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Presiding Bishop: “The recent Assembly was Deep-seated, Anointed, and 
Illuminating: and the implications of it will be profound and far-reaching!”



Editorials . . .
October Mission Drive

 ‘The Zeal of Thine House hath Eaten Me Up” 

 A.J. Tomlinson preached a message during his tenure as General Overseer, titled, “Driving Furiously 
Toward the Goal.” In that message he said, “I declare to you that that ‘I can’t sit down’ spirit has got such a hold 
on me that I can’t sit down or let anybody else sit down with any satisfaction. How can I rest easy when certain 
work is to be done to fulfill prophecy that is now almost within our grasp.” Later in that message he said, “We 
must keep up our furious driving until easy, restful people will turn frantic with interest. This is no time to let 
people rest easy. There is too much to do and too few to do it. We can’t spare any to let them lie around idle.”     
 The word “drive” accentuates the spirit and aim of our World Mission vision in Zion Assembly. 
We should be driven with supernatural energy and the prophetic vision to win souls, disciple believers, 
and build God’s house. Acccordingly, March and October have been set aside to raise funds to support 
our outreach around the world. This goal, however, was first set by our Lord himself while He was here 
on earth. Between His resurrection and His ascension back to the Father, He commissioned His church 
to “Go therefore and make [disciples] of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of 
the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded 
you” (Mt. 28.19-20). And He assured the success of the church’s mission by saying, “. . . and, lo, I 
am with you always, even unto the end of the [age]” (v. 20).  Earlier in His ministry He predicted the 
successful conclusion of the church’s global mission, saying, “And this gospel of the kingdom shall be 
preached in all the world for a witness unto all nations; and then shall the end come” (Mk. 24.14). 
 I believe the great majority of our ministers and members in Zion Assembly are fully committed to the 
church’s mission---to reach “all nations” with the “all things” message of Christ and the church. This has 
been proven over again since the restoration and reorganization of the church in 2004. The famous saying, 
“Never have so few done so much for so many,” could well be said about our people in Zion Assembly.  
May the Lord help us to maintain our zeal and momentum as we go forward to fulfill the awe-inspiring task 
that Jesus gave to us, bearing in mind always His promise: “ . . . and, lo, I am with you always, even unto the 
end of the [age]!” 
                                        General Assembly Highlights

 Without question the recent Assembly ranks as one of the most important and inspirational to date. It had 
a spiritual and theological depth unmatched in our short history since 2004. The preaching, support-ministries 
programs, business sessions, and fellowship were outstanding. Perhaps it would be too much to say what our 
LORD said in Deut. 4.32: “For ask now of the days that are past . . . whether there hath been any such thing as 
this great thing is, or hath been heard like it?” But certainly, Jehovah was in our midst in special ways throughout 
the week [September 3-8], inspiring, illuminating, guiding and empowering us (see report on pp. 12-15).    

New Assembly Resolutions  
 One of the most important and far-reaching resolutions adopted by the church since 1923 and certainly 
since the reorganization in 2004 transpired in the recent Assembly; namely, the recognition and acceptance of 
four ordinances to be observed and practiced in addition to Baptism, Lord’s Supper, and Footwashing. These 
are: “the Church”, “Ministry/Ordination”, “Marriage”, and the “Public Reading and Proclamation of the Word 
of God” (see Assembly Business Committee [ABC] report, Section V, p. 20; and the Presiding Bishop’s Annual 
Address, Section II in September issue of VOZ, pp. 4-11, 18-23). Several other resolutions were adopted in 
this Assembly to help move the church forward in the months and years ahead (see ABC report, pp. 18-21).    
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Bible Pledge
I pledge allegiance to the Bible, God’s Holy Word. I promise to read and study it, and by the grace of 
God to obey it. I will make it a lamp unto my feet and a light unto my path. I will hide its words in my 
heart that I might not sin against God. 

Church Pledge 

I promise to walk together with my brothers and sisters in Zion Assembly according to the light we 
have received together in our General Assemblies. I will be faithful to our commitment to proclaim the 
“whole counsel of God,” and will work together with my fellow members under the church’s divine 
government and discipline. I will strive always to keep and promote the faith  “once delivered to the 
saints”---one God, one Faith, one Mind, and one Church for all. Amen. 

Section I

“Ye are My witnesses, saith the LORD [Jehovah]” 
The Story of Christ and the Church

“Ye are my witnesses, saith the LORD [Jehovah], and My servant whom I have chosen that ye may know 
and believe Me, and understand that I am He: before Me there was no God formed, neither shall there be 
after Me. I, even I am the LORD, and beside me there is no savior. I have declared, and have saved, and I 
have shewed when there was no strange god among you: therefore, ye are my witnesses, saith the LORD, I 
am God” (Is. 43.10-12).

“Thus saith the LORD . . . I am the first, and I am the last; and beside me there is no God. And who, as 
I, shall call, and shall declare it, and set it in order for me, since I appointed the ancient people? And the 
things that are coming, and shall come, let them shew unto them . . . Ye are even My witnesses. Is there a 
God beside me? Yea, there is no God; I know not any” (Is. 44.6-8).        

 “I am the LORD, and there is none else, there is no God beside me . . . I form the light, and create 
darkness: I make peace, and create evil: I the Lord do all these things . . .Tell ye . . .who hath declared this 
from ancient time? Have not I the Lord? And there is no God else beside me; a just God and a Saviour; 
there is none beside me. Look unto me, and be ye saved, all the ends of the earth: for I am God, and there 
is none else” (Is. 45.5-7, 21, 22).

“Remember the former things of old: for I am God, and there is none else; I am God, and there is none 
like Me, declaring the end from the beginning, and from ancient times the things that are not yet done, 
saying, My counsel shall stand, and I will do all My pleasure. Calling a ravenous bird from the east . . . 
the man that executeth my counsel [namely, the Persian king, Cyrus, see 44.28, whose name and actions 
God predicted 150 years before he was born] . . . yea, I have spoken it, I will also bring it to pass; I have 
purposed it, I will also do it . . . I bring near My righteousness . . . My salvation shall not tarry: and I will 
place salvation in Zion for Israel my glory” (Is. 46.9-13).

Presiding Bishop’s Annual Address
September 7, 2019
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“Take heed unto yourselves, lest ye forget the 
covenant of the Lord your God, which he made 
with you . . . For the Lord thy God is a consuming 
fi re, even a jealous God. I call heaven and earth 
to witness against you this day, that [if you do 
evil and corrupt yourselves] ye shall soon utterly 
perish from off  the land whereunto ye go over 
Jordan to possess it . . . And the Lord shall scatter 
you among the nations, and ye shall be left few in 
number among the heathen . . .” (Deut. 4.23-27).  

The Good News is that the LORD is 
always working to redeem and save 
His people: to bring them back into a 
right relationship with Him: 

“But if from thence thou shalt seek 
the Lord thy God, thou shalt fi nd 
him, if thou seek him with all thy 
heart and with all thy soul. When 
thou art in tribulation, and all 
these things are come upon thee, 
even in the latter days, if thou turn 
to the Lord thy God, and shalt 
be obedient unto his voice; (For 
the Lord thy God is a merciful 
God;) he will not forsake thee, 
neither destroy thee, nor forget 
the covenant of thy fathers which 
he sware unto them  (vv. 29-31).

See, this is the wondrous story of God and His church, from 
ancient times till now. There is no other story like it in all 
the earth! No other religion or nation or tribal people has a 
story like it. 

For ask now of the days that are past, which were 
before thee, since the day that God created man 
upon the earth, and ask from the one side of heaven 
unto the other, whether there hath been any such 
thing as this great thing is, or hath been heard 
like it? Did ever people hear the voice of God 
speaking out of the midst of the fi re, as thou hast 
heard, and live? Or hath God assayed to go and 
take him a nation from the midst of another nation, 
by temptations, by signs, and by wonders, and by 
war, and by a mighty hand, and by a stretched out 
arm, and by great terrors, according to all that 
the Lord your God did for you in Egypt before your 
eyes? Unto thee it was showed, that thou mightest 
know that the Lord he is God; there is none else 

What we see in these prophetic passages and a hundred 
more like them is that the LORD [Jehovah] desires to be 
known and honored as the one and only true God: and 
worshipped for His mighty acts---miracles and gracious 
providences; but especially for His infi nite wisdom, mercy, 
compassion and willingness to forgive and save His people 
from their sins and wickedness. He indeed punished them 
for their iniquities, but He did not utterly forsake them 
and cast them away; rather He brought them to repentance 
through chastisement and much suff ering to restore and 
reconcile them to Himself with joy and victory. This is the 
story of God and His people, of Christ and the church. 

