
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Introduction 
As we have already seen, the grace of God includes a “three-fold” expression of his divine love and favor 
regarding humanity (Ec. 4:12).  God’s grace is revealed in the following ways: 1) his disposition toward 
humanity, 2) his provision for humanity, and 3) his impartation of grace to humanity.  This is to say that God’s 
grace is not limited to his disposition only, nor is his grace limited to his provision for us, but God actually 
imparts his grace to our lives.  How is this impartation of grace received by us? 
 
Key Verse 
“For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God” (Ep. 2:8). 
 
Lesson Summary 
In terms of our salvation, what is the relationship of God’s disposition and provision of grace?  Certainly, we are not 
saved by God’s disposition alone.  Some depend solely on God’s merciful attitude toward them for their salvation, 
being presumptuous about the grace of God (Jude 9-10).  Presumptuous grace says, “I do not believe that a good 
God would send me to hell.”  Essentially, this presumption is prideful and depends not on a good God, but rather on 
self-righteousness and good works.  However, God resists such pride and gives grace to the humble (Ja. 4:6).  This 
presumption also denies the fear of the Lord and his justice and judgments: for true salvation is received through 
humbly accepting the provision of God’s grace by faith.  Faith establishes the relationship of God’s disposition and 
his provision of grace.  In other words, we are saved by grace through faith in Jesus Christ (Ep. 2:8).  We have 
access into God’s saving grace by faith in him (Ro. 5:1-2).  Without the acceptance of this provision by faith, God’s 
merciful disposition does not save us.  We do not gain access.  Thus, both God’s disposition and his provision are 
necessary to be saved.  Moreover, when the provision of grace is embraced by faith, grace is no longer only a 
disposition of God toward us, but a divine virtue and power working in and through us by God’s Spirit to keep and 
preserve us unto salvation (Ps. 121:1-8).  The apostle Paul explained this work of grace in his letter to the Galatians.  
The life we live by faith in Christ is the life of the Spirit (Ga. 2:20; 3:2-3, 14; 4:29; 5:5, 16, 18, 25).  Through Christ, 
we receive God’s grace by walking in the Spirit by faith (3:14; 5:24-25).  Clearly, we are saved by God’s 
disposition, provision, and impartation of grace in our lives – all of these working together and none of these 
standing alone.  From this perspective, the same grace that wills our salvation is the same grace that also provides 
our salvation.  The same grace that provides our salvation is the same grace that also works in and through our lives 
to save us and to fulfill God’s will in our lives.  Note the process:  disposition → provision → impartation.  The 
same grace that took away our sin is able to keep us from sinning (Ph. 2:13-15; Jude 20, 24-25). 
 
Scripture Study 
Grace through faith – Ep. 2:8; Ro. 5:1-2 
Kept by grace – Ps. 121:1-8; Ga. 2:20; 3:2-3, 14; 5:24-25; Ph. 2:13-15; Jude 20, 24-25 
 
Conclusion 
God mercifully imparts grace to us as we embrace his provision of grace in Christ by faith.  This work of saving 
grace is accomplished in us by his Spirit.  Paul declared, “If we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit” 
(Ga. 5:25).  If we live in the Spirit of grace, then we must indeed walk in harmony with the Spirit of grace.  As 
we walk in the Word and Spirit by faith, we are being saved by the grace of God. 
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Introduction 
One of the major obstacles in understanding God’s grace is the tendency to confine the work of grace to some specific 
time in human history.  Of course, the revelation of God’s grace in Jesus Christ is at the heart of God’s great mystery.  
Though his ultimate plan of salvation in Christ was revealed little by little throughout history, God never lacked a master 
plan nor was idle in executing it.  In today’s lesson, we will see how the grace of God was revealed and extended in 
history to those who placed their faith in God’s Word and promise. 
 
Key Verse 
“According as he hath chosen us in him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and without 
blame before him in love” (Ep. 1:4). 
 
