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Editorials . . .
Solar Eclipse
During the mania of the solar eclipse that happened a couple of weeks ago, it was
difficult not to draw an analogy to the way sin and satanic deception are now causing the brightness
and glory of the Son of God to be eclipsed. In fact, there are now a great number of false prophets
who, thru pride and self-exaltation, are eclipsing the “Sun of Righteousness” (Mal. 4.2). Surely no
wide-awake Christian will argue against the fact that Isaiah’s prophecy is again being fulfilled in
this generation:

Wade H. Phillips
Presiding Bishop

“For, behold, the darkness shall cover the earth, and gross darkness the people . . .” (Is. 60.2).
This darkness fell initially upon the earth when Adam rebelled against the commandment of God and plunged
the whole race of man into sin and wickedness (Gen. 2.17; 3.6; Rom. 5.12-14; 1 Cor. 15.21; Gal. 1.4): so that now, we
understand, “the whole world lieth in wickedness” (1 Jn. 5.19).
The good news is that “Sun of righteousness [has arisen] with healing in His wings” (Mal. 4.2). Accordingly,
everyone now has access to God through Christ, who saves and sanctifies all whom call upon His name in faith and true
repentance. His light and energy and holy power now shine out of darkness into the hearts and minds of all who will
truly repent and receive Him.
“But if our gospel be hid, it is hid to them that are lost: In whom the god of this world hath blinded the minds of
them which believe not, lest the light of the glorious gospel of Christ, who is the image of God, should shine unto
them. For God, who commanded the light to shine out of darkness, hath shined in our hearts, to give the light of
the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ” (2 Cor. 4.3-6; see also 2 Pet. 1.19).
Accordingly, now the light of the Sun of righteousness is eclipsed and hidden only from them whom refuse to
open their hearts to Him. But to the rest---to all who will believe and receive Him, He gives power to “become the sons
of God, even to them that believe on His name: Which [are] born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the
will of man, but of God” (Jn. 1.12-13).
“Thus saith the Lord, In an acceptable time have I heard thee: and I will preserve thee, and give thee for a
covenant of the people, to establish the earth, to cause to inherit the desolate heritages; That thou mayest say
to the prisoners, Go forth; to them that are in darkness, Shew yourselves. They that feed in the ways, and their
pastures shall be in all high places . . . Sing, O heavens; and be joyful, O earth; and break forth into singing, O
mountains: for the Lord hath comforted His people, and will have mercy upon His afflicted” (Is. 49.8-13).

Pray for the General Assembly
This issue of the paper should arrive in the hands of most of our subscribers a few days before the opening of the
14th Annual Assembly in Cleveland. Hopefully, the majority of our pastors, ministers, and faithful members will be able
to attend and participate in this great meeting with the Lord and one another. We fully expect it to be a life-changing event.
For those who cannot attend this year, you may still participate by praying for the Assembly and watching it via
live internet streaming. The Assembly is scheduled for September 5-10. The venue is United Christian Church located
at 2200 Peerless Road, Cleveland, TN.

“And when they had prayed, the place was shaken where
they were assembled together . . . ” (Acts 4.31).
Our prayers and expectations are always that every session of the Assembly will be anointed by and saturated
with the Spirit of the Lord: that the preachers, program directors, singers and musicians, and, indeed, everyone who has
any part in the Assembly to be inspirational and uplifting in their attitude and presentations. And, finally, we pray that
everyone will leave the Assembly renewed and reinvigorated with holy zeal, and anxious to get back to their fields of
labor to spread the word of the Kingdom and to build the Church of God. Amen!
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“ . . . whereby the dayspring from on
high hath visited us, To give light to
them that sit in darkness and in the
shadow of death, to guide our feet into
the way of peace.”
Lu.1.78-79
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The Independent Ministries Delusion
Anton Burnette,
Pastor, Cleveland, TN

