
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Introduction 
In Zion Assembly Church of God, we have a vision for the unity of all believers.  Also, we have a mission of reaching the 
world with the full gospel of Christ.  Bringing these two goals together, Zion Assembly serves to fulfill the Biblical call 
for Christian unity through proclaiming the full gospel among the nations.  We therefore have a missionary vision and a 
visionary mission. 
 
Key Verse 
“And the gospel must first be published among all nations” (Mk. 13:10). 
 
Lesson Summary 
Zion Assembly has a missionary vision.  Christ has called and commissioned the church to be his witness “unto the 
uttermost part of the earth” (Ac. 1:8).  Certainly, this includes proclaiming the person and work of Jesus Christ as Lord 
and Savior; but we must also teach the “all things whatsoever I have commanded you” message (Mt. 28:20).  In Zion 
Assembly, we are obeying this call and are declaring the full gospel throughout the world (Mk. 16:15).  In fact, Jesus 
stated that the proclamation of the full gospel to the whole world would be precursory to his coming (Mk. 13:10; Mt. 
24:14).  This goal of fulfilling our global mission propels the church forward.  We are ever advancing toward the end and 
fulfillment of our missionary purpose.  The gospel of the kingdom will be published by the church to the ends of the earth, 
but not without adversity.  The church is proclaiming the good news of Christ in a time of great deception (Mk. 13:5-6), in 
a context of world conflict (vv. 7-8), in the face of persecution (vv. 9, 11), and in the midst of hatred and opposition (vv. 
12-13).  For these reasons, keeping our vision and focus on God’s purpose in and through the church is necessary in order 
to stay on task in our mission.  Zion Assembly has a visionary mission.  We are publishing the gospel of Christ with an 
ultimate purpose in mind – the unity of God’s people.  We are preaching and teaching the truth “till we all come in the 
unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God” (Ep. 4:13).  The unity of the faith of which the apostle Paul 
writes is clearly futuristic: “till we all come.”  Such unity is reserved for the church in her future perfect and glorious state 
(Ep. 4:13-15; 5:26-27).  In other words, the goal of unity and perfection (full maturity) go hand-in-hand.  In Ephesians 
5:21-25, Paul lifts up the principle of submission in the church.  The church is being perfected through attaining the unity 
of the faith as her members submit first to Christ and then to one another.  Thus, through fulfilling her mission and uniting 
believers in the faith, the church will reach full maturity and perfection in Christ.  Isaiah 60:1-5 captures the spirit and 
vision of the church, and her fulfilled mission among all nations.  In the height of her glory, the church will reach the 
nations and unite the children of God in one in Christ Jesus (Jn. 17:20-23).  Historically, this vision and prophecy is yet to 
be completed and fulfilled through the church.  Therefore, the church must continue to publish the full gospel until we 
reach our goal in Christ.  We must keep proclaiming the truth until we reach the world with the message of Christ and the 
church, and unite all believers in the faith.   
 
Scripture Study 
Our Missionary Vision – Ac. 1:8; Mt. 28:20; Mk. 13:5-13; Mt. 24:14 
Our Visionary Mission – Ep. 4:13; Ep. 5:21-25; Is. 60:1-5; Jn. 17:20-23 
 
Conclusion 
Zion Assembly Church of God serves to unite all believers in one body through proclaiming the full gospel in the power 
of the Spirit to all nations and peoples.  Indeed, the Holy Ghost is the empowerment of the church to accomplish this 
prophetic and visionary mission (Ac. 1:8).  As we obey Christ’s commission, preaching and teaching the truth in the 
power of the Spirit, we are working toward “the unity of the faith” (Ep. 4:13). 
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Introduction 
Perhaps, more than any other issue in recent years, theologians have pondered questions of ecclesiology.  What constitutes 
the church, and who is or is not the church?  Many Christians over-spiritualize the church and depict it as a mystical 
fellowship of sorts.  They understand the church to consist of all true believers, yet they cannot be certain who are and 
who are not the true believers, for only God really knows them.  But this perspective causes the church to lose its sense of 
definite identity and peculiar purpose.  This mystical church view confuses the church with the kingdom of God.  In 
today’s lesson, we will focus on the distinct and visible characteristics of God’s church, the body of Christ. 
 
Key Verse 
“For we are members of his body, of his flesh, and of his bones” (Ep. 5:30). 
 