“And thou shalt remember all the 
way which the LORD thy God 
led thee these forty years in the 
wilderness, to humble thee, and 
to prove [test]thee, to know what 
was in thine heart, whether thou 
wouldest keep my commandments, 
or no. And he humbled thee, and 
suff ered thee to hunger, and fed thee 
with manna, which thou knewest 
not, neither did thy fathers know; 
that he might make thee know that 
man doth not live by bread only, 
but by every word that proceedeth 
out of the mouth of the LORD doth 
man live. Thy raiment waxed not 
old upon thee, neither did thy foot 
swell, these forty years. Thou also 
shall consider in thine heart, that, 
as a man chasteneth his son, so the 
LORD thy God chasteneth thee” (Deut. 8.2-6). 

Jehovah is a savior! He is not like any imagined god 
conjured up by men. There is in fact no god like Jehovah, 
and no God but Jehovah! And there is no story like the one 
between the LORD and His people. He has proven Himself 
to His people for thousands of years: that He is a Rock; one 
who can be trusted. He keeps His covenant and mercifully 
endures His people’s stumbling failures to save and redeem 
them! Through all Israel’s backslidings, He continued 
to love them and intervene for their salvation. Even His 
heated wrath and chastisements were to train and discipline 
them, and reconcile them in His righteousness---to restore 
a right relationship with Him: to perfect them in His love, 
holiness and truth!                 
 Make no mistake, however; God is no pushover. 
[“He is not slack concerning his promise, as some men 
count slackness”] (2 Pet. 3.9). He in fact warns those who 
continue to adamantly disobey Him and rebel against His 
will and purpose, saying, 
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beside him. Out of heaven he made thee to hear his 
voice, that he might instruct thee: and upon earth 
he shewed thee his great fire; and thou heardest 
his words out of the midst of the fire.  And because 
he loved thy fathers, therefore he chose their seed 
after them, and brought thee out in his sight with 
his mighty power out of Egypt; To drive out nations 
from before thee greater and mightier than thou 
art, to bring thee in, to give thee their land for 
an inheritance, as it is this day. Know therefore 
this day, and consider it in thine heart, that 
the Lord he is God in heaven above, and upon the 
earth beneath: there is none else . . .” (vv. 32-39).

God’s purpose from the beginning was to call and transform 
for Himself a peculiar people with whom---in the image 
of a husband and wife---He could have the most intimate 
relationship. In Isaiah’s prophecies, the LORD is saying to 
His people: You are My counterpart in the world. I AM 
the Shepherd, you are My fold; I AM the King, you are MY 
queen [Ps. 45.9-13]; I AM the Vine, you are the branches; 
I AM the Head, you are MY body; I AM the Husband, 
you are MY wife; 
I AM the Captain, 
you are My army; I 
AM the Governor; 
you are MY holy 
nation; I AM God, 
you are My temple, 
MY habitation, My 
dwelling-place, My 
house, My dove, My 
beloved, My spouse, 
My bride! (Song 4.1; 
5.1-2; Rev. 19.7-8).  
 There is 
coming a time when 
our opponents and 
critics will acknowledge that we are His witnesses, His 
special people. The prophet says: “The sons also of them 
that afflicted thee shall come bending [bowing] unto thee; 
and they that despised thee shall bow themselves down at 
the soles of thy feet; and they shall call thee, the city of 
the Lord, The Zion of the Holy One” (Is. 60.14). Again the 
ascended Christ Himself said, “Behold, I will make them 
of the synagogue of Satan, which say they are Jews, and 
are not, but do lie; behold, I will make them to come and 
worship before thy feet, and to know that I have loved 
thee”. The inspired prophet also declared that the onlooking 
world in astonishment will one day ask, “Who is she that 
looks forth as the morning, fair as the moon, clear as the 
sun, and terrible as an army with banners?” (Song 6.10).     
 

 See here; God desires to be known; for to know 
Him is to love Him and those who love Him highly exalt 
His name and deeply reverence and worship Him. And the 
more deeply we learn to love the LORD, the more deeply 
we admire Him and praise and exalt His name.  
 He loved us from eternity---having foreknown and 
foreseen all things, including  the fall of man in Eden and 
his restoration by the grace of God, and the formation of His 
people into one body of Christ. Thus, the apostle Paul wrote, 

“According as he hath chosen us in him before 
the foundation of the world that we should be 
holy and without blame before him in love: Having 
predestinated us unto the adoption of children 
by Jesus Christ to himself, according to the good 
pleasure of his will, To the praise of the glory of 
his grace, wherein he hath made us accepted in the 
beloved. In whom we have redemption through his 
blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches 
of his grace, Wherein he hath abounded toward us 
in all wisdom and prudence; Having made known 
unto us, the mystery of his will, according to his 
good pleasure which he hath purposed in himself;  

That in the 
dispensation of 
the fulness of 
times he might 
gather together 
in one all things 
in Christ, both 
which are in 
heaven, and 
which are on 
earth; even in 
him . . . that ye 
may know what 
is the hope of 
his calling, and 
what the riches 

of the glory of his inheritance in the saints . . . And 
hath put all things under [Christ’s] feet, and gave 
him to be the head over all things to the church, 
Which is his body, the fulness of him that filleth all 
in all” (Eph. 1.4-12, 17-23).

“How that by revelation he made known unto me 
the mystery . . . Which in other ages was not made 
known unto the sons of men, as it is now revealed 
unto his holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit; 
That the Gentiles should be fellowheirs, and of the 
same body and partakers of his promise in Christ 
by the gospel . . . to make all men see what is the 
fellowship of the mystery, which from the beginning 
of the world hath been hid in God, who created all 

“God desires to be known; for to know Him is to love 
Him and those who love Him highly exalt His name 
and deeply reverence and worship Him. And the more 
deeply we learn to love the LORD, the more deeply we 
admire Him and praise and exalt His name. He loved 
us from eternity---having foreknown and foreseen 
all things, including the fall of man in Eden and his 
restoration by the grace of God, and the formation of 
His people into one body of Christ.”
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things by Jesus Christ: To the intent that now unto 
the principalities and powers in heavenly places 
might be known by the church the manifold wisdom 
of God. According to the eternal purpose which he 
purposed in Christ Jesus our Lord” (Eph. 3.4-11). 

But how was the LORD to do this? What was the divine 
strategy to bring about the desired end for Him and His 
people? Only one way according to His infinite wisdom: 
namely, through trials and tribulations and judgments! One 
historical and prophetic step at a time our fathers in the faith 
learned who Jehovah is. He progressively revealed Himself 
to them which culminated in the revelation of the Lord Jesus 
Christ. Jesus is Himself Jehovah: for the whole Godhead 
[Father, Son, and Holy Spirit] is embodied in Him (Col. 2.9). 

“Now Moses . . . came to the mountain of God, 
even to Horeb [Sinai]. And the angel of the 
LORD appeared unto him in a flame of fire out of 
the midst of a bush: and he looked, and behold, 
the bush burned with fire, and the bush was not 
consumed. And Moses said, I will now turn aside, 
and see this great sight, why the bush is not burnt. 
And when the LORD saw that he turned aside to 
see, God called unto him out of the midst of the 
bush, and said, Moses, Moses. And he said, Here 
am I. And he said, Draw not nigh hither: put off 
thy shoes from off thy feet, for the place whereon 
thou standest is holy ground. Moreover, he said, I 
am the God of thy father, the God of Abraham, the 
God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob. And Moses 
hid his face; for he was afraid to look upon God 
. . . And Moses said unto God, Behold, when I 
come unto the children of Israel, and shall say unto 
them, The God of your fathers hath sent me unto 
you; and they shall say to me, What is his name? 
What shall I say unto them? And God said unto 
Moses, I AM THAT I AM: and he said, Thus shalt 
thou say unto the children of Israel, I AM hath sent 
me unto you. And God said moreover unto Moses, 
Thus shalt thou say unto the children of Israel, the 
Lord God of your fathers, the God of Abraham, the 
God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, hath sent me 
unto you: this is my name for ever and this is my 
memorial unto all generations”  (Ex. 3.1-6, 13-15).

