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Editorials . . .
Mission Drive Smashing Success

The March Mission Drive was again this year a success, substantially topping last year’s drive by over $8000. 
Recognition of the churches participating in the drive and the totals are listed on page 14. We appreciate the pastors, mission 
directors and churches that labored and gave so generously toward this good work.

School of Ministry Institute (SMI)
	 This	 year’s	 session	 of	 the	 School	 of	 Ministry	 Institute	 in	 California	 [April	 7-12]	 was,	 as	 always,	 filled	 with	
enthusiastic	and	joy-filled	students.	Daysi	Abrego	and	her	staff	did	an	outstanding	job	assimilating	materials	and	organizing	
the	activities.	There	were	fifty	full-time	students	and	about	twenty	part-time	students:	and	a	few	more	who	audited	classes.	
Eight students were honored during the graduation service on Friday evening. See pp. 8-9 for a full report and pictorial 
highlights. The up-coming term of SMI in Cleveland is scheduled for May 5-17 at the International Ministries Center. 
Anticipation is running high for this term of SMI. 
 The Historical Church Tour is again planned for Tuesday, May 14th. Everyone is invited. The tour again includes 
an elaborate country meal in the rustic cottage of Ed and Mary Etta Hawk located at the mouth of Barney Creek. The meal 
for SMI students is included in the tuition. The cost for everyone else is $10. The tour will commence at the International 
Ministries	Center	at	8:45	a.m.	following	the	morning	“Disciplined	Worship”	service	in	the	sanctuary.						

New Appointees 
	 Two	new	appointees	have	been	added	to	the	International	Staff	in	lieu	of	the	former	director’s	defection	in	January.	
The	 defection	 created	 vacancies	 in	 two	 significant	 support	 ministry	 positions.	 Mandy	 Thompson	 has	 been	 appointed	
as	Sunday	School	 director	 and	Kim	Erwin	 as	Ladies	Retreat	 director.	The	 appointments	were	 effective	April	 20th.	We	
appreciate the overseers, pastors and churches cheerfully cooperating with these outstanding women leaders as they direct 
these important ministries.    

IPBF Offering!
We want to encourage our pastors and local churches to comply with the Assembly ruling unanimously agreed upon 

in	the	last	General	Assembly,	namely,	to	receive	an	offering	once	a	month	for	the	International	Properties	Building	Fund	
(IPBF).	The	International	Executive	Council	[composed	of	several	pastors]	proposed	that	the	second	Sunday	night	of	each	
month	might	be	the	best	overall	time	to	receive	this	offering.	(Note: if the second Sunday night is not the most convenient 
time	for	some	churches,	the	pastor	should	make	sure	the	IPBF	offering	is	received	in	another	service	during	the	month).	
	 The	IPBF	offering	is	to	be	sent	in	with	the	local	treasurer’s	regular	monthly	report	to	the	General	Treasurer.	(Note: 
the	treasurer	may	cross	out	the	designated	Tabernacle	and	College	Fund	offerings	on	the	report	form	and	write	in	IPBF).	
 We appreciate the fact that most of our churches since the Assembly have promptly complied with this Assembly 
ruling.	Pastors	check	with	your	treasurers	and	make	sure	this	offering	is	being	sent	in	on	a	regular	basis.	The	offering	is	
going	toward	the	continuing	development	of	the	International	Ministries	Complex,	which	at	the	present	time	is	focused	on	
the	two-story	10,000	sq.	ft.	expansion	of	the	International	Offices	and	the	facilities	for	our	envisioned	Bible	college.									

General Assembly Dates and Venue
Enquiries have been coming in for the dates and venue of the forthcoming 16th Annual General Assembly. The 

dates are September 3-8, 2019 [Tuesday evening--Sunday morning]. Arrangements have been made again to meet for this 
“great	feast”	at	 the	United	Christian	Church	located	at	2200	Peerless	Road	in	Cleveland.	The	Committees	will	meet	on	
Monday	evening.	The	Ministers’	Conference	is	on	Tuesday	Morning	at	9:00	am	at	the	International	Ministries	Complex.	
The Ministers’ and Companions’ Luncheon will take place at the King’s Table, a new restaurant located where we used to 
meet	at	the	Mountain	View	Inn	on	the	hill	at	Exit	25	off	I-75.					
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PRESSING FORWARD WITH A 
BIBLICAL REVELATION

Note, this message was delivered by Bishop Sullivan during the 15th Annual 
General Assembly on September 6, 2018

“Now when they had passed through Amphipolis and Apollonia, they came to Thessalonica, where 
was a synagogue of the Jews: And Paul, as his manner was, went in unto them, and three sabbath days 
reasoned with them out of the scriptures, Opening and alleging, that Christ must needs have suff ered, 
and risen again from the dead; and that this Jesus, whom I preach unto you, is Christ.  And the brethren 
immediately sent away Paul and Silas by night unto Berea: who coming thither went into the synagogue 
of the Jews. These were more noble than those in Thessalonica, in that they received the word with all 
readiness of mind, and searched the scriptures daily, whether those things were so” (Acts 17.1-3, 10-11).

“Search the scriptures; for in them ye think ye have eternal life: 
and they are they which testify of me” (Jn. 5.39). 