“Set in order the things that are wanting, and ordain elders in every city” (Titus 1:5).
In America, the number of Christians that
identify as independent or nondenominational has grown
exponentially. If you combine these adherents into one
group they are the third largest religious group in America
(behind only the Roman Catholic Church and the Southern
Baptist Convention). If you consider the number of local
congregations, independents are second only to the Southern
Baptist Convention (Source: Hartford Institute of Religious
Research). Independent ministries are built on the concept
that God has appointed churches to work independent of one
another with different beliefs, practices, vision, goals and
leadership.
There is a rise in independent ministries today, and
the inclination among denominational ministers to flee the
trappings of their denominations will only increase this
number. Many have abandoned their denominational names
and have embraced generic names for their local churches.
There is a rush towards this generic type of “Christianity”
encouraged by televangelism. Televangelists have become
a greater influence on independent and denominational
Christians (and pastors) than their overseers, elders or their
own heritage and history. Many look to televangelists and
megachurch pastors and endeavor to replicate or emulate
what they see as ministerial success. They seek to establish
personality-driven churches that steer clear of the issues of
sin, repentance and holiness; and instead focus on self help
and positivity themes.
While modern church culture is rushing towards the
generic and the bland message of positivity, the church of the
Bible stands firmly on the Truth, proclaiming the message of
Jesus Christ without compromise or apology. Zion Assembly
is not looking to be like other churches. We have no desire
to be independent of one another, nor do we see a biblical
framework in the examples set by modern megachurches.
In Zion Assembly, we see our uniqueness as our strength.

infallible. The Bible is right and everyone else is wrong. A
humbling experience is realizing that the Bible is right and
you are wrong. I preached against denominations and manmade organizations; but in doing so I hid myself from the
truth that God’s church is a corporate, universal body, not
a denomination nor independent ministry: nor yet simply
another man made organization. Rather, the church is the
body of Christ. In the Bible, I found the marks of God’s
church and I looked and found that church in the world
today.
Compared to the glorious vision of the church in the
Bible, I found independent ministries to be left wanting. There
are several questionable issues with independent churches,
but my main concern is that they are simply not biblical. This
goes to the heart of Christianity itself. God does desire to
have a relationship with individuals, but God also has a plan
to fellowship with them corporately in the divine institution
of His church. The is not an optional doctrine. This is God’s
plan for His people --- “that they may be one.”
“Neither pray I for these alone, but for them also which
shall believe on me through their word; That they all
may be one; as thou, Father, art in me, and I in thee, that
they also may be one in us: that the world may believe
that thou hast sent me. And the glory which thou gavest
me I have given them; that they may be one, even as we
are one” (Jn. 17:20-22).
What keeps those in independent ministries from
having a biblical vision of the church? Many are sincere
Christians who believe and desire to follow the Bible. I
found four false premises held by many in the independentnondenominational movement that keep them from accepting
the biblical pattern of ministry for God’s church. These may
not be prevalent in all independent churches, but I have found
the following premises in much of the movement.

“Our life and future growth will depend a great deal
on our uniqueness. What is different about Zion
Assembly? What do we have that is appealing and
attractive? In considering these questions, there are
two groups that we should have in mind - believers
(‘other sheep’) and sinners.” (Wade H. Phillips, Sixth
Annual Address in Let Us Rise Up and Build, p. 182).

False Premise 1. Doctrine is unimportant and causes
unneeded divisions.
The Word of God is “given by inspiration of God, and is
profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for
instruction in righteousness: That the man of God may be
perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good works” (2 Tim.
3:16-17). Whenever someone says they do not believe in
doctrine or preaching doctrine, actually they just explained a
doctrine. Doctrine is teaching. The teachings of any ministry
are of paramount importance. Without sound doctrine
guiding the Christian he will be carried about by every wind
of doctrine (Eph. 4:14).
Sound doctrine does not cause divisions. Rather
the refusal to accept sound doctrine causes divisions. When
individuals or local churches believe they are above correction