Significance of the name Jehovah

“And God spake unto Moses, and said . . . I am the 
LORD: And I appeared unto Abraham, unto Isaac, 
and unto Jacob by the name of God Almighty, but 
by my name JEHOVAH was I not known to them.  
And I have also established my covenant with them, 

to give them the land of Canaan . . . wherein they 
were strangers” (Ex. 6.2-4)

Now observe; Almighty God, the Creator [El Shaddai, 
Elohim] “came down” to us as Jehovah God [Ex. 3.8; 
Gen. 11.5] a name implying a deeper and more intimate 
revelation of Himself to His people [note, the significance 
of the prophet Eli-jah’s name, the combination of El/
Elohim and Jehovah]---a revelation which culminates 
finally in Jesus, that is, God has “come down” to us in the 
flesh in Christ [Emmanuel, Mt. 1.23; Jn. 1.1-3, 14; Phil. 
2.5-8; Col. 2.9; Heb. 1.8; Rev. 1.8]. In great wonder and 
magnanimity of His person and mission in this world, the 
prophet exclaimed His name shall be called “Wonderful, 
Counselor, The mighty God, The everlasting Father, The 
Prince of Peace” (Is. 9.6). 
 See, the LORD was working from the dawn 
of creation to prepare us to be His special witnesses---
Jehovah’s Witnesses. There is a group out there who call 
themselves “Jehovah’s Witnesses” who according to their 
own testimony prove they have no idea who Jehovah is. 
They deny, like Mormons and Muslims that Jesus is God 
Almighty (Rev. 1.8); and they deny, like Hindus and 
Buddhists, that He is with the Father and the Holy Spirit 
the one and only true God! (Mt. 28.19-20; Jn. 10.1; 17.20-
23; Col. 2.9).     
 It is for this reason that the two questions posed by 
Jesus in Mt. 16.13 and 22.42---“Whom do men say that 
I the Son of man am?” and “What think ye of Christ? 
Whose son is he?” embody in their significance the very 
purpose of the whole Bible---the history of God being 
revealed to His people, and His people proclaiming that 
revelation to every nation under heaven!  
 Though Jesus was God in the flesh, still His deity 
remained hidden from men: for the things of God are 
“spiritually discerned” (1 Cor. 2.14). Natural men cannot 
see nor hear the hidden things of the Spirit (Jn. 3.3-8). And 
why is this? That our “faith should not stand in the wisdom 
of men but in the power of God” (1 Cor. 2.5). 
 The revelation of Christ’s deity and Godhead came 
only by special disclosures from the Father Himself. Thus 
when Peter declared, “Thou art the Christ, the son of 
the living God” in response to Jesus’ question---“Whom 
do men say that I the Son of man am”, the Lord said, 
“Blessed art thou, Simon Barjona, for flesh and blood 
hath not revealed this to thee but My Father which is 
in heaven” (Mt. 16.17; see also the special disclosures to 
Thomas, Paul, and John (Jn. 20.24-29; Acts 9.1-6; Eph. 
3.4-11; Rev. 1.1-3; 21.2-3, 9-10), and the disclosures to the 
whole church collectively (Jn. 7.17; 15.15; 16.12-15; Eph. 
1.4-12, 17-23).    
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The Story of God and His People
Jews and Gentiles grafted together in one Body

The witnesses of Jehovah are a growing body of believers, 
visibly incorporated together by covenant and a prophetic 
vision [revelation] that has been disclosed one step at a 
time through history, rooted in the Old Testament and 
more clearly manifested in the New. It is the story of 
Christ and the church! Zion Assembly is heir to this 
glorious legacy. Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, and Moses 
and the prophets are our fathers in the faith (1 Cor. 10.1-
5; Heb. 11.1-12). A foundation for the church in type and 
shadow was laid down in these elders (Gen. 28.10-22; 1 
Cor. 10.1-6; Col. 2.17; Heb. 3.5-6; 8.5; 10.1; 11.1-7). It is 
a single story rooted in the Old Testament and unfolded 
more gloriously in the New as the door was opened for 
the Gentiles to become part of the captivating story. 
 Hear what the Lord says, [“I have disclosed Myself 
to you in many ways. I have ‘declared’ [revealed] Myself 
to you; I have ‘saved’ [redeemed] you; I have ‘showed’ 
[caused you to discern, perceive], caused you ‘to know’ 
and ‘believe’ and ‘understand’ the truth and Who I AM. I 
caused you to hear. [“You have lived out the story with My 
guidance and direction”]. [Note. Jer. 18.1-6: ‘Go down to 
the potter’s house, and there I will cause you to hear My 
Word’], that is, I will providentially put you in a place to 
help you hear My voice and know My will. “The secret of 
the LORD is with them that fear Him; and He will show 
them His covenant!” (Ps. 25.14; see also Prov. 3.32; Jn. 
7.17; 15.15-16; 16.13-15). But He especially reveals His 
secret to His prophets and ministers (Amos 3.7; Gen. 6.13; 
18.17-19; Eph. 4.11).   
 [“You have heard My Word, felt My power and 
seen My glory! You have been with Me from way back, 
even in Egypt: and even before that on the other side of the 
Flood (Heb. 11.1-7)! You are through faith and covenant the 
descendants of the ‘ancient people’ (Is. 44.7). By faith and 
sacred pledge, you were incorporated into the story of God 
and His covenant people (Ex. 19.5-8; Is. 41.14-16, 22-24; 
42.6-9). There, in the beginning your fathers witnessed My 
mighty works and have passed on to you the wondrous story 
and made you a part of it!”]. Hear what the psalmist says,

“I will open my mouth in a parable: I will utter 
dark sayings of old: Which we have heard and 
known, and our fathers have told us. We will 
not hide them from their children, showing unto 
generations to come the praises of the LORD, and 
his strength, and his wonderful works that he hath 
done. For he established a testimony in Jacob, and 
appointed a law in Israel, which he commanded 
our fathers, that they should make them known 
to their children: That in the generation to come 
might know them, even the children which should 

be born; who should arise and declare them to 
their children: That they might set their hope in 
God, but keep his commandments” (Ps. 78.2-7; see 
also vv. 12-72). 

God’s peculiar people saw the plagues upon Egypt . . . hail, 
frost, hot thunderbolts, lice, frogs, flies, death . . . and the 
“snakes” of the Egyptian magicians, Jannes and Jambres, 
being devoured by God’s miraculous power [Ex. 7.9-13; 2 
Tim. 3.8]. They witnessed the crossing of the Red Sea/ the 
crossing of the Jordan River/ the miracles in the desert---
manna from heaven, water out of a rock, clothes and shoes 
that for forty years in the wilderness never waxed old nor 
wore out! (Note: Deut. 4.32-37; 8.2-6; Ps. 78.12-48; Is. 
43.15-17). God has done it over and again through history 
for His people (Is. 43.19-21): and He will continue to do it 
with whomever [Jew or Gentile] is willing to call upon the 
name of the LORD and to “show forth His praises” (vv. 
20-21): and this will continue right on up to the Second 
Coming of Christ and the glory of the Millennial Kingdom 
(vv. 20-28; 44.1-8). We are His witnesses. A faithful 
remnant has always been raised up to perpetuate God’s plan 
and purpose (Is. 1.9; Rom. 9.29; 11.5; Rev. 12.7). It is now 
the story of every believer, Jew or Gentile, who has been 
incorporated together with other believers by covenant in 
one body in Christ (Eph. 2.11-19; 3.5)!   
 The LORD says, [“I made you to know and 
understand. The knowledge of Me has been handed down to 
you. It has been bequeathed to you as a sacred deposit (Ps. 
78.1-72; 1 Cor. 10.1-12). You are My witnesses! You are 
My ‘Israel!’ (Rom. 2.28-29; 9.1-8, 27-33; Rev. 2.9; 3.9; Gal. 
3.16, 29; 6.16). You are My body, My people, the [“body 
of Christ”]. And we are to pass on this special knowledge, 
this divine revelation, and our special relationship with the 
LORD to others (Ps. 78.3-6; 2 Tim. 2.2); incorporating the 
converts of the nations into this glorious story (Is. 49.1-12; 
60.1-5; Mt. 28.19-20)!   

