
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Introduction 
Today’s lesson introduces a subject seldom preached in the pulpit.  It is a topic often taken for granted when 
addressing salvation – presumed, but at times absent from a sinner’s experience.  A perfect understanding of 
conviction is certainly not required to experience this work of grace (for even a child can experience 
conviction).  Nevertheless, grasping a right understanding of this doctrine helps us to embrace and proclaim 
how the Spirit works to bring about salvation.  So, what is conviction? 
 
Key Verse 
“And the publican, standing afar off, would not lift up so much as his eyes unto heaven, but smote upon his 
breast, saying, God be merciful to me a sinner” (Lu. 18:13). 
 
Lesson Summary 
How does conviction cause an individual to feel?  The experience of conviction can be described as being 
pricked or pierced in the heart (Ac. 2:37).  In Acts 2, Peter preached a dynamic message of Christ crucified and 
resurrected (vv. 31-36).  After hearing the Word of God, something changed in those that heard him.  They no 
longer felt good about themselves.  When they heard the Word of God, they became convicted, “pricked in their 
heart” like a sharp object stabbing them.  In other words, conviction hurts; it’s unpleasant and discomforting.  A 
primary aspect of conviction is the recognition of personal sinfulness.  In Luke 18:9-14, Jesus taught a parable 
about pride and self-righteousness.  In this parable, he described two people: a Pharisee (or religious leader) 
who saw himself as righteous and a publican (or tax collector) who saw himself as a sinner.  In the experience 
of conviction, an individual sees himself/herself as a sinner, as sinful.  The publican stood alone to himself with 
his head bowed, beating himself in the chest, and pleading for God’s mercy.  The publican’s response to God 
demonstrates true conviction.  Moreover, when David committed adultery with Bathsheba, after receiving a 
rebuke from the Lord, he saw himself under God’s judgment, needing his mercy (2 Sam. 12:1-16; Ps. 51:1-4).  
Because God is just, he judges sin.  When sinners are convicted, they see themselves as already condemned by 
God (Jn. 3:18-19).  Finally, in conviction the spiritual light of the soul is turned on, and the soul is illuminated.  
The conversion of the apostle Paul demonstrates this idea in a literal way (Ac. 9:1-6).  While on his way to 
persecute the church, a light from heaven shined on Paul, and the voice of God spoke to him.  Paul fell to the 
earth and trembled in astonishment.  His experience illustrates how God reveals our sin to us.  No one can hide 
from God (He. 4:13; Ps. 139:7). 
 
Scripture Study 
Being pricked in the heart – Ac. 2:31-37 
Recognizing personal sinfulness – Lu. 18:9-14 
Seeing oneself under the judgment of God – Ps. 51:1-4; Jn. 3:18-19 
Illuminating the sinful soul – Ac. 9:1-6; He. 4:13; Ps. 139:7 
 
Conclusion 
We cannot overemphasize that salvation by God’s grace begins with true conviction.  The idea of salvation 
itself presupposes the recognition of the need to be saved.  In conviction, an individual recognizes that he/she is 
a sinner and needs to be saved from this condition.  But, how does God bring about this understanding within 
us?  The next lesson will begin to answer this important question. 
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Introduction 
The basis of conviction begins with a simple question.  How do we define the word holy?  Another way of 
asking the question is:  How do we understand or comprehend the meaning of holy?  Apart from the context of 
God himself, defining holy is impossible.  Holy is only understood when identified with the nature, character, 
and attributes of God in comparison and contrast with sinful humanity.  In this lesson, the student will see that 
conviction begins with God’s holiness. 
 
Key Verse 
“Because it is written, Be ye holy; for I am holy” (1 Pe. 1:16). 
 