I was raised up in the independent, Pentecostal movement.
I was mentored in the ministry by Rev. H. Richard Hall, a
former Church of God of Prophecy state overseer that decided
in 1956 to go independent and establish his own ministry.
I am thankful for many things that I learned regarding the
Kingdom of God from Bro. Hall. I am thankful for years of
training and ministerial opportunities afforded to me.
One thing that was instilled in me as a minister
was a high view of the Bible. The Bible is inerrant and
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and reproof, that causes divisions. Independent ministries
tend therefore to be divisive. Every minister who comes
up with his own spin on a teaching divides Christians and
usually tries to garner support for his new found “church.”
“Also of your own selves shall men arise, speaking perverse
things, to draw away disciples after them” (Acts 20:10).
But these false teachers really have no defense! “Take heed
therefore unto yourselves, and to all the flock, over the which
the Holy Ghost hath made you overseers, to feed the church
of God, which he hath purchased with his own blood” (Acts
20:28). God has called and appointed overseers in the
church of God to feed the flock. He established a system
of leadership and discipline to keep the church on track.
This cannot be completed by an invisible, spiritual church
that harbors and encourages disagreeing factions. “Now I
beseech you, brethren, mark them which cause divisions and
offences contrary to the doctrine which ye have learned; and
avoid them” (Romans 16:17).

granted to themselves titles and positions that would even
embarrass a catholic pope. Authority is not self appointed.
Paul writes to Titus and instructs him to ordain elders (Titus
1:5). Paul wrote to Timothy that “If a man desire the office
of a bishop, he desireth a good work” (1 Tim. 3:1). But
how would a Christian man desire such an office in the
independent church? Who would check his qualifications to
make sure he is firmly grounded in “the faith”? Or would he
simply rent a building and appoint himself? These questions
must be raised because they call into question the integrity of
those in independent movement.
“No one can be a member of Christ’s church and
refuse government and hold themselves aloof from
organization - His organization - His government - His
laws.” (A. J. Tomlinson, The Last Great Conflict, p. 68)
Furthermore, the idea that there are thousands of individuals
without biblical footing. Just as the canon of the Bible is
closed, so is the office of apostle. The canon was open and
apostles were given for the instruction of the church and
establishing the New Covenant. But now we have the New
Testament established in written form. The Bible is our
authority of faith and practice. There is no place for modern
apostles setting themselves over the church.
It is in the heart of the children of disobedience to
reject authority. While they desire more and more authority
over others, they reject any authority over themselves. The
culmination of this disobedience is the taking to themselves
the title and office of “apostle:”

“I admit that we have those in our ranks who oppose
government and any form of organization, but such are
false teachers. They refuse to submit to government,
and are holding themselves aloof and independent,
every one for himself, even contending against any form
of organization, and say they are members of Christ’s
church. It matters not how spiritual they may seem
to be, or how honest they may be, they are dangerous
characters, and enemies to Christ and His truth” (A.
J. Tomlinson, The Last Great Conflict, pp. 67-68).

False Premise 2. That the totality of truth can be attained
independently of the church.

False Premise 4. Character is not as important as charisma,
education, and talent.

Although we believe individuals may have a personal
relationship with Jesus, we do not see this as the totality or
end of their call to be saved.. Christ set in order His church
for a distinct purpose. He established the church as “the
pillar and ground of the truth” (1 Tim. 3:15). Accordingly,
the totality of Truth cannot be attained outside of the church.
At this time, there are multitudes of sincere Christians in the
Kingdom of God that lack an understanding of the church.
In these last days, God is doing a work to bring these “other
sheep” and the lost to His church. “And other sheep I have,
which are not of this fold: them also I must bring, and they
shall hear my voice; and there shall be one fold, and one
shepherd” (Jn. 10:16).