Called Out to be a “Peculiar People”
Compliance with the ‘Royal Law’ of Christ 

distinguishes God’s People

We are transformed by the Lord to be a “peculiar 
people” united with Him and one another in a visible and 
corporate fellowship (Ex. 19.5-8; Eph. 3.9-10; 1 Pet. 2.9); 
distinguished as the “people of God” according to the law 
of God: in spirituality, in looks, dress, manner of speaking 
faith, and our walk [conduct] through life. We are taught by 
the Lord and formed together by His laws and principles 
(Ps. 78.1-7). The Old Testament saints were such; and so 
also the New Testament saints according to the laws and 
principles of Christ (1 Cor. 9.21; Jas. 1.21-25; 2.8, 12). 
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 Today people want to be called a peculiar people 
without being peculiar! See, it is the laws and principles 
of the Lord regarding how we look, dress, and behave 
ourselves that make us unique. We are not to think like, 
look like, talk like, walk like, nor act like the “Egyptians” 
and “Canaanites”---peoples who stood as symbols [poster 
peoples] for worldliness (Ex. 23.2, 23-24, 32-33; Lev. 
10.10; Deut. 7.1-9; Is. 3.16-18; Ezra 9.1-4; Rom. 12.2-5; 1 
Tim. 2.8-10; 1 Pet. 3.1-5; 1 Jn. 2.15-17).      
 We are not to conform to the fashions and 
lifestyles of this present age (Is. 3.16-24; Rom. 12.2-
5). Significantly, the “daughters of Zion” in Isaiah’s 
prophecy signify all the inhabitants of Zion---male and 
female. For the whole church as a bride is depicted in the 
feminine [note Is. 3.25-26 and 32.9-20]. Humility and 
meekness must mark the children of Zion in distinction 
from the pride and snootiness of the children of men 
(Is. 3.16-24; 1 Tim. 2.8-10; 2 Tim. 3.1-9; 1 Pet. 3.3-12). 
 Notwithstanding the plain admonitions of the 
LORD, the church often 
in history backslid and 
fell away from a right 
relationship Him and 
began again to look and 
act like the world. But 
a remnant always arose 
to purify and restore the 
standards of holiness (Is. 
1.9; 37.31-32; 46.3; Rom. 
9.27-29; 11.7, 14-23); so 
that God would have a 
true witness in the earth, 
a lighthouse shining out 
in a dark world!     
 See here: the 
holiness standards of the LORD not only bring the haughty 
down from their prideful and fashion-setting spirit but raises 
up the penitent from their slouchiness and the vulgarities 
[commonness] of the world around them. It pulls the 
haughty down from pretentious pedestals and pulls up the 
lukewarm and shabby-looking from the gutters (Rev. 3.14-
20). Accordingly, God’s people are called and spiritually 
conditioned to be “peculiar” (Ex. 19.5-8; 1 Pet. 2.9). 

“That ye may be blameless and harmless, the sons 
of God, without rebuke, in the midst of a crooked 
and perverse nation, among whom ye shine as 
lights in the world” (Phil. 2.15).    

There is a big difference between saying, “Hey, look at me 
as an ambassador and representative of Christ” and just 
saying “Hey, look at me!” Our spirituality and modesty will 
show forth God’s glory in holiness! 
 

We are not like other peoples: worshippers of dumb idols 
strange “gods that witness against themselves” (Is. 44.9-
20): gods that are blind, deaf, lifeless and “profitable for 
nothing.” The “new-age” gods are more philosophical and 
psychological, but still conjured up in vain imaginations: 
products of scientology and Eastern mysticism! Our God, 
the God of the Bible, is not so: He is a “living God!” 
He hears, speaks, thinks, and acts; and His church is His 
witnesses. Hear Peter’s declaration, “Thou art the Christ, 
the Son of the living God!” And Jesus’ answer, “Upon this 
rock I will build My church!”

Unbelieving Jews “cut off”:
Believing Gentiles Grafted in by Faith

Called to be one Body in Christ 
[Eph. 2.11-19; 3.6]

See here: only those who have a revelation of Christ and 
believe in Him are now justified and are being called 

together to form His 
church. It is true that 
the story began with the 
Hebrews [Jews] and that 
Jesus desired to continue 
the story with them under 
the New Covenant. That’s 
why He commissioned 
His Twelve Apostles 
at first to “Go not into 
the way of the Gentiles, 
and to any city of the 
Samaritans enter ye 
not: But go rather to the 
lost sheep of the house 
of Israel” (Mt. 10.5-

6). But when the Jews as a national entity rejected Christ 
as their Lord and Savior, the door was opened to the 
Gentile nations (Acts 10.34-47; 13.44-46; 14.27; 15.6-28). 
 The Jews who refused to believe were “cut off” 
from the story (Mt. 21.33-46; Jn. 1.11; Rom. 10.1, 21; 
11.18-24); and the Gentiles who believed were “grafted 
into” the story (Rom. 11.1-5, 20-24). A true “Jew” and the 
true “Israel of God” is now defined and identified by faith 
in Christ and obedience to His Word and His government 
[Rom. 2.29; 3.1-12; 9.1-26; Gal. 3.16, 29; 6.16; Rev. 2.9; 
3.9].  The true “Israel of God”, the church, is now identified 
under the terms of the New Covenant. Note: Is. 43.18-28; 
44.1-8; Rom. 9.25-26; 1 Cor. 10.1-13. 
 “What advantage then hath the Jew? or what 
profit is there of circumcision?” (Rom. 3.1). It is this: the 
Jewish nation [with roots in Abraham] was established 
by the LORD to lay an historical foundation for the true 
faith, which came to be embodied first in the LORD’s Zion 
under the Old Covenant then in Christ more intimately and 

“The holiness standards of the LORD not only 
bring the haughty down from their prideful and 
fashion-setting spirit but raises up the penitent 
from their slouchiness and the vulgarities 
[commonness] of the world around them. It pulls 
the haughty down from pretentious pedestals and 
pulls up the lukewarm and shabby-looking from 
the gutters. Accordingly, God’s people are called 
and spiritually conditioned to be ‘peculiar.’”
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effi  caciously under the New Covenant! (Is. 2.2-4; 35.10; 
51.3-11; 52.1-8; 60.14; Mt. 21.33-44; 1 Pet. 2.4-9; see also 
Ps. 2.6-8; 9.10-11; 20.2; 48.2-14; 87.2; 102.13-16; 132.13; 
149.2). The Jewish nation is distinguished in history on this 
basis. But what does Judaism now profi t any natural Jew 
outside of Christ and saving faith. When the Jews in the 
time of Christ on earth refused to believe on Him and accept 
the Gospel they became as nothing in the sight of God! 
(Mt. 8.12; 21.43-44; Jn. 1.11-12; Acts 13.44-46). They 
were “cut off ” and the believing Gentiles were grafted in 
(Rom. 9.25-33; 11.23-26). Religion without Christ profi ts 
absolutely nothing! (Eph. 2.10-22; 3.1-11; Col. 2.6-23; 3.1-
11).  It was thus that John the Baptist warned the Jews, 

“But when he saw many of the Pharisees and 
Sadducees come to his baptism, he said to them, 
O generation of vipers, who hath warned you 
to fl ee from the wrath to come? Bring forth 
therefore fruits meet for repentance” (Mt. 3.7-8). 

Believers are grafted in by faith 
and covenant to be the people 
of God, beginning in Abraham 
[family/kingdom of God] and 
thereafter incorporated together 
as God’s holy nation [“church 
in the wilderness”] by mutual 
covenant at Mt. Sinai (Ex. 19.5-
8; 24. 6-8; Acts 7.38; 1Pet. 2.9). 
Signifi cantly, believers must 
stand in agreement together in a 
church covenant to be rightly indentifi ed as His church (Ex. 
19.5-8; 24. 3-8; Jn. 14.6, 8, 14; Heb. 9.19). Yes, we must 
publicly pledge ourselves [covenant together] to keep the 
Book of the Covenant, the Bible! (2 Kg. 23.1-3). There is 
no other way to form the visible church of the Bible!

Walking with God

‘then’ ye shall be a peculiar people unto Me above all 
the people: for all the earth is Mine”: and the people 
all stood to the covenant (Ex. 19.5, 8). This “if” and 
“then” is everywhere found in the Scriptures.  
 Thankfully the LORD does not easily “cast 
away” His people (Deut. 4.23-31, 37-40; Rom. 11.1-5). 
They sometimes go astray, but as a “Good Shepherd” 
seeks to save and restore them (Is. 43.12; 45.5-8, 22; 
48.12-17; Amos 3.1-2, 11-15]. As pointed out above 
“a remnant” always emerges to restore His people to 
His good graces and thus to preserve and perpetuate 
the prophetic vision of God’s church [Amos 3.12; 5.3, 
13-15]: and to bring us fi nally to Christ and the church 
under the New Covenant: so that “every man [may be 
presented] perfect in Christ Jesus” (Col. 1.28)!  

Stepping Out of the Story

Hear what the LORD says, [“I’m 
bringing all this evil upon you 
to bring you back to Me---back 
into agreement with Me”] (note 
Ps. 78.30-72; Amos 4.1-12; 5.1-
14; Hab. 1.5-11; 3.2-19; Deut. 
4.23-27). Look! You can’t be in 
right-minded and just walk out of 
your covenant with the church, 
without displeasing and straining 
your relationship also with God! 