	 I	want	 to	 talk	 to	you	 tonight	about	“Pressing	
Forward	with	a	Biblical	Revelation.”		This	is	the	School	
of Ministry program and the School of Ministry is 
about	teaching	the	Bible:	for	the	Bible	
is central to the church. Every believer 
joins the church by covenanting 
“to	 take	 [the]	 Bible	 as	 the	Word	 of	
God”;	 but	 the	 pledge	 [covenant]	 is	
qualifi	ed	 by	 the	 following	words:	 “.	
. . the New Testament as your rule 
of faith, practice, government, and 
discipline.”	Notice,	we	take	the	Bible	
as the Word of God. This means 
we believe and teach the Bible is 
no	 ordinary	 book.	 It	 was	 “given by 
inspiration of God”	 (2	 Tim.	 3.16)	
and “holy men of God spake as they 
were moved by the Holy Ghost” (2 
Pet.	1.21).	It	is	therefore	the	inspired,	
infallible Word of God.  Its pages 
contain	the	revelation	of	Jesus	Christ	
who was the physical revelation 
of	 the	 invisible	 God	 (Col.	 1.15).	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Jesus	 challenged	 the	 religious	 leaders	 of	His	
day saying, “Search the scriptures; for in them ye 
think ye have eternal life: and they are they which 
testify of me” (Jn.	5.39).	 In	Heb.	10.7	He	 is	quoted	
as saying, “Lo, I come (in the volume of the book it 
is written of me), to do thy will, O God.” The Bible 

is thus the revelation of God’s eternal plan for man 
and the revelation of His divine will.  We believe and 
teach therefore that the Bible has the power to make 

one	wise	(See	Ps.	19.7;	Eph.	5.17).		
1	 Pet.	 2.2	 says	 the	 child	 of	 God	
should crave to know its contents 
and as newborn babes to crave the 
milk	 of	 the	 Word.	 The	 Psalmist	
wrote that its contents are “more 
to be desired . . . than gold, yea, 
than much fi ne gold” (Ps.	19.10).
          The Bible is the revelation 
of truth. It is the child of God’s 
standard of truth by which we 
measure the truthfulness of all 
other statements. I may discuss 
truth from the Bible, but I will 
not discuss the truthfulness of 
the Bible. The truthfulness of the 
Bible must be forever settled in the 
heart and mind of the believer. The 
Bible is the truth! C.S. Lewis once 
wrote,	 “The	 Bible	 is	 either	 totally	

reliable	or	it	 is	totally	unreliable.”	In	other	words,	if	
there is any part of the Bible which isn’t true, how do 
we know which parts of the Bible are true and which 
are not?  Therefore, you either believe it is ALL the 
truth or it becomes unreliable as a source of truth. 
As	our	fellow	pastor,	Anton	Burnette,	stresses,	“The	
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Bible	is	right	and	everyone	else	is	wrong.”
           Because the Bible is what it is, and we are who 
we	are	 in	Zion	Assembly	(“the pillar and ground of 
the truth”),	we	must	constantly	search	the	scriptures	
to know the truth. We are to be people of conviction. 
“Convictions”	 are	 beliefs	 which	 are	 steadfast	 and	
unmovable.  They are the beliefs by which we 
govern our lives and for which you are willing to 
die. However, the child of 
God must not simply 
have convictions derived 
from their imaginations or 
feelings. Instead, we are to 
have biblical convictions, 
meaning our convictions 
must be based on the 
teachings of Scripture. We 
are therefore to stand on 
those convictions no matter 
what other people say and 
do;	and	we	must	stand	in	the	face	of	all	threats.		
          When Martin Luther wrote about justification he 
was called before the authorities and threatened with 
prison and/or death if he didn’t renounce his teachings.  
He is reported to have responded to the court thusly, 

“Unless	 I	 am	 convicted	 by Scripture and 
plain reason---I do not accept the authority of 
popes and councils for they have contradicted 
each other---my conscience is captive to the 
Word of God. I cannot and I will not recant 
anything, for to go against conscience is 
neither right nor safe. Here I stand, I cannot 
do otherwise, God help me. Amen."

With this mindset, Luther was following in the footsteps 
of the Apostles who, when threatened, said, “We ought 
to obey God and not men” (Acts	 5.29)	 and	 again, 
“Whether it be right in the sight of God to hearken 
unto you more than unto God, judge ye.”	 (4.19).		
 I have certain doctrinal convictions which I 
believe are based on the Bible. The only way I will 
change these beliefs is if you can show I am wrong 
FROM	the	Bible.	Your	feelings	or	opinions	don’t	move	
me. Societies’ morals don’t change me. The laws of 
my	country	don’t	affect	my	convictions:	for	they	are	
Bible-based.  Many are like the man that comedian 
Groucho	 Marx	 reported	 as	 saying,	 “These are my 
convictions. If you don’t like them, I have others.” He 
was subtly mocking how easily people change their so-

called convictions in the face of opposing viewpoints.  
Such people are described in Scripture as, “children, 
tossed to and fro and carried about by every wind of 
doctrine”	 (Eph.	 4.14).	 Paul	 called	 for	 them	 and	 all	
other	children	of	God	to	“grow	up.”	You	grow	up	by	
craving the Word of God, learning the Word of God, 
and standing steadfast and unmovable on what the 
Word of God says.   