Lesson Summary 
Some confuse the grace of God by seeing two Gods in the Bible:  a God of judgment under the law (Old Testament), and 
a God of love and mercy under grace (New Testament).  But this is a major distortion of God and his grace in the 
Scriptures.  Grace was not suddenly revealed in human history when Jesus Christ arrived on the scene.  To think the 
ministry of grace was not active until the coming of Christ is a great misconception.  Rather, Christ was the mysterious 
fulfillment of God’s revelation of grace throughout history.  In fact, the apostle Paul placed grace at the beginning of 
creation.  He explained how we were chosen in Christ even before the foundation of the world (Ep. 1:4).  Before God 
created, he predetermined to reveal his grace in those who would place their faith and trust in Jesus Christ, the Word of 
God (vv. 5-7).  For this reason, the apostle John referred to Christ as “the Lamb slain from the foundation of the world” 
(Re. 13:8).  Thus, “Noah found grace in the eyes of the Lord” (Ge. 6:8).  Jesus’ sacrifice was the only one that could 
cleanse from sin (He. 10:4, 11).  Christ was God’s plan of saving grace from the very beginning.  Historically, God 
provided his grace for those who would embrace his Word of promise by faith.  In Hebrews chapter eleven, Paul 
explained “grace through faith” from this historical perspective.  He began with the creation, saying, “through faith we 
understand that the worlds were framed by the word of God” (v. 3).  He then gave the example of Abel who by faith 
“obtained witness that he was righteous” (v. 4).  Moreover, Paul demonstrated grace in Enoch who prophesied against 
wickedness and by faith “was translated that he should not see death” (He. 11:5, Jude 14-15).  We see the grace of God 
working in Abraham’s life after the flood.  By faith, Abraham followed and obeyed the Word of the Lord (He. 11:8-9).  
By faith, he received Christ “in a figure” when he obeyed and offered up Isaac, believing that God would raise him from 
the dead (vv. 17-19).  Finally, Paul demonstrated how the work of God’s grace spanned the period of the law and the 
prophets.  By faith, many Old Testament saints who were under the law were approved of God, enduring hard trials and 
temptations “that they might obtain a better resurrection” (He. 11:32-40).   
 
Scripture Study 
Grace at the foundation – Ep. 1:4-7; Re. 13:8 
Grace before the flood – He. 11:3-7, Jude 14-15 
Grace after the flood – He. 11:8-9, 17-19 
Grace throughout the law and the prophets – He. 11:32-40 
 
Conclusion 
Of course, in all periods of Old Testament history, the “great cloud of witnesses” anticipated the revelation of Jesus Christ 
in the flesh (He. 12:1).  Today, like the saints of old, we are “looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith” (He. 
12:2).  But they did so under types and shadows, and we in the full revelation of Jesus’ personal incarnation. 
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Introduction 
Throughout human history, on what basis did men receive God’s provision of grace?  Contrary to strict 
dispensational thinking, grace has been at work in human history from the beginning.  The gospel of “grace through 
faith” did not commence with the New Covenant, but God’s holy prophets proclaimed this gospel throughout 
history.  The everlasting gospel is the historical message of God’s saving grace through faith in the Word and 
promise of God. 
 
Key Verse 
“And I saw another angel fly in the midst of heaven, having the everlasting gospel to preach unto them that 
dwell on the earth, and to every nation, and kindred, and tongue, and people” (Re. 14:6). 
 
Lesson Summary 
The gospel of our salvation is an everlasting and unchanging gospel.  There are not many paths to God; but the way 
of salvation is one.  There are not multiple gospels, but one gospel in Jesus Christ, the Son of God.  Down through 
the ages, the gospel has been preached to fallen humanity.  On the day of John the Baptist’s circumcision, his father, 
Zacharias, prophesied of God’s plan of salvation spoken “by the mouth of his holy prophets, which have been since 
the world began” (Lu. 1:67-75).  Amazingly, the everlasting gospel was preached by God’s prophets from the very 
beginning (v. 70; Ac. 3:21).  Notice how the Scripture distinctly refers to them as speaking prophets, not writing 
prophets (“by the mouth of his holy prophets”).  In other words, God’s plan of salvation was always at work, and he 
used spokesmen down through the ages to reveal it (Ac. 3:18-21).  Moreover, the gospel of righteousness by faith 
was preached unto Abraham (Ga. 3:6-9).  He was called of God and by faith obeyed the call.  The Lord said to him, 
“Get thee out of thy country . . . and I will make of thee a great nation . . . and in thee shall all families of the earth be 
blessed” (vv. 1-3).  Believing the promise, “Abram departed, as the Lord had spoken unto him” (v. 4).  By his faith 
in the Word of God, Abraham became one of the greatest witnesses of the gospel of Jesus Christ (Ac. 3:25-26).  
What God spoke and promised to Abraham, he fulfilled in Christ.  From the time of Abraham until the coming of 
Christ, God continued to proclaim the gospel through Moses and all of the holy prophets (Ac. 3:22-24).  The 
prophecies and promises concerning the Christ were recorded (written down) by many of these holy men of God.  
For this reason, when Jesus encountered the two men on the road to Emmaus, he was able to reveal himself through 
expounding what Moses and the prophets had written about him (Lu. 24:27).  Likewise, Philip preached Christ to the 
Ethiopian eunuch from the prophecy of Isaiah (Ac. 8:30, 34-35).  Clearly, since the Old Testament Scriptures 
revealed Christ, the “good news” of the kingdom was contained in them. 
 