You can’t commit sedition and make a schism in God’s house 
and remain justifi ed! You can’t change His laws and pervert 
His government and discipline without off ending Him! One 
may stumble in the covenant [or while in covenant with 
the church], but you can’t stumble out of it. No! to leave 
the church is a conscious and deliberate act of rebellion 
against the Head of the church and His governors and elders 
appointed to rule and guide His church (Acts 15.2-4, 6-28; 
16.4-5; 1 Thess. 5.12-13; Titus 1.5; Heb. 13.7, 17). To rebel 
against duly established authority and the government of God 
through anointed leaders is a work of the fl esh---sedition, 
heresy, schism, dissensions, with self-serving ambitions 
(Gal 5.20; see also Rom. 16.17-18; 1 Cor. 1.10; 12.25). 
 The great majority of contemporary “Christians” 
have stepped out of the prophetic story of God and His 
people revealed in the Bible to write their own stories---
thousands of men-made stories! But this is nothing new: 
it is exactly what happened to the Jews in old times (Ps. 
78.9-11, 30-41, 59-63), and later in the centuries leading 
up to the coming of Christ, whom John the Baptist, Jesus, 
and the apostles sharply reproved in their days (Mt. 3.7-
10; Mt. 23.1-39; Jn. 8.31-59; Acts 15.1-28). The Jewish 
leaders perverted “the old, old story” and began to write 

 Accordingly, we walk hand in hand with God. 
We walk with Him, and He walks with us. Hear the 
LORD through the prophet, “How can two walk to-
gether, except they be agreed?” (Amos 3.3). You are 
only truly God’s church “if you continue in the faith 
grounded and settled and be not moved away from the 
hope of the gospel . . .” (Col. 1.23); and again, “But 
Christ as a son over his own house, whose house are 
we, “if” we hold fast the confi dence and rejoicing of 
the hope fi rm unto the end” (Heb. 3.6). That was the 
covenant deal that God made with His people from 
the very beginning. Remember the covenant He made 
with our fathers at Mt. Sinai: “Now therefore ‘if’ ye 
will be obey My voice indeed, and keep My covenant, 
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“Thru the flood, and thru the fire”
Men and women transformed by the power of God 
and incorporated together by sacred covenant and holy 
“ordinances” are the true witnesses of the Lord!--- 
sanctified, Spirit-baptized and pressing forward to fulfill 
the prophetic vision of the church, laboring together also 
in the yoke with Christ to proclaim “every word of God!”

“Tis the old ship of Zion, 
the hope for the lost and dying

 It’s been thru the flood and been thru the fire
But one of these days the church is gonna move up higher

“It’s the church triumphant oh Lord 
and it’s built by the hand of the Lord 

“Been thru the storm but the wind couldn’t turn it
Been thru the fire but the fire couldn’t burn it
Fed to the lions but the lions couldn’t eat it

Been thru wars but never defeated

Well it’s the church triumphant oh Lord
and it’s built by the hand of the Lord”

Behold the mercy and mystery of the LORD: We are 
His witnesses through trials and tribulations; through 
chastisement; through suffering; through difficulties and 
hardships; through redemption and more redemption; 
through restorations and reconciliations (Deut. 4.23-31; 
Ps. 78.2-72; Is. 44.21-28; 45.5-13). God is in control! We 
are His people, on a journey with Him through many perils 
and pitfalls; being purged along the way and being tried 
and tempered in the fire; delighting ourselves in Him---the 
blessed People of God: whom Jesus said shall “ . . . endure 
to the end! (Mt. 24.13). But hear the prophet:

“But who may abide the day of His coming? 
And who stand when He appears?  For He is 
like a refiner’s fire, and like fullers’ soap: And 
He shall sit as a refiner and purifier of silver: 
and He shall purify the sons of Levi, and purge 
them as gold and silver, that they may offer unto 
the Lord an offering in righteousness. Then shall 
the offering of Judah and Jerusalem be pleasant 
[pleasing] unto the Lord, as in the days of old 
and as in the former years. And I will come near 
to you in judgment; and I will be a swift witness 
against the sorcerers, and against the adulterers, 
and against false swearers . . .” (Mal. 3.2-5).     

Now observe, He is speaking here of the church under the 
headship of Christ, not under the headship of Moses.This is 
precisely the same message that John the Baptist preached 

their own story in the days of Constantine the Great. That 
era has been rightly called “Constantinian Christianity.” 
The divine governement, doctrine, and disciplne of 
God laid down in the Bible was supplanted by Emperor 
Constantine and the doctrines and traditions of men.      
   It is also the tale of the denominations that 
emerged out the Reformation in the sixteenth century. Each 
denomination or sect wrote its own story and even admitted 
that its origin was in the sixteenth century or seventeenth, 
as the case may have been. They failed to see themselves as 
part of a single story that God began at Mount Sinai, rooted 
in Abraham, and continuing through the prophets unto 
the coming of Christ. The exception to this were certain 
“radical” Anabaptists in the sixteenth century who claimed 
to be seeking to restore the church based on the story of 
God and His people revealed in the Bible. But in the final 
analysis they also failed to fulfill the prophetic vision which 
they had at first embraced.       
 Today there are tens-of-thousands of independent 
churches that have no identity nor affinity with the church 
of the Bible nor continuity with the story of God and His 
ancient and prophetic people. The great majority seem to 
believe that God’s church just spontaneously combusts 
into existence here and there at the whims of men. They 
even irreverently name their “churches” and “sects” 
after themselves---“Jake Jr.’s ministry”, “Linda Lou’s 
ministries”, “Copen-Haglin Family ministries”, etc.       
 There are also some members in Zion Assembly 
who have learned a lot about themselves while being 
tried and tested. They learned they really didn’t believe or 
understand the government and discipline of the church 
of which they were a part. And thus, when “proven” by 
various adversities and circumstances, they departed from 
the government and discipline of the church; being carried 
away by seducing spirits and false teachers into heresy and 
spiritual perversion. Hear what the apostle John says: “they 
went from us [because] they were not of us; for if they had 
been of us, they would no doubt have continued with us: 
but they went out, that they might be made manifest that 
they were not of us” (1 Jn. 2.19). 
 The Good News is that the door is open for those 
who desire to make restitution and come back home to 
the Father’s house. And wondrously and victoriously they 
often come back with a better understanding of what the 
church really is; and with a deeper commitment to it. This 
is the lesson of the “prodigal son” in Luke 15. After having 
wasted his inheritance on “prostitutes” and “riotous living” 
and ending up in a “hog pen”, he “came to himself.” [This 
expression by Luke, a physician, may well be meant in a 
medical sense, indicating that the prodigal was somewhat 
in a coma and “came to himself” and repented]. In any case, 
he said [paraphrase, “I will go back to the stability and 
security and discipline of my father’s house!”].  And this 
was cause for great rejoicing, music and dancing!    

Continued on page 22
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Welcome by Ladies of the Cleveland church

Pictorial Highlights and Narrative of the 16th Annual Assembly
September 3-8, 2019

The Assembly theme, “Ye are My witnesses, saith the LORD [Jehovah]” 
seemed to permeate every sermon and program during the inspirational Assembly 
week [September 3-8, 2019]. Every session was anointed and spiritually moving. 
The music, singing, pageantry, skits, and dramas ministered in a special way to the 
assembled body of saints. (Several of the inspirational messages will be published 
in up-coming issues of the VOZ).

The altar services were dynamic and moving---fi lled with conviction and 
seekers earnestly and passionately calling upon the LORD. Several were sanctifi ed 
and/or Spirit-baptized and others aff ected in one way or another by the graces and 
power of the Holy Spirit, including divine healings, physically or psychologically. 
America Burnette, daughter of Cleveland pastor, Anton Burnette, during one altar 
service was moved to unite with the church. The doors of the church were opened 
by the moderator, and Brother Burnette [with tears] received his eldest daughter 
[also in tears] into the fellowship of Zion Assembly.     

Several new ministers were ordained this year and formally ordained 
during the Ordination service on Friday by the Laying on of Hands by the 
Presbytery. A moment of silence was observed in honor of the faithful ministers 
and members [and friends of the church] who had passed on to glory since the last 
Assembly.   

The Presiding Bishop’s annual address was delivered in four sections 
interspersed throughout the week. Each section addressed a diff erent need in the 
church and was received with a focused interest and enthusiastically. Section II 
delivered on Wednesday morning called for the church to adopt a system of seven 
ordinances, that is, to observe and practice four ordinances [namely, the “Church”, 
“Ministry/Ordination”, “Marriage”, and “Public Reading and Proclamation of 
the Word of God”] in addition to the traditional three ordinances [“Baptism,” 
“the Lord’s Supper,” and “Footwashing”]. The recommendation was taken up 

Multilingual Prayer

Men’s Choir

Shepherding Ministries Program
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Parade of Nations

Pictorial Highlights and Narrative of the 16th Annual Assembly
September 3-8, 2019

by the Assembly Business Committee [ABC] and presented to the Assembly for 
consideration. It was accepted unanimously [see section V of ABC report, p. 20). 
The entire report of the ABC was in fact accepted unanimously.