         The church’s 
doctrine	 is	 “Bible	
based.”	 We	 are	 built	
upon the foundation 
of Scripture as laid 
down by the apostles 
and prophets (See 
Eph.	 2.20;	 Jude	 3).	
The church was never 
given authority to 
prescribe laws but only 
to interpret and declare 

the laws God has revealed in His Word. Therefore, 
the church’s doctrine must always be open to the 
scrutiny of the Word of God.  
        We must never enslave ourselves to our own, 
or	 any	man’s,	 extra-biblical	 traditions.	 	 I	 believe	 in	
BIBLICAL	traditions,	and	therefore	I’m	afraid	of	“non-
biblical”	 traditions.	 What	 grandpa,	 grandma,	 mom,	
dad,	sister	“Sue,”	and	all	other	people	have	said	must	
always be subject to the Word of God. We must never 
allow ourselves to be enslaved to statements which 
don’t have a basis in the Bible, no matter how much 
we may respect those who made those statements. For 
example,	people	say,	“A.J.	Tomlinson	said”	or	“Martin	
Luther	said.”		These	are	great	men,	but	we	must	search	
the Scriptures to see if what they said is what the Bible 
says.  I respect the memory of men who championed 
certain doctrines, but I don’t stand on those men but on 
the	biblical	doctrines	they	championed.	For	example,	
I	believe	 in	 justification	by	faith.	 	This	doctrine	was	
championed by Martin Luther in the 1500’s. I am 
thankful he championed that doctrine. However, my 
belief	in	justification	is	not	based	on	Martin	Luther’s	
teachings but on the teachings of the Bible. I searched 
the	Scriptures	to	see	if	“justification	by	faith”	is	true.	I	
believe it because the Bible says, “The just shall live 
by faith” (Gal.	3.11)	and	“Being justified by faith we 
have peace with God”	(Rom.	5.1).	
 Therefore, just because I believe a doctrine that 
was	first	championed	by	Martin	Luther	doesn’t	make	
me a follower of Martin Luther. In fact, there are many 

“The church’s doctrine is ‘Bible based.’ We are 
built upon the foundation of Scripture as laid 
down by the apostles and prophets (See Eph. 2.20; 
Jude 3). The church was never given authority to 
prescribe laws but only to interpret and declare 
the laws God has revealed in His Word. Therefore, 
the church’s doctrine must always be open to the 
scrutiny of the Word of God.”
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facts which have been brought to light about Luther’s 
theology and behavior with which I don’t agree. 
However, misstatements and misconduct by Martin 
Luther don’t change my beliefs in Justification by 
Faith because my belief is not based on Martin Luther 
but on the Word of God. I believe in holiness and 
sanctification.	This	doesn’t	make	me	a	Wesley	follower.	
I found these doctrines in the Bible. Wesley’s writings 
challenged me, 
but I searched 
the Scriptures. 
I believe in the 
Baptism with 
the Holy Spirit 
evidenced by 
speaking in 
tongues. A few 
years back, a 
man wrote a 
book on various 
early twentieth-
c e n t u r y 
P e n t e c o s t a l	
leaders	 exposing	
many of their 
character	 flaws.	
However, their 
m i s c o n d u c t 
doesn’t	affect	my	
beliefs. I don’t 
believe in the 
Baptism with 
the Holy Ghost 
because of the 
declarations of some man but because it is declared in 
the Bible. Likewise, I believe in a visible and corporate 
church.	R.G.	Spurling	and	A.J.	Tomlinson	are	credited	
with championing this doctrine over a hundred years 
ago.	 	However,	I	know	they	had	character	flaws	and	
even	 some	 flaws	 in	 their	 theological	 beliefs.	 But	
their	 flaws	 and	 misstatements	 don’t	 affect	 me.	 	 I	
don’t believe in the church because of them. While I 
am thankful these men brought to light many truths 
about the nature of the church, I believe in the church 
ultimately because I have a biblical revelation of it.  
									The	world	promotes	“Christian	unity”	based	on	
overlooking	each	other’s	doctrinal	differences,	but	the	
church in the New Testament didn’t overlook doctrinal 
differences.	 In	 fact,	 the	 leaders	 held	 members	 and	
ministers accountable to the doctrine of the church (1 

Cor.	 5;	Rom.	 16.7).	Christ	 established	ONE	church,	
gave	 it	 ONE	 Gospel	 and	 ONE	 doctrine.	 We	 are	
instructed to see eye to eye, to have the same mind 
and same judgment, and to speak the same thing (1 
Cor.	1.10;	Phil	3.16).	I	am	working	toward	a	visible,	
physical	unity	of	believers	because	 Jesus	prayed	 for	
us	to	be	ONE	(Jn.	17.21)	and	because	division	among	
God’s	children	is	 the	result	of	carnality	(1	Cor.	3.3).	

You	 can	 believe	
this confusing 
r e l i g i o u s 
mess among 
Christians today 
if	 youwant	 to;	
but I believe 
God’s church 
is designed by 
Christ to be a 
united, visible 
body which 
teaches the 
truth and holds 
its members 
a c c o u n t a b l e 
to that truth. I 
understand why 
Jesus	established	
the church as a 
“holy nation.” 
He wanted it to 
be a conspicuous 
“city set upon 
a hill” with a 
clear and concise 

message.	Others	try	to	shame	me	for	believing	in	ONE	
church,	 ONE	 Gospel,	 ONE	 doctrine,	 and	 biblical	
accountability. I believe such people should be 
embarrassed for teaching an invisible church consisting 
of	 numerous	 denominations,	 teaching	 conflicting	
doctrines,	 and	 even	 preaching	 conflicting	 “Gospels”	
and with no desire or discipline for accountability.  
										Many	people	today	believe	the	members	of	Zion	
Assembly are simply traditionalists. They believe 
our	 organization	 exists	 because	we	 are	 nostalgic	 for	
a past which is now gone. However, our beliefs have 
nothing to do with nostalgia.  We have a biblical 
revelation.	Some	people	insultingly	say,	“You’re	with	
that	 Phillips’	 group.”	 	 They	 imply	 we	 are	 mindless	
robots who follow a man.  The opposite is the truth. 
I	joined	Zion,	not	because	I	was	following	a	man,	but	