When Paul wrote to Titus and Timothy he established
qualifications for bishops and deacons. Character was the
core quality for church leaders:
“A bishop then must be blameless, the husband of one wife,
vigilant, sober, of good behavior, given to hospitality, apt
to teach; Not given to wine, no striker, not greedy of filthy
lucre; but patient, not a brawler, not covetous; One that
ruleth well his own house, having his children in subjection
with all gravity” (1 Tim. 3:2-4).
As Christians, we desire to have a good education and to be
skillful in the work that we do for God. But in establishing
leaders in the church, we must look to the character of the
individual first. Just because someone is a great orator does
not mean that they are qualified to be a bishop or deacon.
Just because someone is a great singer or musician does not
mean we should immediately push them into a public role in
the church.
God has a church. I believe that there are millions of
independent pastors and ministers who are sincerely seeking
for the truth. We need to present the truth of God’s church to
them and many, like I did, will throw off the false premises
of the independent God’s the church. It will not be without
battles, nor will it be easy; but if you start listening, you will
hear many already asking their “way to Zion” (Jer. 50:5).

As honest believers studying the Word of God, they will
find that their independent ministries are nowhere to be
found in the Bible. They will have to humble themselves
and look outside of their comfort zone to realize the fullness
of God’s plan for them, for their family and for their local
congregations. They will begin to feel the desire to be part
of God’s church, to proclaim the “all things” message and to
submit to God’s plan and the church’s leadership to become
part of the church.

False Premise 3. Authority can be self-appointed.
Today, independent ministers have no shame when it comes
to amassing for themselves titles and authority. Some have
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Generous Donation toward Bible College
John and Carol Reed and their daughter, Cheyenne, from Cokeville, Wyoming, recently visited the International
Offices and attended the worship services in our Cleveland church. Carol is a member of the church, and with the cheerful
consent of her husband donated $10,000 toward the expansion of our International Ministries Center and the envisioned
Bible college. The donation was given in memory of her father and mother, both of whom had served the church for
many years. Cheyenne has enrolled in Lee University and we expect to see her in our worship services in the local church
in Cleveland. Carol served as the executive secretary for our Presiding Bishop in our former fellowship in the Heritage
Ministries department (1982-1987) and later as personal secretary to the overseer when Bishop Phillips was appointed to
oversee the churches in West Virginia (1987-1990).

Baptism in Atlanta
Geremew Eshete served as the overseer of Ethiopia in 2012-2014
before immigrating to the United States. At that time, Teketel
Zewde was appointed to succeed him as overseer in Ethiopia.
Brother Geremew moved to Atlanta in 2015 and contacted the
International Offices to maintain his ministry with the church.
Bishop Neill has been keeping up a regular correspondence with
him since that time. Almost immediately upon arrival in Atlanta,
Brother Geremew began to minister to other Ethiopian immigrants
and recently baptized a couple and established a mission. He is
expected to attend the up-coming General Assembly.
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Huixtla Chiapas, Mexico
“Asking The Way To Zion”
“They shall ask the way to Zion with their faces thitherward, saying, Come, and let us join ourselves
to the Lord in a perpetual covenant that shall not be forgotten, “ (Jeremiah 50:5).
I praise God for allowing us to participate in His
wonderful last days program. I have seen the fulfillment
of scripture taking place in these last days. In the month of
June we were contacted by two pastors that had the desire
to speak with us regarding Zion Assembly. We sent them
the Abstract of Faith and planned on being with them in
the month of July. We planned our trip and headed down to
Mexico. My wife and Barbara Rivera accompanied me to
Iztapala Mexico City. We were able to meet with a lawyer
that is assisting us with the paper work regarding registration
of the church in Mexico. The Lord made Himself present in
our gathering Friday evening as church worker Alejandra
Espinosa moderated and Sister Rivera preached. Saturday
morning we traveled to Vera Cruz. The Lord blessed us
in our evening service
there. Musicians from our
former fellowship joined
us and led our worship
service. I thanked the
pastor for allowing his
musicians to assist us. We
attended Sunday School
with them and, after the
lesson, the pastor asked
if I would preach in their
devotional service. Over
200 were present and the
Holy Spirit made Himself
present and ministered
to an overflowing altar
response. Rosie assisted in the altar call as the people were
asking for special prayer. We are asking our Zion family
to help us pray that God will keep this door open for the
church. For we believe we are serving a living God who
answers prayer.
After four days of preaching and going out with our
church worker, Sister Griselda Santiago Rodrigues, visiting
and praying for individuals in the village, we left Vera Cruz.
On Wednesday morning Rosie and Barbara headed back
to the states while Pastor Leonardo Mendez Perez and I
traveled to Tuxtla Gutierrez, Chiapas. We were received
very cordially by Pastor Francisco Lopez and spent time
with our brethren in Tuxtla. Friday morning we headed out

