, 
the latter of which willinclude by virtue of their appointed positions the Sunday School director, Sunday School 
literature editor, the School of Ministry superintendent, Voice of Zion editor [Presiding Bishop], the assistant 
publisher, and, looking forward, the president of the Bible college. 

Section XI

Media Ministries

 We fully support Section IV of the Presiding Bishop’s Annual Address in regard to Media Ministries. It 
seems evident that reviving and supporting this ministry will be pleasing to the Lord. To help facilitate this we 
recommend that the monthly offering previously received in the local church designated as “Youth Offering” be 
used for Media Ministries. We further recommend that the youth of each local church help raise funds throughout 
the year to go toward Media Ministries. It seems wise also to appoint a Media Ministries boosters in the local 
churches to help the churches stay abreast of this important ministry. 

Section XII

Recommendation to Purchase Assembly Minutes and Voice of Zion Subscriptions 

 We recommend that all ministers (bishops, deacons, male/female evangelists, exhorters) be strongly urged 
to purchase Assembly Minutes, and to maintain a yearly subscription to the Voice of Zion. The resources for 
ministry in these materials are invaluable. 

Respectfully Submitted,

Joseph Steele, Chairman
Zachary Snyder

L.W. Carter
Jim Orange
Tod Deakle

Byron Harris
Scott E. Neill

Pete Sarry 
Yomi Adekunle (absent)
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Bishops, Deacons, and Marriage

 The committee has been 
presented with the following question:  
Are men required to be married in order 
to hold the office of bishop or deacon?
 The marital status of bishops 

and deacons has long been a matter 
of discussion within Christianity.  
Throughout the dark ages, it was 
argued that ministers be required to 
abstain from marriage in order to focus 
on ministering in the Kingdom of God.  
However, the church has concluded 
that, while the Bible commends  the 
“single life” as a means of ministering 
without the distraction of familial 
responsibilities (1 Cor. 7:32, 35), it was 
clearly never a requirement for ministry.  
It seems this false requirement for 
celibacy that moved the Spirit to inspire 
the writer of Hebrews to emphatically 

declare, “Marriage is honourable in all…” (Heb. 13:4) and for Paul to write condemning those who “forbid” marriage (1 
Tim. 4:3).  It seems, it is clear, therefore that bishops and deacons may marry.  
 The question now asked as to whether a bishop or deacon must be married, seems to stem from the following two 
scriptures: 1 Tim 3:2, 12; Titus 1:6. It states that the former candidates for bishop or deacon, “…must be blameless, the 
husband of one wife…” the latter requires a bishop to be “blameless, the husband of one wife…” While these scriptures 
do speak of marriage, it seems clear they do not make marriage a requirement for holding the office of bishop or deacon.  
Instead, they seem to have been given to require the candidates for the office, who are married, to have a blameless reputation 
of faithfulness to one spouse.  In fact, these scriptures can literally be interpreted, “a man of one woman.” Therefore the 
candidate for the office of bishop or deacon must be a man of notable reputation for faithfulness to one wife and not be 
regarded as a “womanizer.”  For this reason, a bishop was required to be recognized as the “husband of only one wife”, 
consistent with Christ’s teaching regarding marriage.
 Further, it seems unreasonable to conclude that these scriptures are meant to disqualify “unmarried” men from being 
bishops and deacons when 1 Corinthians 7 spends a great deal of time commending the choice to remain unmarried for the 
sake of ministry.  Why would Paul commend the single life in 1 Corinthians 7 and then disqualify one who is unmarried 
from being a bishop or deacon when writing to Timothy and Titus? 
 It would also appear Paul himself was unmarried and yet he held the office of “apostle.” 1 Cor.9:5).  A careful 
reading of Acts 1:20 seems to make clear “apostles” were also considered bishops.  Paul would then have been ineligible for 
the office of apostle (seeing it was a “bishoprick”) if marriage was a requirement. 
 Therefore, we recommend bishops and deacons be faithful men of good reputation.  Whether they are married or 
single, they are to be pure and blameless in regards to marital integrity and their relationships with women.  “But as God hath 
distributed to every man, as the Lord hath called every one, so let him walk. And so ordain I in all churches.” (1 Cor 7:17).
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Role of Women in Conference
 