“The world promotes ‘Christian unity’ based on overlooking 
each other’s doctrinal differences, but the church in the 
New Testament didn’t overlook doctrinal differences. In 
fact, the leaders held members and ministers accountable 
to the doctrine of the church (1 Cor. 5; Rom. 16.7). Christ 
established ONE church, gave it ONE Gospel and ONE 
doctrine. We are instructed to see eye to eye, to have the 
same mind and same judgment, and to speak the same thing 
(1 Cor. 1.10; Phil 3.16). I am working toward a visible, 
physical unity of believers because Jesus prayed for us to be 
ONE (Jn. 17.21) and because division among God’s children 
is the result of carnality (1 Cor. 3.3). You can believe this 
confusing religious mess among Christians today if you want 
to; but I believe God’s church is designed by Christ to be 
a united, visible body which teaches the truth and holds its 
members accountable to that truth. I understand why Jesus 
established the church as a ‘holy nation.’ He wanted it to be 
a conspicuous ‘city set upon a hill’ with a clear and concise 
message.”
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because I refused to follow men instead of the Word 
of God.  I left where I was because I am a “biblical 
conviction” follower.  While I appreciate Brother 
Phillips,	my	 faith	 and	my	 convictions	 are	 rooted	 in	
the Word of God.  I am here because of my biblical 
convictions	and	biblical	revelation.	If	Brother	Phillips	
failed, I would be heartbroken for him, but my faith 
would not be shaken!
	 People	can’t	believe	how	stubbornly	I	have	held	
to the doctrine of Lifetime Marriage.  I am steadfast 
because	it	is	my	biblical	conviction.	You	shouldn’t	be	
surprised when you can’t change my mind because 
denominations	 teach	 it	diff	erent	 than	what	 I	believe.	
I never based my convictions on what others were 
doing or teaching!  Don’t be surprised when you can’t 
change my mind because the majority of ministers 
think	 diff	erently.	 Show	 me	 in	 the	 book.	 I’m open 
to anything you can show me in the book. I’m not 
ashamed because I believe marriage is between one 
man and one woman for life. I believe others should be 
ashamed	for	teaching	it	is	not	for	life.	Ask	people,	“How	
long	do	you	believe	Jesus	taught	marriage	was	to	be?”
	 	 	 	 	 	 Over	 the	 years,	 we	 have	 had	 leaders	 who	
unfortunately failed or proved themselves along the 
way to be unfaithful. Some people were shaken. It 
breaks my heart when anyone falls, but my convictions 
are not built on men. I may let you down. Brother 
Phillips	may	 let	 you	 down.	We	 are	 all	 fallible	men.	
Don’t let your faith stand in men but in the Word of 
God!	(1	Cor.	2.5).	
 We are sheep in Christ’s fold. We have hope that 
other	sheep	will	see	the	apostasy	within	the	“Christian	
world”	and	the	Lord	will	open	their	eyes	to	the	truth	we	
declare. We have hope they will join us in our endeavor 
to restore God’s house, so we can together reach a lost 
world with the full Gospel. However, every sincere 
child of God is going to want you to show them your 
doctrinal beliefs in the Bible. I would have it no other 
way.	Jesus	challenged	people	“Search the scriptures.” 
We should challenge others to search the scriptures 
to prove our vision of the church and its teachings. 
This	 is	 the	“noble”	 thing	 to	do	 (Acts	17.11).	This	 is	
what the School of Ministry is about. We are here to 
show you the biblical basis for our doctrines, so you 
can	show	others.	 	Our	young	people	must	be	 taught	
a biblical revelation of the church and its doctrine. If 
they don’t have a BIBLICAL revelation, they will be 
“children tossed to and fro.”
	 Part	 of	 the	 reason	 our	 former	 fellowship	

abandoned the concept of the visible church in favor 
of a spiritual [invisible] church is because their 
revelation was built on non-biblical tradition. That 
doesn’t mean the true doctrine of the church was 
not biblical, but their understanding of the doctrine 
was founded on tradition and not the Word of God. 
They simply parroted words or phrases they had heard 
without understanding the biblical basis for what they 
were saying. Their doctrine of the church was built 
more on talking points than Scriptural revelation. They 
knew	more	 about	 what	 happened	 on	 June	 13,	 1903	
than what the Bible says about the church. The child 
of God outside the church doesn’t care about these 
traditions.	They	are	saying,	“If	you	want	me	to	believe	
in a visible church with one doctrine, then show me 
the	church	and	your	doctrine	in	the	Bible!”
 Back in the 1970’s, many young men in the 
former	 fellowship	 didn’t	 know	 how	 to	 explain	 the	
teachings of the Bible and neither did many of their 
leaders.  These young men went to seminaries and their 
beliefs were turned upside down because they didn’t 
have biblical convictions nor a biblical revelation. 
In turn, they adopted poisonous beliefs concerning 
the truth about the church and marriage and brought 
these	beliefs	 into	 the	church.	Unfortunately,	most	of	
the church leaders listened to their new ideas because 
they	too	only	had	a	“traditional”	understanding	of	the	
church	and	not	a	“biblical”	understanding.		
 It is vital for every member and minister 
to have a biblical revelation. And once you get that 
biblical revelation, don’t waver. Declare it as the 
Word	of	God	and	not	your	opinion.	Peter	said,	“If any 
man speak, let him speak as the oracles of God” (1 
Pet.	4.11).	Give	them	the	scriptures!	When	they	say,	
“That’s	your	opinion,”	say,	“That’s	the	point.	It	 isn’t	
my opinion. I’m not here to preach and teach my 
opinions. I am here as a MESSENGER, declaring the 
Word	of	God.”	For	example,	we	preach	homosexuality	
is	sinful.	People	say,	“That’s	your	opinion.”	That’s	the	
point. It isn’t our opinion. We’re not here to declare 
our opinions but what the Bible teaches. If the Bible 
taught	homosexuality	is	acceptable,	we	would	teach	it	
is acceptable. We are simply God’s messengers! We 
are here to declare the Bible! It is imperative therefore 
that we know the Word of God. We must have a 
“biblical	revelation.”	Therefore,	I	invite	and	challenge	
you to attend the School of Ministry!  Let’s search the 
Scriptures together and build God’s church on biblical 
revelation!  