for Huixtla which is a 5 hour bus ride south of Tuxtla.
Upon our arrival in Huixtla we met with Pastor
Ovidio Lopez and church worker Yolanda Garcia. We
spent the evening discussing doctrinal issues and planned
a meeting for the morning to include all those who were
interested in joining Zion. Saturday evening God gave
us grace to take in both pastors and their congregations.
Two new churches were organized. Pedro Ovidio Lopez
was appointed pastor of Union Campesina and Yolanda
Garcia was appointed church minister in Vista Hermosa.
Both churches are in Huixtla, Chiapas. We took in a total
of 17 members and both congregations have others that
could not attend, but are expected to join the church soon.
In closing I want to share with you an experience
that I had on Saturday
night. We had to travel
up a mountain to get to
Union Campesina. The
roads are not paved but
hedged in with much
tropical vegetation. We
arrived at the church
site which is surrounded
with huge mango and
banana trees. The people
slowly started arriving.
All came on foot with
the exception of a father
and son on a motor
bike. After service we
had fellowship eating tamales that a sister had prepared for
this celebration. It was well after 11 p.m. when the people
finally left. All left on foot having to walk 30 to 60 minutes
to their homes. It was pitch dark and none had flashlights
but they did have and were filled with the joy of the Lord.
Yes, they are asking their way to Zion but someone
has to be there to show them the way. Behold, the fields are
white and ready for the harvest. Mexico has a population of
over 120 million. Pray with us that the Lord will send forth
laborers.

Danny Ramirez---Overseer for Mexico
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South Central Youth Camp
We had a wonderful time at youth camp this year in the South-Central Region---July 13-17! Our theme
scripture was Hebrews 12.1: “Let us run with endurance the race that God has set before us.” The theme helped
us to focus on what we need to endure to the end. Sunday night, Jerry Pounders preached on “laying aside every
weight and the sin that so easily besets us.” What is weighing us down? God truly ministered to all the campers
at the altar---and weights were laid aside.
Day One, we talked about Commitment---Do we have our minds made up to run the race set before
us? Running is 90% mental and 10% physical. Before runners can succeed, they must make up their minds and
commit to run, commit to train, and commit to finish. We have been chosen, by God’s grace, to run this race: but,
still, we must continue to run to finally win. Monday night, Brother Brooks, our overseer, preached about being
committed to win. We must be competitive . . . striving to win at any cost! In his message, he spoke about the
compromising of this present generation in regard to giving everyone a trophy who simply shows up for a race,
though they actually don’t deserve it: for they don’t put forth much effort to compete. Our race for heaven is not
that way. We must compete and strive to finish. We must pray every day and read every day, if we expect to make
it! Again, the Lord ministered as campers flooded the altar to draw closer to God.
Day Two was about the Training and Discipline needed to endure. Are we engaging ourselves in the
necessary disciplines that will help us to make it? Are we getting the right food---the Word of God? Are we getting
enough exercise---daily devotion? Are we communicating with our trainer daily? What does our prayer life look
like? Are we building endurance? That evening, the Spirit of God moved mightily even during the opening song
service. Pastor Allen Thompson preached a wonderful message on being committed to finish the course.
Day Three was about having the Endurance to finish. The race is not easy. The Greek word for “race”
in our theme scripture is agon which means “conflict.” Are we prepared to stand against the enemy? Are we
prepared to fight until the end? Brother Jerry closed our camp on Sunday night with a message on “enduring to the
end.” He reminded the kids that we have a great cloud of witnesses cheering us on; and we should let nothing---no
weight, no sin, no distractions---hinder our finish.
We had some special night classes with teen boys and girls. The lessons centered on relationship and
character-building in Christ in the context of a godless and paganized world. There was a wonderful drama
class in which the campers performed to the song “You make me brave.” There were also crafts and recreational
activities in the afternoon, and as always plenty of good food!
The kids left camp with tools to encourage their daily devotion and prayer time: and also equipped for
the race ahead. There was a total of 82 overnight campers (an increase of 16 over last year); 15 were saved, 5
sanctified, 3 baptized with the Holy Ghost, 20 testified of special blessings received, and 10 were baptized in
water.
To God be the glory!