Throughout the week each support ministries director and department head 
boosted their work and ably put across their programs. Recognitions and awards were 
given in honor of the leaders and local churches that excelled this year. The Presiding 
Bishop’s Commendation Award was given to Becky Land [South Carolina], Dave 
and Judy Ashley [West Virginia], and Richard and Kim Merrill [Oregon].

The zeal and sincere devotion of the Assembly “delegates” was refl ected 
in their liberal giving. Almost $100,000.00 was received in actual off erings and 
pledges for the expenses of the Assembly, the International Properties Building 
Fund, and the Presiding Bishop’s love off ering. Much enthusiasm was expressed for 
the new 10,000 sq. ft. addition to the International Ministries Complex that is now 
under construction.       

Following a challenging sermon by Scott E. Neill on Sunday morning, 
the Presiding Bishop proceeded to appoint 111 men and women to international 
positions. These included the Executive Council members, International Staff  and 
Support Ministries directors, national and state overseers, and committee chairmen 
and members. 

As per our custom, a consecration service followed the appointments, 
which included all of the ministers and members who were privileged to attend the 
Assembly. Debbie Reid then led the Assembly in singing “Heaven Will Surely Be 
Worth It All” [Betty Holstein and Brenda Rexroad were unable to join her this year 
due to health issues]. The atmosphere in the sanctuary fi lled with the sweet presence 
of the Lord and the saints embraced one another amidst tears of joy and expressions 
of love. The “delegates” lingered in the sanctuary for some time, rejoicing in the 
spirit of brotherly aff ections, before dispersing to go back to their fi elds of labor.

The gavel came down closing the Assembly on Sunday precisely at 12:04 p.m.

Multilingual Prayer

Men’s Choir

Shepherding Ministries Program
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  America  Burnette
    joins the church

US and International Overseers

14

Children’s Program

Assembly Choir
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Canada delegates ABC Committee

Trevor Graves in concert at 
Minister’s luncheon

Ordination Service

Skit performed during 
School of Ministry Program

Youth ProgramPrayer Line
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World Mission Director...................................................................................................Wade H. Phillips
Assistant World Mission Director.........................................................................................Daron Miller
General Treasurer..................................................................................................................Pamela Jones
Field Secretary.......................................................................................................................Ricky Graves
Department of Education/Media Ministries...................................................................Anton Burnette
Shepherding Ministries Director.........................................................................................Wilma Carter
Assistant Publisher...............................................................................................................Scott E. Neill
School of Ministry Institute Director.................................................................................Bruce Sullivan
Ladies Ministries Director....................................................................................................Pamela Jones
Sunday School Director................................................................................................Mandy Thompson
Sunday School Literature Editor.......................................................................................Bruce Sullivan
Youth Ministries Director................................................................................................Allen Thompson
Children’s Ministries Director.............................................................................................Kayla Graves
Executive Secretary/Receptionist......................................................................................Wanda Busbee
Camping Cordinator/Advisor..................................................................................................Kim Erwin
Voice of Zion/SYNC Booster....................................................................................................L.W. Carter
Senior Ambassadors Director................................................................................................Ruth Tingler
Tract Ministries Director.....................................................................................................Glenda Major
Executive Secretary/Receptionist......................................................................................Wanda Busbee

General Appointments
2019-2020

International Executive Council: Wade H. Phillips, Scott E. Neill, L.W. Carter, 
                                                             Bruce Sullivan, Anton Burnette, Joseph A. Steele, Rick Ferrell
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State Overseers
North Carolina, South Carolina..........Scott E. Neill

West Virginia, Virginia,
Pennsylvania, Maryland.........................L.W. Carter

Indiana, Kentucky, Illinois...................Ricky Graves

Tennessee, Georgia.............................Anton Burnette

Mississippi, Alabama, Louisiana.....Zachary Snyder

Idaho, Wyoming.......................................A.B. White

Colorado, Kansas, Missouri..............Joseph    A. Steele

Texas, Arizona, New Mexico.........Samuel Hernandez

California (South), Nevada.............Joseph A. Steele

California (North), Oregon, 
Washington.......................................Joseph A. Steele

National Overseers
Africa Central...(Mission Rep.)............David Gomba
Africa West....(Mission Rep.).............Yomi Adekunle
Argentina............................……….........Jorge Estroz
Bangladesh..................................Suku Ranjon Sidker
Benin…..............................................Mark Agbonifo
Bolivia............................................Yum V. Munoz Quispe
Burundi…..............................................David Gomba
Cambodia….........................................Sam Bureenok
Cameroon…..................................Eyong Eric Eyong
Canada................................................Wade H. Phillips
Chile….......................................................Javier Diaz
Costa Rica......................................Eugenio Cespedes
Democratic Republic of Congo............Daron Miller
Dominican Republic…................Saintaniel Hostelus
England…(Mission Rep)...................Yomi Adekunle
Ghana…................................................David Dordah
Guatemala…...................Ricardo Valenzuela Chavez
Guinea.................................Philippe Seraphin Gomez
Haiti……......................................Saintaniel Hostelus
Honduras........................................Nolvin Hernandez
India (South)….................................V. Binoy Joseph 
India (Mid-East)…........................Talari Padma Rao 
India Central............................John Babu Rao Ganta

Ivory Coast........................................Mark Agbonifo
Kenya (North)......................................Elijah Wafula
Kenya (South).........................................Joanes Oboo
Liberia.................................................. Mark Agbonifo
Malawi................................................Maliele Dzuwa
Mexico (North)...................................Danny Ramirez
Mexico (South)................Ricardo Valenzuela Chavez
Mozambique............................Agostino Nkhwangwa
Myanmar (Burma).............................Sam Bureenok
Nepal........................................................Raju Pariyar
Nicaragua….........................................Freddy Garcia
Nigeria….……...................................Yomi Adekunle
Pakistan…............…..............................Daron Miller
Paraguay.….............................................Jorge Estroz 
Peru……..................................Yum V Munoz Quispe
Philippines…......................…Domingo Resurreccion
South Sudan......................................…Elijah Wafula
Tanzania….............................................David Gomba
Thailand…......................................….Sam Bureenok
Togo.....................................................Mark Agbonifo
Uganda....................................Maurice Ogada Odede
Uruguay..................................................Jorge Barrios
United States...................................Wade H. Phillips
Zambia........(Mission Rep.)..................David Gomba
Zimbabwe...(Mission Rep.)..................David Gomba

Assembly Business Committee

Chairman: Zachary Snyder
Jim Orange, Byron Harris, J.J. Davis, 
Tod Deakle, Ricky Graves, Kevin Clary

Doctrine Committee    
Chairman: Bruce Sullivan
Trevor Graves, Joseph A. Steele, Tom Brown, 
Jerry Reel, Yomi Adekunle, Chase Lamour 

Construction Committee
Chairman: Wade H. Phillips, L.W. Carter, Anton 
Burnette,  Jim Orange, Daron Miller, 
Pamela Jones, Dale Phillips, Alice Jones

General Trustees
Wade H. Phillips, Todd Erwin, 
Jim Orange, Anton Burnette, Rick Ferrell
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We, your Assembly Business Committee, after prayerful and careful consideration, 
present this report to the General Assembly for consideration.

Section I
Exhorter’s License

After careful review, we recommend that the “Exhorter’s Certificate” replace the “Lay Minister’s 
Certificate.”  Those set forth with an Exhorter’s certificate must be saved, and either be sanctified and baptized 
with the Holy Ghost (with the evidence of speaking in tongues) or fervently seeking these experiences.  In addition, 
the prospective evangelist should be a member of the church consecrated to the calling of the ministry, faithful 
to is/her local church in attendance, tithing and giving, and spends time in prayer, fasting, and the study of God’s 
Word (2 Timothy 2:15).
  The Exhorter is overseen by the local church and the general presbytery, and should report monthly to 
the International Office and quarterly to the local church (via online form or report book). An annual evaluation 
should be made by the local church pastor in consultation with the state/national overseer in order to monitor his/
her spiritual growth.
  The Exhorter is not permitted to perform marriages, ordinances, or receive new members into the church, 
except with special permission by the general presbytery---the Presiding Bishop and national/state overseer. 
  We further recommend that the Exhorters certificate be issued from general headquarters to ensure 
uniformity.