School of Ministry

 We	are	grateful	to	the	Lord	for	the	School	of	Ministry	Institute	(SMI)	this	year	in	California.	The	Lord	
used	our	teachers	in	a	powerful	way;	everyone	seemed	happy	and	blessed	by	everything	they	learned	and	by	
the worship services and the wonderful fellowship.  
        Many of the brethren who attended drove from great distances, leaving from their secular jobs to come 
straight	SMI:	but	all	were	happy	to	sacrifi	ce	the	time	and	eff	ort	to	hear	and	be	taught	the	precious	Word	of	God	
and the doctine and practices of the God’s church..
	 We	were	blessed	to	have	Barbara	Rivera	from	San	Jose,	CA	and	Mission	director,	Daniel	Lucero,	from	
Fresno to join us in southern California (the students in northern and southern joined together this year to form 
one	school.	We	also	had	Pastor	Francisco	Gonzalez	Lopez	from	Tuxtla	Chiapas	Mexico,	Marta	Urcadiz	from	
Ensenada,	Mexico	and	Donnie	Burnette	from	Cleveland,	TN.
 A total of 52 full and part-time students enrolled,and we had also twelve visitors and auditors and 
fi	fteen		staff		members.	(Included	in	this	number	were	fourteen	new	tudents	and	eight	graduates).	Altogether	79	
participated in the great event.  
 The graduation cermonies were conducted on Friday evening in the sanctuary. It was a joyous and Spirit-
fi	lled	occasion.	Two	of	the	celebrants	graduated	in	2018	and	were	held	over	to	celebrate	with	the	graduation	
class of 2019! 
	 We	rejoiced	when	Thelma	Ocampo	from	the	church	in	Oxnard,	CA	was	received	into	the	church	at	the	
conclusion	of	the	Friday	class	session	by	Bishop	Phillips	on	April	12th.	We	pray	and	hope	the	Lord	continues	
to guide her life and increase her desire ever more to serve Him .
	 Regional	cooordinator,	Daysi	Abrego	did	a	fi	ne	job	compiling	materials	and	organizing	the	school.	She	
was	assisted	by	an	amzaing	staff		of	interpreters,	cooks,	kitchen	workers,	maintenance	men,	musicians,	clerks	
and secretaries. The unity, quality, and spirtuality of the school was oustanding. 
 We know it was a hard and tiring week for everyone but it was totally worth it! We are anticipating, 
praying	and	looking	forward	to	the	SOMI	next	year!		

California 2019
Staff

Staff 

Greek....Sister Wanda

   Brother Phillips teaching

Brother Anton teaching
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School of Ministry

 We	are	grateful	to	the	Lord	for	the	School	of	Ministry	Institute	(SMI)	this	year	in	California.	The	Lord	
used	our	teachers	in	a	powerful	way;	everyone	seemed	happy	and	blessed	by	everything	they	learned	and	by	
the worship services and the wonderful fellowship.  
        Many of the brethren who attended drove from great distances, leaving from their secular jobs to come 
straight	SMI:	but	all	were	happy	to	sacrifi	ce	the	time	and	eff	ort	to	hear	and	be	taught	the	precious	Word	of	God	
and the doctine and practices of the God’s church..
	 We	were	blessed	to	have	Barbara	Rivera	from	San	Jose,	CA	and	Mission	director,	Daniel	Lucero,	from	
Fresno to join us in southern California (the students in northern and southern joined together this year to form 
one	school.	We	also	had	Pastor	Francisco	Gonzalez	Lopez	from	Tuxtla	Chiapas	Mexico,	Marta	Urcadiz	from	
Ensenada,	Mexico	and	Donnie	Burnette	from	Cleveland,	TN.
 A total of 52 full and part-time students enrolled,and we had also twelve visitors and auditors and 
fi	fteen		staff		members.	(Included	in	this	number	were	fourteen	new	tudents	and	eight	graduates).	Altogether	79	
participated in the great event.  
 The graduation cermonies were conducted on Friday evening in the sanctuary. It was a joyous and Spirit-
fi	lled	occasion.	Two	of	the	celebrants	graduated	in	2018	and	were	held	over	to	celebrate	with	the	graduation	
class of 2019! 
	 We	rejoiced	when	Thelma	Ocampo	from	the	church	in	Oxnard,	CA	was	received	into	the	church	at	the	
conclusion	of	the	Friday	class	session	by	Bishop	Phillips	on	April	12th.	We	pray	and	hope	the	Lord	continues	
to guide her life and increase her desire ever more to serve Him .
	 Regional	cooordinator,	Daysi	Abrego	did	a	fi	ne	job	compiling	materials	and	organizing	the	school.	She	
was	assisted	by	an	amzaing	staff		of	interpreters,	cooks,	kitchen	workers,	maintenance	men,	musicians,	clerks	
and secretaries. The unity, quality, and spirtuality of the school was oustanding. 
 We know it was a hard and tiring week for everyone but it was totally worth it! We are anticipating, 
praying	and	looking	forward	to	the	SOMI	next	year!		