Jerry and Nicole Pounders,
Camp Directors, reporters
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Mid-Central Region Youth Camp
“CAMP JUBILEE”

Sixty-eight (68) campers and 44 staff members gathered on June 9-12 at Mission Discovery Campground
in Westmoreland, Tennessee for Camp Jubilee. Everyone was expecting a great time in the Lord, and no one was
disappointed.
This year’s overall theme was ‘LIVING THE DREAM.” Daily sub-themes included TRUST. Even in the Pit we
can trust in the Lord that He has a plan. TRUTH---living and speaking the truth even if it leads us to Prison; and lastly
TRIUMPH---living out the dream (plan) that God has for us in the Palace.
Each morning after breakfast we started the day with the “Living the Dream” drama---a play depicting the life of
Joseph (Gen. 36.38-45). Shanda Graves wrote and directed the drama with camp staff from Scottsville church and CIT’S
(Camper-staff In Training) acting out the parts in the play. The campers loved it! Some of the campers were coming early to
get a front row seat for the play.
Following the drama, campers went to their classes. Kara Spicer, Kari Snyder, and Zac Snyder served as instructors.
Each class was an inspiration to the campers, for the teachers were prepared and enthusiastic. After classes, Derrick McBride
arranged and directed some fun-time with water games. Everyone, even the staff, had a blast participating in these games,
especially the Human Bowling Game.
Our services each night were powerful. Worship was lead by Trevor Graves and CIT, Shelby Erwin. Pastor Anton
Burnette preached the Word and all the campers from the youngest to the oldest were inspired by the messages. We will
always remember the following quote: “The Bible is right and everyone else is wrong.” The altar was filled each night with
campers seeking the Lord. Everyone was blessed.
Camp Jubilee has outgrown the existing campground, and we are anticipating even more growth. We will be moving
to a larger facility next year to accommodate the increase. Praise the Lord!
We are happy to report there were 112 registered campers. We are praising God for 22 saved, 10 sanctified, 5
baptized with the Holy Ghost, 6 healings, and 31 baptized in water. We also had 12 visitors attend one of our evening
services. We are so thankful for the increase.
There is not enough space to tell of all the events that took place at Camp Jubilee, nor space to mention all of
the staff members who helped to make the camp a great success. But a special “thank you” to Emily Carey for taking the
pictures during camp and posting them on the Camp Jubilee facebook page for viewing.
To God be the glory for all He did at Camp Jubilee this year. Campers and staff left camp with a desire to be a
“Living the Dream”---living out the plan God has for their lives.
10