Lesson Summary 
When Isaiah saw a vision of God, he heard the seraphim crying one to another, “Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord of 
hosts: the whole earth is full of his glory” (Is. 6:3).  In Revelation 4:8, when John witnessed a similar vision of 
God, the Bible says, “And the four beasts had each of them six wings about him; and they were full of eyes 
within: and they rest not day and night, saying Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty, which was, and is, and is 
to come.”  These visions given by the Spirit to his holy prophets, spanning both old and new covenants, declare 
God with a holy trio: “Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord of hosts” and “Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty.”  
Eternal God, the Word in the beginning, the Creator of the universe and all that exists, is holy, holy, holy (Ge. 
1:1; Jn. 1:1).  However, fallen humanity is not holy.  When King David examined his own heart, he saw within 
himself the sinful condition of fallen man (Ps. 51:5).  The apostle Paul identified an unholy nature in humanity 
with its propensity to change, even to reject, the glory of God (Ro. 1:22-25).  In Romans 3:10-23, he elaborated 
further on humanity’s unholy condition before the Lord, saying, “There is none righteous, no, not one” (v. 10).  
Moreover, in 1 Peter 1:16, the apostle emphasized God’s call and expectation for us, declaring, “Because it is 
written, Be ye holy; for I am holy.”  This contrast between holy God and unholy humanity and God’s 
expectation for us to be holy makes conviction possible.  In Luke 5:1-11, we see how Peter experienced 
conviction based on God’s holiness:  “When Simon Peter saw it, he fell down at Jesus knees, saying, Depart 
from me; for I am a sinful man, O Lord” (v. 8).  When John saw Christ in his glory, the Bible states, “And when 
I saw him, I fell at his feet as dead” (Re. 1:17).  When he caught a glimpse of God’s holiness, he fell down 
before Jesus Christ like a dead man.  In John we see the righteous response of a man who comes face to face 
with holy God – he is completely humbled in the presence of the Lord.  Without a doubt, humanity at its 
spiritual best can never stand equal to holy God – every knee will bow (Ph. 2:10). 
 
Scripture Study 
God is holy – Is. 6:3; Re. 4:8;  
Humanity is not holy – Ps. 51:5; Ro. 1:22-25, 3:10-23 
Seeing ourselves in relationship to God – 1 Pe.1:16; Re. 1:17; Ph. 2:10; Lu. 5:1-11 
 
Conclusion 
Conviction builds on the foundation of God’s holiness.  God is holy, but fallen humanity is not.  This distinction 
(or contrast) between holy God and sinful humanity is the basis for true conviction. 
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Introduction 
Isaiah experienced a revelation of God which resulted in a revelation of his own sin and guilt before the Lord 
(Is. 6:1-7).  Seeing a true vision of holy God in his glory enabled Isaiah to have a correct vision of himself.  This 
revelatory experience defines conviction.  As we studied last week, the basis of conviction is rooted in God’s 
holiness.  But how is God’s holy character revealed in us?  How is our own, personal sin revealed in us?  
Through what power or agency does the Word of God become the quickening source of conviction? 
 
Key Verse 
“And when he is come, he will reprove the world of sin, and of righteousness, and of judgment” (Jn. 16:8). 
 
Lesson Summary 
In John 3:17-19, Jesus explains that he did not come into the world to condemn it (v. 17).  In fact, we establish 
our own condemnation through rejecting the light of the gospel of Christ (vv. 18-19).  Jesus does not approach 
the sinner with condemnation, but rather with mercy.  If Jesus did not condemn the sinner, then we, the church, 
should not condemn them.  Of course, this does not mean that the church is without sound judgment or moral 
discipline, but rather that we should not approach the mission of the church casting stones at those who are lost 
without God.  After all, they are lost.  We see this illustrated in the woman taken in adultery (Jn. 8:1-11).  The 
self-righteous Pharisees brought her to Jesus condemning her and expecting Jesus also to condemn her.  But, 
Jesus brings about a drastic change in the outcome of the story.  He refuses to condemn her because 1) she is 
already condemned by her own actions, and 2) she is already condemned by the Pharisees.  Instead, Jesus 
extends mercy to her, saying, “Go, and sin no more” (v. 11).  In brief, conviction and human condemnation are 
not the same.  Since conviction is not the same as human condemnation, how does conviction come about in the 
heart of the sinner?  Conviction takes place by the agency of the Holy Ghost.  Jesus taught us concerning this 
work of the Spirit, saying, “Nevertheless I tell you the truth; It is expedient for you that I go away: for if I go not 
away, the Comforter will not come unto you; but if I depart, I will send him unto you.  And when he is come, he 
will reprove the world of sin . . . Of sin, because they believe not on me” (Jn. 16:7-9).  The Holy Ghost reproves 
or convicts the world of sin.  Through the Spirit’s work of conviction, the sinner is being drawn by the Father to 
the Son.  Jesus taught, “No man can come to me, except the Father which hath sent me draw him” (Jn. 6:44a).  
The Father draws us to the Son by his Spirit.  Conviction is a revelation of the Spirit, by which he shines the 
light of holy God into a sinner’s darkened heart.  An individual’s sin and guilt is exposed to himself/herself by 
the Spirit.  Conviction is a revelatory work of the Holy Ghost in the heart of sinners, by which he leads them to 
the truth, testifying of Jesus Christ to them, and pointing them to the Savior (Jn. 15:26, 16:13-15).   
 