California 2019
Graduates

Sister Ocampo Joining the church

Brother Sullivan teaching

Great students



Cleveland Church Excels
The	Cleveland	church	continues	to	excel	year	after	year	in	its	liberal	giving	and	faithful	labors	for	World	Missions.	The	

church	raised	$13,139.47	for	the	March	drive.	The	pastor,	Anton	Burnette,	and	mission	director,	Alice	Jones,	boosted	and	
organized	the	work	throughout	the	month	with	the	assistance	of	several	dedicated	and	capable	workers.	Among	other	events,	
Alice planned and implemented a yard sale, dinners, mission skits, bake sales, and a coin drive. A large portion of the money 
came	from	generous	pledges	from	members	and	friends	and	off	erings	received	during	special	services.	The	Cleveland	church	
works	the	year	around	planning	and	raising	funds	for	these	drives,	besides	excelling	in	the	regular	Second	Sunday	off	erings.		

Zion’s Kids Involved in World Mission Work

It’s always a delight to see our children involved in the work of the Lord. 
We appreciate our pastors, children’s directors, and parents taking the time 

to instruct our children and to guide them in a practical way to become 
involved in the Great Commission and work of the church.   

Such is the case with Isabella Nichols. She is ten years of age and has 
been involved in the work of the Lord for several years. She has been 
active	in	Children’s	Church	since	she	was	fi	ve.	Her	mother,	Renetta	
Kelton,	 was	 appointed	 as	 Church	 Minister	 at	 Pulaski,	 Tennessee	
several	months	ago	and	is	doing	a	fi	ne	job	there:	reaching	out	locally	
in the surrounding community and laboring to immerse the local 
church in the multi-faceted ministry of the whole international body.

Isabella took it upon herself to make pot holders and coasters to 
help raise funds for the March World Mission Drive, contributing 
substantially	to	the	total	off	ering	of	$741.00	raised	by	the	local	church.		

“When I made my potholders, I wanted to make them with love: and so,  
 I did. My motivation came from God. For His Word says, “She maketh  

 fi ne linen, and selleth it; and delivereth girdles to the merchant” (Prov,  
           3.42), and “Whatsoever thy hand fi ndeth to do, do it with thy might”  

	 	 Eccl.		9.10).																																																																																	
                                                                                                    ---Isabella Nichols
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Ed Reitler Called Home

 Edward	W.	“Tutsel”	Reitler	Jr.	was	called	home	to	be	with	the	
Lord	on	February	7,	2019,	just	before	fulfi	lling	his	divinely	
appointed	“seventy	years”.	He	was	born	on	May	11,	1949.	
 Ed had served the church [in our former fellowship] 
faithfully	for	over	twenty-fi	ve	years	and	was	ordained	a	
deacon	in	Zion	Assembly	shortly	after	the	Restoration	and	
Reorganization	of	the	church	in	September	2004.	He	was	
a	native	of	Pennsylvania	and	spent	much	of	his	early	life	

in that state, returning later in life with his family to Karns 
City. He enjoyed gardening and making sauerkraut and 

sausage;	but	most	of	all	he	loved	talking	about	the	Lord	and	the	
church and sharing with others the Gospel of the Kingdom of God.  

 In 1976 he wedded Brenda L.Bowser in Karns City and soon afterward the couple 
moved	 to	 Rittman,	 Ohio.	 Ed	 had	moved	 to	 Olmstead	 Falls	 sometime	 earlier,	 having	
secured	employment	with	the	Evergreen	Paper	Company.	He	retired	from	that	company	
in 2008 after 38 years of service. 
 His wife Brenda was called into the ministry in 2012, thereafter serving as evangelist 
in	Pennsylvania,	West	Virginia,	and	Ohio.	She	served	also	as	Church	Minister	in	Karns	
City and East Brady with Ed assisting in his capacity as a deacon. She continues to serve 
as Church Minister at Karns City. 
 Four children were adopted into the union of Ed and Brenda [Dustin, Sarah, Ashley, 
Brittany],	two	of	whom	[Ashley,	Brittany]	are	members	of	Zion	Assembly	and	faithfully	
serving the Lord and the church. Brittany and her husband, Tyler Smith, and their three 
foster	children	reside	in	Clarksburg,	West	Virginia;	Ashley	is	engaged	to	Ethan	Miller	and	
resides in Karns City.   

Bishop	L.	W.	Carter,	their	state	overseer,	offi		ciated	the	funeral	service	in	Chicora	near	
Karns City.  
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“Ye Have Compassed This Mountain Long Enough”
Zachary A. Snyder

West Mobile, Alabama

(Note: this message was delivered in the 15th	Annual	General	Assembly	on	September	7,	2018). 

“Then we turned and took our journey into the wilderness by the way of the Red Sea, 
as the LORD spake unto me: and we compassed Mount Seir many days. And the 
LORD spake unto me, saying, Ye have compassed this mountain long enough: turn 
you northward”	(Deut.	2.1-3).