Lesson Summary 
Did Jesus have a real, visible body?  Did he have flesh and bones?  Of course he did (Jn. 20:24-29).  Jesus was not a 
spirit walking around merely in the guise of flesh and blood.  He was actually the Word of God incarnate – God 
embodied in human flesh.  Thus, he was fully divine and fully human.  Being the Christ, his humanity was just as 
essential as his divinity.  His disciples saw him, heard him, and touched him (1 Jn. 1:1).  They were able to affirm his 
divinity through observing his humanity.  They were able to testify of the Christ, the Son of God, because they 
witnessed the life of Jesus, the man from Nazareth.  The apostles “were eyewitnesses of his majesty” (2 Pe. 1:16).  
Although his divinity was illuminated by the Spirit and not by flesh and blood, his flesh and blood humanity was the 
instrument of this divine revelation.  The apostles were able to see and observe Jesus visibly, and by the Spirit 
determine his divinity – that he was indeed the Christ (Mt. 16:13-17).  Because they saw him, they believed in him 
(Jn. 20:29).  Today, the world visibly observes Christ through seeing and hearing the church, the body of Christ.  
Christ being ascended back to the Father, the world believes on Jesus Christ through our word, through the message 
of the church (Jn. 17:20).  The apostle Paul declared, “For we are members of his body, of his flesh, and of his 
bones” (Ep. 5:30).  In what way is this true?  We are members of Christ’s body in the same way that a husband and 
wife are one flesh (Ep. 5:31-32).  Adam exclaimed, “This is now bone of my bones, and flesh of my flesh” (Ge. 
2:23).  In the likeness of Eve who was taken out of Adam, the church proceeds from Christ, being bone of his bones 
and flesh of his flesh, being “created in Christ Jesus” (Ep. 2:10).  Like Jesus, the church is not merely a spiritual, 
mystical entity.  But the church is made up of flesh and blood members.  Figuratively, Paul even likens the members 
of the church to being Christ’s hands, feet, ears, eyes, and nose (1 Co. 12:15-18).  The implication is clear.  Christ 
has ascended to the right hand of the Father.  Physically, he is no longer with the church.  But Christ abides in the 
church through the indwelling Holy Ghost.  Being his body, bone of his bone and flesh of his flesh, the church 
carries out the works of Christ in the world today. 
 
Scripture Study 
The literal body of Christ – Jn. 20:24-29; 1 Jn. 1:1; 2 Pe. 1:16; Mt. 16:13-17 
Members of a visible body – Jn. 17:20; Ep. 5:30-32; Ge. 2:23; 1 Co. 12:12-18 
 
Conclusion 
Zion Assembly Church of God is a visible, tangible body of believers, incorporated together in one faith and government.  
When looking at the church, the world will see Christ only as his members embody his Word and Spirit, and do his will.  
We are his hands and feet to the world.  When the world looks at Zion Assembly, they should see the Word and Spirit of 
God indwelling a flesh and blood, visible body of Christ. 

“A Visible Body of Believers” 
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Introduction 
In Zion Assembly Church of God, believers become members of the church by taking a church covenant.  Members 
“agree to walk together as one body in the light of the gospel.”  In today’s lesson, we will see that being incorporated by 
covenant is the practical basis and expression of being one body in Christ. 
 
Key Verse 
“They shall ask the way to Zion with their faces thitherward, saying, Come, and let us join ourselves to the Lord in a 
perpetual covenant that shall not be forgotten” (Je. 50:5). 
 
Lesson Summary 
The church is corporate in nature and function (1 Co. 12:12, 19-27; Ro. 12:4-5).  God’s people are never called to be 
independent in the faith, but to be members one of another (Ro. 12:5).  The apostle Paul illustrated this when he said, 
“And the eye cannot say unto the hand, I have no need of thee: nor again the head to the feet, I have no need of you” (1 
Co. 12:21).  A body without eyes is blind; and a body without hands is impaired.  Moreover, a body is more than only 
one, individual member (v. 17).  All of the members are essential to the whole, functioning body.  Thus, the church is not 
merely comprised of individual members, but is one body of Christ (vv 12, 20, 27).  This explains the corporate nature of 
the church.  Since the nature of the church is corporate, the church should seek to establish and fulfill its corporate nature 
and purpose.  This explains why believers take a covenant to become members of Zion Assembly.  The function of the 
covenant unites two or more people in a common purpose and goal.  Covenanting together as one body establishes and 
expresses the unified spirit of the church – “Come, and let us join ourselves to the Lord in a perpetual covenant that shall 
not be forgotten” (Je. 50:5).  Historically, God used covenants to establish his will and purpose for his people.  The New 
Covenant or New Testament gives the terms of our relationship with God and one another.  The church covenant, which 
we take to become members of the church, is a corporate commitment to walk together as one body according to the 
terms of the New Covenant.  In fact, the church covenant serves as a verbal and corporate expression of the New 
Covenant written on the heart of each member (Je. 31:33; He. 8:10; 10:16).  We see the pattern of covenanting at Mt. 
Sinai, when God gave his law to his people, and they responded, “All the words which the Lord hath said will we do” (Ex. 
24:3-8).  The words of the Old Covenant were binding, being established in blood (v. 8; He. 9:18-20).  Also, we see the 
principle of covenant in the high-priestly prayer of Christ when he said, “I have manifested thy name unto the men which 
thou gavest me out of the world . . . and they have kept thy word.  Now they have known that all things whatsoever thou 
hast given me are of thee.  For I have given unto them the words which thou gavest me; and they have received them . . . 
and they have believed” (Jn. 17:6-8).  Christ established the words of the New Covenant in his own precious blood (Lu. 
22:20).  He committed the words of God to the apostles.  They believed in Christ, received his words as the Word of God, 
and kept the Word.  Moreover, the New Covenant/Testament saints “continued stedfastly in the apostles’ doctrine and 
fellowship;” and thus they continued in the covenant and teachings of Christ (Ac. 2:40-42). 
 