 The question has been asked of the committee, “Can the women of the church be asked for their input during a 
church conference or must strict silence be observed on their part?”  
 Throughout scripture we are told God has created a “Divine Order” for the home.  In 1 Timothy 2:13 Paul points 
to the fact that God chose this Divine order by creating Adam first, and Eve second.  This order was confirmed after 
the fall when God proclaimed to the woman, “…Thy desire shall be to thy husband, and he shall rule over thee” (Gen 
3:16; see also 1 Tim. 2:14). 
 Throughout the Old Testament we see the saints recognizing this Divine Order and operating under a patriarchal 
system in which the husband led the family.  Peter points this out using Sarah as an example of godliness in her 
submission to Abraham (1 Pet 3:5-6). Consequently, when decisions had to be made, the elder men would counsel 
together as representatives of their families. Though the New Testament clearly teaches there is no difference in value 
between a man and woman (Gal. 3:28), it does confirm there is a difference in their roles. The husband is declared to 
be the head of the wife and leader of the home (Eph. 5:23), and wives are commanded to submit themselves unto their 
own husbands and children to their parents (Eph.5.22; 6:1). 
 Even though the husband is declared to be the “head” of his wife, the New Testament clarifies the role of 
“headship,” that is, leaders should be servants to those under their oversight (Mt. 20:27).  In that spirit, the husband is to 
be motivated by self-sacrificing love for his wife (Eph. 5:25).  Therefore, in love he is to make decisions based on the 
best interests of his family and not as a “lord” over God’s heritage (1 Tim. 5:3).  The husband is to lead in love and the 
wife is to submit in love.  It should be noted also, that it is an abuse of power and a perversion of God’s plan for a man 
to make a decision without considering the needs of his wife. 
        The Bible reproves any rejection of this divine order in the family (1 Tim. 2:12). It calls it a “shame” for a woman 
to disregard this divine order and thus to dishonor her husband as her head (1 Cor. 11:5, 7; 1 Cor. 14:35), and condemns 
any attempt by the woman to “usurp” the authority of her husband (1 Tim. 2:12), Further, this divine order is to be 
recognized and followed in the church as well as in the home. Therefore, the church has long held that men are to act 
as representatives of their families in matters of church business. Accordingly, the women are to keep silent in the 
church, that is, in the solemn exercise of rulership (1 Cor. 14:34).  (Note: It should be pointed out that this “silence” 
doesn’t mean “absolute silence”). Though the women can take active roles in worship and in the mission of the church, 
final decision-making is the exclusive prerogative of the men of the church. However, just like in the decision-making 
process of the home, a man should never seek to represent his family in church matters without taking into consideration 
the wise counsel and concerns of his wife. 
 This committee confirms, therefore, the exclusive role of men in the final decision-making process of the church.  
Prior to the conference, every effort should be made to inform ALL members of the items to be discussed, and the 
men should discuss all matters with the female members they represent before entering into conference. If unforeseen 
circumstances should arise whereby the conference needs information from a female member, the moderator may call 
on female members to give input on a specific point. 

Respectfully Submitted,

Chairman: Bruce Sullivan
 J.J. Davis, Rick Ferrell, Byron Harris

Yomi Adekunle, Jimmy Johnson, Tom Brown
Alternate: Jerry Reel
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and a former member of the church in Kentucky developed 
an electronic rendering of this design. This design was then 
passed on to the Assembly Business Committee [ABC] 
that same year and the ABC presented to the Assembly for 
consideration. It was applauded and accepted (Assembly 
Minutes, 2005, p. 10). 
 However, the design was rather complicated and 
busy, and thus the committee recommended that it be 
modified and simplified to use as a standard symbol to 
represent the church, particularly for display on church 
signs, Marques, etc. This symbol was to be presented to the 
2006 General Assembly; but as it turned out, simplifying the 
design to represent the uniqueness of the church was more 
difficult and involved than expected: and so the Assembly 
ended that year without having approved of a symbol.
 In the following years, other important issues 
seemed to take precedence over the development of a church 
about two years ago. At that time, I felt strongly impressed 
that it was “high time” for us to complete a design and bring 
it to the Assembly for consideration. So a sub-committee 
was appointed after the Assembly in 2016 to get this work 
done---to finalize a design. This sub-committee was made 

up of  the following persons: L.W. Carter, chairman, Scott 
E. Neill, Rick Ferrell, Kari Snyder, Derrick McBride. I 
and a few others were also involved in the process. Sister 
Snyder was especially instrumental and came up with the 
basic computer design that is being brought before the 
Assembly today.  
          One final thing should be said before presenting 
this symbol to the Assembly. It had been presumed that 
a universal symbol could not have any wording, simply 
because the symbol is to represent the whole church 
throughout the world: for any wording would seem to bias 
the church in favor of one language over others, and thus 
represent more particularly one nation, tribe, or culture 
over others. However, after much discussion and prayer, it 
was finally agreed upon in the sub-committee that a basic 
design could be adopted and that the name Zion Assembly 
Church of God could be inscribed in the language of each 
nation or tribe. 
          We are now ready to pass the work of this sub-
committee on to the ABC for any further consideration, and, 
if it be considered wise and profitable, to bring the findings 
of the sub-committee and the ABC to the Assembly for a 
final resolution.                                                      

          

Presiding Bishop’sAnnual Address 
Continued from page 15

              

 General Assembly DVD Order Form
$5 Per Disc - 1 Disc Per Service

Service Speaker Check Box To Order
Tuesday Evening Jerry Pounders

Wednesday Morning J.J. Davis

Wednesday Afternoon International Reports

Wednesday Evening Senior Ambassadors Program
Joseph Steele

Thursday Morning Sunday School Program
Anton Burnette

Thursday Evening Bruce Sullivan
Joel Brooks

Friday Morning SYNC Program
Miguel Garcia, Jr.

Friday Evening Danny Ramirez
Scott E. Neill

Saturday Morning
2 Discs - $10

Tom Brown
Wade H. Phillips, Presiding Bishop’s Annual Address

Saturday Afternoon Assembly Business Committee Report

Saturday Evening Zachary Snyder
Anton Burnette

Sunday Morning Ladies Program
Children’s Program

Sunday Morning Appointments

All services
Complete Assembly Set

15 Discs - $60
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Come… 

                      In love with God’s Word! 

 

 Sunday School Outreach 
November 12, 2017 

Suggestions for a successful outreach: 
 

1. “Plan your work, work your plan!”  
2. Make it personal. Stress that people are not just numbers as a means to 

achieve goals.  
3. Emphasize reaching out into the community. It has been proven that 

churches primarily grow via people inviting people….marketing matters; 
but word of mouth counts more.  

4. Bathe the effort in prayer. 
5. Promote enthusiastically and cheerfully! Use every possible means of 

communication to get the word out. 
6. Don’t forget to send in your pictures and reports of the day to the VOZ.  
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