	 In	 Deuteronomy	 1.1-46,	 we	 fi	nd	 Moses	
retelling the history of what had brought Israel to 
the base of Mt. Seir, and of having remained there 
MANY	days	without	being	able	to	enter	the	“Land	of	
Promise”.	They	had	been	wandering	 for	40	years	 in	
the wilderness, and had gone around Mt. Seir 
in	every	direction	except	for	the	ONE	way	
that would have led them to Canaan.
 Moses had reminded the 
children of Israel that the journey 
from Mr. Horeb/Sinai --- where 
they had been given the Law and 
had entered a covenant with God 
to	be	a	“holy	nation”---to	Kadesh	
(southern	 border	 of	 Canaan)	
should have taken only eleven 
days:	 yet	 it	 had	 taken	 them	 40	
years! The reason for this was 
the fact that after having reached 
Kadesh, Moses sent twelve men 
to	 do	 “reconnaissance”	 in	 Canaan,	
but the great majority of the men 
(eighty-three	 percent)	 came	 back	with	
a negative report. Numbers 13.32 says 
the	reports	of	ten	of	the	spies	were	“evil”.	The	
report was evil because God had already commanded 
the	 people	 to	 enter	 in	 the	 Promise	 land	 and	 had	
assured them that He would protect and provide for 
them;	 and	fi	ght	 their	 battles	 and	 supply	 	 their	 every	
need! He had already proven (prior to their spying out 
the	land)	that	He	was	for	them,	having	miraculously	
delivered them from Egypt, rained manna down 
from heaven, revealed His power and presence 
to them, and caused water to pour out of a rock!

	 As	 the	old	 song	 says,	 “What	more	 could	He	
do?”	They	chose,	however,	NOT	to	believe,	and	rather	
leaned upon their own understanding. They willfully 
disobeyed	 God;	 purposefully	 rebelled	 against	 the	
Creator of the universe! And God was furious! Due 

to the rebellion, Israel was forced to wander in 
a	 maze,	 bewildered	 by	 their	 own	 lack	 of	

conviction and devotion to the call of 
God;	and	they	continued	as	such	until	

everyone over the age of 20s died, their 
bodies rottening in the wilderness.
 God responded by saying, in 
essence,	 “Listen,	 if	 you	 don’t	
want to obey My command, if 
you	don’t	want	to	experience	the	
glorious place of blessing I have 
set out for you to inherit, then I 
will wait until you are dead and 
will give your children---who now 

aren’t capable of discerning right 
from	 wrong---your	 inheritance:	

the	 blessing	 you	 have	 forfeited!”
	This	 begs	 the	 question:	 What	 had	

caused Israel to fall into their shameful 
and unnecessary rebellion? First, rebellion 

ensued when they as a people refused to listen to the 
leadership that God had appointed to lead them into 
the land of promise. Moses was chosen of God – he 
was	essentially	the	“chief	bishop”	–	he	had	carefully	
chosen out overseers to see to the needs of their 
respective groups, but he was there as a leader who 
would	 express	 the	mind	 and	 directives	 of	 the	 Lord.	
We see this played out when God spoke to Moses 
and called him to tell the people He would bare them



in His arms as a father does his chilren and would love
them	with	an	everlasting	love:	but	only	IF they would 
obey His command! Israel responded by disrespecting 
and discrediting Moses’ authority and leadership, which 
God	saw	as	an	aff	ront	to	Himself	and	His	leadership!
 Some will say that since we have the Holy 
Ghost that there is no need for leadership! That is 
somewhat	the	same	attitude	that	permeated	Israel!	Yes,	
thank God we have the Holy Ghost! Thank God we 
have the Word of God  But also that we need to thank 
God for leadership that has vision and conviction to 
provoke and lead the church of God to obtain her 
fi	nal	prize	ahead!	If	we	
are not careful, we will 
fall into the error of 
the denominational 
world which has been 
misdirected by Satan 
away from the principle 
of divinely appointed 
and anointed leadership-
--leaders who lead and 
govern according to the 
revelation of the Spirit 
of God and the Word 
of	 God.	 Yes,	 it’s	 true,	
some leaders failed 
in the past, but God 
raised up other leaders 
to succeed them who 
ruled according to His 
plan, and restored His 
house.	 The	 Lord	 has	 not	 changed	 His	 strategy;	 He	
still rules through chosen instruments! And we should 
be careful to “esteem them very highly in love”, 
counting them worthy of “double honor” who rule 
God’s house and labor faithfully in “the word and 
doctrine”	(1	Thess.	5.12;	1	Tim.	5.17-21;	Heb.	13.7,	
17).	 Paul,	 said	 emphatically	 and	 without	 hesitation,	
“Follow me, as I follow Christ!” I have said in times 
past that we needed leadership in God’s church that 
we	can	confi	dently	follow:	and	I’m	thankful	to	say	we	
HAVE	that	kind	of	leadership	in	Zion	Assembly	today,	
starting	 with	 our	 Presiding	 Bishop	 and	 extending	
to our faithful overseers, pastors, and ministers!
 We will surely at every level of the church 
stagnate and wander in our own spiritual wilderness 
if	we	become	disrespectful	and	disloyal	to	our	leaders:	
including the rulings laid down in this noble and august 
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body---the General Assembly! It is God—not man— 
that requires theocratic order, that is, God ruling 
through	 Spirit-fi	lled	 men.	 We	 must	 operate	 within	
the theocratic framework laid out for us in the Bible. 
Any other form of government is contrary to His will!
 Second, to wander as Israel did in the 
wilderness erodes to confusion, aimlessness, and 
lack of purpose, conviction and vision. It’s like 
going about our duties without sincere interest 
and	 prophetic	 hope	 and	 expectation.	 I	 don’t	 want	
to just spin wheels like a rat in a cage! Do you?
 Third, wandering breeds negativity and

negativity in turn breeds 
wandering. When we 
operate outside of the 
prescribed order of 
Theocratic Government, we 
tend to become suspicious. 
We begin to think that 
leadership has an ulterior or 
self-serving motive for their 
actions:	 and	 this	 suspicion	
becomes contagious until 
everyone begins to suspect 
everyone else as being 
insincere and self-serving. 
This will absolutely destroy 
unity and progress in the 
church. We must not allow 
it! I believe God is calling 
His church to rise above such 
a hopeless and worthless 