Scripture Study 
Since the world began – Lu. 1:67-75; Ac. 3:18-21 
The gospel unto Abraham – Ga. 3:6-9; Ge. 12:1-4; Ge. 18:17-19; Ac. 3:25-26 
Moses and all of the prophets – Lu. 24:27; Ac. 3:22-24; Ac. 8:30, 34-35; He. 4:1-2 
 
Conclusion 
Unlike their father Abraham, most of the children of Israel failed to embrace the Word of God by faith.  They 
heard the gospel, but they did not believe the Word (He. 4:1-2).  Still today, embracing the gospel by faith is the 
only way to receive salvation by God’s grace. 
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Introduction 
The everlasting gospel is the message of God’s saving grace through faith in the Promise of God.  God’s plan of 
grace was promised from the very beginning, was proclaimed through the ages, and was fully revealed in the 
person and work of Jesus Christ.  Today as saints in the 21st century, we look back on the fulfilled promise of 
God in Christ and believe in this historic revelation. 
 
Key Verse 
“But when the fulness of the time was come, God sent forth his Son, made of a woman, made under the law” 
(Ga. 4:4). 
 
Lesson Summary 
How were the Old Testament saints justified and accepted by God?  Anyone who has ever been saved has been 
saved by grace through faith in the Promise of God.  “The just shall live by faith” (Hab. 2:4; Ro. 1:17; Ga. 3:11; 
He. 10:38).  Faith gains access into God’s grace (Ro. 5:2; Ge. 15:6; Ga. 3:6).  Moreover, faith in the promise of 
God did not commence with the coming of Christ.  But God’s promise of salvation can be traced back through 
time to the fall of man in the Garden of Eden (Ge. 3:15).  According to the promise, the seed of the woman 
would one day crush the head of Satan.  The revelation of God’s grace through Jesus Christ is the unfolding of 
that promise.  This understanding of grace explains the Old Testament roll call of the faithful in Hebrews 
chapter eleven.  Those who were approved of God placed their faith and trust in the Word and promise of God 
(He. 4:2; 11:2, 13, 39).  Today, our faith in Christ is a continuation of this great tradition of faith in the promise 
of God.  Just as we look back to the cross of Christ, they looked forward to the promise of God in Christ.  At 
God’s appointed time, the fulfillment of his promise of salvation appeared in human history (Mt. 1:21; Ga. 4:4; 
Lk. 1:35).  The promise of God from the beginning was fully revealed in Jesus Christ (Ge. 3:15; 22:18; 49:10; 
De. 18:15).  There is no other revelation of grace than Jesus Christ, the Son of God (He. 1:1-3; Mk. 12:1-11).  
He is God’s Word and Promise.  He is the fulfillment of the promise of God to his people.  From the beginning, 
God promised salvation, and this promise was renewed over and over in history.  Jesus is the promised seed in 
the Garden of Eden (Ge. 3:15).  He is the promised seed of Abraham (Ge. 22:18).  He is the promised seed of 
Judah (Ge. 49:10).  In other words, Jesus Christ is the grace of God fully revealed and the fulfillment of his 
redemptive promise down through the ages.   
 