Scripture Study  
The corporate nature of the church – 1 Co. 12:12, 19-27; Ro. 12:4-5 
The corporate function of the church covenant – Je. 50:5; Ex. 24:3-8; Jn. 17:6-8 
 
Conclusion 
The members of Zion Assembly consist of believers who have obligated themselves by covenant to walk together as one 
corporate body in the light of the gospel.  The church covenant is the practical basis and expression of our unity in Christ.  The 
local congregations of Zion Assembly are not independent fellowships, and the members of the church are not independent 
believers, for we take a verbal covenant to be one corporate body of Christ.  We are many members, yet only one body – the 
church of God (1 Co. 12:20). 

“Incorporated by Covenant” 
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Introduction 
All nations require an orderly system of government in order to function.  Various forms of government exist in the 
world today, for example: republican, democratic, monarchial, dictatorial, socialistic, and communistic.  In contrast 
to these, as God’s nation, the church has a special type of government – a theocratic form.  Functioning as a 
theocracy, the church of God is God’s government on earth. 
 
Key Verse 
“And I will walk among you, and will be your God, and ye shall be my people” (Le. 26:12). 
 
Lesson Summary 
On what basis can we declare that Zion Assembly Church of God is God’s government on earth?  While there are 
many earthly powers and authorities that God raises up and tears down, the church is God’s nation under Christ’s 
rule (Ro. 13:1; 1 Pe. 2:7-14).  Though the members of the church submit to earthly powers “for the Lord’s sake,” 
they ultimately live under a completely different kind of authority – under God’s governance and rule (v. 13; Tit. 
3:1).  Christ is the head and authority of his church.  The church, being God’s nation under Christ’s rule, is subject to 
him in all things (Ep. 5:24; 1 Pe. 3:22).  In Exodus 19:5-6, the Lord established the principle by which his church 
would be a nation under his rule – “If ye will obey my voice indeed, and keep my covenant, then ye shall be a 
peculiar treasure unto me above all people: for all the earth is mine: And ye shall be unto me a kingdom of priests, 
and an holy nation.”  Quoting these words of God which were given at Mt. Sinai, the apostle Peter lifted up these 
same principles of holiness and obedience for the church today (1 Pe. 2:9).  Since the church of God is God’s holy 
nation on earth, and since his nation is founded on Christ’s government, Zion Assembly must walk by Christ’s rule 
in accordance with his marvelous light in order to be his government on earth (Is. 9:6-7).  Functioning as a 
theocracy, our obedience to the voice and words of God establishes the church as God’s government (Le. 26:3, 12).  
As we walk in the ways of the Lord as his people, he walks among us as our God.  Thus, theocracy (the rule of God) 
is all about hearing and obeying the voice of God (Mt. 17:1-8).  In the Mount of Transfiguration, Peter needed to 
grasp that God’s will for his church was hearing and following the voice of Christ, not the voice of man.  When 
Israel desired a king to rule over them, the Lord told Samuel, “for they have not rejected thee, but they have rejected 
me, that I should not reign over them” (1 Sa. 8:7).  Their reason for asking for a king to rule over them (monarchy) 
was to be “like all the nations” (vv. 5, 20).  However, God’s church is not like the other nations of the world; his 
church hears and obeys his voice.  As God’s nation, as his peculiar people, the church of God functions as a 
theocracy.  It is his unique government in the earth.  What makes the church unique to all other nations is the fact 
that Christ rules in and through the church by his Holy Spirit and the Holy Scriptures.  Thus, theocracy is God’s rule 
among his people as opposed to any system and operation of humanly-devised government. 
 
Scripture Study 
God’s nation under Christ’s rule – Ro. 13:1; 1 Pe. 2:7-14; Ex. 19:5-6; 1 Pe. 3:22 
Functioning as a theocracy – Le. 26:3, 12; Mt. 17:1-8; 1 Sa. 8:4-7, 20 
 
Conclusion 
As a theocracy, Zion Assembly Church of God functions as God’s visible government on earth – a holy nation under 
the rule of Christ.  Christ governs in and through the affairs of his church by the Spirit and the Scriptures.  By his 
Word and Spirit, Christ reveals the will of God to the world through the church. 

“A Theocracy – Part One” 
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