---Pam Jones, Camp Director

South-Central Regional Convention
The South-Central Region Convention was held in Columbus, MS, July 28-30. The theme was “The Love of God.”
We were blessed to have our World Mission director, Bishop Scott E. Neill, as our headquarters representative, and his wife,
Vicki; and, also, we were honored to have our Presiding Bishop attend the Friday night and Saturday morning sessions.
The convention opened Friday night with prayer and worship, followed by several support ministry boosts, including
the Voice of Zion, Shepherding Ministries, and Women’s ministries. Bishop Phillips encouraged all to attend the up-coming
General Assembly. He gave a fiery exhortation regarding the theme, “Show the House to the House.” Bishop Neill preached
a message titled, “Getting Back Your Fight.” The service closed with many delegates seeking God at the altar for strength
to fight the good fight!
Saturday morning began with prayer and worship followed by ten-minute sermonettes on, “Thinketh No Evil”
(1 Cor 13:5), “Rejoiceth Not In Iniquity” (1 Cor 13:6), “Endureth All Things” (1 Cor 13:7), and “Charity Never Fails” (1
Cor 13:8). Donna Pounders directed the Missions program titled, “A Love For Souls.” Bishop Joel Brooks, our regional
overseer, delivered a message titled, “Love Casteth Out Fear.” Following the message, there was an outpouring of the Holy
Ghost. The altar quickly filled with souls receiving spiritual blessings and physical healings. The convention reconvened
Saturday afternoon and began with prayer and worship followed by a message from Pastor Chase Larmour titled, “Love
Covers a Multitude of Sins.” The Youth program was directed by Allen Thompson titled, “Love Thy Neighbor As Thyself.”
The Camp program report was given by Nicole Pounders. The final message was delivered by Pastor Byron Harris titled,
“Speaking the Truth In Love.” Saturday afternoon concluded with many in the altar receiving blessings from the Lord.
Sunday morning opened with prayer and worship, followed by a Sunday school boost by our International Sunday
School director, Donna Pounders. George Wilkinson taught Sunday School followed by the Children’s Ministry program
directed by Courtney Fields. Bishop Neill delivered the concluding message titled, “His Word Living In Us.” The Holy
Ghost ministered in the altar following this message---and revival broke out! Several were baptized with the Holy Ghost
and others were saved, sanctified, and healed! The Regional Overseer then appointed the regional staff and pastors for 20172018. A time of consecration followed before the convention officially closed.
Throughout the convention, we experienced and enjoyed many blessings. Our children had a wonderful time in the
special Kidz’ convention, which was organized and directed by Courtney Fields and her assistants. The attendance exceeded
100. All praise and glory to God!
Mandy Thompson, reporter
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Kentucky Convention
The Mid-Central Regional Convention was held in Shepherdsville, Kentucky on July 1416. We were blessed to have our World Mission director, Scott E. Neill and his wife, Vicki: both
were a great encouragement to the church. The Spirit of Christ was present from beginning to
end with anointed singing and exhortation. The theme, “She’ll Be Shining,” permeated every
sermon and prayer. The preaching by the ministers seemed to flow together encouraging the
churches to be faithful and continue to adorn themselves as a bride adorns herself for her
husband. Their messages included, “With Garments of Salvation,” “With Sanctifying Grace,”
“With Holy Ghost Power,” “In the Beauty of Holiness,” “With Divine Wisdom,” and “With
the Brightness of His Glory.” Harris Gregory and Kari Snyder preached convicting messages
about how we need to be shining to a lost world. The Youth service concluded with a powerful
time of praying for one another. Several of the youth were seeking a closer walk with the
Lord. The final service was inspirational and edifying as the children blessed the church with a
march, singing, reading of a poem, playing a drum, and a sermon! Brother Neill preached the
last message of the convention, urging the members of Zion Assembly to step out on faith and
do what God has called us to do. The convention was truly a wonderful blessing! To God be the glory!