Section II
Minister’s Tithing

As outlined in the Scriptures, God finances His work through His people in the form of tithing and giving.  
Tithing is 10% of our income (“increase”), “first fruits”, and is brought “into the storehouse (church treasury)” 
for proper distribution (Malachi 3:10). In order for the church to be able to function properly, tithing should be 
practiced by all who trust in Jesus Christ as their Lord and Savior.

In setting an example for the church to follow, ministers especially should be faithful in tithing and giving.  
Income earned in the ministry, including pastoral allotments and love offerings is to be tithed to International 
Headquarters, and sent  in with the monthly report.  Income earned secularly should be tithed to the local church.

We feel it necessary to remind the ministry to be faithful in tithing, recalling the resolutions adopted by the 
General Assembly in 2004 and thereafter.  If a minister fails to tithe, or falls behind in his tithing, the committee 
further recommends the leadership of the church (i.e. national/state overseer, and presiding bishop) should provide 
counseling to the minister to remedy the disorder.  If a minister continues not to tithe faithfully after counseling, 
the presiding bishop in consultation with the regional/national/state overseer, should discipline the minister by 
either suspending or revoking his/her license. 
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Section III
Modest and Appropriate Dress for Ministers and Members

In recent years, we have seen a trend in modern Christianity that promotes a relaxed and common dress 
for the ministry and Christians in general.  In some cases, it has become sloppy and indecent.  We feel it necessary 
to encourage our ministers and members to be always aware that we represent Jesus Christ and His church 
everywhere we go, whether it be within the house of God or in public.

Additionally, we feel it wise to remind the members of the church, as well as the ministry, of our teachings 
concerning “Outward Adornment” and “Walking Circumspectly” (see Abstract of Faith).  The teaching “Outward 
Adornment” reads as follows: “Christians are ambassadors (representatives) for Christ in this present world (2 
Corinthians 5:20).  As such they should be careful to adorn themselves as befitting their Lord’s plainness and 
purity.  Adorning oneself after a worldly fashion with facial paint, gold, pearls, costly apparel, etc. is inconsistent 
with the testimony of one professing a life separated unto God.  ‘Whose adorning let it not be that outward 
adorning of plaiting the hair, and of wearing of gold, or of putting on of apparel…But let it be the hidden man of 
the heart, in that which is not corruptible, even the ornament of a meek and quiet spirit, which is in the sight of 
God of great price’ (1 Peter 3:1-6; see also 1 Timothy 2:8-10; Isaiah 3:16-24; 61:10).” 

Concerning “Walking Circumspectly,” the Abstract of Faith states:“Children of God should ‘walk 
circumspectly, not as fools, but as wise, Redeeming the time for the days are evil’ (Ephesians 5:15,16). Living a 
consecrated life at home and abroad will give no place for anyone to justly think or speak of us as hypocrites. Our 
manner of life and conversation should be holy in word and deed, as becoming to a child of God. As representatives 
of Christ in this world, and members of the church of God, we should fashion ourselves with modesty and sobriety 
(Psalm 1:1-3; Philippians 1:27; 1 Thessalonians 5:15-23).”

Section IV
Emergency Fund

We recommend that Emergency Fund dollars be set on the basis of the fiscal year – July 1 through June 
30 – rather than on the calendar year – January 1 through December 31. We further recommend this change be 
applied retroactively to July 1, 2019. Contributions intended for calendar year 2019, however, may still be applied 
accordingly.

In addition, we recommend clarifying what it means for a local church to be 100% in the Emergency Fund.

1) The number of members will be set as of July 1 of each year, regardless of how many additions and/
or subtractions a local church has throughout the year.

For example, if a local church has 30 members as of July 1, 2019, this local church would be considered 
100% paid if the local church submits $360.00 (30 X $12.00) by June 30, 2020.
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2) In attempting to reach the 100% threshold for Emergency Fund dollars, a local church must receive 
$12.00 for each member of the church.  However, it should be noted that non-members can participate 
and pay $12.00 toward the Emergency Fund (and this is also encouraged).  In reaching the 100% 
threshold, a church can meet its “membership” number by any combination of members and non-
members.  In other words, the church should think of the 100% threshold as the total amount due, not 
necessarily how many members actually pay their Emergency Fund dollars.

 
For instance, if a local church has 30 members, it is considered to be 100% if 20 members and 10 non-
members each pay $12.00 toward the Emergency Fund.  In this instance, this local church is 100% 
when $360.00 is received, not necessarily when 30 members pay their $12.00.

Section V
Ordinances of the Church

We fully endorse Section II of the Presiding Bishop’s annual address, titled, “Reflecting on and 
Reevaluating the Ordinances of the Church.” We commend his leadership and constant guidance into deeper 
spiritual understanding. We understand the ordinances to be rites that furnish the church with something material 
or tangible to help build and sustain the spirituality of the individual believer and the corporate identity and 
fellowship of the church universally, as well as the local churches. Ordinances point to the hidden mysteries of 
the Gospel in Christ. As such, they have practical value as well as spiritual value, that is, they give witness to the 
outside world of the intrinsic, dynamic power of the Gospel working within the church, and in the same instant 
help to identify the visible church and to solidify and edify her corporate union and fellowship. 

The ordinances thus have several essential characteristics or traits.  We have seen that they 1) were 
instituted or affirmed in Christ during His earthly ministry; 2) serve as signs of the very “mystery” of the life and 
transforming power of the Gospel; 3) symbolize the mysteries of the Gospel; 4) memorialize the mysteries of the 
Gospel; 5) provide tangible aids to reenact [“show forth”] the mysteries of the Gospel; 6) provide channels or 
mediums for forgiveness, cleansing, reconciliation, and consecration.  We see these characteristics in baptism, the 
Lord’s Supper, footwashing, marriage, the ministry/ordination, the reading of and proclamation of the Word of 
God, anointing with oil, laying on of hands, etc. [Jn. 13.8-10; Acts 10.44-48; 1 Cor. 7.9-16; 11.27-33; Eph 5.26-
27; Heb. 4.12; Jas 5.14-15); and, thus, we should expect to see a symbol of cleansing represented in any divine 
ordinance of the church; 7) finally the observance of the ordinances by the church is commanded by the Lord and 
the apostles (Mt. 26.26-28; 28.19-20; Mk. 16.16; Jn. 13.14-15; Acts 12.38; 10.48; 1 Cor. 11.23-25; Jas 5.14-15).

Therefore, we recommend that the church accept, in addition to Water Baptism, the Lord’s Supper, and 
Feet Washing, the following four ordinances: “The Church,” “Ministry/Ordination,” “Marriage,” and “Public 
Reading and Proclamation of the Word of God.” We further recommend that the Doctrine Committee prepare 
an elaborate explanation of these additional ordinances to be brought before the 2020 General Assembly and 
included in the Abstract of Faith. 
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                                                             Section VI
Funds 

We recommend that we continue to operate the same financial system for this upcoming Assembly year, 
and that funds be transferred between accounts to bring all funds into a positive balance.

Section VII
Nominations for International Executive Council

We fully endorse the nominations of the Presiding Bishop to serve with him on the International Executive 
Council for the 2019-2020 Assembly year: Scott E. Neill, Bruce Sullivan, Joseph A. Steele, Rick Ferrell, L.W. 
Carter, and Anton Burnette.
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in preparation for the purging ministry of Christ which was 
imminent, being ushered in even as John preached. 

“Then went out to him Jerusalem, and all of 
Judaea, and all the region round about Jordan, 
And were baptized of him in Jordan, confessing 
their sins. But when he saw many of the Pharisees 
and Sadducees come to his baptism, he said unto 
them, O generation of vipers, who hath warned 
you to flee from the wrath to come? Bring forth 
therefore fruits meet for repentance. And think not 
to say within yourselves, We have Abraham to our 
father: for I say unto you, that God is able of these 
stones to raise up children unto Abraham” (Mt. 
3.5-9). 

John warned the Jews:

And now also the axe is laid unto the root of the trees: 
therefore, every tree which bringeth not forth good 
fruit is hewn down and cast into the fire. I indeed 
baptize you with water unto repentance: but he that 
cometh after me is mightier than I, whose shoes I 
am not worthy to bear: he shall baptize you with 
the Holy Ghost, and with fire: Whose fan is in his 
hand, and he will thoroughly purge his floor, and 
gather his wheat into the garner: but he will burn 
up the chaff with unquenchable fire”  (vv. 10-12). 