Scripture Study 
Conviction is different than human condemnation – Jn. 3:17-19, 8:1-11 
Conviction comes by the agency of the Spirit – Jn. 16:7-9, 6:44 
The Holy Ghost points the sinner to Jesus Christ – Jn. 15:26; 16:13-15 
 
Conclusion 
Conviction is not merely being shamed or condemned by another person.  We can tell people that they are 
sinners, and we can even shame them for their actions, but only the Holy Ghost can effect true conviction. 
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Introduction 
One of the best examples of conviction found in the Bible is Isaiah’s vision of God in Isaiah 6:1-7.  It’s an 
amazing event.  Spiritually, Isaiah sees God in his glory – holy and sitting on his throne.  Today’s lesson 
considers the impact of this encounter in Isaiah’s life.  As we begin the lesson, let us ask ourselves: how should 
we be affected or changed by seeing God in his awesome glory? 
 
Key Verse 
“Then said I, Woe is me!  for I am undone; because I am a man of unclean lips, and I dwell in the midst of a 
people of unclean lips: for mine eyes have seen the King, the LORD of hosts” (Isaiah 6:5). 
 
Lesson Summary 
Isaiah’s encounter with God helps us to understand self-perception.  Our self-perception is shaped by conditions 
outside of ourselves.  For example, if I am tall, I only know that I am tall because another person (a context 
outside of me) is short.  If I am clumsy, I know this because others are agile.  If I am wrong, I know this 
because someone else is right.  If everyone is wrong, then being wrong is the norm of life and therefore is 
undetectable.  In other words, the only way we know ourselves is in relationship to knowing others.  Likewise, 
we cannot see ourselves in darkness or in the absence of light.  Rather, we see ourselves clearly in the presence 
of light only as it shines on our situation.  In other words, our ability to see or to know ourselves is dependent 
on an outside factor – on a context beyond ourselves.  This is the way conviction works.  We see ourselves 
accurately only when we see ourselves in the light of who God is in comparison to us.  Isaiah’s experience of 
conviction began with seeing God for who he is (vv. 1-4).  His vision of God changed his self-perception.  
Through his vision by the Spirit, he understood that God is holy, but he is not.  In Isaiah 6:5-7, notice the 
response of Isaiah when he saw God, holy, high, and lifted up.  He said, “Woe is me! for I am undone; because I 
am a man of unclean lips, and I dwell in the midst of a people of unclean lips: for mine eyes have seen the King, 
the Lord of hosts” (v. 5).  When he saw God in his glory, he also recognized in himself something else, 
something unlike God – something unholy and unclean in comparison to God.  Isaiah responded to God’s 
holiness saying, “Woe is me! for I am undone . . . for mine eyes have seen the King, the Lord of hosts.”  
Isaiah’s personal revelation of sin resulted from his seeing God in his holy perfections.  Moreover, through this 
experience Isaiah understood his need to be cleansed and pardoned.  The seraphim took a live coal from the 
altar, touched Isaiah’s mouth, saying, “Lo, this hath touched thy lips; and thine iniquity is taken away, and thy 
sin purged” (v. 7).  Certainly he grasped the magnitude of his iniquity.  But he also experienced the greatness of 
God’s love and mercy. 
 
Scripture Study 
Seeing God for who he is – Isaiah 6:1-4 
Seeing ourselves for who we are – Isaiah 6:5-7 
 
Conclusion 
The Spirit shined the light of God into Isaiah’s darkness.  By the revelation of the Spirit, he was convicted or 
reproved.  Isaiah saw God clearly; and through seeing God in his holiness, he saw his own sin and iniquity. 
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