mindset---a mindset that can only lead us again to 
wandering in the wilderness! The Lord is calling us to 
renewed	zeal	for	the	church	of	God	and	her	message!
 The spirit of this Assembly has made me 
anxious	to	get	back	to	my	local	church	and	region	and	
promote the great Church of God. God is speaking to 
us, saying not to get sidetracked with trivial matters, 
but	to	turn	northward	and	keep	our	eyes	fi	xed	on	the	
prophetic task ahead. Let us never forget that God’s 
church	(and	ONLY	God’s	church)	has	been	called	and	
espcially ordained to keep and guard The Faith. So, 
let us build the church of God according to pattern 
shown	to	us	in	the	Bible;	until	all	the	scattered	sheep	
fi	nd	 what	 they	 need	 and	 what	 they	 long	 for	 within	
the government and protection of the Lord’s divine 
sheepfold! May the Lord help all of us to have a special 
aff	ection	and	zeal	to	restore	and	build	up	His	house!	

“Thank God we have the Word of God.  
But also that we need to thank God for 
leadership that has vision and conviction 
to provoke and lead the church of God to 
obtain her fi nal prize ahead! If we are 
not careful, we will fall into the error 
of the denominational world which has 
been misdirected by Satan away from 
the principle of divinely appointed and 
anointed leadership---leaders who lead 
and govern according to the revelation of 
the Spirit of God and the Word of God.”
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Cleveland, TN   $13,139.47
Wilmington, NC      6,165.00
Greenville, SC      5,088.00
Okolona, MS      5,063.00
Hesperia, CA    5,032.89
Crossville, TN      4,000.00
Idamay, WV       3,650.00
Goshen, IN       3,314.19
Taylors, SC       3,182.92
Anaheim, CA      2,670.00
Highgrove, CA      2,505.15
West Mobile, AL      2,149.13
Oxnard, SC       2,000.00
Rialto, CA       2,000.00
Lancaster, CA      1,946.06
Roanoke, VA      1,901.09
West Pelzer, SC      1,319.97
Horse Branch, KY      1,300.00
Folsom, WV        1,221.00

Dallas, OR         $900.00
Pulaski, TN          741.00
Bayou La Batre, AL        738.00
Oil City, PA          700.00
Columbus, MS         658.00
Toronto, Ontario         400.73
Salisbury, MD         400.00
San Jose, CA         355.00
Ware Shoals, SC         325.58
Dawes, WV          312.14
Scottsville, KY         279.00
Lompoc, CA                   250.00
Colton, CA                                       200.00
Mesquite, TX         150.00
Browder, KY         125.00
Fort Morgan, CO         100.00
Ivanhoe, WV         100.00
Karns City, PA           50.00

Church Amount Church Amount

                 $74, 457.35

Over the Top!
Churches Raised $74,457.35 in the March Drive

We never cease to be amazed at the spirit of missions manifested by our people in Zion Assembly. 
It is one of the concrete proofs that we are God’s church: for the Bible church is necessarily 
mission-minded, being commissioned by the Lord Himself during His earthly ministry. “And 
Jesus came and spake unto [the disciples] saying . . . Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: Teaching them 
to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you . . .” (Mt. 28.19-20).    

The churches excelled in this drive, topping last year’s March offering by over $8,000. Praise 
the Lord! Words are inadequate to express how much we appreciate the labors of love, hard 
work, and the giving spirit exemplified by our pastors, mission leaders, and churches in our 
March and October mission drives. Many of our mission workers and churches labor the year 
round to swell these offerings. The Lord will surely reward our faithful and dedicated people 
both in this world and in the world to come! Amen.
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Children’s Day Sunday June 2, 2019

Theme:  Living A Fruitful Life
Galatians 5:22-23

Scripture:  “But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, 
gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, temperance:  against such there is 
no law.” (Galatians 5:22-23)

Start planning now to make this the best Children’s Day ever!  

Reach out to your communities and invite family and friends.

“Train up a child in the way he should go: 
and when he is old, he will not depart from it.”  Proverbs 22:6

Internet Helps:         Kayla Graves
www.daniellesplace.com    International Children’s Ministries Director
www.sermon4kids.com           1140 Rogues Fork Rd.
www.churchleaders.com            Bethpage, TN 37022
www.orientaltrading.com (supplies)       tkggraves@hotmail.com

Song:  Fruit of the Spirit by Go Fish can be heard on youtube
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Cleveland, TN 37320-2398

Regional Conventions
 Alabama, Mississippi, Lousiana  (Mobile, AL)  ----------------  July 25 - 27
 California (North), Oregon, Washington ------------------------   June 15 -16
 California (South), Nevada  (Rialto, CA) -----------------------    June 21 -22
 Indiana, Kentucky, Illinois (Scottsville, KY)  -------------------   July 11 - 13
 Tennessee  (Crossville, TN) -----------------------------------------   June 28 -29
 North Carolina, South Carolina (Greenville, SC)  ------------    June 21 -22
 WV, VA, PA, MD (Idamay, WV)  ----------------------------------   June 14 -15

 

WHERE   DATE    CONTRACT 
 

Tennessee  June 3-7   Pam Jones           (812) 620-0052 
California  June 14-16  Pete Sarry           (951) 237-2337 
West Virginia June 24-28  J.J. Davis             (304) 365-0847 
South Carolina July 15-19  Marie Llaneza    (920) 632-3470 

ZION ASSEMBLY 
CHURCH OF GOD 

YOUTH CAMPS 