God’s church didn’t just pop up on Burger Mountain in 
June 1903 or at Barney Creek in August 1886; nor at 
Jerusalem on the Day of Pentecost; nor even on Mount 
Hattin with Jesus and the Twelve (Mk. 3.13-16; Lu. 5.12-
17). No, this story began in Abraham [family of faith] 
and his descendants who were later incorporated as a 
holy nation [“the church in the wilderness”], “a special 
treasure” unto the LORD at Mount Sinai [Ex. 19.5-8; Acts 
7.38; 1 Pet. 2.9]. 
 See here; the moment you were saved and 
afterward publicly accepted the Bible as God’s Word 
and agreed to live in harmony with the government and 
discipline of the church, you were grafted into this holy 
nation and became part of the story of God and His 
“ancient people” [Is. 44.7]---a 3500 year-old institution 
and tradition! We [“who were not a people . . . are now 
the people of God!”] (Is. 42.6-7; 49.6; Hos. 2.23; Acts 
15.16-18; Rom. 3.29; 9.25-30; 1 Pet. 2.10). God is your 
Father and Jesus is your Lord and the Holy Spirit your 
Guide; and Moses and Elijah and Elisha and Samson and 
Rachel and Rahab and Naomi and Ruth are your brothers 
and sisters. You are in the same church they were in! 
You have been grafted into the incomparable story---“the 
old, old story” that began 3500 years ago, and with roots 

deeper than that: a glorious story conceived in mystery 
in the mind of God before the foundation of the world! 
(Eph. 1.4-6; Rom. 8.28-30; 2 Thess. 2.12-17; Rev. 13.8). 
 See, there has been no “god”, no sorcerer, no 
diviner, no philosopher, no historian, no founder of any 
religion that ever conceived or told such a story as this. 
For no story could be so rich and profound in wisdom and 
knowledge as this story. Hear what the LORD says, 

“For ask now of the days that are past, which 
were before thee, since the day that God created 
man upon the earth, and ask from the one side of 
heaven unto the other, whether there hath been 
any such thing as this great thing is, or hath been 
heard like it? Did ever people hear the voice of 
God speaking out of the midst of the fire, as thou 
hast heard, and live? Or hath God assayed [tried] 
to go and take a nation from the midst of another 
nation, by temptations, by signs, by wonders, and 
by war, and by a mighty hand, and by an stretched 
out arm, and by great terrors, according to all that 
the LORD your God did for you in Egypt before 
your yes? Unto thee it was showed, that thou 
mightiest to know that the LORD he is God; there 
is none else beside him” (Deut. 4.32-27).   

It was the revelation of this very mystery that moved the 
apostle Paul to lift his pen in exultation and exclaim: 

“O the depth of the riches both of wisdom and 
knowledge of God! How unsearchable are his 
judgments, and his ways past finding out! For who 
hath known the mind of the Lord? Or hath been 
his counselor? Or who hath first given to him, and 
it shall be recompensed unto him again? For of 
him, and through him, and to him, are all things: to 
whom be glory forever. Amen.” (Rom. 11.33-36). 

One Church for All!

Paul is speaking here particularly of the mystery of 
Jews or Gentiles being grafted in by faith together into 
the same olive tree. See, there are not two stories as the 
dispensationalists hold---one for the Jews and another for 
the Gentiles---but one glorious church for all. Israel under 
the Old Covenant was the “church in the wilderness” 
and the church under the New Covenant was established 
first with twelve Jews who worshipped and followed the 
Lord.  So the church is still the “Israel of God” and every 
believer is added to it by faith and covenant. In Christ the 
“middle wall of partition” in the temple was broken down 
and both Jews and Gentiles were called into one body!  
(Rom. 11.13-24; Eph. 2.11-22; 3.6). All who are saved are 
justified only by “the blood of Christ”, and it is His will 
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that all blood-washed believers be incorporated together in 
one visible body of Christ! (Jn. 10.16; 11.49-52; 17.20-23).      
 Yes we may be in one sense, essentially, 
baptized [immersed] by the Spirit into this story but not 
without also being incorporated together instrumentally 
into one body by covenant! Thus, Paul says, “I have 
espoused you [joined you together] to one husband, 
that I present you as a chaste virgin to Christ” (2 Cor. 
11.2; see also Ex. 19.5-8; 24.3-8; 2 Kg. 23.1-3; Is. 62.5; 
Jer. 50.5; Ezek. 16.8; Hos. 2.19-20; Eph. 5.23-32; Rev. 
19.7-8; et al).  
 By the grace of God we have been quickened 
and transformed and “made to sit in heavenly places in 
Christ Jesus” [Eph. 2.6]; have “tasted of the Word of 
God and the powers of the world to come” [Heb. 6.4-6]; 
and continue steadfastly in “the apostles doctrine and 
fellowship”; holding 
also to the faith “once 
delivered to the 
saints” [Acts 2.42; 
Jude 3]. We are now 
fellow heirs with the 
ancients---with our 
fathers and mothers 
who came out of Egypt 
by a mighty hand; who 
crossed the Red Sea on 
dry land, and survived 
a waste howling 
wilderness fi lled with 
beasts of every sort, 
thirsty, hungry, and 
weary: but delivered 
by the almighty hand 
of God and enabled 
to cross the mighty 
Jordan River to inherit 
the promised land!  
 This is our 
story and our song! A story rooted in Abraham, Isaac, and 
Jacob and continued through the Judges and Kings amid 
struggles and imperfections; a story continued through the 
Assyrian and Babylonian Captivities and the Restoration
of Jerusalem, and on through the 400-year interval 
between the Old Testament and the New; a story foreseen 
through the inspired prophecies until the descendants of 
the ancients came to Christ! And since then, the story has 
continued to be lived out by believers under the terms of 
the New Covenant laid down by Christ and the apostles. 
Yes there have been backslidings and apostasies [“dark 
ages”], but these things also formed part of the story: for 
the church always rose from the ashes purged and renewed 
according to the testimony of God; with a newly inspired 
zeal and illumination to fulfi ll the prophetic vision of the 

Lord’s Zion  (Ps. Is. 37.32; 46.3; Amos 5.15; Zech. 8.12; 
Ezra 9.8; Neh. 1.3; Rom. 9.27; 11.5; Rev. 12.17).  
   
            Living out the Final Chapter
We here today are the generation “upon whom the ends 
of the world are come.” It may very well be that we are  
called to fulfi ll the fi nal chapter of the story. In any case, it 
is certain that “the old, old story” has been bequeathed to 
us in Zion Assembly, and we must go and tell it to every 
nation on earth! 

“I love to tell the story. . . Of Jesus and His glory
 . . . It satisfi es my longings as nothing else can do
I love to tell the story, ‘Twill be my theme in glory,

To tell the old, old story Of Jesus and His love”

We are heirs together 
of a deep and on-
going relationship 
with the Lord: one 
that has been forged 
historically through 
trials and tribulations, 
high moments and 
low moments, and 
struggles; but also of 
glorious victories and 
times of rejoicing; we 
have been sanctifi ed 
and baptized by the 
Spirit together in 
expectation of being 
“presented to Christ 
as a chaste virgin!” 
(2 Cor. 11.2; Eph. 
5.27; Rev. 19.7-8). 
One prophetic step 
after another has 

brought us to where we are: and going forward we will 
surely see “the mystery” ever more clearly and learn more 
deeply who JEHOVAH is, and who we are---His glorious 
bride in-the-making (Rev. 19.7-8; 21. 9-10)!  
 What an infi nitely rich legacy has been handed 
down to us! We can look back in the sacred record 3500 
years and see the beginning of our story, and even 6000 
years ago and witness the planting of the fi rst seeds for 
the old, old story---back to Adam and Eve and Abel and 
Enoch; being privileged also to be carried away in the 
Spirit with the great apostle to behold the bride, the Lamb’s 
wife in her glory! Accordingly, we are called to preach 
“this gospel” in all the world---to be witnesses of Jehovah 
unto all nations; “and then shall the end come.”  

“By the grace of God we have been quickened and 
transformed and ‘made to sit in heavenly places in Christ 
Jesus’ [Eph. 2.6]; have ‘tasted of the Word of God and the 
powers of the world to come’ [Heb. 6.4-6]; and continue 
steadfastly in ‘the apostles doctrine and fellowship’; 
holding also to the faith ‘once delivered to the saints’ [Acts 
2.42; Jude 3]. We are now fellow heirs with the ancients-
--with our fathers and mothers who came out of Egypt 
by a mighty hand; crossed the Red Sea on dry land, and 
survived a waste howling wilderness fi lled with beasts of 
every sort, thirsty, hungry, and weary: but delivered by 
the mighty hand of God and enabled to cross the mighty 
Jordan River to inherit the promised land!  This is our 
story and our song! . . . What an infi nitely rich legacy 
has been handed down to us! . . . called to be witnesses of 
Jehovah unto all nations.”   
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