Ricky Graves, reporter
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South Pacific Coast Regional Convention
The South Pacific Coast Region Convention was held on June 16-18, 2017 in Rialto, California. The
theme of the Regional Convention was “There remaineth yet more land to be Possessed”.
The Sunday morning session was at Highgrove. Our regional overseer, Bishop L.W. Carter, moderated
the blessed event. God’s presence was felt marvelously throughout the weekend---in the worship, the reports, the
preaching, and the various programs. The representatives from our International Offices in Cleveland---Byron
Harris (Shepherding Ministries director) and Scott E. Neill (World Mission director) were a special blessing.
The Youth program and march was exciting and enthusiastic, directed by Miguel Garcia Jr.
The Kids program, conducted by Noemi Diaz, was a blessing. The Ladies program was directed by Maria Avila,
which included a march with flags representing the various countries where Zion Assembly is established.
There was a total attendance of 231. To God be the glory!
Oscar Perez, reporter
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Mid-East Camp

“Camp Hosanna” was one of our most powerful camps to date. The Spirit of God moved mightly and the
campers were eager for more. Our camp met this year in beautiful Petersburg, WV, July 17-21. We were blessed
to have a wonderful staff and 53 campers. Ninety in total.
Our campers started their day with a 8:00 am devotion, and on our last day the Spirit moved and we felt
impressed to have an altar call. Considering it was so early in the morning, I was pleasantly surprised with how
the campers responded to the moving of the Spirit. In the evening service, Brother Trevor Graves ministered to
the campers, and he did a fantastic job.
At the conclusion of camp, several who had been saved were baptized in the river. All the hard work that
our amazing staff put into the week paid off. To God be the glory!
Plans are already underway for next year’s Camp Hosanna to be held in Fayetteville, WV, near the New
River Gorge Bridge, on June 25-29, 2018.
John J. Davis
Camp Director

New Mission Established in Texas
Samuel Hernandez, overseer of Texas, and Bishop L.W. Carter, worked together with Sister Nubia Delphin
to establish a new mission in Baytown, TX, a small city located about 45 minutes south of Houston. The
mission was set in order on August 1st by Bishop Carter. Sister Nubia was installed as the mission director,
and 11 believers came forward to commit themselves to support the new work.
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Youth Camp in the Carolinas
The Carolinas Youth Camp (July 16-19) got underway with 52 campers and 20 staff members. The theme, “365 Days
of Christmas,” emphasized that Christ wants a relationship with us everyday—not just one day a year. Different speakers
each evening added some intrigue to the camp. We ended the last evening with a hayride. Along the route, different events of
Christ’s life were depicted by the campers and staff. We started with the birth of Christ and ended with His ascension. Nathan
Johnson portrayed Christ in the ascension following the lyrics and music of the song, “He’s Alive.” Campers and staff were
touched as He ascended into the clouds. ALL PRAISE to GOD for His presence among us in Youth Camp 2017 in the
Carolinas.
Marie Llaneza, Camp Director

Children’s Day in the Land of Goshen
We enjoyed a wonderful Kids’ Day in Goshen, IN this year---June 4th. The atmosphere was energized. Seventeen
kids participated to worship and honor the Lord. Worship was led by Davis Snyder. Several kids played instruments. The
main message was preached by five-year old Alec Snyder. A lesson summary and discussion was also led by Davis Snyder.
After service, the children gathered around their Sunday School teacher (Judy Waugh) to pray for her as she was scheduled
for a hip replacement the following day. Judy has a blood disorder which made the surgery a high risk. Her condition had
deteriorated to the point that surgery had become a necessity. We are thankful that she came through the surgery successfully
and without a great deal of suffering. Praise the Lord! We are looking forward to her getting ‘back in the saddle,”, and so are
her Sunday school class students.
Food, fellowship, and kickball followed the worship and classes and was enjoyed by all. A total of 50 were in
attendance. We appreciate all our children’s teachers and directors at Goshen---Judy Waugh, Brenda Hall, Mary Barker, and
Kari Snyder.
Zachary Snyder, Pastor
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Upcoming Events
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Pacific Coast
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