Scripture Study 
Faithfully awaiting the promise – Hab. 2:4; Ro. 1:17; Ga. 3:11; He. 4:2; 10:38; 11:2, 13, 39 
Grace fully revealed in Christ – Ge. 3:15; 22:18; 49:10; De. 18:15; He. 1:1-3; Mk. 12:1-11; Ga. 4:4; Ep. 2:1-8 
 
Conclusion 
God’s plan from the very beginning was to reveal his Son in the flesh in human history (Tit. 2:11).  The grace of 
God was fully revealed in the man Jesus in order to bring us to faith and save us from our sins.  Through this 
masterful plan, all people of all nations have access to salvation through him.  God is revealing and will 
continue to reveal the riches of his grace in those who are saved through faith in his Son (Ep. 2:1-8).   
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Introduction 
This lesson aims to reconcile the imagined discrepancy between law and grace.  Some refer to law and grace as 
mutually exclusive.  In other words, if you have one, you cannot have the other.  But this thinking is 
inconsistent with Scripture.  Law is not without grace; grace is not without law.  The confusion exists in a 
misunderstanding of what the apostle Paul means by being “under the law” as opposed to being “under grace.”  
If we confuse what Paul is saying, then we will confuse the grace of God.  In this lesson, we will see how God’s 
moral law and grace come together through faith in the Word and promise of God. 
 
Key Verse 
“For Christ is the end of the law for righteousness to every one that believeth” (Ro. 10:4). 
 
Lesson Summary 
The Scriptures plainly teach that none are justified by the works of the law (Ro. 3:19-20; Ga. 2:16; 3:10-11, 21-22).  
Moreover, the animal sacrifices which were offered under the law could not take away sins (He. 10:1-4, 11).  If the 
law could never save anyone, what then was the purpose of the law?  In our last study, we learned that salvation has 
always been “by grace through faith.”  In the same way that we, being under grace, are not without moral law, the 
saints who were under the Mosaic law were not without saving grace.  The psalmist David exclaimed the grace and 
mercy of God’s forgiveness, yet being under the law (Ps. 103:8-13).  Likewise the apostle Paul reminded the saints 
how being under grace never gives anyone an excuse to sin (Ro. 6:15).  Why?  Grace does not do away with moral 
law.  Right is right; wrong is wrong.  In fact, our relationship of grace in Christ makes us more aware of our moral 
obligations (Mt. 5:17-20).  Hence, law and grace are like two sides of one coin.  The transition from being under the 
law to being under grace is like flipping over the coin.  So, what is the difference between being under the law and 
being under grace?  Jesus Christ!  Essentially, the Old Testament saints, those under the Mosaic law, could only see 
one side of the coin, because the fulfillment of God’s promise in Jesus Christ was yet to come.  The apostle Paul 
likened the law to a schoolmaster (Ga. 3:24-25).  The purpose of the law was and is to point sinners to the promise of 
God in Christ Jesus.  The law serves as a constant reminder of sinful humanity’s guilt (Ro. 7:7, 13).  It brings a 
sinner to his/her need for the Savior (Ga. 3:22-26).  Now that Christ has come, we are able to see the whole coin – 
we are able to see the whole plan and will of God in Jesus Christ (He. 10:7).  Thus, the Mosaic law served its 
temporary purpose.  Christ came as the fulfillment or end of the law to all who believe (Mt. 5:17; Ro. 10:4).  It has 
run its course.  There is no longer a purpose in the sacrifices, rituals, feasts, and ceremonial ordinances of the law.  
All of these are concluded in Christ.  Today, all people are called to repentance and to place their faith in Jesus as 
Lord and Savior (Ga. 3:26).  Through him, the grace of God is fully revealed in all who believe and walk in the 
Spirit and obey God’s moral laws (Ro. 7:6; 8:1-4). 
 
Scripture Study 
The purpose of the law – Ro. 3:19-20; Ga. 2:16; 3:10-11, 21; He. 10:1-4, 11; Ro. 7:7, 13; Ga. 3:22-26 
The end of the law – He. 10:7; Mt. 5:17; Ro. 10:4; Ga. 3:26; Ro. 7:6; 8:1-4 
 
Conclusion 
Hence, Jesus Christ is the end or completion of the Mosaic law.  We are no longer under that law but under 
grace, and are saved through faith in Jesus Christ, the promise of God.  Nevertheless, being under grace, we are 
not without moral law.  As followers of Christ, we walk in the Spirit doing those things that please God. 
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